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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Letters to
the Editor

Repairing Shady Rest, At What
Cost to Scotch Plains, By Whom?

We look forward to hearing what a preservation
consultant has to say about the condition of the
clubhouse at Scotch Hills Country Club and what it
will cost to restore the historic 200-year-old struc-
ture that was once known as the Shady Rest Golf and
Country Club and was the country’s first African-
American-owned and operated country club.

The township council in Scotch Plains last week
approved a $138,000 bond ordinance to finance the
study and to also fund what are expected to be
extensive repairs to the building’s roof. Hopefully,
that’s the extent of the building’s problems but
experience has shown that once you start poking
around old dwellings, the problems multiply.

We believe it’s a very worthy idea to refurbish the
building that serves the nine-hole golf course, which
was taken over by the township in 1964. The likes of
Cab Calloway, Ella Fitzgerald and Duke Ellington
performed there back in the day when Shady Rest
was a well-known social gathering place for Afri-
can-Americans in the New York-New Jersey area.
And it remains a touchstone —and an emotional one
— for the Scotch Plains African-American commu-
nity, as evidenced by its heavy turnout at recent
council meetings where the refurbishment was dis-
cussed and then approved.

In advance of the report on the building’s condi-
tions — regardless of its conclusions and recom-
mendations — a number of questions arise. First, of
course, is the prospective cost of restoring the build-
ing. The township has set aside $100,000 for antici-
pated repairs to the building’s roof. But what if the
consultant finds additional problems — be it a
crumbling foundation or weakening walls or dete-
riorating plumbing — that need to be remedied?

Unanticipated cost overruns and other problems
do arise, and in Scotch Plains, they’ve happened
recently. The years-long effort by the Fanwood
Scotch Plains Rotary Club to refurbish the historic
Frazee House at the former Terry-Lou Zoo property
remains stuck due to both funding problems and
serious structural problems. The 2006-2007 renova-
tions of the municipal building ended up costing
more than anticipated.

Another question is why this building, which is
owned by the municipal government, was allowed to
fall into such a state of disrepair that its very exist-
ence may now be threatened. We agree with those
who have described the history-laden building as a
“gem” and “jewel” and ask why it was allowed to
become so severely tarnished in recent years.

Then there’s the question of financing any refur-
bishments. We will be surprised — and heartened —
if the preservation consultant finds that, besides the

decrepit roof, the rest of the building is in tip-top
condition, meaning that no additional expenditures
beyond the already-appropriated $100,000 will have
to be spent on repairs.

But what happens if the report finds multiple
problems needing to be fixed and the cost of these
various repairs adds up to $250,000, $500,000 or
even more? What then? Does the township then
issue additional capital improvement bonds to cover
these added expenses, thus boosting municipal debt
levels? Does the township council draw a line — say,
$250,000 — and say Scotch Plains won’t pay for
anything beyond that level? What’s the level at
which the cost and benefits of repairing a very old
building outweigh the expense of razing the existing
structure and developing a new, modern clubhouse
that strives to retain as much of the old building’s
history as possible?

Or perhaps the solution to the problem of costs is
a public-private partnership in which the municipal
government, perhaps with the assistance of grant
dollars, funds a portion of the repairs and upgrades
and a private entity, using money raised from the
community and elsewhere, pitches in to finance the
rest. That would show a commitment by both the
township and the community to preserve a building
whose historic importance stretches beyond Scotch
Plains. And such a partnership, if successful, could
serve as a great example to other communities
seeking to preserve their own historic landmarks.

Phased Out in 2004, Unaffiliated
Doesn’t Mean Independent Voter

It’s Time We Take Back Our Lives
And Send Gov. TSA Bullies Home

Hopefully With New Manager On
Board, SP Will Be Fiscally Prudent

Rep. Lance Voted to
Cut Food Stamps

I would like every voter in the 7th
Congressional District to know that
our representative, Leonard Lance,
joined with the most conservative
sector of the Republican Party in vot-
ing to cut spending on food stamps
for four million needy Americans.
Even more appalling was Represen-
tative Lance’s vote against HR 3102,
which would have provided emer-
gency food stamps to veterans, preg-
nant women, senior citizens, disabled
citizens, and minor children in the
event of a government shutdown in
October.

I cannot believe that this hard-
hearted, mean-spirited disregard for
the neediest among us represents the
majority of citizens in our district. I
am sickened by this. Luckily, I don’t
need food stamps, but I recognize
that so many less fortunate than I do,
and I am happy to help them with my
tax dollars. I have expressed my dis-
gust to Representative Lance, and I
urge other like-minded constituents
to do the same. We are better than
this.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

I was taken aback by Westfield 4th
Ward candidate Jack Walsh’s letter
on September 19th. He mentioned,
“independent voters” and “registered
as Independents.” I realized that Mr.
Walsh has been out of office for
awhile. Yet, somebody should have
told him that the classification of
Independent was phased out in 2004.
Part of the reason was that there was
a small number of Independent vot-
ers and less understood the differ-
ence with Unaffiliated.

