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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Internal Report Clears Christie;
Dems Denounce Findings

An internal investigation commis-
sioned by Governor Chris Christie’s of-
fice has determined that the Governor
knew nothing about the plan to shut down
several toll lanes at the George Washing-
ton Bridge beforehand, nj.com has re-
ported.

The report was written by former
federal prosecutor Randy Mastro, a law-
yer with Gibson Dunn & Crutcher,
which was hired by the governor’s of-
fice. Media reports say the firm was
paid $1 million to conduct an investi-
gation into Bridgegate. Media reports
say the main principles in the scandal
— Gov. Christie Port Authority ap-
pointee David Wildstein and Gov.
Christie’s former deputy chief of staff
Bridget Kelley — refused to inter-
viewed for the report.

Assemblyman John Wisniewski (D-
19th, Sayreville) and state Senate Major-
ity Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-37th,
Teaneck), who head the legislature’s Se-
lect Committee on Investigation that has
launched its own probe of the lane clos-
ings, released a joint statement denounc-
ing the report.

“Lawyers hired by and paid by the
Christie administration itself to investi-
gate the governor’s office who then say
the governor and most of his office did
nothing wrong will not be the final word
on this matter. The people of New Jersey
need a full accounting of what happened.
This review has deficiencies that raise
questions about a lack of objectivity and
thoroughness.”

Samson Quits as PA Chairman;
Could Bagger Be New Chair?

David Samson resigned Friday as chair-
man of the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey following the ongoing
Bridgegate probes regarding the closing
of entrance lanes to the George Washing-
ton Bridge in Fort Lee in September
2013.

According to The New York Post, Gov-
ernor Chris Christie said Mr. Samson’s
resignation is part of ushering in “a new
era” at the Port Authority whereby he wants
the authority split into two agencies, one for
New Jersey and one for New York.

While he has not said who would re-
place Mr. Samson as chairman — an
appointment traditionally made by the
New Jersey governor — his former chief
of staff, Richard Bagger of Westfield, “is
a member of the Port Authority board and
would likely be one of the leading candi-
dates considered,” according to The Star-
Ledger.

Utilities Authority to Hire New
Attorney for Probe of Stipends

Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) commissioners have voted to
hire a new law firm to investigate the
unapproved stipends paid to someUCUA
employees, The Star-Ledger has reported.

The commissioners unanimously ap-
proved a resolution to drop the law firm
Saiber LLC, which was hired in Febru-
ary, to conduct the probe.

The authority had a conflict of interest
with Saiber because it represents a  debtor
in a federal bankruptcy case. The author-

ity is one of the creditors in that case. The
authority’s commissioners have also
agreed to pay a lawyer who would repre-
sent Executive Director Daniel Sullivan,
a former freeholder, during the investiga-
tion of the stipends.

According to the report, the commis-
sioners learned in February that from
September 2013 through this past Janu-
ary, some authority employees were paid
stipends for the additional work they
were doing for Union County Improve-
ment Authority. The UCUA began over-
seeing the improvement authority last
August following the resignation of im-
provement authority chairman Charlotte
DeFilippo. The head of the state’s Local
Finance Board had criticized her over her
salary of $160,000.

Devine to Challenge Steinman
In Primary for Rahway Mayor

James Devine, a Democratic strategist
who managed all of former Rahway
Mayor Jim Kennedy’s re-election cam-
paigns, has announced his candidacy for
Rahway mayor in the June Primary Elec-
tion. He will challenge Rahway Mayor
Samson Steinman, who was appointed
mayor following the resignation of Rick
Proctor last year.

“We will need a mayor who will stand
up for the people, especially when it
comes to the political power brokers,
wealthy outside developers and greedy
global corporations that have pursued
profits here without regard for the quality
of life,” Mr. Devine said. “If I am suc-
cessful, I hope Jim Kennedy and other
prominent citizens will serve as trustwor-
thy advisors but the days of puppet lead-
ership will end.”

RVSA GARNERS AWARDS...The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
received several awards from the Association of Environmental Authorities of
New Jersey (AEA). Those who attended the conference in Atlantic City on
RVSA’s behalf, from left to right, were: Steve Greet, commissioner for Garwood
and RVSA chairman; Joanne Grimes, office administrator; Allen Chin, commis-
sioner for Westfield and RVSA vice-chairman; RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan; Richard LoForte, commissioner for Kenilworth, and Robert Materna,
secretary-treasurer.

RVSA Recognized by AEA
For Management Practices

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) has been
recognized by the Association of Envi-
ronmental Authorities of New Jersey
(AEA) for the second consecutive year
and awarded with two Wave Awards for
Best Management Practices and Public
Education. The awards presentation was
held on March 12th at the AEA’s annual
spring conference at the Golden Nugget
in Atlantic City.

The AEA is a trade association of
publicly-owned government agencies and
private-sector businesses that provide or
support clean water and solid waste util-
ity services in New Jersey. A total of 16
Wave Awards were presented to various
individuals and organizations that were
recognized by their peers for excellence.

