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LEGO LEAGUE…Team Purple Sabotage earned First Place for the Inspiration
Award in the New Jersey State FIRST Lego League. Competing against 60 other
teams pictured, top row left to right, are: Coaches Laura Paiva and Sean
Bonasera; Team members second row: Trisha Mukhopadhyay, Fiona Gillespie,
Morgan Miovski, Christine Rogers and Linzy Rosen; First row: Saranya
Turimella, Ela Ryan and Ashley Rosen.

WF Robotics Team Wins
Award at Championship

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Robotics FIRST® LEGO® League
(FLL) team, Purple Sabotage, con-
sisting of eight eighth grade girls,
earned First Place for the Inspiration
Award in the New Jersey State FLL
Competition.

This award celebrates a team that is
empowered by their FLL experience
and displays extraordinary enthusi-
asm and spirit. Members of Purple
Sabotage, coached by Edison Inter-
mediate School teachers Laura Paiva
and Sean Bonasera, include: Trisha
Mukhopadhyay, Fiona Gillespie,
Morgan Miovski, Christine Rogers,
Linzy Rosen, Saranya Turimella, Ela
Ryan and Ashley Rosen. The girls
created the team motto: “We don’t
just build robots; we build your fu-
ture.”

When awarding the team the Inspi-
ration Award, the judges remarked,
“If you looked up inspiration in the
dictionary, you would see this team’s
smiling faces. Their passion for
change has them covering all the
FLL bases [Robot Game, Robot De-
sign, Project and Core Values]. They
don’t just build robots, they build the
future.”

The state competition, held at
Mount Olive High School in Flanders,
was originally scheduled for Decem-
ber 2013, but was rescheduled to
March 8, due to snow. During the
ensuing three months the girls re-
designed their robot, Violet, to create
Ultraviolet. The extra work paid off.
Competing against approximately 60
teams, robot Ultraviolet scored nearly
five times the number of points in the
robot competition round, as original
robot Violet did in the Boroblast in
Hillsborough, the regional qualify-
ing competition, in November 2013.
Ultraviolet placed in the top 30 per-
cent in this portion of the state com-
petition.

Another part of the competition
was the presentation of the team’s
project to a panel of judges. Purple
Sabotage’s project, “Evac App and
Pack”, which they developed to help
prepare individuals and families for
an evacuation, previously captured
the award for best project presenta-
tion at the Boroblast competition.
This award recognizes a team that
effectively communicates the prob-
lem they have identified and their
proposed solution to both the judges
and other potential supporters. The
Evac App and Pack is meant to be
used to track travelers and help with
their packing needs. It can also be
used to find evacuation centers,
routes, and send updates to specific
contacts.

The Evac App and Pack is an insu-
lated back pack that could be vacu-
umed sealed to hold food cold for
about to days. In addition, the back
pack has a protective pocket for a

mobile hot-spot which could be acti-
vated for wireless capability in the
event of an emergency.

The Westfield Robotics Club boys’
FLL team, coached by Edison Inter-
mediate School teacher Sean
Bonasera, competed in the FLL ro-
botics division this year. The boys’
team, who had a strong performance
and gained a lot of experience at the
Boroblast competition in November
2013, consisted of Aidan Kilbourn,
Sivaji Turimella, Matthew Rock, Eric
Elizes and Andrew Kapadia. Their
experience will serve them well next
year.

The theme this year for the FLL
competition season was “Nature’s
Fury.” The competition consisted of
several parts related to this theme:
Robot Game, Robot Design, Project
and Core Values. In Robot Game, the
robot, constructed from Lego
Mindstorm, was programmed to au-
tomatically complete a variety of tasks
on a Lego course.

For Robot Design, teams explained
and demonstrated their robot; for
Project, teams presented and ex-
plained an innovation they created to
help in a natural disaster; and for
Core Values, teams described how
they functioned and worked together
as a team. Both teams are very eager
and excited to start planning and
fundraising for next year’s competi-
tion.

FIRST (For Inspiration and Rec-
ognition of Science and Technology)
is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organi-
zation devoted to helping young
people discover and develop a pas-
sion for science, engineering, tech-
nology, and math. To learn more about
FIRST, go to www.usfirst.org. The
annual programs culminate in an in-
ternational robotics competition and
celebration where teams win recog-
nition, gain self-confidence, develop
people and life skills, make new
friends, and perhaps discover an un-
foreseen career path.

SPF High School Hosts Senior Citizens Day
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

— Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s (SPFHS) Student Govern-
ment Association, under the direc-
tion of advisor Elyse Freundenfels,
hosted its annual Senior Citizens
Day at SPFHS on March 12. Senior
citizens from Fanwood and Scotch
Plains were invited to attend.

The seniors started their day with
breakfast and a formal welcome
from high school Principal Dr.
David Heisey. As the morning pro-
gressed, senior citizens participated
in “Name that Tune” with the
Moonglowers Jazz Band, played

Bingo, and watched performances
by the SPFHS step squad, dance
team and viewed segments from
the high school’s spring musical,
How to Succeed in Business With-
out Really Trying.

The high school cafeteria pro-
vided a lunch of chicken parmesan
and dessert for the guests. The day
culminated with a performance by
Irish step dancers, as well as clos-
ing remarks from School Superin-
tendent Dr. Margaret Hayes.

Senior Citizen’s Day 2014 was
made possible with the support from
the entire school staff.

SENIOR CITIZEN DAY...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s (SPFHS) Stu-
dent Government Association hosted its annual Senior Citizens Day at SPFHS on
March 12. Senior citizens from Fanwood and Scotch Plains were invited to
attend.

Wilson PTO Collaboration
Yields Enriched Experience
WESTFIELD — Yearly, the Wil-

son School PTO mobilizes over 60
committees, 200 volunteers, 25
events, 15 assemblies, 15,000 stu-
dent lunches, and countless hours
supporting Wilson programs. Yet,
the Wilson PTO is much larger than
the sum of these parts.

Collaboration yields an enriched
Wilson School experience. Stu-
dents, parents, and staff take pride
in what they experience at Wilson,
a credit to the collaboration amongst
so many. Regular dialogue occurs
between parents, teachers, Princi-
pal Joseph Malanga, other PTOs,
the Parent Teacher Council and the
school district. Wilson PTO is thus
able to bring enhancements and as-
sistance far beyond the general cur-
riculum.

Recent collaborations have sup-
ported the Reading and Writers
Workshop; The Walking Classroom;
Type to Learn; Visiting Author Day;
faculty mini-grants; and educational
assemblies on the Holocaust, Samba
to Salsa, Jenkinson’s Penguins (and
more).

With today’s tight school bud-
gets, support is also needed to help
the school run efficiently, comfort-
ably and safely. Strides have been
made to advance technology, fine
arts, as well as the maintenance and
security of the school and grounds.

Wilson PTO builds community.
Family, friendship, and strong char-
acter are close to all Wilson hearts.
Wilson families unite after school
hours end, participating in time-
honored events including Game,
Movie and Skate Nights, a Craft
Fair, or a Somerset Patriots game.
Parent Socials connect the new and
not so new. The Carnival has be-
come a cherished end-of-year tra-
dition. Wilson news can be found in
The Wilson World, a student-pub-
lished newspaper reported and writ-
ten by third to fifth graders. A “Wall
of Kindness” will reinforce and cre-
ate a legacy for this year’s school
theme of Character Building. Sev-
eral annual appreciation events cel-
ebrate the beloved Wilson staff.

In turn, Principal Malanga and
his staff help students celebrate their
many accomplishments at school,
when families are invited to Open
House and Curriculum Events.

Community extends beyond
Wilson’s walls.  A sense of
volunteerism and civic responsibil-
ity is present and growing. A Holi-
day Gift Card Drive brought gro-
ceries to many Westfield area se-
niors; and the Second Chance Toy
Drive, through the leadership of
Cub Scout Pack 171, brought 200
plus gently used toys to apprecia-
tive new homes.

Wilson families donate weekly
to “Two Lunch Thursday”; chil-
dren gather the lunches for the St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center that
are transported by a Wilson parent.
“Friends for Friends” organizes

meals for Wilson families facing
crisis. This year, graduating fifth
graders will sponsor a scholarship
for eligible Westfield High School
seniors, focused on the essay ques-
tion, “What was the most valuable
lesson you learned at Wilson, and
how has it influenced your charac-
ter?”

Wilson PTO is for everyone who
calls Wilson “home.” Opportuni-
ties exist for mothers, fathers, and
those who fill these roles, parents
who work both in and out of the
home, and Wilson teachers and staff.
New ideas and talents are always
welcome. If you are new to Wilson,
please join in. Every effort, big or
small, makes a difference.

