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Garwood Council Hears of
Paterson Write-In Bid

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At the council
meeting Tuesday night, Plan-
ning Board Member Bruce Pater-
son announced he will be a
write-in candidate for Borough
Council in the Tues-
day, November 5,
General Election,
seeking one of the
two council seats up
for grabs. Two can-
didates are on the
ballot for the elec-
tion, Republicans Jim
Mathieu (incumbent)
and Mike Martin. No
Democrats have filed
to run.

In other meeting
news, council mem-
bers approved the purchase of
a dump truck for $117,382. The
stainless steel spreader and

Bruce Paterson

plow will be bought separately
and cost about $45,000. Mr.
Mathieu voted no. He said pre-
viously that he did not want the
borough to incur more debt.

Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello told the council that
the paving of Gallows Hill Road

on the eastern border
with Cranford has been
completed. The news
was heartily welcomed
by council members,
who noted the street,
which sits within the
border of and was paid
for by Cranford, has
been a source of com-
plaints for about a de-
cade.

Douglas Stoffer was
sworn in as captain of
the Garwood Police De-

partment. He replaces James
Pipala, who retired earlier this

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Township offi-
cials asked residents to be pa-
tient and careful during the infra-
structure renovations taking
place near the Hillside Avenue
School. Mayor Thomas Hannen
said at the Township Committee’s
meeting on Tuesday that two 25-
foot pipes are being delivered as
part of renovation work on the
tunnel under the Lehigh Valley
railroad line that runs near the
school’s property. He said it was
important for parents to urge
their children to stay away from
the pipes and the project site
while work is completed during
the next two weeks.

And Commissioner Kevin
Campbell noted that the road-
work on Centennial Avenue has
been causing “some inconve-
nience” for drivers but said the
project should be completed by
November. A 1,100-foot section
of Centennial Avenue is being
widened by Union County in an
effort to reduce traffic congestion
in the area. The added roadway is
also going to allow for a dedicated
left-turn lane on northbound Hill-
side Avenue and a similar one on
the southbound side of Myrtle
Avenue. A new traffic signal is
being placed at the Centennial
and Hillside Avenues intersection
and existing signals are being
replaced at Centennial Avenue’s
intersections with Myrtle Avenue
and Wall Street. The new signals
will be timed with the aim of
improving traffic flow. In addi-
tion, curbing and sidewalks along
Centennial Avenue bordering the
Hillside Avenue School property
are being replaced.

In other business at the
committee’s 35-minute meeting,
three ordinances were intro-

duced, all of which will be voted
upon at public hearings on Octo-
ber 22. The first clarifies the 15-
foot setback for residential swim-
ming pools while, the second
excludes three residential prop-
erties located within the special
improvement district from hav-
ing to pay the fees that fund the
commercial district’s marketing
and other activities.

The third ordinance sets forth
position titles and sets salary
guides for certain management
and other positions with the town-
ship government. Commissioner
Lisa Adubato said that a commit-
tee looking into Cranford’s salary
ordinance found that the
township’s pay levels were “sub-
stantially under market.” She said
the new ordinance would help
the municipal government “at-
tract and retain the best-quali-
fied employees.” But Deputy
Mayor Edward O’Malley, the lone
commissioner to vote against its
introduction, felt now was not
the right time to consider its
enactment given the township’s
current negotiations with three
labor unions representing town-
ship employees.

Township Manager Joseph
Hartnett told the committee that
the township’s health coverage
policies are expiring soon and
that he and his staff are “hard at
work” at securing new coverage.
Commissioner Andis Kalnins
noted that the township had
earned what he called a “very
passing score” on a state-spon-
sored “best practices” checklist
that could have resulted, in the
event of a poor score, in a reduc-
tion in annual state aid.

Mr. Kalnins also reminded resi-
dents that the annual town-wide
garage sale will be held on Satur-
day, October 5. Registration
forms are available at

www.cranfordprojecthome.org,
and the form and a $20 registra-
tion fee can be sent to Project
Home of Cranford, P.O. Box 724,
Cranford, N.J. 07016. Forms are
due by Tuesday, October 1. Com-
missioner Kevin Campbell re-
minded residents that the an-
nual bulk waste curbside pickup
begins on the first weekend of
October. Residents wishing to
dispose of large household items
can contact the township health
department for details and to
purchase a permit.

To open the meeting, members
of Girl Scout Troop 40867 led the
committee in the salute to the
flag. And Deputy Mayor O’Malley
presented certificates to three lo-
cal businesses — Scaturro’s Pizze-
ria and Café, Cesar Kai Karate and
Il Gabbiano Restaurant — for their
efforts at adopting environmen-
tally-sustainable practices as part
of the town’s Go Green initiative.

LaSALLE CLUB...The Westfield Leader made headlines at the Benefit Car Show
in Clark at Oak Ridge Park on September 22. Pictured, left to right,  are:  Chuck
LePovidiven, Lorraine Lonegan and United States Senate Republican candidate
Steve Lonegan and John Quattrocchi, Garwood Republican chairman.
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Garwood
Monday, September 9, John Kot,

42, of Garwood was arrested for
outstanding warrants,  presenting
a false government document and
hindering apprehension after a field
investigation. According to police,
Kot was stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation on September 2, at
which time he presented police
with a valid driver’s license out of
Florida with a different name than
his own.

One week later, Kot was cor-
rectly identified by another officer
and the suspect admitted that he
used the fictitious license to avoid
arrest for the warrants, authori-
ties reported. He was transported
to headquarters, processed and
bail was set at $70,000.

POLICE BLOTTER

Cranford Township Urges Caution
At Centennial Avenue Work Site


