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Lady Lancers Sting Raiders, 13-12

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD—Residents of Colby
Lane spoke out against Union
County College (UCC) clear-cut-
ting some 700 trees on 4.3 acres
of a wooded area situated across
the street from their homes to
make way for a turf, lacrosse and
soccer field, a six-lane running
track and a jumping pit, Monday
and Tuesday during the town-
ship committee meetings.

The North Avenue Rail Station
Pedestrian Improvement project
is at a standstill after receiving
bids higher than budgeted. The
township had received a
$500,000 grant from the state
Department of Transportation
(DOT) in 2011 for this project
and had budgeted $860,000 of
its own money for the project.
The lowest bidder came in at
$1.172 million.

Now that budgeted amount is
likely to be increased to
$935,000, according to town-
ship engineer estimates, Town-
ship Administrator Terence Wall
said. “I did ask him to look at
areas that that number could be
reduced to get to that funded
amount. So far there is approxi-
mately $59,000 identified to be
handled in house,” Mr. Wall said.

On Tuesday, the township was
able to receive a six-month ex-
tension on the grant, which would
have expired this month, from
the DOT and had passed a reso-
lution to reject all bids and go out
to bid again.

Much of the township meetings
were devoted to comments made
by residents opposing the UCC
athletic field complex. UCC has
plans drawn up, available to view
at cranford.com/township, for a
turf field and track, with a five-
year plan to add a parking ga-
rage at its Cranford campus. Sta-
dium seating and lighting is pro-
posed for the site.

The township has made a reso-
lution opposing the field.

The Union County Freeholders
have since de-funded the project
and now UCC is sending out pro-
motion materials asking for con-
tributions to build the field.

“There are 750 signatures
against this project… How do we
get you guys to help us motivate
the community?” asked Colby
Lane resident Felicia Van
Ostenbridge, who said there is a
link to the petition at ucnu.org.

The township said it is looking
into a statement made by former
president of UCC, Thomas Brown,
who had promised in 1994 when
UCC cut back woods for a parking
lot that UCC would not expand
into the wooded area any fur-
ther, according to Ms. Van
Ostenbridge.

The township also is looking
into an agreement made between
the township and UCC in 1983 to
collect 85 cents per full-time stu-
dent enrolled for police, fire and
EMS services provided to the col-
lege by the township that was to
be enacted in 1985; however,
UCC has not paid on this agree-

Colby La. Residents Against UCC Turf Field
ment, Mayor Andis Kalnins said.
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
said the back payment could be
around $166,000, or more.

Mr. Hannen requested an OPRA
request be sent to UCC request-
ing full-time student enrollment
numbers going back to 1985.

Mayor Kalnins said he has also
set up a meeting in a few weeks
with president of UCC, Margaret
McMenamin.

Resident Barbara Krause also
requested the township look into
a possible deed restriction when
UCC purchased the wooded area
from Fairview Cemetery.

“Well, this field is just in
Cranford. They have campuses
in four different
communities…They don’t want
to use existing fields...They don’t
want to use Warinanco Park be-
cause it floods…so they are going
to create a flood?” Ms. Van
Ostenbridge said.

She said if this project were to
be built that 7 million more gal-
lons of water will be going into

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Council Discusses
Sewage Net Replacement

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
Streets, Roads and Ecology Com-
mittee Chairman Bill Nierstedt
warned the Borough Council
Tuesday night that the borough
may need to replace its more
than 20-year-old sewage net
along North Avenue.

The warning came after the
Department of Public Works re-
quired assistance from Cranford
and Westfield to unclog recent
blockages.

Mr. Nierstedt did not have a
cost estimate for the new net,
since he had only learned of the
issue earlier in the day. How-

ever, given the age of the exist-
ing net and that it was incapable
of preventing the blockages, he
said a new one may be neces-
sary.

Two clogs occurred on the west-
ern edge of Garwood in the vicin-
ity of the ShopRite food market
and The Westwood catering hall.
Mr. Nierstedt said linen was dis-
covered as the cause of the clogs,
leading those who fixed the prob-
lem to suspect The Westwood as
the source.

The streets committee also was
continuing its research into the
cost of privatizing garbage col-
lection and possible alternatives

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE


