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NJWA Workshop Offers
Middle School Programs

FW Poetry Reading Features
Maria Gillan, Laura Boss

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a poetry reading by Maria
Mazziotti Gillan and Laura Boss on
Tuesday, April 15. The free perfor-
mance will begin promptly at 8 p.m.
in the Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue,
adjacent to Fanwood Borough Hall.
(GPS use 75 N. Martine Avenue).

Maria Gillan won the 2008 Ameri-
can Book Award for “All That Lies
Between Us” (Guernica Editions).
She is the Founder and Executive
Director of the Poetry Center at
Passaic County Community College
in Paterson; editor of the award-win-
ning Paterson Literary Review; Di-
rector of the Creative Writing Program
and Professor of Poetry at Binghamton
University (State University of New
York).

Ms. Gillan has published 16 books,
including “The Weather of Old Sea-
sons” (Cross-Cultural Communica-
tions), and “Things My Mother Told
Me,” “Italian Women in Black Dresses,”
and “What We Pass On: Collected Po-
ems” (all from Guernica Editions). Her
most recent books are “The Place I Call
Home” (NYQ Books) and “Writing
Poetry to Save Your Life: How to Find
the Courage to Tell Your Stories”
(MiroLand/Guernica). With her daugh-
ter, Jennifer, she is co-editor of four
anthologies, including “Growing Up
Ethnic in America” (Penguin/Putnam)
and “Italian-American Writers on New
Jersey” (Rutgers).

Woodbridge native Laura Boss is a
first prize winner in the Poetry Soci-

ety of America’s Gordon Barber Po-
etry Contest and a recipient of three
fellowships from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts. She has read at
many venues in Europe and the United
States, including the Dylan Thomas
Centre in Wales, the International
Struga Poetry Readings in Yugosla-
via, the Folger Shakespeare Library
in Washington DC, the United Na-
tions, Princeton University and the
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival.

Laura is a long-time Dodge Poet-
in-the-Schools and the author of sev-
eral books of poetry, including “Arms:
New and Selected Poems” (1999)
and her newest, “Flashlight”
(Guernica Editions). As a visiting
artist and mentor to young poets, she
has been a familiar figure on the
Northeast poetry scene for decades.
Laura has been on National Public
Radio and her poems have been in the
New York Times and other noted
publications. Founder of LIPS maga-
zine in 1981, she continues to edit
and publish the biannual poetry jour-
nal from her home in Guttenberg.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is in its 16th year at the Kuran Arts
Center, an historic Gothic Revival
structure that was once a 19th cen-
tury carriage house. The April 15
reading is free and open to the public.
An open mic reading will follow the
featured performance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

For online directions and informa-
tion, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

WESTFIELD - Summertime offers
a wonderful opportunity for middle
school students to pursue a variety of
artistic and scientific endeavors, and
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Summer Workshop provides
a creative and enjoyable atmosphere in
which to explore these interests. Courses
in the fine arts, engineering, robotics,
science, dance and music are taught by
certified teachers, experienced perform-
ers and professional artists.

Instruction focuses on an authentic,
student-centered process that promotes
and supports individuality and creativ-
ity. Participants in the Summer Work-
shop program will be challenged to
develop new skills and explore new
areas of knowledge. Personal expres-
sion is encouraged and fostered in the
NJWA Summer Workshop art curricu-
lum.

Courses include: “Art of the Past,” an
exploration of materials, techniques
and styles featured in the most signifi-
cant periods of art history; “Art of the
Future” examines unusual and edgy
artistic concepts while utilizing mate-
rials that range from spray paint to
metal to create that futuristic piece of
art; “Edible Art” employs food as a
texturally distinctive and colorful ar-
tistic medium in which to create whim-
sical and unforgettable sculptures;
“Sculpting in Clay” is a hands-on ex-
ploration into the world of clay as a
kinetic sculpture, from initial design
to final glazing.

Sophisticated course offerings in
the area of physics, robotics and engi-
neering offer a learning expe-
rience that is both collabora-
tive and individual. Creative
reasoning and critical think-
ing drive this hands-on cur-
riculum.

Courses include; “Physical
Science,” where students will
build, operate and analyze
electrical circuits, detect static
charge and compare static and
current electricity. Students
will also have the opportunity
to investigate the phenomenon
of color and light through the
use of prisms as well as ac-
tively separate and blend pig-
ments using various scientific
processes.

“Engineering-Pneumatics”
introduces the basics of pneu-
matics as students engage in

problem solving activities that include
exploration of power systems and com-
ponents, sequencing and control, pres-
sure, prototyping, kinetic and potential
energy. “Robotics-Renewable Energy”
gives students the opportunity to ex-
plore renewable energy sources and
related concepts of supply, transfer,
accumulation, conversion and con-
sumption.

Programming skills will be put to the
test with building challenges that in-
clude model power plants, wind tur-
bines and dams. Both of these courses
utilize the LEGO Education curricu-
lum, known for promoting universal
skills such as higher-order thinking,
teamwork and cooperative learning.

The NJWA Summer Workshop also
offers “Amped Up!” for those students
interested in electric guitar. Basic gui-
tar fingering, chord progressions and
strums are introduced and incorporated
into popular repertoire.

“Jazz and Hip-Hop” provides a high-
energy dance opportunity that also in-
cludes an introduction to the genre of
modern dance. This is an ideal class for
those students with little or no dance
experience.

Additional programming is avail-
able for students in grades K-8. This
program will be held at Roosevelt In-
termediate School in Westfield and runs
from July 7 - 25. Full program informa-
tion is available at
njwasummerworkshop.com.

For additional information, call (908)
518-1551 or email
njwa.summerworkshop@gmail.com.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Muppets Most Wanted”
More or Less
2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director James Bobin, entrusted with
bringing “Muppets Most Wanted” to
the silver screen, dives into the toy box
of things Muppets and dexterously as-
sembles all the parts that comprise the
famed franchise, except for one. Miss-
ing from this eighth feature film, as
Miss Piggy may be wont to emote in
her best French, is the joie de vivre, the
je ne sais quoi. Or, as Kermit might
plainly croak, it just doesn’t fly off the
fat end of the bat.

While entertaining via the inside
jokes that generate from the convivial
familiarity, it’s basically old home week.
The inherent irony is that, essentially a
sequel to “The Muppets” (2011), the
gang begins the follow-up in a quan-
dary: What to do next? Failing to an-
swer that dilemma with a satisfying
burst of new energy, the script embarks
on a self-consciously pieced together
crime caper that doubtlessly played
much better on paper.

Still, if little Tyler or Brittany is show-
ing an early interest in international
affairs, this colorful, travelogue–like
traipse across Europe as the Muppets
become unwitting camouflage for the
world’s 1 criminal, could be a further
inspiring primer. Then again, since
much of the action takes place in a
Russian gulag, one has to decide if
prison satire is appropriate for their
offspring.

The grand deceit begins when the
career-confused Muppets are visited
by Ricky Gervais’s Dominic Badguy,
who presents himself as an artistic
manager extraordinaire. Informing his
last name is French, and pronounced
Badgee, he suggests that a world tour
would revivify the Muppets’s showbiz
fortunes. Kermit is skeptical but, see-
ing how the troupe is won over by the
charismatic Badguy’s promise of re-
newed glory, he accedes.

Badguy, you see, is but the point man
for the evil machinations of Constantine,
a dead-ringer for Kermit who escapes
from the aforementioned Siberian
prison camp, facilitates Kermit’s incar-
ceration there, and takes the showman’s
place. Never mind his Russian accent,
Constantine tells the gang. He merely
has a cold…for the entire film. Such
wryly cute rationalizations and con-
trivances, essentially winking stage
whispers, often bring a smile, perhaps
a titter or a full-fledged laugh, but rarely
a guffaw.

While cameos by movie celebrities
have long been a Muppets staple, in
this permutation the best lines are re-
served for said humans. Tina Fey steals
the show as Nadya, the prison com-
mandant who has her very own secret

reason for wanting to keep Kermit un-
der lock and key. Mr. Gervais, whose
formidable evildoer must endure
Constantine’s incessant reminders of
his secondary status, is a properly
cartoonish, uh, bad guy.

Naturally, the perennially enigmatic
courtship between Miss Piggy and
Kermit again takes its hallowed place
as the sub-plot. Here, in a comic
switcheroo, Miss Piggy would be ad-
vised to be careful what she wishes for.
In a fever pitch to lasso the green one,
she discounts her inamorato’s sudden
and uncharacteristic zeal to wed. The
masquerading Constantine has his ul-
terior motives.

Our trepidation in light of these per-
fidious circumstances reminded me of
“Winky Dink and You,” a TV show that
aired two or three generations ago.
Employing erasable crayons and a clear
vinyl film that fit over the screen, the
plots encouraged tykes to help out
Winky by, for example, drawing a
bridge to make safe his path, and hence
essentially serve as his deus ex machina.
Here, bereft of such tools, we can but
clamor warnings from the fourth wall.

But then that’s part of the humor…the
conceit that we, but not they, can dis-
cern such an obvious charade. Too bad
the script, which is more intelligently
droll than out-and-out funny, can’t bet-
ter support the mistaken identity blue-
print.

Nevertheless, not wishing to appear
the Grinch, I must note there are a few
effervescently redeeming moments.
One bona fide hoot, after Kermit is
coerced to produce a musical review in
the gulag, features Ray Liotta as the
prisoner Big Papa leading his cohorts
in a rendition of “I Need This Job” from
“A Chorus Line.”

Unfortunately, while I specifically
viewed this kiddy flick in early after-
noon so that I might immerse in the
social contagion of the target audience,
nary a rug rat, adolescent or moppet
was in attendance. Oddly, it was the
same case two weeks ago when I saw
“Mr. Peabody and Sherman.” I fear the
Pied Piper’s schedule is conflicting with
mine.

Thus the veracity of this review solely
hinges on my ability to confer with the
10-year-old me who, by his own ba-
rometer of movie analysis, confesses a
greater interest in the concession stand’s
popcorn, Goobers™ and Sno-Caps™
than in “Muppets Most Wanted.”

…
“Muppets Most Wanted,” rated PG,

is a Walt Disney Studios Motion Pic-
tures release directed by James Bobin
and stars Tina Fey, Ricky Gervais and
the voice of Steve Whitmire. Running
time: 107 minutes

Plainfield Musical Club
Holds Concert

PLAINFIELD — “Impressionism
Revisited” will be the theme of the
Plainfield Musical Club’s annual Spring
Concert, which is open to the public
and will be held Sunday, April 13, at 3
p.m. in the Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church, 716 Watchung Avenue in
Plainfield.

Twelve musicians, both club mem-
bers and guests, will present a program
featuring the music of Claude Debussy,
Maurice Ravel, Charles Tomlinson
Griffiths, Alexander Scriabin, Ottorino
Respighi, Gabriel Faure, Cyril Scott,
and Salem Palmgren. The selections
will include music for piano, piano
four-hands, voice, flute, violin, clari-
net, and cello.

Proceeds from this concert will be
used to augment the Club’s Scholar-
ship Fund, which each year awards
scholarships to talented high school
seniors who plan to pursue a career in
music. Two previous scholarship win-
ners, cellist Alex Wilson of Westfield
and flutist Susan Graham of Fanwood,
will participate in the program.

Tickets at $20 ($15 for seniors and
students) may be purchased at the door.
Handicap facilities are available at the
church.

NEWARK – Fairleigh Dickinson
University has announced the line-up
of speakers for the inaugural 2014-
2015 season of the New Jersey Speak-
ers Series at the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center. Modeled after similar,
sold-out series in Philadelphia and
Boston, the New Jersey Speakers Se-
ries will bring world leaders, acclaimed
authors and other fascinating person-
alities to the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center in Newark for seven Thurs-
day evening presentations, each of
which is followed by an audience Q &
A with the featured speakers. The se-
ries is sold by subscription only and
tickets to individual lectures will not be
available.

The New Jersey Speakers Series
announced the following schedule for
the new series: former U.S. Secretary
of State Madeleine K. Albright - Octo-
ber 9; award-winning actor Alan Alda
- October 30; Apple co-founder Steve
Wozniak - November 20; former U.S.
Senator Olympia Snowe - January 8;
former Presidential advisor and cur-
rent CNN political commentator
David Gergen - February 19, 2015;
Pulitzer Prize winning author David
McCullough - March 19, 2015 and
former CBS Evening News anchor
Dan Rather -April 23, 2015.

“Fairleigh Dickinson University is
proud to present the New Jersey
Speakers Series, an outstanding op-
portunity for our students – and the
Greater New Jersey community – to
benefit from the perspectives of na-
tional and world leaders, authors, his-
torians, humanitarians and other in-
fluential individuals,” said Sheldon
Drucker, president of Fairleigh
Dickinson University. “As a univer-
sity devoted to preparing world citi-
zens through global education, we
believe this new Series, which ex-
tends the walls of academe into the
community, is a perfect match with
our mission and commitment to com-
munity leadership.”

