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Westfield Native Chororos
Joins Mentoring Minds

WESTFIELD – Christina
Chororos, a Westfield native and
former educator and longtime sales
executive, has joined Mentoring
Minds as an educational
consultant.  Ms.
Chororos will lead the
company’s sales efforts
in New Jersey as well as
in Maryland and Con-
necticut.

“Christina has vast ex-
perience developing cus-
tomer-centric solutions
for the K-12 market, and
is dedicated to the effec-
tive implementation of
meaningful instruction
and hands-on staff train-
ing,” said Jessica
Goodman, the company’s
director of sales. “She is driven to
promote sound instructional strate-
gies and practices that will develop
solid foundational skills for educa-
tors, which will be a tremendous as-
set for schools in New Jersey and
across the country.”

Ms. Chororos has a sales back-
ground covering both the K-12 mar-
ket as well as major corporations,

including advertising account man-
ager for Verizon Information Ser-
vices, director of education for Syl-
van Learning Center and senior ac-

count representative for
Kendall Hunt Publishing
Company. She began her
career as a pre-school
teacher and site director
for the Washington Met-
ropolitan YMCA, and
also served as advertis-
ing sales executive for
Indeed, an online job site.

“As a former teacher,
I understand the chal-
lenges and responsibili-
ties of a classroom,
which is why I am so
committed to being a
trusted and knowledge-

able partner, in order to help ensure
teacher and student success,” Ms.
Chororos stated. “I am excited to
join the Mentoring Minds team and
to assist educators in finding the
tools to accelerate student achieve-
ment.”

Ms. Chororos earned her bachelor’s
degree from Lynchburg College in
Virginia.

Christina Chororos

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Kovach Wins Appeal; Will Be
On Ballot for Congress in 7th
A judge has ruled that Clinton

Mayor Janice Kovach’s name appear
on the Democratic Party Primary
ballot Election for Congress in the
7th District, saying state election of-
ficials improperly disqualified her
nominating petitions.

Ms. Kovach, a Democrat, had been
left off the ballot last month after the
state Division of Elections said 133
of her signatures could not be counted
because some of the petitions had
been circulated by someone who does
not live in the Seventh Congressional
District, mycentraljersey.com has re-
ported. Congressional candidates
must have at least 200 signatures to
be on the ballot.

The website, operated by Gannett
Newspapers, publishers of The Cou-
rier-News, reported that Ms.
Kovach’s campaign presented peti-
tions with 271 signatures to the Elec-
tion Division on the Friday before
the Monday, March 31 deadline. But
an election official discounted two
of the petition books based on the
residency requirement for petition
circulators.

The 7th District has been repre-
sented by Leonard Lance since 2009.
Mr. Lance, who was reelected in
2010 and 2012, faces a Primary chal-
lenge from businessman David
Larsen. Both Mr. Lance and Mr.
Larsen are residents of Lebanon,
Hunterdon County. The Primary will
be held on Tuesday, June 3. Ms.
Kovach does not have a Primary
opponent.
GOP Bounces Incumbent Mayors
In Berkeley Hts,. New Providence

Local Union County Republican
Town Committees have bounced sev-
eral mayors as candidates from elec-
tion ballots.

Roselle Park Mayor Joseph Accordi
was bounced in favor in favor of
Councilman Michael Yakubov under
the GOP organization line on the
June Primary Election ballot. Also,
Berkeley Heights Mayor Joseph
Bruno is running for reelection off
the line after the party gave the GOP
organization ballot line to Council-
man Bob Woodruff.

In neighboring New Providence,
Mayor Brooke Hern, a former Demo-
crat, was replaced by former mayor
Al Morgan.

On the Democrat side, Linden will
see a three-candidate mayoral Pri-
mary battle between the party’s
choice, 5th Ward Councilwoman
Rhashonna Cosby-Hurling, and 4th
Ward Councilman Derek Armstead
and Michael Puzio. All three mayoral
candidates are looking to replace
Mayor Richard Gerbounka, an Inde-

pendent, who has announced he will
seek reelection.

