
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 26, 2013 Page 15

CUNNINGHAM NAILS FREE KICK, YEAGER NETS GOAL

Lady Raiders Notch 2 in 2nd
To Top Soccer Blue Devils, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No overtime tie this time! Kathryn
Cunningham lofted a free kick over
goalkeeper Kiera Loftus’ head in the
second half and, later, assisted for-
ward Kelly Yeager on another goal to
lift the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team over
Westfield, 2-0, in the first game of a
Blue Devils/Raiders girls/boys
double-trouble showdown in Scotch
Plains on September 17.

The last time the lady rivals met
ended in a 1-1, overtime tie last No-
vember to give the Raiders and the
Blue Devils a share of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) title. The
Raiders, winners or co-winners in
seven of the past eight years, de-
feated the Blue Devils for the UCT
title in 2007, 2010 and 2011, and tied
them in 2006, losing the title only to
Cranford in 2009.

“Coming to their place, first game
of the season away, we knew it was
going to be an intense game with the

rivalry the last couple of years in the
county finals together. Two rival
towns, especially with the girls and
boys today, we knew it was going to
a big game. Obviously, I’m not happy
that we lost, but at the same point, we
have a really young team. Today, we
had four freshmen and three sopho-
mores on the field mixed in with one
senior and two juniors,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Alex Schmidt said.

“It’s a great rivalry. We look for-
ward to it every year. We get pumped
up and we came out today and played
great. We played composed and we
played smart,” Cunningham said.

The Raiders had a 4-1 edge in shots
on goal in the first half, but the Blue
Devils’ defense, with senior co-cap-
tain Karli Sottung, usually the center
midfielder, dropping back to center
back to cover for some injuries held
up. Loftus made three saves in the
half.

“Right now we have three seniors
with ACL tears and two girls with
concussions. Mary Randazzo is with

a concussion and she’s our starting
back, so we were trying to find our
way without a lot of senior leader-
ship,” Coach Schmidt replied.

The Raiders took five corner kicks
in the first half and senior Katie Harper
launched the first three, before
Cunningham later switched to take
the corners. Harper’s first corner kick
curved beautifully right at the goal,
but Loftus made the stop.

“This season, we have three switch-
ing on an off. Me, Katie Harper or
Paige Heiden. We all have a great
shot,” Cunningham explained.

Just before the half, Loftus stopped
a vicious shot from Yeager and a free
kick from senior Alyssa Riporti. Then
early in the second half, Loftus made
a big save of a shot from the foot of
Sarah DiIorio.

With 18:30 left in the game,
Cunningham lined up for her free
kick on the right center and launched
her shot that looped over Loftus’ head
and hooked left into the far netting.
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CHRISTIANO GETS 2 TDs, INT; WALKER TD, KEY SACK

Cougar Footballers Unsettle
Pioneers’ Final Drives, 20-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Key defensive plays when it was
needed insured the Cranford High
School football team a 20-14 victory
over the Somerville Pioneers at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on Septem-
ber 20. The 1-1 Cougars scored the
first 20 points of the game in the first
half, but the 0-2 Pioneers got a touch-
down (TD) late in the second quarter,
another early in the fourth and threat-
ened heavily in the final six minutes.

“We still haven’t played a full game
of offensive football. We switched
halves. Tonight we played the first
half, but the difference was we were

able to finish this week and score.
Last week against Watchung Hills, I
though we played a good second half
offensively, but we just couldn’t fin-
ish inside the 25 three times. Some of
that has to be attributed to Somerville.
They stepped up their game in the
second half. As we gain experience,
we have to understand that people
aren’t going to go away. They are
going to fight to the end,” Cougar
Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

The key series of defensive plays
came when the Pioneers had a second
down at the Cranford 25 and defen-
sive back Donavin Walker, with the
help of defensive end Steve Baglieri,

sacked quarterback Joe Lucas for an
11-yard loss. After a seven-yard gain,
Lucas took to the air on fourth down,
but Walker was there to bat it down.

“You just have to keep your head in
the game. They continued the drive
and we stopped them. Steve Bags
[Baglieri] helped me out there. I
wrapped him up and he helped then I
dropped a pick [interception],”
Walked said with a little chuckle.

The Pioneers did, however, get
another chance with time running
out, but this time defensive back Luke
Christiano read Lucas’ mind and in-
tercepted his pass at the Cranford 45
and returned it 33 yards, setting up
the Cougars’ opportunity to run out
the clock.

“Coaches told me to play deep,
because the game was getting near
the end. You have to play pass re-
sponsibilities then I read the halfback
option, got the pick,” Christiano ex-
plained.

Walker and Christiano also played
a major role in the scoring. Unlike
with their game with Watchung Hills
where they had most of their offense
in the second half, the Cougars
chewed up 140 yards, including two
TDs, on the ground and added a 38-
yard TD reception in the first half.

Against Watchung Hills, Walker
got the Cougars rolling with a 78-
yard rushing TD at the beginning of
the second half.

“It felt really good getting that run
in, getting my team some momen-
tum,” he said.

Against the Pioneers, Walker
capped a six-play, 46-yard drive with
a four-yard TD run around the left
side.

“We were in our hammer package,
and we had Niko Cappello blocking
and Steve Bags. I just bounced it out,
because there was no hole and got
around the defense and scored,”
Walker said.

Early in the second quarter, Cou-
gar linebacker Colin Scanlon, who
made eight tackles, intercepted Lucas’
pass at the Somerville 43. After an
incomplete pass, Christiano broke
loose around the right sideline and
sprinted 43 yards for the TD with
8:51 on the clock. Next, the Cougars
got good field possession on the
Somerville 46. Christiano carried for
eight yards then on the next play,
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY PHYSICAL GAME...Blue Devil Karli Sottung, front, gets to the ball first in the game against the Raiders in Scotch
Plains on September 17. The Raiders scored a pair of second-half goals to emerge with a 2-0 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE TOUCHDOWNS...Cougar Donavin Walker, top, crosses the
goal line for a touchdown. Cougar Luke Christiano, bottom, scored two touch-
downs against the Somerville Pioneers on September 20.


