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At Coldwell Banker, There Are No Sales Positions...Just Exceptional Real Estate Careers

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REVIEWING ISSUES...Scotch Plains Councilman Lou Beckerman (D), left,
discusses his campaign with Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times editor Paul J. Peyton.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VENDOR FAIR...The Emmanual Cancer Foundation Vendor Fair was held at
the Fanwood Train Station on Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: organization
volunteers Paige Crandall, Devon Kiernan and Steven Digiuseppe join  Emmanual
Cancer Foundation Central Regional Director Barbara Kopel.  The 30-year-old
organization provides free, in home support for New Jersey’s pediatric cancer
patients and their families. For more information visit www.emmanuelcancer.org.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPF PRIDE...McGinn Elementary School was awarded “Overall Winning Gar-
den” for its school garden. McGinn Elementary School Principal Sasha Slocum
above, stated, “This was just icing on the cake. It was awesome.”

GENEROUS DONATION...Chelsea Senior Living presented the Fanwood Rescue Squad with a $1,500 donation Septem-
ber 24, following the annual Chelsea Golf Outing benefitting volunteer rescue squads. Pictured, left to right, are: Chelsea
at Fanwood Executive Director Jennifer Ricci, Fanwood Rescue Squad EMT Joan Lozowski and Captain Tom Kranz (also
a Chelsea employee) and Chelsea Community Relations Director Linda Caminiti. The check was presented at the Fiddler's
Elbow Golf Club in Bedminister, N.J.

SP Management Corp. Agrees
To Buy Holiday Decorations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — More than 50
new holiday decorations will be pur-
chased for display in the downtown
Scotch Plains area during the upcom-
ing November-December holiday sea-
son.

At its meeting last Wednesday, the
Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC) board of directors made an
informal decision to purchase as many
as 55 snowflake-shaped decorations
— three- and four-feet high — that will
be affixed to utility poles, primarily
along Park Avenue and East Second

Street with some possible on Front
Street. The board will spend about
$23,000 to buy the decorations and
additional pole brackets.

Because there was not a quorum of
board members present at last week’s
meeting, no official action was able to
be taken, although those board mem-
bers present were able to informally

review the agenda.
There was discussion about possibly

reviving the annual window-decorat-
ing contest in the business district, which
Board Chairman Dominick Verdic said
had been a “phenomenal program.”
Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella at-
tended last week’s meeting and asked

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Hears Curriculum Update

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – During last
Thursday’s board of education meet-
ing, Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum, Instruction and Tech-
nology Joan Mast headed a presenta-
tion on curriculum updates that was a
result of meetings held throughout
the summer with district teachers to
collaborate and clarify the curricu-
lum.

John Veninger, math supervisor,
Kate Rosander, elementary supervi-
sor, Linda Materna, world language
supervisor, Jocelyn Dumaresq, lan-
guage arts supervisor, and Noelle

Baxter, social studies supervisor, pre-
sented a brief overview on their cur-
riculum work completed this sum-
mer with teachers.

Ms. Baxter worked with teachers
from second, sixth, seventh, eighth
and eleventh grades. She said one of
the questions they discussed was,
“How do you get what you need?
Access and distribution to resources
both in historical context…and to-
day. That is one example of the kind
of questions we talked about,” Ms.
Baxter said.

Mr. Veninger said last year they
updated the elementary math cur-

riculum to be in line with everyday
math. This summer they revised the
pacing guides in accordance with
everyday math, and also created a
mastery scope and sequence, which
illustrates secure skills that must be
mastered by students, he said.

In the middle and high school lev-
els they adjusted sequencing guides
to be in line with common core stan-
dards. They also put in place a system
to assess student growth more than
one time per year.

Ms. Materna said this summer was
focused on the recent shift in AP
World Language exams and courses.
“For the first time all of our world
language courses and exams are fo-
cused on six overarching themes:
science and technology, global chal-
lenges, contemporary life, beauty and
aesthetics, families and communi-
ties, and personal and public identi-
ties,” Ms. Materna said.

They also created a syllabus to be
in line with changes to the AP Span-
ish exam.

They also developed a parent out-
reach program for ESL (English as a
Second Language), with the ultimate
goal that the parent will become more
involved with the school community.
One of those programs is to encour-
age parents to bond with their child
through reading.

Ms. Dumaresq said literature
changed from a chronological ap-
proach to a thematic approach. They
also paired classic texts with modern
texts — “So students can see the
literary connections through the
ages,” she said.

Ms. Rosander achieved two goals.
They developed “type to learn key-
board initiative,” a web based pro-
gram to teach proper keyboard tech-
niques, she said. The second initia-
tive was integrating a kindergarten
curriculum. They integrated reading,
writing, science, and social studies.

Jeanine Cleary, board member and
curriculum committee member,
thanked the supervisors and said, “I
really love to see there is so much
cohesiveness.”