“The New Jersey Performing Arts
Center is honored to be chosen as the
home for this new Series which is
clearly positioned as an integral com-
ponent of the cultural vibrancy of our
State,” added John Schreiber, presi-
dent and CEO of NJPAC. “The New
Jersey Speakers Series is a perfect
complement to NJPAC’s existing pro-
gramming, providing an opportunity
for New Jersey’s citizens to learn
from these exceptional leaders. The
Series serves as another important
conversation event happening at
NJPAC.”

The first woman to serve as U.S.
Secretary of State, Madeleine K.
Albright earlier served as the U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations.
Born in Prague, her family fled the
Nazi invasion during WWII, and later
the Communists, before settling in
Denver. A Presidential Medal of Free-
dom recipient, Ms. Albright currently
serves as a professor at Georgetown
University.

From Hawkeye Pierce on
M*A*S*H to Arnold Vinick on The
West Wing, Alan Alda has been a
staple on American television for
more than four decades. He earned
32 Emmy nominations and six Emmy
and Golden Globe Awards. Well
known for California Suite, The Four
Seasons and other movies, he also
was nominated for an Academy
Award for The Aviator.

Called one of “Silicon Valley’s most
creative engineers,” Steve Wozniak
single-handedly invented the early
Apple computers, contributing sig-
nificantly to the microcomputer revo-
lution that followed. With Steve Jobs,
he founded Apple Computers, lead-

ing its research and development. In
2000, Wozniak was inducted into the
Inventors Hall of Fame.

Named one of America’s 10 Best
Senators by Time magazine in 2006,
Olympia Snowe became widely
known for her ability to influence the
outcome of close votes in the U.S.
Senate. She was the youngest Repub-
lican woman elected to the U.S. Con-
gress and is also the first woman to
have served in both houses of a state
legislature and both houses of the
U.S. Congress.

David Gergen served as a presi-
dential advisor during the adminis-
trations of Richard Nixon, Gerald
Ford, Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton.
Now a senior political analyst for
CNN and a professor at the Harvard
Kennedy School, his election team
coverage has twice won the Peabody
Award, once with the MacNeil/Lehrer
Report and once with CNN.

David McCullough is the ac-
claimed author of “Truman,” “John
Adams,” and most recently, “The
Greater Journey.” This two-time win-
ner of the Pulitzer Prize and the Na-
tional Book Award has been called a
“national treasure.” A gifted story-
teller, he has narrated several PBS
documentaries, including “The Civil
War” and “Napoleon,” and the mo-
tion picture “Seabiscuit.”

Dan Rather anchored the CBS
Evening News for 24 years, from
1981 to 2005. During this time, he
also contributed to CBS’s “60 Min-
utes.” Mr. Rather is now the manag-
ing editor and anchor of the cable
television news magazine, “Dan
Rather Reports.” In 2012, he released
his bestseller, “Rather Outspoken,”
his book on his life and the state of
journalism today.

Presented by Fairleigh Dickinson
University, the New Jersey Speakers
Series is sponsored by the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center, WCBS
News radio, and The Star-Ledger
powering NJ.com.

The New Jersey Speakers Series is
sold by subscription only. Subscrip-
tion prices range from $245 to $475.
(Prices are for tickets to all seven
lectures.)

For tickets or information, visit
www.NJSpeakersSeries.org, or call
(888) MY-NJPAC or (888) 696-5722.

Young Artists Exhibit
At Les Malamut

UNION — The Les Malamut Art
Gallery in the Union Public Library
will host an exhibit of the artistic
efforts of students of Art Teacher Leslie
Jenkins, who has been teaching art in
the Union Public School system for 20
years.

Annually, the Les Malamut Gallery
presents the mixed media show of
Hannah Caldwell and Livingston stu-
dents ranging from kindergarten to fifth
grade.

The exhibit will contain both two
and three dimensional artwork, includ-
ing drawings, paintings, pottery and
fiber.

An opening reception is planned for
Saturday, May 10, from 10 a.m. until
12 noon. The reception and show are
free and open to the public during
regular library hours.

Les Malamut Art Gallery is located
on the lower level of the Union Public
Library, 1980 Morris Avenue and is
handicapped accessible.