The RVSA received the Best Manage-
ment Practices Award for its efforts in
advancing operator training and knowl-
edge, minimizing the cost of professional
services, and improving plant efficiency.
The “Operator Enhancement Program”
was established so that RVSA operators
could more easily obtain their licenses
from the New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection. Through this pro-
gram, five RVSA employees have ob-
tained six licenses, and with this contin-
ued education and training, the RVSA
was able to operate at lower staffing
levels and reduce overtime for shift cov-
erage resulting in an estimated $145,000
annual savings.

In 2010, Jim Meehan took the role of
RVSA executive director and since that
time the RVSA has realized approxi-
mately $2 million in additional revenue/
savings. In 2013, the RVSA achieved

financial efficiencies through reverse-
auction electric and gas purchasing for a
combined savings of $100,000 annually;
adopting improved billing guidelines for
legal and professional contracts which
significantly reduced legal fees; and, by
treating trucked-in, low-strength waste-
water, the RVSA realized approximately
$500,000 in revenues.

The RVSA was also a recipient of the
Public Education Wave Award for its
efforts in educating the community on
wastewater treatment. The goal of this
initiative is to promote the role of the
RVSA and other sewerage authorities by
explaining the wastewater treatment pro-
cess and providing education on its im-
portance for both the community and the
environment.

 In 2013, RVSA Office Administrator
Joanne Grimes was charged with spear-
heading the public education initiative,
and with limited funding, executed an
outreach to middle and high schools in
the nearby service area, extending the
invitation for organized plant tours – free
of charge. Students are allowed to walk
through each step of the treatment pro-
cess and are provided with informational
handouts, as well as goody bags which
include shower timers to promote water
conservation.

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

  Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?

SM

Specializing in all aspects of
Mortgage Loan Financing

ROBERT DENA
Mortgage Loan Officer

973-568-0902
robert.dena@pncmortgage.com

Call for a free review of  your current mortgage or
get an in-depth pre-approval for your new dream home.

1 LINCOLN PLAZA
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

NMLS # 403800

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

The setting of our one-of-a-kind
community is second to none in
North Jersey
Our traditional American
community with gabled roofs
and inviting porches is situated
on 72 scenic acres.

A vibrant, active lifestyle
Outstanding dining options, stimulating cultural,
educational and social opportunities as well as health,
fitness and wellness programs.

Tried and true
A trusted and much sought after, not-for-profit
continuing care retirement community with a solid
financial position.

Outstanding on-site healthcare
Peace of mind knowing that the area’s 
most complete continuum of healthcare 
services is on-site.

Like us on

Call 877-395-1715 for the
date of our next public

event, more information 
or a personal tour.

Stands Out from the Rest

Where staff and neighbors share
your core values

Fellowship 
Village

Comparing Retirement Communities?

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Candidates File  for GW
Mayor,  Local Town Councils

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION —  Candidates for federal, state
and municipal elections filed their nominat-
ing petitions by Monday’s deadline.

Garwood will see a Republican may-
oral contest in the June Primary Election
between first-term incumbent Pat
Quattrocchi and Sal Piarulli. The winner
will face former Democratic councilman
Charles Lombardo in November.

In the race for borough council, Demo-
cratic incumbents Sara Todisco and Louis
Petruzzelli are seeking reelection. Filing
nominating petitions for the GOP are
Carol Kearney and Richard Dolan.

There also is a battle in Garwood for
slots on the borough GOP Committee
between candidates running under the
Regular Republican Organization of Union
County banner and those under the Con-
servative Republican title. In the first dis-
trict, Gene Jannotti and Carol Kearney are
not challenged; in the second district, Glenn
A. Sytko is challenged by Borough Coun-
cilman James A. Mathieu, while Cheryl
A. Niedermaier is being challenged by
Elizabeth Mathieu, and in the third dis-
trict, Mayor Quattrocchi and her husband,
John, chairman of the local GOP commit-
tee, face opposition from Dominick and
Erika Zurzolo, respectively. In the fourth
district, former councilman Victor
DeFilippo and his wife, Judy, are opposed
by Salvatore and Linda Morello.

Cranford will see a race between in-
cumbent Republican township committee
members Andis Kalnins, the current mayor,
and Lisa M. Adubato and Democrats Brian
T. McCarthy and Robert V. Salvatore.

In Scotch Plains, Republican incum-
bents William “Bo” Vastine and
Llewellyn Jones are joined on the GOP
ticket by incumbent Michael “Mickey”
Marcus, who ran as a Democrat four
years ago. They will face Democrats
John Del Sordi, Jr., William “Bill” Tho-
mas and Luisa Bianco.

In Fanwood, Democratic Councilmen
Kevin Boris and Russell Huegel have
filed for reelection. No Republicans filed
by Monday’s deadline.

Republican Mountainside Borough
Council incumbents Deanna Andre and
Keith C. Turner are seeking reelection.

