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Nomahegan Lake.
Ms. Van Ostenbridge also said

that flags have recently been
placed on trees, mostly likely to
demark it as one to cut down.

Kenilworth had offered up its
Brearley field to the college, but
UCC has not responded, Ms. Van
Ostenbridge said.

The area proposed for the turf
field would also affect Gallows
Hill Road residents in Westfield.
Mrs. Krause said that area al-
ready has traffic issues, and the
athletic complex would create
more traffic and noise in the
area.

The Westfield Town Council is
to vote on a resolution on Tues-
day, April 22, to oppose the ath-
letic field, according to the Colby
Lane residents.

Governor Chris Christie said re-
cently that the state is anticipat-
ing over $1 billion more in fed-
eral funds for flood mitigation,
Pittsfield Street resident Frank
Krause said. He asked the com-
mittee again to invite Governor
Christie to hold a town hall meet-
ing.

“We could gather a lot of en-
thusiasm from the community…,”
Mr. Krause said.

“We have extended the offer,”
Mayor Kalnins responded.

The Mayors Council Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control,
made up of 12 mayors from com-
munities along the Rahway River,
is working to mitigate flooding
and has drafted a watershed miti-
gation plan. Barbara Krause said,
“If you look at this and you read it
and look at how hard they are
working to mitigate flooding, and
you look at what the college is
doing, and it is in such direct
contradiction. It makes no sense.”

“You are absolutely right,” said
Mayor Kalnins.

“It is hypocritical at the same
time we are going forward to
looking to spend hundreds of
millions of dollars at the federal
level on flood control to lower the

river just three feet, they are
going to do something that at
least in my opinion will damage
that effort,” Mayor Kalnins said

Ms. Van Ostenbridge told The
Westfield Leader that her neigh-
bor now experiences flooding in
her basement every time it rains
after UCC put in the parking lot
and never planted trees as a
buffer, as it agreed to.

UCC’s soccer and lacrosse
teams were formed about two
years ago, and play in three state
teams, Ms. Van Ostenbridge told
the Leader.

“Dr. McMenamin is determined
to get this done. She sees it as
her legacy,” said Mrs. Krause.

“This is a flooding issue. This is
a public safety issue for the town-
ship of Cranford,” said Mr.
Hannen.

A request for a community gar-
den was made by resident Jim
Buettner. The township sug-
gested looking into the conser-
vation center, Roosevelt Park or
the Walnut Avenue School.

The gazebo on North Union and
Springfield Avenues is not ADA
compliant, Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola said, and the town-
ship is required to add a ramp.
He said there is no easy solution.
He received a quote for a new
gazebo and asked the township
administrator to review it.

The committee also approved
on second reading, 4-1, to award
a $462,892 contract to Integrated
Technical Systems for the pur-
chase of 44 multi-space pay sta-
tions to replace existing pay sta-
tions and to also complete the
parking meter system in the
township. Mr. Hannen opposed
the resolution, saying he was not
in agreement of adding more pay
stations in the town.

The Downtown Management
Corporation budget for 2014 to-
taling $178,734, up from
$169,209 last year, was ap-
proved. A public hearing will be
held Tuesday, May 6, at 8 p.m.

Shouldn’t Cranford Planning Bd.
Have Right to Vote on UCC Field?

Cranford residents have been gearing up in
recent weeks in opposition to a plan by Union
County College to construct a soccer/la-
crosse field and six-lane track at the rear of
the Cranford campus on the Westfield border
off of Gallows Hill Road where the college’s
tennis courts currently are located. The col-
lege has pulled its $2-million capital budget
request off the table after Union County
opted not to fund the project when residents
came to freeholder meetings to oppose the
field. But UCC will likely conduct a fund-
raising effort to come up with the money.

If this field is built it will almost certainly
impact the quality of life of neighboring
residents in both Cranford and Westfield.
This project is not just seen by the college as
an effort to provide a home field for its men’s
and women’s soccer teams, men’s lacrosse
team and men’s and women’s track teams,
but as a revenue generator for the college.

In our opinion, the Cranford community
should be given more say on this project.
After all, plans call for removing some 700
trees to make room for this field. What

impact will that have on a town hit hard by
major floods over the years?

Like government, colleges cannot be turned
down for a project they are seeking from a
town. Remember when the county “advised”
the Westfield Planning Board about the pub-
lic safety building, i.e. the Ralph Froehlich
Building? Or when 4Connections, a Union
County vendor, came before the town council
in 2006 to advise the town it was installing
fiber optic cable along North Avenue?

Shouldn’t Union County College be required
to file an application with the Cranford Build-
ing Department like everybody else and let
the planning board decide if the plans meet
the legal statutes of Cranford’s zoning and
Land Use ordinances? Let the board have a
vote.

We ask the college’s Boards of Governors
and Trustees: Why not talk to the county
and/or surrounding towns about existing
fields that might be available for use by UCC?
In the end, we encourage the college to listen
to its neighbors. Isn’t that what being a good
neighbor is all about?

to the recycling contract with
Waste Management to determine
if the borough could save money.

After a more than 40-minute
executive session that focused
on possible litigation over the
Athletic Field Complex, among
other issues, the council waded
through a relatively quiet agenda.

During the workshop session,
the council heard from George
Stafford, outreach director for
the New Jersey Highlands Coali-
tion. Mr. Stafford asked the coun-
cil for a resolution in support of
the state’s 2004 Highlands Wa-
ter Protection and Planning Act
master plan, which he said was
up for review by the 15-member

Highlands Water Protection and
Planning Council.

The council is an environmen-
tal group that targets the 1,342-
square-mile Highlands region in
northwestern New Jersey that
stretches diagonally from
Phillipsburg to Ringwood through
the counties of Bergen,
Hunterdon, Morris, Passaic,
Somerset, Sussex and Warren.
Mr. Stafford says the area pro-
vides 25 to 50 percent of the
drinking water for Garwood.

He claimed the area was “un-
der threat by people who want to
make development within the
Highlands easier and more gen-
eral.” The act, signed into law by

then Governor Jim McGreevey,
limits development in the rural
expanse that encompasses more
than one-tenth of the state.

Mr. Stafford, who sought simi-
lar support from Cranford’s Town-
ship Committee last year, sup-
plied a draft resolution for the
Garwood council to consider.

The council also will apparently
consider a resolution at its Tues-
day, April 22 meeting to approve
a “change order” for the $3.2-
million Athletic Field Complex that
would increase the cost by about
$6,000. The new costs are for
additional flood vents and vent
relocations, additional framing,
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