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Dragons Dethrone Blue Devils in UCT Tennis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Cranford’s Laura Van Horn de-
feated Raider Sophia DiIorio, 7-5, 6-
0, for seventh place at second singles.

Blue Devil sophomore Connie Wu
received the third seed at first singles
after defeating Kaitlyn Dunlevy (OK)
in a regular-season showdown.

“Connie Wu’s victory yesterday
against Dunlevy helped, because that

gave Connie the third seed, so she
gets a chance to redeem herself against
Mimi [MacCowatt] of Kent Place,
which that match and getting to the
finals at first singles means a lot,”
Coach Varhley said prior to her semi-
final match with MacCowatt.

MacCowatt outlasted Wu in three

sets, but Wu recovered to defeat
Dunlevy, 6-1, 6-1, for third place.

“Although I was really close with
Kent Place, I tried not to let that get to
my head. I went out and played my
best. Even though I might lose, this is
my first year, and I will take it as a
learning experience. I felt good to-
day. I was well rested. I hit a lot of

winners, but Kaitlin returned a lot of
them,” Wu said.

Last year, Wu won the title at sec-
ond doubles.

“Last year doubles was a really fun
experience. I couldn’t have asked for
a better partner, but I always wanted
to play singles. I have been training a

lot all winter and it paid off,” Wu said.
Raider Casey Abramson defeated

Cougar Emily Roman, 7-5, 6-1, for
seventh place at first singles.

Blue Devil sophomore Becca Sisto,
last year’s third singles champion,
was upset in the semis and finished
fourth. Cougar Kerry Wischusen de-
feated Rachel Schwartz, 6-2, 6-4, for
fifth place.

Blue Devils Emma Haley and
Catherine Massa had a tough loss (6-
1, 4-6, 7-6 [7-5]) in the second doubles
semis against Kent Place but breezed
through their match with Carley Leiter
and Caroline Sayre (Summit), 6-1, 6-
1, to claim third place.

“I think we played well. Everybody
played their hardest. It’s been tough,
because a lot of teams here are really
good. We stuck with it and we tried our
best. We went to a tiebreaker with
Kent Place in the semifinals. I think we
figured out pretty quickly what we
needed to fix and adjusted to who we
were playing against. We tried two
back instead of going up to the net
more, because the other person at the
net would just slam it and hit winners.
We were able to get those back when
we stayed two back,” Haley said.

“We did well overall, and the team
did well overall. Emma and I did
really well in our last game. We beat
them by a lot, but our Kent Place
game was really close. It could have
been anyone’s game. My serving was
good, the backhand was good,” said
Massa, who added, “In the previous
years, it was more clear that we would
win, but this year, it could have been
anyone, because there are a lot of
good girls playing,” Massa said.

Raiders Liz Kaminoff and Madi-
son Dieu defeated Cougars Annie
Bryant and Jen Schneider, 6-4, 6-4,
for seventh place at second doubles.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
First singles: Johanna Zawelski (L) d
MacCowatt (KP), 6-1, 6-0
Second singles: Podsiebierski (L) d
King (W), 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Ana Santoyo (OK) d
Isabelle Donatelli (KP), 6-1, 6-4
First doubles: Criscuolo and Morgan
(W) d Sambamurthy and Falivene (KP),
6-3, 3-6, 6-4
Second doubles: Olivia Cornish and
Ridhika Siva (KP) d Kaitlin Schroeder
and Nicole Biaocco (OK), 6-2, 6-4

THIRD PLACE:
First singles: Wu (W) d Dunlevy (OK),
6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Audrey Randazzo (OK)
d Kwan (KP), 7-6 (9-7), 5-7. 6-0
Third singles: Maya Jacobs (L) d Sisto
(W), 6-2, 6-2
First doubles: Jackie Grieco and Ali
Baiocco (OK) d Nicole DelRosso and
Kreisten Miller (Summit), 6-2, 6-2
Second doubles: Haley and Massa (W)
d Leiter and Sayre (Summit), 6-1, 6-1

Blue Devil Volleyballers Top
Cranford Cougars, 25-9, 25-21

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
volleyball team exhibited is skills and
intensity with a 25-9, 25-21, victory
over a fine Cranford team on Septem-
ber 20 in Westfield.