Trip Whitehouse addressed the
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RVSA Receives Updates on
Several Litigation Cases

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The board of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
met last Thursday. Updates were pro-
vided on all of the legal battles which
are progressing slowly. In addition,
work being done to gain air permit-
ting for the authority’s co-generation
facility is moving forward, but ap-
provals are still several months away.

A group of public entities have
petitioned for certification by the New
Jersey Supreme Court related to the
NJDEP (New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection) v. Occi-
dental Chemical Corporation. The
certification is desired to negate a
procedural dismissal of an appeal to
challenge the validity of NJDEP’s
sewage exemption regulation under
the New Jersey Spill Act. The other
parties in the process are: the Linden
Roselle Sewerage Authority; the Cit-
ies of Elizabeth, Jersey City, Linden
and Union City; Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey; Joint
Meeting of Essex and Union Coun-
ties; Jersey City Municipal Utilities
Authority and the Passaic Valley Sew-

erage commissioners.
In the suit, the NJDEP had charged

that Occidental and other defendants
discharged toxic chemicals from a
chemical manufacturing plant in
Newark which polluted the Passaic
River.

The state has arrived at settlement
agreements with both the third-party
defendants (essentially the group
listed above) and all of the original
defendants in the state except Occi-
dental Chemical. The third-party
settlement must wait until resolution
of the original defendants’ case.

The mediation process is continu-
ing in the co-generation litigation
against Paulus, Sokolowski and Sartor
(PS&S), Consolidated Construction
Management Services (CCMS), and
J.H. Reid regarding construction of
RVSA’s co-generation facility. RVSA
has been seeking to recover $36 mil-
lion from the companies. The co-gen
facility cost $23 million to build, way
over the original $10.4 million pro-
posal, as previously reported by this
paper.

Mediation sessions are scheduled
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Rec. Commission
Discusses Upcoming Events

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Recreation Com-
mission met on Tuesday evening at the
LaGrande Park meeting room to dis-
cuss fall programs and events.

The commissioners voted to join the
eastern division of the United States
Tennis Association for a nominal fee of
$35 a year. “The Association is helpful
to member communities with funding
for tennis-related projects,” Commis-
sioner Joanna Budries said .

The Fanwood 5k Race will take place

on Sunday, October 20 and the com-
mission is still seeking volunteers, Rec-
reation Chairman Bob Budansky said.
He also said the sponsorship total is
now $9,300.

Mr. Budansky said the commission
has applied for a Union County Kids
Recreation Grant application and ex-
pects to garner $36,000, a portion of
which may be used toward ice rink
improvement at LaGrande Park, he
said.

The Recreation Commission will
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS BOE Presents Financials
For $19.4 M School Projects

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
monthly meeting Tuesday evening, the
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) made a financial presentation
on the proposed major renovation
project for the Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools.

As reported previously by The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Times, the board will
present a referendum for the project to
be voted on by the public in either
December of this year or January of
next year.

The board recently submitted an
application to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education (DOE) for a Regu-
lar Operating District (ROD) Grant. If
approved, the DOE will cover 40 per-
cent of the cost or $7.7 million. Moun-
tainside taxpayers would pay for the
remaining of the cost which is $11.7
million.

According to the board, the owner of
a home assessed at $165,537, the aver-
age in the borough, would see an in-
crease of $290 in taxes per year over the
20-year loan period.

Bill Gottdenker, Mountainside resi-
dent and member of the school district’s
Citizens Advisory Committee, deliv-
ered the presentation regarding the ref-
erendum and financing. The commit-
tee was formed by the BOE’s strategic
planning sessions to have the public
involved.

Mr. Gottdenker highlighted the ben-
efits of beginning the project at this
time, “Forty percent of the total cost of
the referendum will be paid for from a
state grant. We want to emphasize this

is a one-time opportunity; that the funds
have already been bonded, appropri-
ated and released for payment and that
the state’s obligation is unconditional
once the approval for our plans have
been given by the state and the referen-
dum passes.”

Mr. Gottdenker said that the state
funds are a portion of what Mountain-
side taxpayers have already paid to the
state and can be viewed as a “partial
refund.”

Mr. Gottdenker continued, “By in-
stalling a high efficiency heating sys-
tem and high efficiency windows and
doors, we will save $57,000 a year on
energy [costs]…the new roofs on the
buildings come with a 20-year guaran-
tee so aside from normal annual main-
tenance, we won’t have to spend a lot
more money on roofs for the 20-year
life [of the guarantee]…the savings
that we will get by actually purchasing
the fiber-optic cable that links the
schools…for a one-time expenditure
of $120,000 versus the annual rental
cost of $42,000. In 2.8 years, that will
pay for itself and will begin to incur
another savings of an amazing $42,000
a year. Between the high efficiency
energy savings and the infrastructure
savings, it’s $100,000 a year in opera-
tional savings to the district.”

Mr. Gottdenker’s presentation will
be on the BOE’s website.

The board announced that a special
meeting with the Borough Council on
the referendum would be held on Tues-
day, October 1 at 8 p.m. at Borough
Hall. The board will make a presenta-
tion on the referendum to the Moun-
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