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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHREDDED...Union County sponsored a paper shredding event on Saturday
morning at the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools in Scotch Plains.
Shredding documents is recommended to deter identity theft.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW STATIONS...New solar-powered parking stations were installed in down-
town Westfield recently. The new stations accept credit cards and also allow
patrons to pay for all day parking in specific spots.

Objector Sues Planning Board
Over Stop & Shop Hearings

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After a dozen
hearings last year, the planning
board approved Stop & Shop’s ap-
plication to expand their Elm Street
store. Now objector James Hughes
of Massachusetts Street has filed a
lawsuit against the planning board,
alleging that they acted improperly
in the approval process.

As previously reported, the com-
pany plans to demolish two office
buildings at 203 and 195 Elm Street
to enlarge the parking area and in-
crease the store’s square footage
from 35,426 square feet to 53,555
square feet.

In November, it was revealed that

Mr. Hughes’ objection is being
funded by Village Supermarkets
(see www.goleader.com/13nov21/
08.pdf.) Mr. Hughes failed to ap-
pear to testify, and he was deemed
to have standing in the matter de-
spite the distance between his resi-
dence and the store.

At issue in the new lawsuit, attor-
ney Ronald Gasiorowski alleges that

following the board’s
memorialization of the application,
an additional meeting was held and
amendments were made to the ap-
plication on February 11, 2014. Mr.
Gasiorowski alleges in his suit that
the meeting was held without no-
tice to him or the public.

“The applicant without notice to

UCEDC Helped Businesses
With Sandy Aid, Relocating

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders received a report from
the Union County Economic De-
velopment Corp. (UCEDC) last
Thursday on its accomplishments
for 2013.

Maureen Tinen, president of
UCEDC, said UCEDC has two con-
tracts with the county - one for its
procurement assistance center and
a second contract for general eco-
nomic development.

The United States Department of
Defense funds two procurement
centers in New Jersey, one for Union
County and one for the other 20
counties in the state. Union County
provides 16 percent of the funding
for the county’s program. Ms. Tinen
said in 2013 the UCEDC assisted
Union County clients to secure over
$200 million in defense contracts.
She said the federal government
estimates that money resulted in
over 4,500 jobs being created or
retained in the county.

Under economic development,
Ms. Tinen said UCEDC had its best
lending year in the history of the
organization with 28 loans, 26 of
which were for Union County busi-
nesses impacted by Superstorm
Sandy. She said the loans totaled
$750,000 for a total project cost of
$1.1 million. The money helped
create or retain 185 jobs, she said.
The loans were given in 14 of the
county’s 21 towns.

“That [Sandy loans] stands in
stark contrast to what we’ve seen
from the state where money just
hasn’t flowed into the community.
And I know right after the storm,

you [Ms. Tinen] and your team were
very aggressive in getting those
small business loans out there and
we appreciate it and we know the
businesses in Union County appre-
ciate it,” Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak said.

She said a number of businesses
are being financed by the UCEDC
in relocating to Union County. One
of the businesses, Daisy Salon &
Spa, received $240,000 in UCEDC
financing as part of the business’s
$600,000 cost to move from
Millburn to Union. The salon has
been in business 10 years and will
have 17 employees. The second
business, a plumbing supply com-
pany, received $3.1 million in
UCEDC funding out of a total
project cost of $7.6 million to relo-
cate from Brooklyn to Cranford.
The company, which has been in
business for a year, has 32 employ-
ees and plans to hire another 18
workers.

In addition, a start-up childcare
facility based in New Providence
received $540,000 out of total of
project cost of $1.2 million for the
purchase of a building. Ms. Tinen
the project will result in 10 new
jobs. She said the UCEDC borrows
money from banks and the federal
government for the financing. In
responding to a question from Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski, she said
the term for $50,000 loans is six
years. The UCEDC offers loans up
to $5 million with maximum repay-
ment of loans of 20 years.

In other business, the freeholders
heard proposed resolutions for its
regular meeting tonight. Among

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CF Bd. to Hold Informal
Meeting With UCC

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board will hold an informal meet-
ing with Union County College
(UCC) on Wednesday, April 16 to
discuss the plans for a sports field
on the campus. UCC does not need
permission from the township and
the meeting is a courtesy to the
township.

During the board’s workshop
meeting last Wednesday, the board
said UCC has plans to drain
stormwater into a pond that would
then discharge into Nomahegan
Park. It could be a Green Acres
issue, the board said.

The UCC engineering report’s
calculations have determined the
area will discharge less water after
the new turf field is in place. Those
calculations are based on a five-
year storm. A five-year storm has a
rainfall depth that has a probability
of occurring once in five years or
20 percent chance in a given year.

