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Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe  drivers  cost  everybody less.  That’s  why
they  pay  less.  But  at  Allstate,  they  pay  a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
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book discussions. She said, “the stu-
dents put their desks in a circle and
discuss their books. It is a student-led
discussion.” She also noted that stu-
dents receive chips to use for discus-
sion time so that all students have a
fair amount of participation.

Ms. Hanner, writing teacher, noted
that in her classes the writing work-
shops involve one-on-one discussions
with students on their writing. She
said students reacted positively to
receiving this individualized feed-
back on their writing.

In other business, board member
Betty Anne Woerner read a resolu-
tion in which the board unanimously
supported making April 2014 Au-
tism Awareness Month for the dis-
trict, as it is nationally.

The resolution declares the month
of April as a month to increase public
awareness and to support individuals
with autism and the family members
and medical professionals who care
for people with autism. It also recog-
nizes and commends both individu-
als living with autism and parents
and relatives of those living with au-
tism for their dedication.

The resolution additionally defines
autism as a neurodevelopmental dis-
order that results in difficulties with
communication, social interaction
and repetitive behaviors.

Ms. Woerner added that, accord-
ing to her findings from the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC) in Geor-
gia, in 1972 one in 2,500 individuals
was diagnosed with autism. She said
that in 2002, that number had changed
to one in 150 and by 2008 it had
changed again to one in 88. She also
stated that as these individuals grow
up and age out of their districts, it is
harder to find adult programs to fit
some of their needs.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, April
10, at 7:30 p.m. in the Administration
Building on Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP BOE

sharply criticized the mayor during a
council budget meeting to discuss
the library budget. After the mayor
complained that some council mem-
bers were pushing for added library
funding for political reasons, Mr.
Marcus criticized the mayor’s “ri-
diculous comments” and said he was
“tired of comments about political
posturing,” adding that he “resents
the fact that everything is being char-
acterized as being political in na-
ture.”

Mr. Marcus is the first incumbent
council member in memory to seek
re-election as a member of the op-
posing political party. Four years ago,
two council members—Democrat
Jeffrey Strauss and Republican
Dominick Bratti—unsuccessfully
sought re-election as Independent
candidates after being denied their
respective parties’ backing.

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
NETWORKING…The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
conducts a networking meeting at the Crossroads in Garwood. Pictured, left to
right, are: Gene Jannotti, Carol Kearney, Chairman Chris Devine, Crossroads
owner Lee Frankel,  Paula Ehoff, GWACC Executive Director Heather Robinson,
Barbara Murphy and Russ Finestein.
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DAISIES DANCE...Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scouts recently enjoyed the
annual “Me and My Guy” dances, attended by girls with their fathers or other
male adult. The three dances this winter gave Girl Scouts of all ages an evening
to dress up and party with their friends. Food, prizes and dancing to music by a
DJ were featured. Daisy Girl Scouts, in kindergarten and first grade, enjoyed the
first dance, pictured, held in January at Mount Saint Mary Academy in Watchung.

GW Owner Faces Questions
On Plans for Mixed-Use Lot

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The owner of a
mixed-use property on South Avenue
across from the Crunch fitness gym
and his witnesses last Wednesday
faced another three-and-a-half hours
of questioning, oftentimes conten-
tious, from officials and residents in
his bid to get the Garwood Planning
Board’s approval to redevelop the
site.

It was the third time in four months
that Nick Tsapatsaris of LAND of NJ
Inc. had gone before the board. He
submitted a second modified design
at the board’s March 26 meeting that
would redevelop a single-family
home at 325 South Avenue and an
adjacent property at 331 South Av-
enue.

That address includes the Panda
House restaurant, the Wireless Point
mobile phone store and the Ken Nails
salon, as well as a vacant space and
three apartments on the second floor.

The frequently laborious and oc-
casionally heated inquiry extended
past 11 p.m., forcing Board Chair-
man Stephen Greet to adjourn the
meeting and to announce the pro-
ceedings would continue at the
panel’s next gathering on Wednes-
day, April 23.

The latest proposal, which Mr.
Tsapatsaris estimated would cost
“well in excess of $1 million,” was
largely similar to February’s proposal.
The major difference was the removal
of one floor or residential space turn-
ing the property into a three-story
structure. Otherwise, it remained a
150-foot by 100-foot structure that
would approximately double the cur-
rent first-floor retail space to about
5,000 square feet and include 12 apart-
ments on the upper levels.

