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been negotiating with the own-
ers of the largely abandoned
Casale industrial plant to the west
for another 15 at its parking lot
on South Avenue adjacent to the
Garwood Fire Department.

Mr. Tsapatsaris would need a
variance to permit off-site park-
ing, and therefore be in compli-
ance with local ordinances.

The planning board still needs
to discuss the matter among it-
self, and also give the public a
chance to comment and present
evidence on the application. Af-
ter Mr. Tsapatsaris’ group com-
pleted their testimony on March
26, Mr. Greet speculated the
meeting could have lasted until
12:30 to 1 a.m.

He therefore adjourned the
meeting and left it to April 23 to
decide the fate of the applica-
tion.

“It’s very hard to say,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said when asked to
evaluate the project’s chances.
“I saw some positive comments,
but I also heard their concerns.
At this point, it’s quite difficult to
gauge the direction (the board)
would take.”

tween incumbent Republican
township committee members
Andis Kalnins, the current mayor,
and Lisa M. Adubato and Demo-
crats Brian T. McCarthy and Rob-
ert V. Salvatore.

In Scotch Plains, Republican
incumbents William “Bo” Vastine
and Llewellyn Jones are joined
on the GOP ticket by incumbent
Michael “Mickey” Marcus, who
ran as a Democrat four years
ago. They will face Democrats
John Del Sordi, Jr., William “Bill”
Thomas and Luisa Bianco.

In Fanwood, Democratic Coun-
cilmen Kevin Boris and Russell
Huegel have filed for reelection.
No Republicans filed by Monday’s
deadline.

Republican Mountainside Bor-
ough Council incumbents Deanna
Andre and Keith C. Turner are
seeking reelection. No Democrats
filed for council seats.

There is no municipal election
in Westfield this year.

In the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, which includes Fanwood and
most of Scotch Plains, Demo-
crats, Senator Linda Greenstein
(D-14th, Middlesex), Assembly-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-15th, Mercer) and Assembly-
man Upendra J. Chivukula (D-

17th, Somerset), are battling for
their party’s nomination to re-
place Rep. Rush Holt (D), who is
retiring. Also filing for the Demo-
crats is plasma physicist Andrew
Zwicker. Alieta Eck, a medical
doctor, is the Republican candi-
date for the seat.

In the 7th District, three-term
Rep. Leonard Lance (R) is facing
a Primary challenge from David
Larsen for the third consecutive
election cycle. The district includes
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and Westfield. Democrat Janice
Kovach, the mayor of Clinton in
Hunterdon County, plans to ap-
peal a decision by the New Jersey
Division of Elections invalidating
a portion of signatures on her
nominating petition, thus giving
her below the number of required
signatures to run, according to
bluejersey.com.

In the race for a full, six-year
U.S. Senate term, four Republi-
cans have filed nominating peti-
tions: Richard Pezzullo of
Monmouth County, Brian
Goldberg of Essex County, Murray
Sabrin and Jeff Bell of Bergen
County. Former FBI agent Rich-
ard Turkavage of Cranford did
not file a petition by Monday’s
deadline. The winner will face
Senator Cory Booker (D).

At the county level, Democrat
incumbent Freeholders Angel
Estrada of Elizabeth, Chris Hudak
of Linden and Vernell Wright of
Union face Primary opposition
from Jorge Batista of Hillside,
Marvelis Perreira of Elizabeth and
Tamara Twitty of Elizabeth run-
ning under the True Democrats
for a Change ballot line. P. Mark
Martini of Westfield is the only
Republican to file for freeholder.

Union County Surrogate James
LaCorte of Union is seeking re-
election for another five-year
term. He faces a challenge in the
Democratic Primary from Jerome
Dunn of Hillside under the True
Democrats for a Change line. No
Republicans filed for surrogate.
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I am seeking the nomination of
Garwood’s Republican voters to
be their candidate for mayor in
November. When my family and
I chose this little town with a big
heart just over seven years ago,
the community welcomed us with
open arms making the transition
extremely easy. We instantly fell
in love with everything Garwood
had to offer, especially for our
children.

Like so many of you, my family
has had to make extremely tough
financial decisions over the last
few years. Property taxes have
weighed heavily upon us since we
bought our home in Garwood.
Unfortunately, an increase in taxes
over the years has corresponded
with a steady decrease in ser-
vices, marked by a lack of sus-
tained direction. We have seen
our property tax bill consistently
go up, yet many of the amenities
that were such a large part of why
we have come to love Garwood
have been taken from us. When
decision makers get in a financial
bind they immediately threaten
services to the taxpayers. As a
property owner and property tax-
payer in our borough, I feel the
pain very acutely of our local and
county governments to raise taxes
as a first instead of last resort.
This year we will hear how our
taxes are only rising a small per-
centage thanks to aid from the
federal government. Well, where
does our local government think
that aid comes from? That money
is generated by us — the taxpay-
ers — and I believe we are not
getting enough return on our in-
vestment.

With decisive leadership, you
will no longer suffer all the ex-
hausting excuses that we hear
every day with the construction

of the athletic field. As mayor, I
will see that the long-delayed
Athletic Field Complex is finally
completed with no more expendi-
ture of your taxpayer dollars. This
project has coasted along with-
out a clear path for far too long.

With your support, I will take
great pride in providing clear and
consistent leadership that does
not come at the cost of taxpayers
or the amenities our families
deserve. I will bring the steady
hand of competent leadership to
Borough Hall that has been lack-
ing these last years. It’s time to
put aside the infighting and be
transparent with every dollar
generated and spent. It’s time
we complete the athletic field for
our kids and stop with the ex-
cuses. Garwood is our town, and
the time has come to better our
lives here and make it that much
more attractive. When visitors to
the area drive through they
should say to themselves, “Wow,
what a great little town.“

The middle child of Italian im-
migrants, I have been blessed
with four beautiful children and
an amazing wife who also serves
as the vice-president of the
Garwood PTA. Thanks to hard
work and determination, I have
been extremely successful in the
business world, launching pro-
grams and products that have
generated revenues in excess of
$700 million by paying close at-
tention to budgets and maximiz-
ing the return on our invest-
ments. I have also been fortu-
nate to be a part of the Dean
Michael Clarizio Cancer Founda-
tion (www.dmccf.com) as vice-
president of marketing. Com-
prised of a small group of volun-
teers inspired by the vision of my

Sal Piarulli Announces
Campaign for Garwood Mayor
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Enjoy Milk and Cookies
With Cast of Dear Edwina

CRANFORD — Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) Children’s pro-
duction of Dear Edwina returns
for three performances to CDC
Theatre on Friday, April 11, at
7:30 p.m. and Saturday, April
12, at noon and 3 p.m.

The star of her own show, Edwina
Spoonapple, invites the audience
to have cookies and milk with the
cast after each show. Learn how
to “Sing Your Own Song” with
Edwina and her friends.

General admission tickets are

$12 and may be purchased at
the door. For more information
visit www.cdctheatre.org. CDC
Theatre is at 78 Winans Avenue
in Cranford.

Funding for this production has
been made possible in part by
the New Jersey State Council of
the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National
Endowment of the Arts, through
a grant administered by the Union
County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.
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