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STORCKS GRAND SLAM, 7 RBI; LIPSHITZ RBI, 2 RUNS

Blue Devils Use Plate Power
To Jolt Baseball Raiders, 9-6

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

April Fools Day proved to be no
joke as offensive muscle molded the
outcome of the Westfield High School
baseball team’s 9-6 season-opening
victory over host Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

The power hitting came off the bat
of senior shortstop Matt Storcks, the
major contributor at the plate with
seven RBI, including a grand slam
home run in the third inning, a two-
run triple in the fourth inning and
finishing with a RBI sacrifice fly in
the fifth inning.

Facing several fierce Raider bat-
ters, starting pitcher senior Brad
DeMartino struggled somewhat, go-
ing three and two-third innings but
managed to get the win. DeMartino
allowed six runs, three earned, on
five hits, three strikeouts and four
walks. A superb three and one-half
inning relief pitching performance
by junior Jack Bunting held the Raid-
ers at bay. Bunting tossed a one hitter,
walked one and retired eight batters.

The senior laden Blue Devils to-
taled 12 hits. Leadoff hitter Anthony
Perconte went 2-for-4, including a
double, and scored two runs. Chris
Hogge went 2-for-3 with an RBI sac-
rifice fly. Mike Ionta and Tyler Bow-
man each ripped a pair of singles.
Bowman and Marc Luino accounted
for two runs each.

“The amazing thing is that that
throughout the preseason our regular
starting pitchers walked very few guys
in spite of the cold weather. We didn’t
walk anyone, and today; I think a lot
of it was opening day jitters, squeez-
ing the ball a little too hard, we just
walked way too many guys. Not the
kind of performance our guys are
capable of. We got some real timely
hitting. We made a lot of mistakes. In
all honesty, we have been on the field
for practice, one day. We’re only go-
ing to get better as will our pitching.
Brad (DeMartino) was a caged ani-
mal all day long at school; he just has
to relax a little bit; he’s good; he just
didn’t have it today. Jack Bunting (3-
1/3 innings) came in and did a great

job for us,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster said.

“I felt really strong in the begin-
ning and my off-speed was really
good. We started hitting the [stuffing]
out of the ball so it was a little hard to
keep my rhythm and composure to-
gether, but I worked as hard as I
could. My teammates backed me up,
so I’m thankful for that,” said
DeMartino.

The Raiders finished with six hits.
Matt Ridge hammered an RBI double
and an RBI single. Zack Lipshitz
rapped a RBI single and scored two
runs. Garrett Zito singled and scored
a run and Chris Gibbons had an RBI.
Tyler O’Brien and Christian Isolda
each singled.

We made a couple of mistakes in
the field and gave them some extra
outs, and again, you cannot give a
good team extra outs; they are going
to make you pay, which they did. We
battled, we kept playing, we never
held our heads down and we kept on
fighting and fighting to the last out
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704 Highland Avenue, Westfield Offered at $1,125,000
Welcome home to this beautifully maintained, elegant Spanish mission style Victorian home nestled in the heart
of the Gardens on one of Westfield's most sought after streets. This six bedroom home has been lovingly main-
tained. It's gorgeous architectural details, original stained-glass panels & stunning millwork have been pre-
served. This home boasts beautifully detailed beveled glass doors, coffered ceilings, inlaid hardwood floors,
wood-burning fireplaces and magnificent stained-glass panels over many of the windows. The gracious floor
plan and covered wraparound porch are perfect for entertaining. There is even a wraparound porch off the
master bedroom and a 20 x 14 art studio on the third floor. The serene, professionally landscaped yard sits on
a beautiful piece of property – truly a unique opportunity to own one of Westfield's most remarkable homes!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kids Will Be Kids,
But This Wasn’t Cool

1962 MAJOR LEAGUE CHAMPION SENATORS...Front row (from left):
Chris Merrill, Drew Viglianti, John Augustine, Rick Stewart, Bob Feldman,
David Stewart, Bob Larson and batboy Steve Merrill; middle row, Terry Rounds,
Ted Harrington, John Percy, Frank Tokash, John Bednarz, George Hess and
Chip Merrill; back row, coach George Hess and manager Doug Merrill.