“How often do we get hit with
100-year storms? A five-year storm
is nothing. They are manipulating
the numbers,” Planning Board mem-
ber Kevin Illing said.

In other business, the Army Corps
of Engineers held its presentation

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RECORDING THE FASTEST TIME...Raider Tori Baliatico had the meet’s best time of 1:07.07 in the shuttle hurdles at
the Summit Relays on April 5. See story page 13.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING DAY...The Westfield Baseball League and the Girls Softball League
held its annual Opening Day Parade on Saturday morning, which began at
Mindowaskin Park. Hundreds of particapants and their families walked to
Gumbert Field for opening ceremonies. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association opening day is this Saturday, April 12, at Booth Field.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP-F BOE Holds First Strategic
Plan Meeting; Next Session April 29

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS - In the first
of a series of meetings aimed at
updating the strategic plan for the
district, members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion met with many teachers, fac-
ulty, parents and community mem-
bers last Wednesday evening. This
new strategic planning title was re-
vealed as 3D District Planning “De-
termination, Dream and Destiny by
Design.”

The meeting, organized by Gwen
Thorton from the New Jersey
School Boards Association, took
some time to review what had been
the focus of the last strategic update

done five years ago. For this “State
of the School and Community” ad-
dress, Ms. Thorton called on Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes.

Superintendent Hayes summa-
rized the district’s last strategic plan
initiative and outlined ways that the
district had met its goals. She noted
that within the last five years, the
district had met its technology goals
by implementing a high speed fiber
optic network, the Honeywell emer-
gency system, a computerized caf-
eteria system, PowerSchool, where
parents can check on their child’s
progress in the classroom on the
Internet and a computerized guid-
ance program for students looking

to further their education. She noted
that technology had been updated
within the classroom structure, also
noting such changes as the new
middle school technology-based
writing program.

Other strategic goals were noted
as being met by implementing man-
darin into their world language pro-
gram and bringing more classroom
educational partnerships between
district students and students in
other countries.

It was also reported that students
have been engaging in service learn-
ing projects with many different
organizations including Ronald
McDonald House, the American
Cancer Society and organizations
to help the homeless.

Facility upgrades were also high-
lighted including new heating ven-
tilation and air conditioning units
(HVAC) at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and the addition of
modular classrooms and bathroom
improvements in district schools.

Curriculum improvements were
also noted including upgraded class
courses in financial literacy, busi-
ness management, economics and
statistics, advanced placement cal-
culus and web development.

After this overview, participants
were asked to break into groups
and discuss strengths and challenges
for the district. Some challenges
were noted as class size, increased
state mandates and full-day kinder-
garten. Others were traffic patterns,
middle school sports and global
competitiveness.

Some strengths were noted as the
district having skilled staff, a sup-
portive community, a great reputa-
tion, active parents and responsive-
ness to student needs.

At the end of the session, Ms.
Thorton noted that each strategic
planning session would last on and
a half hours and that the next ses-
sion was scheduled for Tuesday,

Garwood Council Discusses
Sewage Net Replacement

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough Council
Streets, Roads and Ecology Com-
mittee Chairman Bill Nierstedt
warned the Borough Council Tues-
day night that the borough may
need to replace its more than 20-
year-old sewage net along North
Avenue.

The warning came after the De-
partment of Public Works required
assistance from Cranford and
Westfield to unclog recent block-
ages.

Mr. Nierstedt did not have a cost
estimate for the new net, since he
had only learned of the issue earlier
in the day. However, given the age
of the existing net and that it was
incapable of preventing the block-
ages, he said a new one may be
necessary.

Two clogs occurred on the west-
ern edge of Garwood in the vicinity
of the ShopRite food market and
The Westwood catering hall. Mr.
Nierstedt said linen was discovered
as the cause of the clogs, leading
those who fixed the problem to sus-

pect The Westwood as the source.
The streets committee also was

continuing its research into the cost
of privatizing garbage collection
and possible alternatives to the re-
cycling contract with Waste Man-
agement to determine if the bor-
ough could save money.

After a more than 40-minute ex-
ecutive session that focused on pos-
sible litigation over the Athletic
Field Complex, among other issues,
the council waded through a rela-
tively quiet agenda.

During the workshop session, the
council heard from George Stafford,
outreach director for the New Jer-
sey Highlands Coalition. Mr.
Stafford asked the council for a
resolution in support of the state’s
2004 Highlands Water Protection
and Planning Act master plan, which
he said was up for review by the 15-
member Highlands Water Protec-
tion and Planning Council.

The council is an environmental
group that targets the 1,342-square-
mile Highlands region in northwest-
ern New Jersey that stretches di-
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