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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photos courtesy of Deirdre M. Gelinne
GIVING CAMPAIGN...Trustees of the Westfield United Fund (WUF) and representatives from some of its member agencies gather at the Westfield Train Station bright and early in the morning on September 19 to greet commuters and spread
the word about the great work the WUF makes possible in the community through its member agencies. The Westfield United Fund is kicking off its annual giving campaign this month, promoting its new slogan, “Together We Make a Difference.”
For more information, or to make a donation, visit westfieldunitedfund.org. Pictured, left to right, are: WUF Trustees Jon Walker and Kate Fleschler; WUF Trustees Marcee Rogers and John Schmidt with Girl Scout representative Nina Ruiz; Trish
Felix, representative from the ARC of Union County, WUF Board President Charles Weidman,  and Deborah Dreher, representative from the ARC of Union County; WUF Trustee Frank Isoldi; Carol Pedro, executive director of Youth and Family
Counseling Services and Mr. Weidman.
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QUITE THE CATCH...Michael and Don Noerr display the day’s catch of
halibut, black cod, and salmon while on a recent fishing trip to Whalers Cove
Lodge in Angoon, Alaska. When Don asked Michael why he was taking along The
Westfield Leader, he stated, “Just for the halibut.”

LaSALLE CLUB...The Westfield Leader made headlines at the Benefit Car Show
in Clark at Oak Ridge Park on September 22. Pictured, left to right , are:  Chuck
LePovidiven, Lorraine Lonegan and United States Senate Republican candidate
Steve Lonegan and John Quattrocchi, Garwood GOP Chairman.

Courtesy of Donna Pace
STAR POWER...Lexie Pace of Westfield brought The Westfield Leader to Los
Angeles and the Hollywood sign.

media dialogue about how the com-
mon core alignment “will be the death
of education in America and dumbing
down of students.”

“I see us continuing to grow with
how we expand and adapt and adjust
to today’s learners,” Mr. Whitehouse
said.

“I don’t see us dumbing down any
of our content,” Mr. Whitehouse said.

Ms. Mast responded by saying, “It
[common core] provides a lot of criti-
cal thinking at all levels. And our
curriculum has always been that,” she
said.

Superintendent Margaret Hayes said
she “particularly appreciated the ef-
forts that you are making in the areas
to reach out to parents.”

Board member Douglas Layne
asked about the pre-algebra and alge-
bra courses in the seventh and eighth
grade.

Mr. Veninger said this year they
have lengthened the units in statistics
and algebra so students have “more
time on task,” he said.

The board also approved an out of
district placement that occurred in the
summer.

The board approved programs of
studies for elementary, fifth, grade,
and middle schools, as well as twelfth
grade courses: Debate and Discus-
sion, The College Portfolio, Explor-

ing Themes through Literature and
Film, and the Nature of Evil.

The board also approved the re-
quest submitted by the Music Boost-
ers to waive fees for custodial and
maintenance services at the Marching
Band Competition on September 21.
Fees would have been about $3,000
the board said.

The board approved the yearly con-
tract with Search Consulting, which
provides treatment to children with
autism, that totals $75,750.

The board also approved its person-
nel agenda, including the hiring of
staff for the year.

Candidate for board of education
Evan Murray introduced himself to
the board.

McGinn Elementary School was
awarded “Overall Winning Garden”
for the school garden of the year award.
McGinn Elementary School Principal
Sasha Slocum said, “This was just
icing on the cake. It was awesome.”

McGinn’s students, staff and fami-
lies created a fruit and vegetable gar-
den in the school’s courtyard. They
donate the produce to the Food Pantry
at the Plainfield Area YMCA. In addi-
tion, “each grade level has developed
focused lessons on an aspect of their
garden that enhances their science and
social studies units,” according to the
school’s website.
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about fall-season decorations for the
downtown, noting that Cranford spon-
sors a scarecrow-decorating contest.
That led to the discussion about win-
dow-decorating, and when Mayor
Kevin Glover, a member of the SPMC
board, said he wanted to find out why
the program had been discontinued,
several members said new sign ordi-
nance restrictions were to blame.

Besides presenting a safety issue,
where store owners could not see out-
side their windows, the decorated win-
dows sometimes included a sales pitch
for the business, thus making the painted
window a sign in the eyes of local
ordinances and, thus, subject to certain
size restrictions. Board member Tho-
mas Russo also recalled instances where
students painted some windows with a
good deal of black paint, which then
absorbed too much heat from sunlight
beating down, leading some of the
large plate-glass windows to crack.

The township’s annual Scotch Plains
Day is set for Sunday, October 6, and
Mr. Verdic asked Mrs. Gialanella, the
township council’s liaison to the town-
ship recreation commission — the main
sponsor of the event — why the SPMC
was not asked to play a significant role.
After promising to ask the commission
about SPMC’s involvement, the deputy
mayor said her observation in general
regarding downtown improvement ef-
forts is that there are “a lot of groups
working very, very hard without any
connection to each other.”

