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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Shocked And Dismayed By Carjacking
Editorial in the April 3rd Issue

Resident Is Encouraged by Proposed
Scotch Plains Municipal Budget

How Fervent Can They Be When They
Show No Interest in Garwood?

Carjacking Editorial, Excellent;
Tells It Like It Is

After stating that the alleged per-
petrators of a carjacking in Westfield
last week were from “the inner city of
Newark,” the editorial concluded that
“a bigger wall” was needed between
that city and Westfield. It was not
clear whether the “wall” was to keep
people in Newark or out of Westfield.
At its best, the editorial was ignorant;
at its worst, it was overtly racist.

First, we want to make clear that
our issues with The Leader’s edito-
rial and the apparent beliefs of its
editors do not detract from our relief
that both the victim of this carjacking
and the police, who heroically appre-
hended the perpetrators, were not
seriously injured. But that should not
stop fair-minded people from being
distressed at this very disturbing edi-
torial.

We have read that the major reason
that carjackings are increasing is that
technology in newer motor vehicles
prevents hotwiring. Anyone wanting
to steal a newer vehicle has to take it
when it is running or when the keys
can be taken from the driver. The
editors, on the other hand, think they
have another, simple explanation for
these crimes which they say “don’t
happen here often” as Westfield is
“isolated and protected.”

Carjackings, they say, are caused

by “inner city residents” because of
“corrupt” and “do-gooder politicians”
who simply “throw money” at people
the editors call “vermin” for whom
there is apparently no hope.

The editors would presumably not
assign any role to such things as loss of
jobs, poor urban schools, lack of job
training, cuts in unemployment ben-
efits, and the like. There is at least the
possibility that some or all of these
factors play a role in the overall condi-
tion of our cities and their residents.

And worst of all to the editors is to
have the former mayor of Newark, an
African-American, serving as our
United States Senator. Because of
him, they say, the “wall” should be
even bigger.

We would suggest that the editors
see A Raisin in the Sun, currently on
Broadway — a play, which deals
with a poor family’s efforts to move
out of their cramped, inner city apart-
ment to a house in a white neighbor-
hood. Unfortunately, we doubt they
would understand it.

Steve and Bettye Barcan
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The editorial was
solely about violent crime and the
denial of many in our society to rec-
ognize that it exists.

I think your editorial was excellent
(Carjacking, April 3)! Tells it like it
is... whether it is Newark, Camden,
Plainfield, or Detroit. It is the crime
and political corruption bankrupting
these cities and the schools.

Meanwhile the people in these cit-
ies keep voting in the same corrupt
sleaze balls. That is why business
will never invest in these areas.

Also, I believe that Newark is a
sanctuary city now infested with more
gangs. Wasn’t it MS13 gang mem-
bers who shot those kids in the
schoolyard? They had rap sheets a
mile long and the city did nothing to
deport them.

Bill Sanders
Bernardsville

At the last township council meet-
ing [Scotch Plains], we were given a
preview of the proposed 2014 mu-
nicipal budget. The proposed budget
calls for a tax increase of less than 1
percent. While no increase would be
preferable, I’m encouraged that we
are moving in the right direction fol-
lowing last year’s 1.26 percent in-
crease (the lowest increase in 10
years), that was proposed and passed
at the time by our newly elected
Mayor Kevin Glover and Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella over Coun-
cilman Bo Vastine’s objections.

One might remember that Mr.
Vastine argued that last year’s budget
was irresponsible, that the increase
was too low and would lead to disas-

trous consequences in 2014. Well, I
guess the recurrent message of Mayor
Glover and Councilwoman Gialanella
that we can do better and will work to
do so has prevailed over the gloom
and doom scenarios expressed by
Councilman Vastine and his Tea Party
followers and supporters.

Finally, I am pleased that the Mayor
and Council have proposed restoring
Sunday and Monday operating hours
at our public library, following Mayor
Glover’s identification of surpluses
in this year’s budget that will enable
the extended library operating days
to be accomplished in a fiscally re-
sponsible manner.

Kimberly Nix
Scotch Plains

The letter to the editor, which appeared
[last week] in the local news media call-
ing for a change in the GOP leadership in
the Borough of Garwood, has prompted
me as the chairman of the Garwood Re-
publican Committee to respond.

There is a saying that is certainly ap-
propriate for this situation: “why fix it if
it isn’t broken.” It is most distressing that
a group of persons, most of whom have
never so much as attended a single meet-
ing of the Garwood GOP County Com-
mittee or the Republican Club, or who
have not placed a sign on their lawn,
handed out a piece of campaign literature
or made a phone call for Republican
candidates have decided it is time for the
committee to rejuvenate. What makes
them able to judge when it is time?

Stating that they are all parents and pay
taxes as if these are requirements for the
job is insulting to not only the current
committee members, who have by the
way raised 11 children between them
with a few still school age, but it is a slap
in the face to all registered Republicans
who are now empty nesters or non-par-
ents either by chance or by choice. Also,
the argument about paying a tax bill is
like a slotted spoon and has been proven
to hold very little soup. Renters do pay
taxes through their rent and pay dearly; at
times more than some homeowners.

