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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Multi-sport athletes headed this
year’s Cranford High School boys
basketball team that was not only
competitive all season but also
was involved in several scorch-
ers that will be talked about for
some time.

“In Cranford we encourage
multi-sport athletes. This is re-
ally a special place where all the
coaches work together to make
sure that we share all the kids,
but more importantly still allow
them to be kids,” Cougar Head

Coach Ryan Huber said.
The 11-13 Cougars were on the

burning side of a one-point
scorcher in their season opening
game against Westfield in
Westfield. However, that loss was
avenged in a big way when the
Cougars, playing possibly their
best game of the season, smoth-
ered the Blue Devils, 61-47, at
the Investors Games at Kean
University in Union.

In that game, senior guard
Tommy Trotter hit for 26 points,
including four 3-pointers. But the
game to remember occurred on

December 27 in Cranford when
Trotter grabbed a rebound,
dribbled the length of the floor
and slipped in a lay-up at the
buzzer to give the Cougars an
86-85 victory over the Marlboro
Mustangs in quadruple overtime.

Trotter, a three-sport athlete,
not only displayed his athleticism
with steals, rebounding and as-
sists, but he also operated on a
“big bang” theory when it came
to most of his scoring. Trotter,
who led the team with an aver-
age of 13.4 points per game —
ppg — (approximately 309

points), banged
in 41 3-pointers
and hit his high
in that category
when he hit five
3-pointers, while
bucketing 26
points against
St. Mary’s.

Senior John
Oblachinski, also
a three-sport
athlete who
signed to play
football at
Georgetown, av-
eraged 9.8 ppg
(approximately
210) led the
team with 7.5 re-
bounds per
game. Senior
Mike Guarriello
averaged 10.7
ppg (252
approx.). His
highest-scoring
game of 21
points (4 3-
pointers) came
against the
Patrick School.
Senior Cameron
Kutzer finished
with 114 points.
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CRANFORD ATHLETE OF THE WEEK...Sophomore varsity lacrosse player
Megan Power scored the game winning goal with 1:04 left against Livingston in
the Cougars season opener, adding to the 4 goals she had already scored. Megan
is currently the team’s leading goal scorer with 9 goals in just 2 games.

SENIORS TROTTER LED TEAM IN SCORING, OBLACHINSKI LED COUGARS IN REBOUNDS

Cougar Boys Battled Every Game, Finish 11-13 in Hoops
McCaffrey, another three-sport
athlete, totaled 197 points and
had a high game of 25 points,
including three 3-pointers,
against Governor Livingston. He
also had a 22-point game against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Multi-
sport athlete Luke Christiano
netted 210 points and had his
highest score of 21 points in the
marathon against Marlboro.

“This team was a pleasure to
coach. They battled every game.
Anyone who follows basketball
knows just how good Union
County basketball is and these
kids stepped up and battled ev-
ery game. We will miss, Tommy,
Johnny, Jack, Cameron, Mike,
Steve and Brian [Bruns], but I
think they have really laid a great
foundation for our younger kids
in terms of showing them what it
takes to be successful,” Coach
Huber said.

Next year, the Cougars will look
again for multi-sport athletes to
lead the charge.

“We only return one starter in
Luke Christiano, but return sev-
eral others who played this year.
Eric Donahue, David Fonseca.
Albert Gargiulo, Joe Norton, Jack
Schetelich, Kevin Trotter, Steve
Wills and Hunter Remley are all
returning letter winners we will
need to put in work in the off
season. Also we have a number
of kids, who played JV, who we
are looking for to step up and
play varsity next year. Next year
too will be unique in that we will
not have a primary scorer, but
rather nine to 12 kids who will
play every game,” Coach Huber
said.
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JUST PASSING THROUGH...Cougar senior Mike Guarriello, center, passes the ball through Blue
Devil defenders Ben Schumen, left, and Eric Shor, right, in the Investors games at Kean University
in Union on January 12, 2014. The Cougars got on a hot streak early and kept on it throughout the
game to win, 61-47.

Probitas Verus Honos

Wrap-up Story on page 16 of The Westfield Leader