Phillipsburg wrestling coach Dave
Post on Sunday, Feb. 16, after the
Stateliners capped an undefeated sea-
son with a 32-21 victory over Southern
in the state Group 4 championship:

“Our guys want to know about our
history, about coach (Thad) Turner; they
take pride in it. Brandon Paetzell (a
sophomore 106-pounder) has been
wanting to learn about coach Turner
and all of our past history. And there
aren’t words to describe our fans; half
the town was here to support our kids,
and they love that.”

And people wonder why I love
Phillipsburg?

In what turned out to be the pivotal
match, and one of the most historic
wins in a school steeped in historic
wins, a P’burg 195-pound freshman
with two varsity wins (both forfeits)
bumped up to 285 and pinned a senior
with a 23-5 record.

Then in what should have been the
giddy aftermath of one of the great
victories in the history of the state’s
No. 1 wrestling dynasty, came a rotten
tomato to spoil the soup. Seven P’burg
wrestlers posed in a picture with a
wrestling dummy, apparently being
hanged. The dummy was black and
had on a Paulsboro wrestling singlet.
Social media being what it is, the photo
went viral and became a controversy
across the state.

Paulsboro and Phillipsburg are two
gritty Delaware River towns, and are
either 1-2 or 2-1 in any ranking of New
Jersey’s fabled wrestling programs.
(Sorry Blair Academy, we only deal
with town teams.) Paulsboro’s popula-
tion is 54 percent white, 37 percent
black; P’burg is 84 percent white, 8
percent black.

Many were stunned when the
Phillipsburg school district – former
two-time state heavyweight champion
Greg Troxell is the school’s principal –
came down hard, suspending the wres-
tlers from the district tournament the
following weekend. (Even without
those spots in the lineup, P’burg fin-
ished a strong second.) Many felt these
were good kids, just having some fun
and letting off some steam, and were
not racially motivated. They felt the
wrestlers shouldn’t be kept from the
district tournament, the first step to-
ward a state individual championship.

At most schools, discipline usually
involves the next competition, which in
this case was the district tournament. In
a similar situation – but nowhere near as
serious – the 1986 Westfield boys swim
team went into the Union County Tour-
nament minus four of its top guys. Ron
Dau, Mike Linenberg, Aaron Weber
and Max Wunderle were suspended af-
ter they trashed a locker room at the
Westfield Y. The next competition was
counties, where Westfield had a 29-year
streak of county championships. (De-
spite the suspensions, the Blue Devils
managed to earn a tie with Summit.)

But trashing a locker room is not to
be compared with what could be con-
sidered a potentially racist photo. New
Jersey is certainly not Alabama or Mis-
sissippi as far as racially-motivated
lynchings, but there is a history of it in
the Garden State that not many people
in 2014 want to be reminded of.

Faithful Reader Jeff from Pittstown
said the punishment didn’t fit the crime.
He is a former police officer in Westfield
and North Plainfield. But a photo with
a black-faced dummy being hung in
effigy is just not cool. That was my first
thought when I viewed the photo.

Somebody should’ve said, ‘This re-
ally isn’t a good idea, guys.’ But once it

was posted it was too late and, well,
actions have consequences. The P’burg
administration spoke, and life – 50
years after Martin Luther King’s fa-
mous “I have a dream” speech and 150
years after the Civil War – slowly moved
on.

HAPPY ENDINGS
Caroline Baldwin and Sarah Cronin,

the Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig of WHS
girls swimming the past four winters,
ended their careers at YMCA Nation-
als last week in Greensboro, N.C., and
they went out with some fast swims.

Baldwin went 22.88 and finished
second in the 50 free, losing to the
defending champion who set a national
record 22.46. On Friday, she was dis-
qualified for an early start in the 100
freestyle, where she was seeded sixth.
She had relay splits of 22.89, 23.10,
50.58 and 50.96.

Cronin swam a smokin’ 1:49.37 for
ninth in 200 free, winning the consola-
tion finals. In her other individual
swims, she was eighth in the 100 free in
50.97 and 33rd in the 200 IM (2:07.56).
She turned in relay splits of 23.22,
23.48, 50.63, 1:51.26 and 50.15.