How fervent can these folks be if when
we have been out canvassing door to door
asking for support they have never shown
any interest?

The Garwood GOP constantly goes
through periods of renewal and welcomes
newcomers to join the ranks. I recall one
newcomer who became a district leader
and was fully supported for borough coun-
cil only to become disgruntled within
weeks of his being sworn into office.
Shortly it became apparent that he did not
as they say, “play well with others.”

Our fellow GOPers need to know that
he began to insist that I demand the

resignations of your elected Republican
officials because they did not do their
jobs to his personal liking.

The committee has grown from two
persons to a full contingent of eight elected
district leaders with a group of club mem-
bers who are respected countywide and
have earned for the borough strong inter-
personal relationships with all of the leg-
islators who represent our state and fed-
eral districts. It cannot be assumed that
these relationships would be passed along
automatically to a contingent of virtual
inexperienced unknowns.

Our slate of district leader candidates
who are long-term residents of the bor-
ough possess a variety of life experiences
including a former Marine, councilman,
former school board members, a third-
generation life-long Garwood resident
and regional sales rep., the v.p. of the
Westfield Area chamber of Commerce
and a local business owner, a retired high
ranking professional firefighter. Also in-
cluded is a former Union County Repub-
lican State Committee member, your
mayor, founder and past president of the
Battleship NJ Historical Museum Soci-
ety, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Lieuten-
ant, Sergeant-at-Arms in the N.J. Assem-
bly and youth baseball coach.

Our candidate slate has been awarded
the official GOP county line and will
appear on the ballot under the slogan:
“Regular Organization Republican of
Union County.” In the best interest of the
borough and for experienced leadership,
please cast your votes on June 3rd Pri-
mary Election Day for: 1st District, Carol
Kearney and Gene Jannotti; 2nd District,
Cheryl Neidermaier and Glenn Sytko;
3rd District, John and Patricia
Quattrocchi; and 4th District, Victor and
Judy DeFilippo.

We welcome inquiries — e-mail us at
sajobsq@aol.com.

John Quattrocchi, Chairman
Garwood GOP Committee

Time Banking Could
Help Finding Homes
For Dogs and Cats

Many of us consider our furry
friends in our lives as part of our
families. They eat with us, sleep with
us, and watch TV with us. Sadly,
animals are not always found in warm
and loving homes. There are approxi-
mately eight million dogs and cats
that enter shelters in the United States
each year. Due to this seemingly in-
surmountable number, there is often
no place to put these animals and
shelters are unable to save them all.
There is a way you can help, how-
ever. A new type of time-based cur-
rency called “TimeBanking” is an
outlet where people of the commu-
nity can donate their hours and ser-
vices, and in return receive talents or
special services from others within
the community.

Now, how does Time Banking work
with animal rescue, you may ask. It’s
simple. Veterinarians have signed up
to donate their serves, and commu-
nity members can sign up to become
foster homes, pet sitting services, or
other wise persons donate their time
to help the animals find homes. Indi-
viduals can also donate time toward a
rescue organization so that they may
find foster homes and adoptive fami-
lies. The aim of this is to lessen the
financial constraints that potential
foster homes may have, and there-
fore keep animals out of shelters and
in homes.

Hopefully, TimeBanking can make
adoption a more appealing and finan-
cially responsible option to pet own-
ership. Giving a homeless pet a sec-
ond chance at life is an experience
everyone should appreciate!

Elise Enners
Scotch Plains

Carjacking Editorial; Ill-Considered
Emotional Reaction

I was shocked, dismayed and of-
fended to read last week’s editorial
“The Carjacking! Do We Need A
Bigger Wall?” The blatant racist tone
of the column is not reflective of
what I consider to be Westfield val-
ues.

No one argues that the carjacking
incident was anything other than a
despicable crime. However, to use
coded adjectives to depict the crimi-
nals, and to imply that the fault lies
squarely at the foot of the City of
Newark, its politicians and its former
mayor (now U.S, Senator) is simplis-

tic, narrow and divisive.
Unfortunately, the problem is much

larger and more complex than your
ill-considered emotional reaction
conveys. We as a community would
be better served thoughtfully exam-
ining the problem and collaborating
to develop effective solutions that
lead to a better quality of life for all of
us. I don’t presume to know what the
answer is, but I am certain that it does
not include building a bigger wall!

Nancy Gannett Vickers
Westfield

Shouldn’t Cranford Planning Bd.
Have Right to Vote on UCC Field?

Cranford residents have been gearing up in recent
weeks in opposition to a plan by Union County
College to construct a soccer/lacrosse field and six-
lane track at the rear of the Cranford campus on the
Westfield border off of Gallows Hill Road where the
college’s tennis courts currently are located. The
college has pulled its $2-million capital budget re-
quest off the table after Union County opted not to
fund the project when residents came to freeholder
meetings to oppose the field. But UCC will likely
conduct a fund-raising effort to come up with the
money.