Voters are registered with a party
(two majors and a host of minor ones)
or Unaffiliated. Furthermore, just

because a person lists themselves as
Unaffiliated, it is no guarantee of a
independent mind or a non-partisan
bent. For those of us involved in
electoral mechanics, Unaffiliated
voters in a partisan household gener-
ally vote with the family. For the 20
percent of those in a truly Unaffili-
ated voter household, their record of
voting in four out of five elections is
miniscule. It would be safe to say that
the Unaffiliated voter is a nebulous
area that ranges from those seeking
privacy to those displaying apathy.

Roger Stryeski, Chairman
Roselle Republican Committee

Every time I fly, I’m reminded that
the terrorists actually won. I’m sit-
ting in Newark Airport just having
run the gauntlet that is the TSA. It’s
bad enough that we need to go through
such extensive security, but why does
it have to be demoralizing? I get the
metal detector. I get the baggage scan-
ner. But why do I need to take off my
shoes, remove my belt and damn
near need to strip down to my skivvies
to pass through security? I suspect
that alien abductions are less intru-
sive.

And the price for refusing to re-
move my shoes or belt? I get to go to
second base with a (unionized!) gov-
ernment employee whose previous
success in life probably included
shoving the little guy into the locker.
And even when I do comply with the

mandatory strip tease, I still get sub-
jected to some sort of pat down be-
cause the full body scanner missed a
part of my body!

How long are we going to stand by
and watch our personal freedoms
decline? Have we become such sheep
that we idly let the government levia-
than continue to chip away at our
humanity? If it’s not demoralizing
security measures at the airport, it’s
NSA wiretaps on citizens, monitor-
ing the amount of salt we eat and
where we can smoke a cigar. Indeed,
Big Brother is watching.

It’s time We The People take back
our lives and send the government
bullies home.

Michael Ellison
Westfield

Much has been made over the last
couple of years about the Scotch
Plains sewer utility and whether, once
having been set up, it ought to be
abolished and the sewers moved back
into the municipal budget like they
used to be. This is such an issue that
the Democrats in the last Scotch Plains
town election made getting rid of the
sewer utility a major campaign prom-
ise.

In 2009, Scotch Plains’ sewer costs
went up quite a bit and the town had
a choice. It could have raised taxes by
as much as possible under state law
and, since that would not have been
enough to cover the higher rates, the
town could have also cut other town
programs, including done a number
of layoffs. The other choice was to set
up a sewer utility which would pay
the town sewer bill and get the money
to do so by sending separate bills to
residents (with no state limit on in-
creases). The town budget would no
longer cover the sewer costs.

The town council chose to set up
the new sewer utility. So the town did
not have to do any layoffs or signifi-
cantly cut other spending.

Unfortunately, we are now paying
both real estate taxes and the sewer
utility bills. There are some good
things about using a sewer utility (all
property owners now pay for the sew-
ers and their bills are based on their
water usage, not on the value of their
property), and there are some bad
things about the sewer utility (sewer
rate increases are no longer limited
by state law and people who itemize
deductions on their taxes can no
longer include in their deductions
amounts they pay for sewers).

Last year, the Democrats ran for
Town Council on a promise to get rid
of the sewer utility. Recently though,
the town received a report from a
sewer consultant which showed that
the only way to do that would be to
raise taxes by much more than would
be allowed without having a public
referendum. At the Town Council
meeting last month, the consultant
said he determined this with some

simple math and by making a phone
call to Trenton to find out how the
state municipal budget law treats tax
increases caused by discontinuing
sewer utilities.

The consultant’s report also found
that the sewer utility will soon be
facing a cash shortfall. The report
recommended that the base residen-
tial rate increase by $25 a year in
2014 and that excess usage rates
double. Part of the reason for this,
according to the report, is that the
Town Council took cash out of the
sewer utility reserves each of the past
two years. The utility is now at the
point where the reserves have to be
made up by raising the sewer rates.