Along with Mr. Tsapatsaris, his
wife and realtor, Stacey Tsapatsaris,
traffic engineer Joseph Staigar and
civil planner Kathryn Gregory laid
out LAND’s justification for seeking
variances on parking, buffering and a
loading area, as well as approval for
the overall site plan.

While questions in previous meet-
ings concerned, among other things,
the number of apartments, the num-
ber of bedrooms and average square
footage, this time Mr. Tsapatsaris and
his associates were queried largely
on parking, refuse storage and light-
ing.

The most prickly exchanges in-
volved Mr. Tsapatsaris’ attorney, John
Schmidt, and two area residents,
Frank Kelly and Anthony Prieto,
neighbors who live on the parallel
Willow Avenue behind Mr.
Tsapatsaris’ property.

It was revealed at the February 26
meeting, and referenced again on
March 26, that Mr. Kelly owns the
adjacent property at 327 South Av-
enue and had offered to sell it to Mr.
Tsapatsaris, who said he rejected the
offer because the price was above
market value.

Questions by Mr. Kelly and Mr.
Prieto largely focused on traffic flow
and parking availability, taking par-
ticular issue with Mr. Staigar’s testi-
mony that his client’s proposed park-
ing solution was adequate and would
not adversely affect the neighbor-
hood.

Mr. Greet at times had to gavel the
meeting to order and Board Attorney
Donald Fraser chastised members of
the public to ask specific questions,
rather than make pronouncements or
offer opinions and criticism. Mr.
Fraser also overruled objections by
Mr. Schmidt, characterizing some
questions as “fair” and rewording
others for the witnesses to answer.

During one exchange, Mr. Schmidt
objected to a line of questioning from
Mr. Prieto, who followed Mr. Kelly’s
cross-examination of Mr. Staigar and

asked him if he could use his infor-
mation to justify Mr. Kelly’s argu-
ment.

“I’m not sure what part of this half
hour of Mr. Kelly’s questioning he’s
referring to,” Mr. Schmidt said.

That remark drew an angry response
from Mr. Kelly, who called it “antago-
nistic.”

Mr. Fraser interjected to calm the
tension.

Mr. Tsapatsaris’ March 26 proposal
includes eight one-bedroom apart-
ments with an average size of 895
square feet, and four two-bedroom
apartments with an average size of
1,100 square feet. It also was modified
to include an internal garbage chute
that leads to a first-floor room and a
dumpster that would be moved to a
refuse area on the southwest corner of
the property.

The February 26 proposal included
11 two-bedroom apartments and two
one-bedroom units.

The reduction in bedrooms also
forced the recalculation of the number
of needed parking spots. The 325-331
site is designed to have 18 parking
spots. Under the previous configura-
tion, Mr. Tsapatsaris’ group calcu-
lated that to comply with borough
ordinances it would need an addi-
tional 18 places, while Garwood’s
zoning code enforcement officer, Vic-
tor Vinegra, put the number at 21.

With the new number and size of
apartments, Mr. Vinegra lowered his
estimate to 16. Besides the 18 on-site
places, Mr. Tsapatsaris has signed a
lease with the Garwood Rest saloon
350 feet to the east of his property on
South Avenue for five places for 10
years, and also has been negotiating
with the owners of the largely aban-
doned Casale industrial plant to the west
for another 15 at its parking lot on South
Avenue adjacent to the Garwood Fire
Department.

Mr. Tsapatsaris would need a vari-
ance to permit off-site parking, and there-
fore be in compliance with local ordi-
nances.

The planning board still needs to dis-
cuss the matter among itself, and also
give the public a chance to comment and
present evidence on the application. After
Mr. Tsapatsaris’ group completed
their testimony on March 26, Mr.
Greet speculated the meeting could
have lasted until 12:30 to 1 a.m.

He therefore adjourned the meet-
ing and left it to April 23 to decide the
fate of the application.

“It’s very hard to say,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said when asked to evalu-
ate the project’s chances. “I saw some
positive comments, but I also heard
their concerns. At this point, it’s quite
difficult to gauge the direction (the
board) would take.”

for members of the public to speak
with little or no immediate response
from the board until after that portion
of the meeting is closed.

