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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photos courtesy of Deirdre M. Gelinne
GIVING CAMPAIGN...Trustees of the Westfield United Fund (WUF) and representatives from some of its member agencies gather at the Westfield Train Station bright and early in the morning on September 19 to greet commuters and spread
the word about the great work the WUF makes possible in the community through its member agencies. The Westfield United Fund is kicking off its annual giving campaign this month, promoting its new slogan, “Together We Make a Difference.”
For more information, or to make a donation, visit westfieldunitedfund.org. Pictured, left to right, are: WUF Trustees Jon Walker and Kate Fleschler; WUF Trustees Marcee Rogers and John Schmidt with Girl Scout representative Nina Ruiz; Trish
Felix, representative from the ARC of Union County, WUF Board President Charles Weidman,  and Deborah Dreher, representative from the ARC of Union County; WUF Trustee Frank Isoldi; Carol Pedro, executive firector of Youth and Family
Counseling Services and Mr. Weidman.

LaSALLE CLUB...The Westfield Leader made headlines at the Benefit Car Show
in Clark at Oak Ridge Park on September 22. Pictured, left to right,  are:  Chuck
LePovidiven, Lorraine Lonegan and United States Senate Republican candidate
Steve Lonegan and John Quattrocchi, Garwood Republican chairman.

Courtesy of William Gander
ALOHA...Carol, Kerry and Bill Gander enjoy reading hometown news in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while at the Hale Koa Hotel in Waikiki, Hawaii
September 17.

Courtesy of Donna Pace
STAR POWER...Lexie Pace of Westfield brought The Westfield Leader to Los
Angeles and the Hollywood sign.

SPMC Agrees to Buy
Holiday Decorations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — More than 50
new holiday decorations will be pur-
chased for display in the downtown
Scotch Plains area during the upcom-
ing November-December holiday sea-
son.

At its meeting last Wednesday, the
Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC) board of directors made an
informal decision to purchase as many
as 55 snowflake-shaped decorations
— three- and four-feet high — that will
be affixed to utility poles, primarily
along Park Avenue and East Second
Street with some possible on Front
Street. The board will spend about
$23,000 to buy the decorations and
additional pole brackets.

Because there was not a quorum of
board members present at last week’s
meeting, no official action was able to
be taken, although those board mem-
bers present were able to informally
review the agenda.

There was discussion about possibly
reviving the annual window-decorat-
ing contest in the business district, which
Board Chairman Dominick Verdic said
had been a “phenomenal program.”
Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella at-
tended last week’s meeting and asked
about fall-season decorations for the
downtown, noting that Cranford spon-
sors a scarecrow-decorating contest.
That led to the discussion about win-
dow-decorating, and when Mayor
Kevin Glover, a member of the SPMC
board, said he wanted to find out why
the program had been discontinued,
several members said new sign ordi-
nance restrictions were to blame.

Besides presenting a safety issue,
where store owners could not see out-
side their windows, the decorated win-
dows sometimes included a sales pitch
for the business, thus making the
painted window a sign in the eyes of
local ordinances and, thus, subject to
certain size restrictions. Board mem-
ber Thomas Russo also recalled in-

stances where students painted some
windows with a good deal of black
paint, which then absorbed too much
heat from sunlight beating down, lead-
ing some of the large plate-glass win-
dows to crack.

The township’s annual Scotch Plains
Day is set for Sunday, October 6, and
Mr. Verdic asked Mrs. Gialanella, the
township council’s liaison to the town-
ship recreation commission — the
main sponsor of the event — why the
SPMC was not asked to play a signifi-
cant role. After promising to ask the
commission about SPMC’s involve-
ment, the deputy mayor said her obser-
vation in general regarding downtown
improvement efforts is that there are “a
lot of groups working very, very hard
without any connection to each other.”

The board seemed skeptical about a
proposal from a New Brunswick firm
to serve as grant writer and to identify
appropriate grants available. Mr.
Verdic said the proposed retainer fee
of $1,500 was unaffordable, given
SPMC’s $58,000 budget. Mr. Russo,
who serves as SPMC’s treasurer, noted
that the 2013 SPMC budget had called
for spending about $6,700 on a grant
writer, although Mrs. Gialanella
pointed out that a majority of the town-
ship council had committed during
the summer to match up to $9,000 in
grant-writing funding for SPMC.