Public Opinion Stabalizes
For Christie In Latest Poll

Public opinion of Governor Chris
Christie has stabilized after suffer-
ing a significant drop when the
Bridgegate scandal broke in early
January, according to a new
Monmouth University/Asbury Park
Press Poll. The poll found the
governor’s job approval rating hov-
ering just above 50 percent – simi-
lar to his standing in February,
which had fallen by double digits
since his re-election last year.

Currently, Gov. Christie’s job
rating stands at 51 percent approve
to 41 percent disapprove among
New Jersey residents and 51 per-
cent approve to 43 percent disap-
prove among the state’s registered
voters.

 Just over half (54 percent) of New
Jerseyans have heard about the Randy
Mastro report. Few (30 percent) see it
as a fair and unbiased investigation of
the Governor’s office involvement in
the George Washington Bridge toll
lane closings. Instead, most (52 per-
cent) say the report was done to help
Gov. Christie’s reputation. The law
firm was hired by the administration
to complete the report.

Forty-Seven percent of respondents
believe the governor himself was in-
volved in the decision to close the
lanes.

The poll was conducted by tele-
phone with 803 New Jersey adults
from March 30 to April 1 and has a
margin of error of + 3.5 percent.

Pallone Comments on
Sebelius Resignation

Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th),
senior Democrat on the House En-
ergy and Commerce Health Subcom-
mittee, released the following state-
ment regarding the resignation of
Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Kathleen Sebelius:

“I commend Secretary Sebelius for
her years of service at the helm of the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS). During her tenure,
Secretary Sebelius guided HHS
through some of the most significant
changes in the history of our nation’s
health care system.

“Secretary Sebelius played a criti-
cal role in the passage and imple-
mentation of the Affordable Care
Act, which has created a pathway
for millions of Americans to gain
access to affordable health care and
ended the discriminatory practices
of the past with new and fair re-
forms. Her efforts to improve public
health will be felt by generations of
Americans and I wish her luck in her
future endeavors.”

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

                DWI Charges?

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
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908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548
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Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 
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ROBERT DENA
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973-568-0902
robert.dena@pncmortgage.com
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County Seeks Input
On Survey for

Sandy Aftermath
COUNTY – Union County resi-

dents are invited to participate in an
online “Health and Well-Being As-
sessment” survey that will help iden-
tify continuing, unmet needs related
to Superstorm Sandy and its after-
math. The survey is available at
ucnj.org/public-safety.

“It only takes a few minutes to
complete the survey, and your input
can assist with the ongoing process
of recovery as the effects of this de-
structive storm continue to play out
over the long term,” Freeholder Chair-
man Christopher Hudak said.

In 2012, Superstorm Sandy caused
unprecedented damage to New
Jersey’s housing, business, infrastruc-
ture, social service, health and envi-
ronmental sectors.

The brief survey asks residents to
record the extent to which they were

affected by the storm, what resources
they used to aid their recovery, and
whether they are continuing to expe-
rience economic, physical, or mental
health impacts. The survey is spon-
sored by the Union County Office of
Health Management under a Sandy
Social Service Block Grant from the
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services, through the New Jer-
sey Department of Health. Service Academy Fair Set

For May 31 in Branchburg
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) has an-
nounced he will hold his annual “Ser-
vice Academy Information Fair” for
7th Congressional District high
school students on Saturday, May 31
at Raritan Valley Community Col-
lege.

Mr. Lance’s annual event allows
students to meet with academy offi-
cials to learn more about the admis-
sions process and how to pursue their
interests in serving the nation.

“Nominating young people to the
service academies is a rewarding
responsibility. Every year, numer-
ous talented students put their names
forward for consideration to serve
our country and I enjoy meeting
with these young leaders,” Mr. Lance
said.