During the freeholder comment
portion, a handful, including Bette
Jane Kowalski and Linda Carter, of-
fered support for Mr. Hudak, but most
did not address Mr. Paterson’s remarks.

Speaking last among the free-
holders, Mr. Hudak waited until the
end of his remarks to respond to
Mr. Paterson, saying he did not want
to reply to “foolish comments that
lack intelligence or facts.”

He indirectly accused Mr. Pater-
son of seeking attention and “flat
out” making up “things that are not
true, that do not have any basis in
reason or fact.”

Mr. Hudak joked that while he
was proud to be the chairman of the
Linden Democratic Party, “I
wouldn’t consider myself the boss
of anything. Hell, I’m not the boss
of Exeter Road. Mrs. Hudak has
that title,” drawing some laughter.

During Mr. Hudak’s comments,
Mr. Paterson asked from the gallery
if Mr. Hudak would rescind a spend-
ing resolution that Mr. Paterson ref-
erenced earlier. After a brief, terse
exchange between the two, Mr.
Hudak threatened to have Mr. Pater-
son removed from the room.
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liaison to the recreation commis-
sion, said the commission is charged
with making funding recommen-
dations to the council.  He also
cautioned against creating a fund-
ing “contest” between the library
and the recreation programs.

Mrs. Gialanella said, “I see the
library as falling under the umbrella
of recreation services that we pro-
vide to the community,” and ex-
pressed her “frustration” at the
council for not helping to offset the
costs of recreation programs.

In other business, the council ap-
proved the 2014 billing rates for the
Scotch Plains Sewer Utility.  Mr.
Giaimis said the rates will remain
the same as last year.  Mayor Glover
and Councilwoman Gialanella ab-
stained from the vote, saying they
had hoped for more details before
voting on the rates and also wished
that Chief Financial Officer Lori
Majeski would have been present
to answer questions about the
utility’s finances.  Mayor Glover
also urged that a referendum be
scheduled for next year to ask vot-
ers if they favor folding the utility,
which was created in 2009, back
into the general township budget.
“It’s time to bury this gimmick,”
the mayor said.

At the start of the meeting, Mrs.
Gialanella read a proclamation de-
claring April as Autism Awareness
Month and April 2 as World Autism
Awareness Day.  Dr. Regina Peters
from the Newmark School, Paul
cash of Autism Speaks and Adrienne
Robertiello, a township resident ac-
tive in autism awareness efforts,
accepted the proclamation.
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approached in her driveway by an
unknown male wearing a mask, ac-
cording to the investigation. Follow-
ing a brief struggle during which the
woman was shoved to the ground, the
man, later identified as Randleman,
took the keys to the victim’s Lexus
SUV and drove away.

A joint investigation by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, the
Westfield Police Department and
the Mountainside Police Depart-
ment revealed that Randleman then
drove a short distance east and parked
the Lexus in a lot off of an exit ramp
for Route 22 in Mountainside. Shortly
thereafter, a Mountainside police of-
ficer spotted the defendant and started
pursuing him on foot until Randleman
arrived at a nearby gas station and
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quickly entered a second vehicle be-
ing driven by Hinson.

Hinson then allegedly drove in the
direction of the Mountainside officer,
who fired multiple rounds from his
service weapon as the vehicle ap-
proached him. Neither suspect was
struck by gunfire, and following a
brief police pursuit the getaway ve-
hicle crashed at the corner of Or-
chard and New Providence Roads in
Mountainside, after which the two
defendants were taken into custody
without further incident, according
to the prosecutor’s office.

The carjacking victim was not se-
riously injured, nor was either of the
two defendants. The Mountainside
officer who had been pursuing
Randleman was taken to a local hos-
pital for treatment of a leg injury.

Bail for Hinson and Randleman
was set at $750,000 and $1 million,
respectively, by state Superior Court
Judge Frederic R. McDaniel. Both
defendants are expected to make
their first appearances in court later
this week, according to the
prosecutor’s office.

Mountainside Considers
Comcast Application

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Borough Council tackled a
full agenda at its Tuesday work ses-
sion.