SPMC’s annual audit must be com-
pleted by mid-November — after sev-
eral extensions were requested — and
Mr. Verdic said finding an auditing
firm is proving to be expensive. The
firm that performed the 2013 audit at
a cost of $2,200 is charging $5,000
this year, he said, while the township’s
auditing firm is charging $10,000. A
third firm has told SPMC that it would
charge $3,500 to $4,500 for an audit,
leaving the board with two options:
ask the firm who completed last year’s
audit to perform this year’s but at a
reduced rate or make additional ef-
forts to find another firm, as board
member Mike Brennan suggested.

Foundation this October in tying pink
ribbons in honor of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month around the park.
They will be taken down at the end of
the month.

Residents Maria Carluccio, Adina
Enculescu, Borne Tom and Tony
DelDuca also spoke at Tuesday
evening’s meeting expressing con-
cerns for both sides of the ongoing
argument about the intersection of
Clover Street and Central Avenue.
Ms. Carluccio and Ms. Enculescu
reiterated their concern for the traffic
accidents taking place at the intersec-
tion, whereas Ms. DelDuca, a certi-
fied driving instructor by the State of
New Jersey, believes the accidents
cannot be attributed to one factor.

“There are lots of factors that go
into those accidents,” Ms. DelDuca
said. He said these accidents could be
due to weather conditions, changes
in environment and driving habits.

The Westfield Town Council will
hold its next meeting at the municipal
building on Tuesday, October 8, at 8
p.m.
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increase of $290 in taxes per year over
the 20-year loan period.

Bill Gottdenker, Mountainside resi-
dent and member of the school district’s
Citizens Advisory Committee, deliv-
ered the presentation regarding the ref-
erendum and financing. The commit-
tee was formed by the BOE’s strategic
planning sessions to have the public
involved.

Mr. Gottdenker highlighted the ben-
efits of beginning the project at this
time, “Forty percent of the total cost of
the referendum will be paid for from a
state grant. We want to emphasize this
is a one-time opportunity; that the
funds have already been bonded, ap-
propriated and released for payment
and that the state’s obligation is un-
conditional once the approval for our
plans have been given by the state and
the referendum passes.”

Mr. Gottdenker said that the state
funds are a portion of what Mountain-
side taxpayers have already paid to the
state and can be viewed as a “partial
refund.”

Mr. Gottdenker continued, “By in-
stalling a high efficiency heating sys-
tem and high efficiency windows and
doors, we will save $57,000 a year on
energy [costs]…the new roofs on the
buildings come with a 20-year guar-
antee so aside from normal annual
maintenance, we won’t have to spend
a lot more money on roofs for the 20-
year life [of the guarantee]…the sav-
ings that we will get by actually pur-
chasing the fiber-optic cable that links
the schools…for a one-time expendi-
ture of $120,000 versus the annual
rental cost of $42,000. In 2.8 years,
that will pay for itself and will begin to
incur another savings of an amazing
$42,000 a year. Between the high ef-
ficiency energy savings and the infra-
structure savings, it’s $100,000 a year
in operational savings to the district.”

Mr. Gottdenker’s presentation will
be on the BOE’s website.

The board announced that a special
meeting with the Borough Council on
the referendum would be held on Tues-
day, October 1 at 8 p.m. at Borough
Hall. The board will make a presenta-
tion on the referendum to the Moun-
tainside Borough Council. The public
is invited to attend.

In other news, the board recognized
several students for achievements in

the creative arts.
Four students from Beechwood

School were awarded certificates for
their winning submissions in the
American Automobile Association
(AAA) Traffic Safety Poster Program
contest. Ty Flannery, Meghan
Herrighty, Darcey Monaghan and Ian
Roland each submitted posters that
will be featured in the AAA Traffic
Safety 2013-2014 School Year Calen-
dar for AAA’s Mid-Atlantic Region.

Five students from Deerfield School
were awarded certificates for their win-
ning submissions in the New Jersey
Center for the Book Letters about
Literature contest. Madelyn Cocchia,
Joshua Glenn, Nate Roman, Leah
Slepoi and Erin Splaine were awarded
for submitting letters to their favorite
authors who “changed [their] view of
the world.”