If this field is built it will almost certainly impact
the quality of life of neighboring residents in both
Cranford and Westfield. This project is not just seen
by the college as an effort to provide a home field for
its men’s and women’s soccer teams, men’s lacrosse
team and men’s and women’s track teams, but as a
revenue generator for the college.

In our opinion, the Cranford community should be
given more say on this project. After all, plans call
for removing some 700 trees to make room for this

State Assembly Needs to Act on
Extending Cap on Arbitration

field. What impact will that have on a town hit hard
by major floods over the years?

Like government, colleges cannot be turned down
for a project they are seeking from a town. Remem-
ber when the county “advised” the Westfield Plan-
ning Board about the public safety building, i.e. the
Ralph Froehlich Building? Or when 4Connections,
a Union County vendor, came before the town coun-
cil in 2006 to advise the town it was installing fiber
optic cable along North Avenue?

Shouldn’t Union County College be required to
file an application with the Cranford Building De-
partment like everybody else and let the planning
board decide if the plans meet the legal statutes of
Cranford’s zoning and Land Use ordinances? Let the
board have a vote.

We ask the college’s Boards of Governors and
Trustees: Why not talk to the county and/or sur-
rounding towns about existing fields that might be
available for use by UCC? In the end, we encourage
the college to listen to its neighbors. Isn’t that what
being a good neighbor is all about?

Four years ago Governor Chris Christie and the
Democratically-controlled State Legislature reached
an agreement for a 2-percent cap on tax levies. An
additional measure was a 2-percent cap on interest
arbitration on police and firefighter contracts which
have reached an impasse in negotiations. That cap,
however, expired on April 1 after the State Assembly
failed to act on changes per a conditional veto by
Governor Christie on a bill extending the cap on
arbitration awards through 2017.

The New Jersey League of Municipalities
(NJLOM) has warned Trenton lawmakers of the
consequences for not extending the cap on arbitra-
tion awards. “Unless the cap is reinstated arbitrators
will be able to impose awards for all future expiring
contracts similar to those issued prior to the imple-
mentation of the 2 percent cap. Such excessive
awards could immediately threaten funding for all
other municipal services,” said William Dressel, Jr.,
executive director of the New Jersey League of
Municipalities in a message on the NJLOM website.
“And, in the not-too-distant future, such awards
could force local budget makers to reduce public
safety staffing levels, as fewer local employees

steadily take home higher percentages of local funds.”
Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-

21st, Westfield) told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times: “It is very important
that we continue with a strong cap because property
taxes are the most important issue facing the tax-
payer in the state. So we are trying to work with the
(Assembly) Speaker (Vincent Prieto) to get it done.”

The Governor in his conditional veto objected to
a provision in the bill (A-3067) to raise the cap from
2 to 3 percent in cases in which it can be shown that
higher health care insurance premiums or job reduc-
tions have saved taxpayers money. He also objected
to making contracts exempt from the cap in future
arbitrations if employee unions had already negoti-
ated one raise less than 2 percent.

In our opinion, it is imperative that arbitration caps
are extended. Property taxes already exceed the 2-
percent cap in many cases due to exemptions such as
bonded debt, pensions and health care premiums.

We urge Speaker Prieto to work with his Demo-
cratic caucus as well as Republicans to get this
legislation approved quickly so the Governor can
sign it into law.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Typhinia – A relapsing fever
2. Juste au corps – A close fitting coat
3. Typhlosis – Blindness
4. Dedolent – Feeling no compunction

or regret

TREACLY
1. Savageness of manner; fierceness
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. Thick and sticky
4. Oozing; seeping

PEIGNOIR
1. A woman’s dressing gown or negli-

gee
2. A ballet dancer
3. A decorative wax candle
4. A nagging, scolding woman

HABRONEME
1. A daydream
2. Having the form of fine threads
3. Having no common traits; unrelated
4. Round or oval in form

STOT
1. Strong; racy
2. Haughty; boastful
3. A blister beetle
4. A young bull

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

See more letters on page 5
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Congressman Leonard Lance (NJ-
07) will hold his annual "Service
Academy Information Fair" for Sev-
enth Congressional District high
school students on Saturday, May 31,
10 til noon at Raritan Valley Commu-
nity College. For info, (908) 788-
6900.

----------------
Westfield Recreation Department

annual road race: Run The Park. A
5K Run & 1-Mile Fun Run/Walk.
The event will be held on Sunday,
May 18 at 9:00 am. For info, 908-
789-4080.

----------------
Mountainside - The third annual

Memorial Day parade will commence
on Monday, May 26th at 11:30 am at
the Veterans flagpole monument on
Constitution Plaza. For info, (908)
244-4111.

APRIL SHOWERS
BRING MAY FLOWERS


