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Freeholders Seek RFPs on
Runnells; Hike Kemper Fee

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Union County is ex-
pected to go out for requests for pro-
posals (RFP) this week to test options
that include the sale or lease of
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights, according to
County Counsel Robert Barry.

A report by Complete Healthcare
Resource (CHR) estimated that leas-
ing Runnells to a nursing home op-
erator would result in annual pay-
ments to the county of between $1.4
and $2.1 million while an outright
sale of the property, located at 40
Watchung Way, could bring between
$22.4 and $25.8 million.

The freeholders went into executive
session at the end of their September 19
meeting with representatives of the
Union County Improvement Authority
to review “the terms and conditions” for
the RFP, as stated by Mr. Barry.

In other business, the board intro-
duced an ordinance on first reading
to reaffirm the New Jersey Meadow-
lands Commission Landfill in
Kearney as the county’s designation
for bulky waste, construction and
demolition waste, vegetative waste,
and dry industrial waste. The UCUA
contracted with the commission in
2012 after its previous vendor,
TransLoad America of Newark, sud-
denly went out of business.

Union County Utilities Authority
Executive Director Dan Sullivan said
the UCUA reappointed the Meadow-
lands landfill for three years after it
was the lowest bid following an RFP
process. He said their rate is $10 per
ton lower than any of the other bids
received. According the UCUA
website, the tipping fee to dump at
the landfill is $84.12 per ton.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to award a $682,546 contract to
Rich Picerno, LLC, of Kenilworth
for renovation work at a restroom
facility and reconstruction of the
waterpark at Warinanco Park. Ron
Zuber, director or the Department
Parks and Community Renewal, said
the restroom has been closed for two
years as it is “damaged beyond re-
pair.” In addition, concrete pavers
will be spread throughout the area
with soft infill added along with new
swings in the playground area.

The board also approved an amend-
ment to the county’s agreement with
KemperSports Management of Illi-
nois, which manages the county’s
two golf courses, Galloping Hill in
Kenilworth and Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains. Per additional services
Kemper is handling with the opera-
tion of the new banquet facility at
Galloping Hill, Kemper’s monthly
fee is being increased from $10,900
to $13,000 through the end of this
year and to $13,400 per month from
January 1 to July 31, 2014.

Pat Moschetti of New Providence
said the $400 monthly increase in
2014 amounts to a 3 percent increase
or $2,800 which, he said, could be
spent on a community activity.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion authorizing a $95,161 incentive
fee to Kemper per the agreement
with the county. Armando Sanchez,
director of golf operations for the
county, said the incentive kicks in
after Kemper has generated $3.1 mil-
lion in gross revenue. He said a total
of $4.5 million was brought in at the
golf courses so the revenue that ex-
ceeded the incentive clause was $1.4
million.

The freeholders also supported
PSE&G’s Energy Strong program
which proposes a $3.9-billion invest-
ment to enhance the utility’s electri-
cal and gas system statewide over a
10-year period to better protect its
infrastructure from the increasing
number of hurricanes hitting in New

Jersey.
“We do not support a rate increase

for this particular capital improve-
ment,” Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Chris Hudak said. He noted that a
number of charges on PSE&G cus-
tomer bills will be expiring over the
next few years making the project
“cost neutral.”

“We hope they will honor their
commitment to keep the rates flat,”
he added.

During the public comment seg-
ment of the meeting, Jim Buettner of
Cranford asked if any of the free-
holders would be returning campaign
contributions they received from
Birdsall Engineering, a firm that went
bankrupt following criminal charges
of illegal campaign contributions it
made by skirting the state’s pay-to-
play law.

Birdsall, which was sold to a Cali-
fornia firm, had an office in
Cranford and had numerous con-
tracts with the county although
county officials have said none of
the Birdsall’s work in Union County
was involved in the charges brought
against the firm.

Per his continued questions regard-
ing broadcasting of freeholder agenda
meetings on cable TV outlets, Free-
holder Chairwoman Linda Carter said
the county has contacted all munici-
palities in the county that broadcast
regular freeholder meetings and some
have expressed an interest in receiv-
ing the broadcasts.

“We are formulating a plan to do
something with our meetings and as
soon as I have more I’ll tell you. But
it will be soon,” Freeholder Carter
said.