The next BOE regular public meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, Octo-
ber 22, at 7:30 p.m. at the Beechwood
School Media Center.
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Freeholders in 2004.
Garwood Democratic Party

Chairman Charles Lombardo said
in June he was unable to entice
anyone to run in the primary de-
spite hundreds of phone calls. While
not asking for financial support from
the local Democratic Party, Mr. Pater-
son said he would appreciate “some
sort of minor blessing.”

Mr. Paterson’s announcement
adds another twist to an already
peculiar election, one in which the
local Republican Party endorsed
sitting council member Steve
Blaufeder and Mr. Martin, but not
incumbent Mr. Mathieu. Mr.
Blaufeder was then defeated in the
Primary Election.

“There’s two people running right
now, one of them I feel shouldn’t be
on the council,” Mr. Paterson said,
referring to Mr. Mathieu. “My part
of that platform is I’d like to unseat
that person. That’s part of my moti-
vation.”

The Cranford and Kenilworth na-
tive who is a mechanical engineer
with 40 years in construction, said
taxes and the redevelopment of in-
dustrial properties on North Av-
enue are two predominant issues in
the town.

“I think I would lend a good ex-
pertise to the upcoming discussions
for the area in need of develop-
ment,” Mr. Paterson said.

Despite his opposition to Mr.
Mathieu, the incumbent Republi-
can was pleased by Mr. Paterson’s
declaration.

“I welcome him to the race. The
more, the merrier,” Mr. Mathieu
said. “I think it’s always a better
thing when the public has a greater
choice of people.

“I was disappointed the Demo-
crats didn’t have somebody. I told
Bruce Paterson a long time ago I
thought that he should run. There
are lot of people who I don’t neces-
sarily agree with politically, but who
are involved, and know things, and
should have a voice on council, and
Bruce Paterson was one of them.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi, whose hus-
band, John Quattrocchi is Garwood
Republican Party chairman, also
was pleased with Mr. Paterson’s
candidacy.

“We welcome any good candi-
date who is willing to put them-
selves out there,” she said. “When
you put yourself out there, you’re
opening yourself up to criticism
from all corners.”
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while, the second excludes three
residential properties located within
the special improvement district
from having to pay the fees that
fund the commercial district’s mar-
keting and other activities.

The third ordinance sets forth po-
sition titles and sets salary guides
for certain management and other
positions with the township gov-
ernment. Commissioner Lisa
Adubato said that a committee look-
ing into Cranford’s salary ordinance
found that the township’s pay lev-
els were “substantially under mar-
ket.” She said the new ordinance
would help the municipal govern-
ment “attract and retain the best-
qualified employees.” But Deputy
Mayor Edward O’Malley, the lone
commissioner to vote against its in-
troduction, felt now was not the right
time to consider its enactment given
the township’s current negotiations
with three labor unions representing
township employees.

Township Manager Joseph
Hartnett told the committee that the
township’s health coverage policies
are expiring soon and that he and his
staff are “hard at work” at securing
new coverage. Commissioner Andis
Kalnins noted that the township had
earned what he called a “very pass-

ing score” on a state-sponsored “best
practices” checklist that could have
resulted, in the event of a poor score,
in a reduction in annual state aid.

Mr. Kalnins also reminded resi-
dents that the annual town-wide ga-
rage sale will be held on Saturday,
October 5. Registration forms are
available at
www.cranfordprojecthome.org, and
the form and a $20 registration fee
can be sent to Project Home of
Cranford, P.O. Box 724, Cranford,
N.J. 07016. Forms are due by Tues-
day, October 1. Commissioner Kevin
Campbell reminded residents that
the annual bulk waste curbside
pickup begins on the first weekend
of October. Residents wishing to
dispose of large household items
can contact the township health de-
partment for details and to purchase
a permit.

To open the meeting, members of
Girl Scout Troop 40867 led the com-
mittee in the salute to the flag. And
Deputy Mayor O’Malley presented
certificates to three local businesses
— Scaturro’s Pizzeria and Café,
Cesar Kai Karate and Il Gabbiano
Restaurant — for their efforts at
adopting environmentally-sustain-
able practices as part of the town’s
Go Green initiative.
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