Kayla Rodrigues in the front row,
who notched three kills and four digs,
five assists and four service points,
led the 3-0 Blue Devil girls. Megan
Mondon amassed eight assists, three
digs, three kills and six service points,
including one ace. Angela Dorry gar-
nered three kills, four service points
and one dig. Olivia Manning, who
showed up gun loaded, triggered four
kills, three digs and one assist. Work-
horse Elena Scarano recorded 18 digs,
four service points and one ace. Emma
Lorenzo finished with four digs and
one kill and Sophia Shiffman served
up seven service points, including
two aces, and added two digs. Anna
Labrozzi added three service points
and two aces.

The 2-2 Cougars relied on Brynn
Wichelns, who garnered three kills
and five assists. Alex Heyburn and
Taylor Antoniewicz each notched
three kills and one dig. Michaela
Mason contributed six digs, two ser-
vice points and one ace. Talia
Gonzales finished with seven digs
and one assist.

“The first set, the nerves definitely

got to us. Obviously there is a friendly
rivalry between the two schools, but I
felt we came out a little flat and kind of
dug ourselves into a hole. It took us a
while to chip away, and heading into
the second set, we came out a little bit
more on fire, coming in with the men-
tality, ‘nothing to lose, everything to
gain,’ and they just let everything out
on the floor. We pride ourselves in
defense, we always believe defense
wins games. When you have a good
server like some of our girls and lead-
ing six points, our defense takes con-
trol of the game. They definitely felt
they can compete and obviously that’s
momentum going forward. Applause
to Westfield, they hung in there and
they fought it out. It’s always a good
fight between these teams,” said
Cranford Head Coach John Achi.

In Game 1, the Blue Devils with a
talented frontcourt combination sim-
ply terrorized the opposition with bru-
tal shots. The outside hitters established
the passing rhythm in the backcourt,
resulting in a lopsided victory.

“With our two middles, Emma
(Lorenzo) and Angela (Dorry), we run
a lot of plays, so it throws the other
team off; they are really strong blockers
too. Our other hitter, Megan (Mondon)
does really well tipping and hitting the
spots and throwing the other team off.
First game, when they did get points,
we came back right away. With every-

one talking, it helped because every
time they got a point, we came back
and got more. Game 2, we had a lot of
substitutions, trying everyone out, and
I think the people that came in, really
did a good job. Obviously, it throws
everything off a little bit at first and it
takes a while to get used to it. We just
had a little trouble adjusting to what
the other team was doing, but every-
one worked together towards the end
and we pulled it out,” said senior co-
captain Rodrigues.

In the second game, the Cougars
provided plenty of sparks early and
jumped out to a 6-0 lead with
Wichelins and Maria Giga doing most
of the damage. Westfield regrouped
midway in the game and edged their
way back when Mondon pulled off
three straight points and Shiffman
notched back-to-back kills that
calmed the Cougars down, 18-11.

The Cougars then rolled off hard-
earned points to cut the margin, 23-18,
but Blue Devil Lorenzo added the ex-
clamation points to claim the victory.