In freeholder comments, Free-
holder Hudak noted that the Union
County Mutual Aid System coor-
dinated the efforts of nearly 30
firefighters from Elizabeth,
Kenilworth, Linden, Roselle, and
Union to bring the Neptune Fire
Suppression System to the fire
scene on September 12 in Seaside
Heights.

He said the Neptune Pumper is
stationed in Union County and was
purchased by the county with federal
Homeland Security funds. The sys-
tem was used to draw water from
Barnegat Bay to help put out the fire.
Mr. Hudak said the system provided
“thousands of gallons of water per
minute to pour on the blaze that de-
stroyed four blocks of newly recon-
structed boardwalk in Seaside
Heights.”

KICKBALL FUN... Councilman Keith Loughlin hosted “Keith's Kickball Game
- 3rd Time's The Charm!” on Saturday. After a hard-fought battle, the game
ended in a tie. Pictured are the members of Team Westfield and Team World.

Police Academy Seeking
Alternate-Route Recruits

MEETING WITH VOTERS...Councilman Dave Haas, Democratic candidate
for Westfield mayor, recently met with voters at the home of Marcus and
Rosemary Millet. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr. Millet, Councilman Haas,
Mrs. Millet, holding her 5-year-old dog Moe, and Lenore Scurry.

County GOP Women to
Host Second of Info. Series

CRANFORD — On Wednesday,
October 2, the Union County Republi-
can Women will be hosting the second
event of their free Information Series.
Taking place at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center at 7:30 p.m., the evening’s
program will feature two speakers, Ja-
son Stverak and James O’Keefe III.

Jason Stverak is the president of
Franklin Center for Government and
Public Integrity. An expert in non-
profit journalism, he is an advocate
for fiscal responsibility and govern-
ment transparency. His work has been
published in Forbes and The Wash-
ington Times among others and he
has been a frequent guest on Fox
News to discuss regional and na-
tional issues. Mr. Stverak received
his Bachelor’s of Arts degree in For-
eign Service from Baylor University
and is a member of the Association of
Investigative Reporters and Editors.

Mr. O’Keefe is the founder and
president of Project Veritas, a non-
profit organization dedicated to de-
veloping a national network of effec-
tive and courageous undercover citi-
zen journalists. His investigations have
exposed corruption and malfeasance
in major taxpayer-funded institutions,
including but not limited to, ACORN,
Planned Parenthood, public educa-
tion, labor unions and many others.
Author of The New York Times
bestseller “Breakthrough: Our Gue-
rilla War to Expose Fraud and Save
Democracy,” Mr. O’Keefe is a gradu-
ate of Rutgers University, and the re-
cipient of the Robert Novak Award for
Journalistic Excellence (2011).

Subjects to be covered will be media
bias and voter fraud. The event is open
to the general public and admission is
free. The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

CAMPAIGNING IN THIRD WARD...Westfield  Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
third from left, and Town Council candidate David Oliveira, second from left,
attend a Third Ward campaign event hosted by Vince and Sally Wilt.

Two Newark Men Get 100
Yrs. for Attempted Robbery

SCOTCH PLAINS — Individuals
interested in becoming a New Jersey
law-enforcement officer will have the
opportunity to apply via the state’s
Alternate Route program at the John H.
Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains, with applications to be accepted
through Wednesday, November 13.

The Alternate Route program al-
lows qualified candidates to partici-
pate in the New Jersey Police Train-
ing Commission’s Basic Course for
Police Officers without first being
appointed to a municipal or county
police agency. The benefit is the same
for both the Alternate Route recruit
and the hiring agency: Upon gradua-
tion, the recruit is pre-trained and
ready to work.

 The written examination for Al-
ternate Route candidates will be ad-
ministered at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains on
Saturday, November 16. Registration
to take the examination is required.

Registration materials are available
only at the academy. Each registrant
must pick up and hand-deliver the
examination registration form to the
main office at the academy, located at
1776 Raritan Road on the Union
County Vo-Tech campus. Photo iden-
tification is required to submit the
form, which also requires a non-re-
fundable $75 examination fee, pay-
able only by check or money order
made payable to the Union County
Police Chiefs Association.