The council began by conducting a
public hearing on Comcast
Corporation’s application to renew
its franchise to provide cable ser-
vices to the community. Officials
considered whether Comcast had
substantially complied with the terms
of its service contract and had the
financial ability to provide the ser-
vices which it has promised. The two
items which the members could not
consider were rates, which are gov-
erned by federal and state statutes,
and program content, which is pro-
tected by the First Amendment.

Council members questioned a rep-
resentative from Comcast on the

company’s ability to continue to pro-
vide public access channels and to
ensure that Berkeley Heights pro-
gramming continues to be available
to Mountainside residents, as well as
Comcast’s response to power out-
ages during the recent severe weather.

The council also reviewed several
bids for the resurfacing of New Provi-
dence Road and Woodland Avenue
and passed a resolution approving
the transfer of a liquor license held by
ZLW Enterprises for Raagini, a now-
closed Indian restaurant, to Echo Park
Food LLC — the operators of the Echo
Queen diner. Finally, the council dis-
cussed the need for an ordinance relat-
ing to construction fencing. Officials
agreed an ordinance was necessary to
ensure orderly storage of construction
materials and resident safety.

The borough council’s next meeting
will take place on Tuesday, April 22.

WF Council Presents Budget; Hears
Opposition to UCC Sports Complex

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting Tuesday evening, the
Westfield Town Council presented the
$38.7-million municipal budget for
2014.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and Fi-
nance Policy Committee Chairperson
Sam Della Fera made brief opening
remarks regarding the work accom-
plished by the finance policy commit-
tee and employees of the town.

“First of all, I want to thank the
budget committee on all their work,”
stated Mayor Skibitsky. “All of our
committees work extremely hard, but I
think our finance policy committee
puts in the most hours…Every time I
come into this building whether it be a
weekday night or a weekend, it always
seems like they are in the chambers
meeting about the budget.”

Mayor Skibitsky also detailed the
recent rating upgrade by Standard and
Poor’s from AA+ to AAA as a testa-
ment to the efforts of the finance policy
committee and Westfield’s employees
in “being good stewards for the citizens
of Westfield.”

Mr. Gildea next presented the mu-
nicipal budget via PowerPoint.

 The total municipal budget for 2014
is $38,671,928. After accounting for
municipal revenues, the tax levy for
taxpayers is $26,185,518, which is an
increase of 0.5 percent over last year’s
budget and is lower than the state-
mandated 2-percent tax levy cap law.

The owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment in
the town of Westfield, will see their
taxes increased by $63 for the year, or
$5.25 a month.

The 2014 budget also incorporates
the hiring of one police officer and one
firefighter for the town. Mayor Skib-
itsky stated that the 2014 budget will
soon be available online on the town’s
website, located at

www.westfieldnj.gov/.
In other news, former mayor and

current Cranford Township Commit-
tee (CTC) member Tom Hannen, Jr.
petitioned the town council to pass a
resolution denouncing a sports com-
plex that is to be constructed by Union
County College (UCC) at its Cranford
campus. According to Mr. Hannen, the
CTC passed a similar resolution at its
last committee meeting.

The $1.4-million sports complex
would be located adjacent to Colby
Lane in Cranford and Gallows Hill
Road on the border of Cranford and
Westfield. The facility would have a
lacrosse/soccer field, a six-lane track,
bleachers and a lighting system.

About 20 residents from both Cran-
ford and Westfield appeared at the town
council session to oppose the project.
Nine residents from both towns spoke
during the public comments portion of
the meeting to voice their opposition.

The residents opposed the plan due
to anticipated loss of property value,
parking and traffic concerns, noise and
light pollution and water drainage is-
sues due to the removal of some 700
trees on an area encompassing four-
and-a-third-acres of land and the sub-
sequent disruption of the natural habi-
tat for the wildlife in the area.

The proposed plan calls for the plant-
ing of 1,500 trees to replace the ones
that are to be removed, but residents
also voiced their concern about the
floods that may occur until the new
trees reach maturity.

Mayor Skibitsky addressed the resi-
dents regarding the project stating,
“We’re just becoming up to speed on
the project. We hear you and we defi-
nitely understand all your
concerns…we’re going to look at it
very pragmatically.”

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 22, at 7 p.m.
at the municipal building.