The whole topic of the sewer util-
ity has gotten our town politicians a
bit confused, which is disappointing.
A phone call to Trenton would have
revealed that bringing the sewer util-
ity back into the town budget was
pretty much a non-starter. Despite
that, the Democrats made doing so
one of their campaign promises. In
addition, the Town Council over the
past two years (in fairness, when it
was controlled alternately by the
Republicans and the Democrats) took
money out of the sewer utility’s re-
serves, which we now know has
caused a shortfall which has to be
made up starting in 2014 by a rate
increase. It ought to have been obvi-
ous that taking sewer utility reserves
and using them for town operating
expenses was a risky proposition.
Maybe this happened because the
town did not have consistent town
management guiding the town, or
maybe it was because the Town Coun-
cil couldn’t resist the easy choice of
using reserves instead of making dif-
ficult decisions about expenses and
taxes. Hopefully with a new town
manager on board (and maybe a
change in the makeup of the Council
itself), we will start to have less po-
litical and more prudent fiscal man-
agement in Scotch Plains.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Help Me Help You to Roll Back
And Cut Union County Taxes

Several months ago the Union
County Republican Committee ap-
proached me to run for the Board of
Chosen Freeholders in Union County.
My response was the same question
most voters ask me; “What is a Free-
holder and what do they do?” My
youngest daughter is still confused
because she tells everyone I am run-
ning for “Freeloader” instead of Free-
holder. I can assure you if elected I
will not be a “Freeloader!”

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
is the county legislature and Free-
holders perform both legislative and
executive functions for the operation
of the county. Importantly, the Free-
holders create a budget and oversee
spending for the county’s economic
development, parks and recreation,
public works and policy and the
county’s Open Space Trust Fund.

The most sensitive touch point for
Union County residents is our prop-
erty taxes and how our taxes are be-
ing spent. A study by Forbes.com

determined Union County is on a
short list of counties that share the
title of having the highest property
taxes in the USA! Some towns in
Union County pay more than 20 per-
cent of their property taxes to the
county.

I have never been hung up on po-
litical party affiliation, however the
Union County Board of Freeholders
have been managed by a “one party,
one rule” reign since 1997; 15 years
of increased taxes, borrowing and
spending, without an eye towards
fiscal responsibility.

I would like to change the present
board and install check and balances
for accountability. Please support my
candidacy. I will fight to roll back and
cut county taxes and empower the 21
towns in our county to manage our
property taxes for our schools and
local services, ensuring that our chil-
dren are better educated and safe.

Thank you in advance for your
potential consideration, campaign
support and vote on Tuesday, No-
vember 5th.

Mark Martini
Freeholder Candidate

Westfield

Be Honest Jack, Where
Is The Diversity?

My wife and I are former residents
of Westfield. Having lived there and
raised our family for 31 years. I was
surprised to read Jack Walsh’s com-
ments about “It is time to diversify”...
with regard to the Westfield Town
Council.

Someone running for council
should know more about diversity.
Mr. Walsh should look at the amount
of time the Democrats have controlled
the N.J. Assembly and the State Sen-
ate, not to mention the number of
Democrats on the State Supreme
Court. I wonder if he knows the make-
up of the Union County Freeholder
Board and the complete control in all
[the] important areas of the state.

Mr. Walsh, “Where is the diver-
sity?”

If he is being honest with his be-
liefs, I expect to him vote Republican
for the offices shown above. Jack,
wake up.

Frank X. Quinn
Lavallette

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hortative – To urge strongly or

encourage
2. Livor – Envy
3. Pococurante – Indifferent or apa-

thetic
4. Espiscation – Act of getting to the

truth of any matter by strict inquiry

THRASONICAL
1. Boastful or bragging
2. Twisted; distorted
3. Pertaining to slavery or bondage
4. Having 24 sides or parts

CASTANEA
1. A deposit of pebbles, gravel and

sand in which diamonds are found
2. A genus of the common chestnut

tree
3. Any of several yellow melons
4. A knob behind the base ring or

breech of some muzzle-loading cannons
EXCORTICATION

1. A vindication or justification
2. A well-executed plan or scheme
3. Seizing and detaining
4. Stripping off bark

TOURBILLION
1. A brightly glowing torch
2. A pad tied around the waist by

women to give the hips a graceful curve
3. A whirlwind; a firework that rises

with a spiral motion
4. The rumble seat of a car

Charity Starts
At Home

The Westfield Rescue Squad recently sent out
letters to residents seeking donations to fund their
operations. To date, the squad has received only 50
percent of the funds needed. We ask you to recon-
sider their request for help. See their letter on page
19.

These volunteer organizations provide invaluable
services to our townspeople in the region. The
funding difficulties may be the same in Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, Cranford, Mountainside or Garwood.
Don’t let them down. Don’t put yourselves in a bind.

Charity starts at home.

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad, Inc.
Emergency Medical Services

335 Watterson Street, P.O. Box 356
Westfield, NJ 07091

(908) 233-2500

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

OUR ELECTION
EDITION ON

OCTOBER 31 WILL BE
MAILED TO

100,000 PEOPLE.

More letters on pages 5, 19