No Democrats filed for council seats.
There is no municipal election in

Westfield this year.
In the 12th Congressional District,

which includes Fanwood and most of
Scotch Plains, Democrats, Senator Linda
Greenstein (D-14th, Middlesex), Assem-
blywoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
15th, Mercer) and Assemblyman Upendra
J. Chivukula (D-17th, Somerset), are
battling for their party’s nomination to
replace Rep. Rush Holt (D), who is retir-
ing. Also filing for the Democrats is
plasma physicist Andrew Zwicker. Alieta
Eck, a medical doctor, is the Republican
candidate for the seat.

In the 7th District, three-term Rep.
Leonard Lance (R) is facing a Primary
challenge from David Larsen for the third
consecutive election cycle. The district
includes Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield. Democrat
Janice Kovach, the mayor of Clinton in
Hunterdon County, plans to appeal a deci-
sion by the New Jersey Division of Elec-
tions invalidating a portion of signatures
on her nominating petition, thus giving
her below the number of required signa-
tures to run, according to bluejersey.com.

In the race for a full, six-year U.S. Senate
term, four Republicans have filed nominat-
ing petitions: Richard Pezzullo of
Monmouth County, Brian Goldberg of
Essex County, Murray Sabrin and Jeff Bell
of Bergen County. Former FBI agent Rich-
ard Turkavage of Cranford did not file a
petition by Monday’s deadline. The winner
will face Senator Cory Booker (D).

At the county level, Democrat incum-
bent Freeholders Angel Estrada of Eliza-
beth, Chris Hudak of Linden and Vernell
Wright of Union face Primary opposition
from Jorge Batista of Hillside, Marvelis
Perreira of Elizabeth and Tamara Twitty
of Elizabeth running under the True
Democrats for a Change ballot line. P.
Mark Martini of Westfield is the only
Republican to file for freeholder.

Union County Surrogate James
LaCorte of Union is seeking reelection
for another five-year term. He faces a
challenge in the Democratic Primary from
Jerome Dunn of Hillside under the True
Democrats for a Change line. No Repub-
licans filed for surrogate.

Man Charged With
False Bomb Threats
Against Courthouse

COUNTY — An Elizabeth man has
been arrested and charged with phoning
in false bomb threats against the Union
County Courthouse complex, acting
Union County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced Friday.

David Daniels, 29, is facing two counts
of third-degree creating a false public
alarm. Bail was set at $140,000.

An intensive joint investigation in-
volving the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, Union County Sheriff’s Office,
and the Union County Police Depart-
ment was prompted when a man later
identified as Daniels placed two 911 calls
from separate pay phones in downtown
Elizabeth on the morning of March 24,
the first at about 8:30 a.m. and the second
about an hour later. Daniels allegedly
told dispatchers during both calls that
bombs were about to detonate within the
courthouse complex.

A thorough search of the complex did
not reveal any explosives, and the inves-
tigation later revealed that Daniels had
been scheduled to appear in state Supe-
rior Court that morning on an unrelated
matter. Daniels was arrested early Friday
afternoon as he got into his car on the 100
block of Fulton Street in Elizabeth.

Chamber to Hold
Networking Event

CRANFORD — The Cranford Cham-
ber of Commerce’s next networking event
will be held Wednesday, April 16, at
noon at Brooklyn Pizza, 2 South Avenue,
East. The guest speaker will be Cranford
Police Chief James Wozniak. Chief
Wozniak was recently appointed the new
police chief on March 1st.

 Networking events will be held
monthly at various business locations in
Cranford. RSVP’s are recommended by
calling (908) 272-6114. The cost for
chamber members is $10 and non-mem-
bers are $15.

Man Charged With Stealing $180,000
From Springfield Woman, 96

SPRINGFIELD — An Essex County
man has been charged with stealing approxi-
mately $180,000 from a 96-year-old Spring-
field woman during the course of about four
years, acting Union County Prosecutor Grace
H. Park announced Monday.

Denis Marvin Solis, 54, of West Or-
ange is charged with second-degree theft
and second-degree theft by deception,
with bail set at $75,000 by state Superior
Court Judge Joseph P. Donohue.

An investigation by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Special Prosecutions
Unit recently revealed that Solis, the prin-
cipal of a local landscaping company,
stole sums of money from the elderly
victim in a variety of ways since Febru-
ary 2010. He would allegedly get her to
write checks of far greater value than
were appropriate for work his company
performed at her property, for example,
and he would also allegedly accept pay-
ments for work his company never actu-
ally did. Additionally, on several occa-
sions Solis allegedly convinced her to
write multiple checks, mostly ranging

from $2,000 to $4,000, for a single job by
repeatedly claiming that she had yet to
pay for it. The alleged scheme fell apart
shortly after an acquaintance of the vic-
tim contacted police to express concerns.
Solis was arrested early Monday, and his
first appearance has tentatively been
scheduled for Friday.

Probitas Verus Honos