For more information call (908)
851-5450 or visit
lesmalamutartgallery.wordpress.com.

BUDDING ARTISTS...The Les Malamut Art Gallery in the Union Public Library
will host an exhibit of the artistic efforts of students of Art Teacher Leslie Jenkins,
who has been teaching art in the Union Public School system for 20 years. An
opening reception is planned for Saturday, May 10, from 10 a.m. until 12 noon. The
reception and show are free and open to the public during regular library hours.

RITES OF SPRING…Gail Winbury of Westfield was accepted into the Ellarslie
Open XXXI to be held in Trenton City Museum. The juried exhibit will be on
display from Saturday, May 3, through Sunday, June 22. The opening reception
will be held on May 3, from 6-9 p.m. Pictured is “Rites of Spring.”

SUMMER FUN…Middle school students who
attend the 2014 NJWA Summer Workshop will
have many opportunities to select from among
courses in the fine arts, engineering, robotics,
science, dance and music.

Broadway Star Visits NJ
Youth Theatre Classes

ROSELLE PARK — Once a year,
New Jersey Youth Theatre (NJYT)
Artistic Director Cynthia Meryl in-
vites professional artists from New
York and successful NJYT alumni
to observe classes and evaluate stu-
dents.

Last week was evaluation week.
Okieriete (Oak) Oneodowan, a vet-
eran of NJYT productions such as
Guys and Dolls and Midnight Mad-
ness, star of Luce at Lincoln Center
and currently a performer in Rocky
at the Winter Garden Theatre,
dropped in on the New Jersey
Youth’s Theatre’s advanced acting
class to watch and critique the young
actors. After first pointing out their
strong points, he talked about the
importance of being prepared for
class, auditions, and rehearsal, and
learning how to focus immediately
and to discipline oneself to do home-
work and character study.

Oak was delighted to come to the
class and give advice to the stu-
dents. He provided students with
examples of what he has learned in
his acting career, what provided the
circumstances for his “big break,”
and how he was able to recognize
his “break” when faced with it.

Also evaluating the class was vet-
eran screen writer, Broadway ac-
tress, former casting agent, and
Emmy winner Vicki Patik. Ms. Patik
wrote Do You Remember Love? for
which she won “Best TV Movie” in
1985. Ms. Patik was able to give the
students a perspective from the other
side of the camera – what casting
directors look for, what works and
what does not work at an audition,
and the simple details which will
make or break a part in a film. “Be
sure your hair is always off and
away from your face or your scene
will be undoubtedly be cut by the
editor,” Ms. Patik said.

“I feel it is important that the
students get perspectives on their
work that probably will differ than
those of their instructors,” Ms.
Meryl said. “The professional ac-
tors and teacher present the stu-
dents with slants on their scenes
and characters that they otherwise
might never have realized.”

The students left their classes last
week with a better sense of theatre
business and technique and were
grateful for the opportunity to mingle
with real professionals and veterans
of the acting world.

Cast auditions for NJYT’s sum-
mer production of Oklahoma are
on Saturday, April 5, from 1-5 p.m.
at the Algonquin Arts Theatre, 173
Main Street in Manasquan; Sunday

April 6, from 1 to 6 p.m. and on
Saturday, April 12, from 10 a.m.- to
3:30 p.m. both at the Audio Inc./
NJYT Studios at 172 Westfield Ave
West, in Roselle Park. Performers
are asked to prepare a song by
Rodgers and Hammerstein, bring
sheet music in the correct key, as
well as a headshot and resume.

An open call for trained ballet
dancers will be held on Saturday,
April 12, from 3:30 to 5 p.m., and
orchestra auditions for young mu-
sicians will be held on Sunday, April
6, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., both at the
studio.

Musicians are asked to prepare a
piece of music that shows their high-
est level of proficiency.

NJYT will present Oklahoma!
from July 17 – 27, at the Algonquin
Arts Theatre in Manasquan, and
from August 1 – 10 at the Morris
Museum Bickford Theatre in
Morristown. Rehearsals are in
Westfield.

For over 23 years, New Jersey
Youth Theatre (NJYT) has offered
professional-level performing arts
classes and the only free summer
production program of its kind to
the young talent of New Jersey.

www.goleader.com

FDU Announces Launch Of
New Series At NJPAC

New Jersey Speakers Series Debuts
October 9 with Madeleine Albright