The board seemed skeptical about a
proposal from a New Brunswick firm
to serve as grant writer and to identify
appropriate grants available. Mr. Verdic
said the proposed retainer fee of $1,500
was unaffordable, given SPMC’s
$58,000 budget. Mr. Russo, who serves
as SPMC’s treasurer, noted that the
2013 SPMC budget had called for
spending about $6,700 on a grant writer,
although Mrs. Gialanella pointed out
that a majority of the township council
had committed during the summer to
match up to $9,000 in grant-writing
funding for SPMC.

SPMC’s annual audit must be com-
pleted by mid-November — after sev-
eral extensions were requested — and
Mr. Verdic said finding an auditing firm
is proving to be expensive. The firm
that performed the 2013 audit at a cost
of $2,200 is charging $5,000 this year,
he said, while the township’s auditing
firm is charging $10,000. A third firm
has told SPMC that it would charge
$3,500 to $4,500 for an audit, leaving
the board with two options: ask the firm
who completed last year’s audit to per-
form this year’s but at a reduced rate or
make additional efforts to find another
firm, as board member Mike Brennan
suggested.
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for Wednesdays, October 9 and Oc-
tober 16. If the mediation process is
unsuccessful, then the case will move
on to arbitration. Arbitrators are cur-
rently being selected for the panel.

Litigation being brought for
Superstorm Sandy damages by the
Baymen’s Protective Association
(BPA) appears to be falling by the
wayside. Attempts by the authority’s
attorneys to contact the BPA’s attor-
neys have not been returned.

Anthony Gencarelli provided an
update to  The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on the process to get permits to
allow operation of the co-generation
facility. The catalyst blocks have now
been installed and a test protocol has
been submitted for approval by the

DEP. A request to allow use prior to
air testing has also been submitted.
Mr. Gencarelli guessed that the pro-
cess of getting approvals will require
about six months more.

A contract was formally agreed to
by the board for purchasing of natu-
ral gas from Constellation Energy
Corporation of Houston, Tex. at a
cost of $0.5090 per them for a two-
year period. This price covers all
purchases by the authority for the
plant excepting any purchases for the
co-generation plant. A second was
entered into for the co-gen plant which
will be at the market rate plus an
“adder” of $0.083 per therm with
Hess Corporation of Woodbridge and
also covers a period of two years.
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Courtesy of William Gander
ALOHA...Carol, Kerry and Bill Gander enjoy reading hometown news in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while at the Hale Koa Hotel in Waikiki, Hawaii
September 17.

tainside Borough Council. The public
is invited to attend.

In other news, the board recognized
several students for achievements in
the creative arts.

Four students from Beechwood
School were awarded certificates for
their winning submissions in the Ameri-
can Automobile Association (AAA)
Traffic Safety Poster Program contest.
Ty Flannery, Meghan Herrighty, Darcey
Monaghan and Ian Roland each sub-
mitted posters that will be featured in
the AAA Traffic Safety 2013-2014
School Year Calendar for AAA’s Mid-
Atlantic Region.

Five students from Deerfield School
were awarded certificates for their win-
ning submissions in the New Jersey
Center for the Book Letters about Lit-
erature contest. Madelyn Cocchia,
Joshua Glenn, Nate Roman, Leah
Slepoi and Erin Splaine were awarded
for submitting letters to their favorite
authors who “changed [their] view of
the world.”

The next BOE regular public meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, October
22 at 7:30 p.m. at the Beechwood School
Media Center.
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Paul Lachenauer for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwoood Times
FESTIFALL...A fun time was had by all in Westfield on Sunday during the
annual Festifall hosted by the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

take part in the annual Fannywood Day
this Sunday, September 29, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m., at Martine and South
Avenues.

On October 17, at 8 p.m., the Com-
mission is hosting a public information
meeting at the Forest Road Park recre-
ation building on the proposed new
skate board park. The funding,
$124,000, is already in place, Mr.
Budansky said. Councilman Kevin
Boris suggested that local businesses
would be glad for skate borders to have
a safe place to skate and congregate,
rather than in their parking lots.

Willie Green, Commission treasurer,
said he is ready to resign from the post
at the end of this year. Commissoner
Mike Kelly volunteered to take the
position.

The commission discussed the plans
for the Halloween Parade, which will
take place on Thursday, October 31.The
participants will begin to line up at 5:30
to 6 p.m., at the Fanwood Memorial
Library, at Forest Road and North Av-
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enue. The parade will commence at
6:15 p.m. and march on Martine Av-
enue to LaGrande Park where cider
and donuts will be distributed and cos-
tume contests will take place.

Amy Boroff, the owner of Be
Craftful, 250 South Avenue, Suite 101,
volunteered to provide craft projects
for children at the park. She also vol-
unteered to decorate business win-
dows along the parade route with the
help of local students. All parade re-
lated activities are free.

“Hundreds of children are expected
to participate in the celebration,” Com-
missioner Bruce Zakarin said.

Mr. Budansky said the Senior Ten-
nis program has started at the Hilltop
Tennis Club. “The $15 registration fee
will be donated back to the club for
hosting and teaching the lessons,” he
said.

The next meeting of the Recreation
Commission will take place on Tues-
day, October 22, at 7:45 p.m. at the
LaGrande Park building meeting room.