STEPPING UP
The boys lacrosse team hadn’t faced

the Lawrenceville School since 1997.
From 1986-97 it was a good, but one-
sided rivalry, with the Big Red winning
eight of the 12 meetings, although WHS
won that 1997 match by a 9-8 score.
Two of those Lawrenceville wins were
in overtime, in 1990 and ’91.

But last Saturday the teams resumed
competition and what a tremendous
match it was. The Big Red got the huge
crowd whipped into a frenzy, scoring
four times in the first four minutes. But
the Blue Devils settled down and pulled
out an 11-9 victory on a pair of fourth-
quarter goals by Chris Aslanian.

WHS had heroes aplenty. Jack
Kessler seemingly won every face-off
over the last three periods, when
Westfield had a 9-3 goals advantage.
Luke Prybylski had three goals and
three assists. Sophomore goalie Toby
Burgdorf was outstanding the last three
periods, especially the fourth. And the
defense, led by Jack Simcox and Danny
McHugh, shut the door when it had to.

Among the fans in the Westfield stands
were Dick Gottlick, his wife and several
of his daughters. The father of former
WHS wrestlers Rich, Jerry, Phil and Will,
Dick was wearing a white hat with a red
L, but explained that his grandson is a
senior lacrosse player at Lawrenceville,
the son of his daughter Ann Marie (’77),
a former WHS swimmer.

Dick renewed acquaintances with
his old Booster buddy Skip Prybylski

and enjoyed the company of his first
great-grandson – yes, Ann Marie, the
assistant athletic director at Upland
Country Day School in Kennett Square,
Pa., is a grandmother.

BY THE NUMBERS
Anna Tanji’s recent eight-goal per-

formance against Glen Ridge was one
short of the school girls lacrosse record,
set in 2013 by Elizabeth Cusick. Tanji
came into her senior year with 42 ca-
reer goals.

Matt Storcks’ seven RBI against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood was third best
ever at WHS. A.J. Murray’s nine ribbies
vs. Plainfield in 2009 is the record. At
eight RBI are Ron Nobile, Jay Cook,
Alex Zierler and Mike Murray.

FACES IN THE CROWD
Glenn Gruber (WHS ’67) became

the seventh Westfielder (Westfieldian?)
to be honored in Sports Illustrated in its
Faces in the Crowd feature. Gruber,
now living in California, set a world
record in the 400 freestyle for Masters
Swimming. He joins Ham Richardson,
Walt Hansgen, Roger Anderson, John
Ketcham, Lauren Sinnenberg and
Hannah Kronick.

UPCOMING
Chatham, which had a scout filming

Saturday’s WHS-Lawrenceville la-
crosse match, will be the opponent at
Kehler Stadium today at 4.

The baseball team, which played
hosted Bridgewater-Raritan and
Cranford earlier this week, will face
Elizabeth across the street at Brewster
Field.

Saturday is the annual Blue Devil
Invitational track meet at Kehler Sta-
dium, while the tennis team travels to
Morris Township for the Delbarton In-
vitational.

WAY BACK MACHINE
With the Westfield Baseball League

opening up, this week the Way Back
Machine travels to 1962 and Gumbert
Park’s Field No. 1, where the Senators
beat the Cardinals in a wild Little World
Series.

After splitting the first two games,
the decisive third game saw the Cardi-
nals rally for three runs in the bottom of
the seventh – a solo home run by Bob
Brewster (yes, the current WHS coach)
and a two-run homer by George
Saltzman – to force extra innings. The
Senators won, 12-5, with seven runs in
the top of the ninth. Frank Tokash, the
loser to Saltzman in the opener, 5-1,
was the winner of Game 3 in relief.
Lefty John Bednarz won the second
game, 4-2, to finish a 7-0 season. Tokash
and Bednarz pitched WHS to a Union
County Tournament title in 1968, with
Brewster as their catcher.
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING INTO THIRD...Raider Kevin Maxwell holds up at third in the season-opening game against the Westfield Blue
Devils in Scotch Plains on April 1. The Blue Devils prevailed, 9-6.
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