“The first game, mentally we were
not there, but by the end we got so
much more motivated and energized.
The second set, we knew what we had
to do to win. Work as team, talk to
each other and being loud was just
helping us to stay energized and keep-
ing the intensity of the game. Defen-
sively, we got stronger with the hit-
ters, they were coming up and block-
ing more, and our serves became so
much stronger. We thought about
where to place the ball rather than just
putting it over, getting it done and
playing nervous ball. We thought
about the spots that were open on
their side. Basically, we played
smarter,” said Cougar Gonzales

“Everything was on, right from the
beginning. Defense was solid, we
worked well together and everyone
did their job. Communication, in par-
ticular, is what helped us win. First
game, I don’t think we missed even
one serve and that helped us. Once
we lost points, the serving helped us
by answering immediately. It helped
us keep our momentum and we were
able to fire every play, every defen-
sive point. Second game, they came
back fired up, while our communica-
tion was off. Once we got the point
back we were able to use our serve
and get a service run again. They
came back craftier and more fired up
than the first game,” said senior co-
captain Scarano.
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Patricia
“Patty”

O’Connor

RANCH

CRANFORD. Classic 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Ranch with open concept
living. Spacious Living Room opens to Dining Room and updated Eat
In Kitchen with granite countertop and cherry cabinets, tile floor and
backsplash. Updated full bath and new half bath. Three sunny Bedrooms.
Sunken Family Room adjacent to Dining Room. Hardwood floors
throughout. Plus a full basement, patio and fenced yard. Moments to
award winning schools, town and transportation. $369,900.

Patricia
“Patty”

O’Connor

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Incomparable 5 BR Colonial marrying classic old world
beauty with quality modern amenities. Elegantly appointed LR w/dual-
sided fireplace and French doors, custom mill work and recessed lighting.
FDR with custom shades and window treatments. Kitchen with granite
countertop, high end appliances, open to FR with French doors to private
patio. Garden room with vaulted ceiling, cove lighting, copper sink,
Italian tile floor with radiant heating. HWF thruout. $1,295,000.

Niki
Fry

CRANFORD. Move right into this Pristine 4 BR Split Level home in the
heart of Cranford. Eat In Kitchen, CAC, updated Bath. Newly refinished
HW Floors in the LR, DR and Bedrooms. Freshly painted interior and
replacement windows. FR and Guest Room/Office features new carpet
which opens to a patio and spacious back yd. Rec Room and workshop in
basement. Perfectly situated on a quiet street close to town and train. Flood
insurance not required. No water during storms Irene or Sandy. $419,000.

Associate of the Month

Maria
DiCarlo

CAPE COD

SCOTCH PLAINS. Charming 3 Bedroom, 2 baths brick Cape
located conveniently to NYC transportation. Professionally renovated
in 2013 offers a new gourmet kitchen with Central Island, granite
counter top and stainless steel appliances, 2 full baths, hardwood floors,
new thermal windows, new CAC and finished basement. The renovation
continues on the outside with a new walkway, driveway with extra
parking and a wood fence to complete the private yard. $449,000.

SPLIT LEVEL

Peter
Lisciotto

SPLIT LEVEL

CRANFORD. Recently Remodeled 3 Bedroom and 2 Bath Split Level -
New Granite Kitchen and Tiled baths - Spacious rooms - Excellent flow for
entertaining with Large deck off Dining Room and Living Room combo.
Den/Family Room off kitchen. Extra finished area in basement. All newly
finished hardwood floors throughout. One of the most private areas in
Cranford with a large Rear yard and across from Park-like Grounds. Non
flood zone. Minutes to Hillside school and GSPkwy. $489,500.

CUSTOM COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Custom built 10 Rooms, 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial.
Private road which will turn over to Town Of Westfield. Hardiwood
plank exterior, custom crown molding exterior, stone front, custom
kitchen with butler area in kitchen, gas fireplace in Family Room, Master
Bedroom features Tray ceilings, soaking tub with stall shower, Large
Boudoir walking closet in master bedroom, double sink in master bath.
2 car attached garage, walk-up attic, unfinished basement. $1,395,000.

Richard
Buontempo

Annette
Cordasco

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE BALL...Blue Devil Kyla Rodrigues, center, returns a volley
from the Cranford Cougars, as libero Elena Scarano, No. 5. looks on.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND AT SECOND SINGLES...Blue Devil Caroline King.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THIRD AT SECOND DOUBLES...Blue Devils Emma Haley, serving, and
Catherine Massa.

More photos at www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