 “The academy fair allows students
and parents to talk directly with ser-
vice academy admissions represen-
tatives to have their questions an-
swered and gain an understanding of
the competitive application process.
I hope all interested high school stu-
dents will attend,” the Congressman
added.

Mr. Lance’s 2014 Service Acad-
emy Information Fair will take place
from 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday,
May 31 at the Raritan Valley Com-
munity College (Conference Center),
located at 118 Lamington Road in
Branchburg.

Representatives from the U.S.
Military Academy, the United
States Naval Academy, the Air
Force Academy, the Merchant
Marine Academy and the Coast
Guard Academy are expected to par-
ticipate.

Additionally, representatives from
Mr. Lance’s congressional staff will
be available to answer questions from
students about the nominating pro-
cess. To receive an appointment to a
service academy, students must first
receive a nomination from their Con-
gressman, Senator or the Vice-Presi-
dent of the United States.

Mr. Lance’s service academy fair
is free and open to all 7th District
high school students.

Students with questions should call
Nick Bahnsen in Mr. Lance’s
Flemington Office at (908) 788-6900
for more information.

SP to Begin Leaves, Limbs
Brush Pickups on Monday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, Department of
Public Property, will begin pick-ups
for leaves, limbs, brush and gumballs
beginning the week of April 21.

The department will be picking up
brush, leaves, limbs and gumballs
only. Stumps and other materials will
not be collected. Branches must be
maximum of three inches in diameter
and maximum of three feet in length.
Branches and limbs should be sepa-
rate from leaves, brush and gumballs.

For additional information, resi-
dents can call the Department of Pub-
lic Property Hotline at (908) 233-
6707, visit the township’s website at
www.scotchplainsnj.gov, TV-34 or
TV-22 or call (908) 322-6700, exten-
sion 243.

Joint Air Base to Hold
Open House, Air Show
LAKEHURST – The Joint Base

McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst will open its
doors to the community for a special
open house and air show Saturday
and Sunday, May 10 and 11.

Community members will have an
opportunity to get a closer look at the
joint base’s operational capabilities
and total-force integration. Every
branch of service on the joint base
will be present to engage with the
community.

This year’s line-up includes: Air
Force Thunderbirds flying team in
their trademark F-16s; the Golden
Knights, the U.S. Army’s parachute
team, and various civilian pilots who
will strut their stuff in both vintage
and modern aircraft.

More than 25 historic and current
static aircraft will be displayed dur-
ing this year’s event—Bell UH-1
Iroquois, C-5 Galaxy and T-1A
Jayhawk. Many of history’s most sto-
ried aircraft as well as today’s cut-
ting-edge platforms will be on dis-
play for visitors viewing pleasure.

History Curriculum on
Union County Website

COUNTY – History teachers and
history buffs are invited to use a new
online teacher-designed curriculum
based on Union County’s 10 Medal
of Honor recipients. The curriculum
is available on the Union County
website, at ucnj.org/medal-of-honor-
memorial.

The monument is located within
the county government complex in
Elizabeth behind the Union County
Courthouse. It faces Elizabethtown
Plaza at the corner of Rahway Av-
enue. The 10 Medal of Honor recipi-
ents range from the Civil War to Viet-
nam.

Franklin Stebbins of Clark, a his-
tory teacher at Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark, volunteered to
draft the curriculum and worked with
the Freeholder Board and Depart-
ment of Human Services, Office of
Veterans Affairs staff, to finalize and
develop the curriculum.

Mr. Stebbins is also the public rela-
tions/PRIDE chairman for the Union
County Education Association.

“Teachers and others interested in
history may use this online curricu-
lum in whole or in part to generate
discussion, conduct research, and
engage in special projects,” Free-
holder Chairman Chris Hudak said.
“We also encourage teachers and all
students of history to visit our Medal
of Honor memorial site in Eliza-
beth.”

For information on all Union
County services and programs, visit
ucnj.org.