For more information contact
WilsonPTO@westfieldnjk12.org.

Lincoln School PTO Works
To Build Community

WESTFIELD - Since its incep-
tion in 2008, the Lincoln School
PTO has been in the unique posi-
tion of representing families of pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten stu-
dents who are at their point of entry
into the Westfield Public Schools.
This broadens the PTO’s scope to
not only engage parents as a part of
the Lincoln community, but also
help them embrace their role in
their child’s school life in years to
come.

The PTO works to build commu-
nity at Lincoln through activities
such as the summer ice cream so-
cial, publishing and distributing the
student directory and bi-weekly
newsletter, school spirit days and
spirit week activities, the student
yearbook, book fairs, family movie
nights and other activities that offer
families the chance to meet and
connect over their shared Lincoln
experiences.

The PTO also enriches student
learning experiences through the
organization and funding of school
day events, such as the annual
Pumpkin Patch and Flower Patch,
fall and spring plantings, and cul-
tural arts, character education, and
academic-based educational assem-
blies.

Additionally, the PTO supports
the faculty and administration with
year-round staff appreciation

events, assistance in school-spon-
sored events such as the annual Lin-
coln School Walk-a-Thon, and
beautification projects like the up-
dated landscaping that was com-
pleted this year thanks to a local
donation facilitated by the PTO.

The PTO also raises money to
subsidize or fully-fund special
projects, as well as support other
Lincoln School needs. It is exciting
the many ways the work of the Lin-
coln PTO can support both students
and staff. Examples include “Project
Playground” which raised funds and
obtained shade trees for Lincoln’s
playground, the addition of a bi-
cycle rack, and the purchase of
walkie-talkies for all teachers and
staff to support school security mea-
sures. In addition, the PTO has been
able to support the reading curricu-
lum at Lincoln School by giving
back to the teachers nearly $6,000
in the past two years to put towards
purchasing leveled books for their
individual classrooms.

With each new school year, the
Lincoln School PTO strives to con-
tinue enhancing the Lincoln experi-
ence for the Westfield School
District’s youngest students, their
families, and their teachers. The PTO
is fortunate to serve and be sup-
ported by the families at Lincoln
School and honored to work beside
its amazing teachers and staff.

WELCOME BACK...Union Catholic (UC) will host “Come Home to UC Night”
on Saturday, April 26, from 7-10 p.m. on the Union Catholic Campus. The event
is geared toward all alumni members of the UC Community, including students,
faculty, parents, and friends; however, all are welcome to attend.

IMPORTANCE OF COMPOSTING…First and third grade students from The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School (W-H) in Edison were invited to Princeton Academy
of the Sacred Heart on February 26 to teach their students about composting.
Third graders David Ezra of Scotch Plains and Rohan Batra of Edison make their
presentation to the Princeton Academy students.

UC Debuts ‘Come Home to UC Night’

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our
Admissions Open Houses

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all Open Houses
Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade

Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com

Please RSVP to Lorie Zimmer at 908-233-7447
or lzimmer@christopheracademy.com

Scotch Plains Campus
April 10, 2014

9:30 a.m.
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
April 24, 2014

9:30 a.m.
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union Catho-
lic (UC) is debuting “Come Home to
UC Night” on Saturday, April 26, from
7-10 p.m. on the Union Catholic Cam-
pus. The event is geared toward all
alumni members of the UC Commu-
nity, including students, faculty, par-
ents, and friends; however, all are
welcome to attend.

The purpose of Come Home to
UC Night is to revive the nostalgia
of high school days with a DJ play-
ing hits of the 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s,
00’s in the gymnasium; some of UC’s
big food “hits,” along with wine and
beer, being served in the cafeteria; a
chance to feel like a star on the UC

stage via karaoke in the auditorium;
the opportunity to receive a UC tour
given by an alumnus ambassador and
more.

Tickets are $25 in advance and $30
at the door and can be purchased by
credit card online at
comehometouc.eventbrite.com or by
check/cash by downloading the regis-
tration form at
www.unioncatholic.org/alumni and
sending the completed form, along
with payment, to Union Catholic High
School Alumni Office 1600 Martine
Avenue Scotch Plains, N.J 07076.

For more information, email
alumni@unioncatholic.org.