 Each registrant also must present

photo identification on the day of the
examination. Upon submission of the
registration form to the academy, each
registrant will be given additional
instructions regarding the Alternate
Route program and processes.

 The state sets forth that an Alter-
nate Route candidate must be a citizen
of the United States; that he or she
must be able to read, write and speak
the English language well and intelli-
gently; that he or she must be of good
moral character and never previously
convicted of any criminal offense in-
volving moral turpitude; and that he
or she be in good health, sufficient to
satisfy the board of trustees of the
Police and Firemen’s Retirement Sys-
tem of New Jersey as to eligibility for
membership in the retirement system.

 Candidates also must have a mini-
mum of 60 earned academic credits
from an accredited college or univer-
sity. Qualified veterans (as defined
by the New Jersey Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs) who
have not earned 60 credits can substi-
tute two years of full-time, active-
duty military service or a combina-
tion of college credits and full-time,
active-duty military service to satisfy
the education requirement.

 The written examination is the first
step of the process. Registrants who
score highest on the examination will
be considered for a handful of open-
ings as part of Class No. 111, which
will attend the academy from 5:30
a.m. through 3:30 p.m., July through
December 2014, or Class No. 112,
which will run from January through
June 2015.

 Tuition for an Alternate Route re-
cruit is $1,890. Additionally, each
Alternate Route recruit is respon-
sible for approximately $2,500 in
additional purchases, including uni-
forms, equipment, supplies, ammu-
nition, and a medical examination
and psychological testing. Each can-
didate also has to undergo drug test-
ing and physical ability testing.

 Participating in the Alternate
Route application process does not
guarantee selection as an Alternate
Route recruit, and successful
completion of the Basic Training
Program for Police Officers by a
candidate who has been selected to
participate as an Alternate Route
recruit does not guarantee employ-
ment. Upon graduation, a candidate
has three years to find full-time
employment, at which time the cer-
tification expires.

Detailed information about the pro-
gram and the necessary paperwork
can be accessed online at
www.ucnj.org/policeacademy.

This program is offered by the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
and the Union County Police
Chiefs Association, and is man-
aged in accordance to the guide-
lines set forth by the New Jersey
Police Training Commission. The
Alternate Route program was re-
sumed for 2013 after a two-year
hiatus by the state.

COUNTY — Two Newark men
have been sentenced to a combined
100 years in state prison for an at-
tempted robbery of an off-duty police
officer and a subsequent carjacking,
acting Union County Prosecutor Grace
H. Park announced Monday.

Kenneth Green, 40, and Louis
Adams, 42, each received a sentence of
50 years from state Superior Court
Judge Stuart Peim. In June, a Union
County jury convicted the pair of mul-
tiple counts of armed robbery,
carjacking, burglary and numerous gun
offenses after two days of deliberation.

Green and Adams were armed with
a loaded handgun when they ap-
proached an off-duty Newark police
officer and his girlfriend at the Swan
Motel on Route 1 in Linden on May
18, 2009, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutors Joshua
McMahon and Jill O’Malley, who
prosecuted the case. Green pointed
the gun at the officer’s back and both
men ordered the couple into a room,
where the officer drew his service

weapon and fired at them before es-
caping, Ms. McMahon said.

Adams then fled the area while Green
carjacked another couple, according to
the investigation. The men reunited at
Green’s home before traveling to a
hospital in Wayne for treatment of inju-
ries, providing hospital staff with fake
names and a false story about them
having been robbed and shot in Pater-
son, Ms. McMahon said. A subsequent
investigation connected the two men,
who had nearly 50 prior felony convic-
tions, to the Linden shooting.

More Gov. News on Pages 19-20

Bramnick Comments
On August Jobs Report

TRENTON — Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)
issued the following statement on jobs
data that reflects the unemployment
rate decreased to 8.5 percent in August.

“It is encouraging that our unem-
ployment rate continues to steadily
improve. Over the last three years,
Governor Christie’s sound fiscal poli-
cies have created over 142,000 pri-
vate-sector jobs, reversing the nega-
tive trend of the previous eight years
when we lost nearly 190,000 jobs. I
am confident that the bipartisan Eco-
nomic Opportunity Act legislation...
will continue to help grow our
economy and create jobs.”


