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GARWOOD — Parents and
guardians of Garwood teenagers
who attend Clark’s Arthur L.
Johnson (ALJ) High School voiced
their concerns about the current
bus driver at the first Board of
Education meeting of the year at
Lincoln Elementary School on
September 17.

After changing from a three-
bus system to just two, teenag-
ers attending ALJ have complained
to their parents that the buses
are more crowded, though none
are over the maximum capacity
of 54 students.  Board President
Adele Lewis said the district cut
one bus last year as a “cost saving
measure.” Although the buses
may be more crowded than in
past years, parents found their
children complaining that the bus
driver was not enforcing seating
regulations on the bus, nor was
he making all of the necessary
stops on the schedule.

Garwood resident and parent
Peggy Staba said her daughter
missed the bus one day because
the bus failed to stop and pick
her up at the Hemlock Avenue
stop.

“I told my daughter to tell the
bus driver to make sure he stops
at the right stops,” Ms. Staba said.
“He just told her to sit down and
find a seat which ended up being
with the three other students in a
seat that was only fit for three
people total. That’s not safe.”

Garwood’s school district is in
the process of hiring a new bus
driver and turned to this outside
bus company for a driver in the
interim. Cheryl DiStefano’s con-
tract is pending for the 2013-
2014 school year. Ms. DiStefano
will begin as soon as possible and
will be working Mondays, Tues-
days, Thursdays and Fridays.

“We are going to resolve this
whole matter as soon as pos-
sible,” Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley said. “I will call
the Union County Educational
Services Commission as soon as
possible.”

The superintendent also in-
formed the board that secretary
of special services Anne Wagner
is retiring as of December 1.

“It is with very large regret that
we are doing that,” Ms. Quigley
said.

Ms. Wagner served as the sec-
retary of special services for 16
years. Though with the end of
one’s career in the district comes
the beginning of another.
Armando Gonzalez was recently
hired as the district’s music
teacher and he also took on the
extra-curricular positions of mu-
sic director and play director for
the 2013-2014 school year. The
eighth grade play will be Charlie
and The Chocolate Factory and is
planned for Friday and Saturday,
November 22 and 23.

Language Arts teacher Tamara
Benc and school nurse and health
teacher Karen Lukacovic were
approved for their extra-curricu-
lar positions once again, regain-
ing titles as business manager
for the school play and outdoor
education teacher, respectively.
Mr. Gonzalez will also be a part of
the mentorship program as per
the Excellent Educators for New
Jersey (EE4NJ) program, work-
ing one on one with Spanish
teacher Theresa Parkhill.

“We matched Parkhill and
Gonzalez because of their knowl-
edge of the Spanish language
and they both teach both el-
ementary and middle school
classes,” Ms. Quigley said.

The list of the 2013-2014 school
field trips was approved, includ-
ing one trip per grade, including,
but not limited to, Turtle Back

Zoo, Sterling Mining Museum,
and Gettysburg, Pa. The sixth
grade school trip is still to be
determined.

Renovations, repairs and up-
dates have been made through-
out the district, including new
clocks throughout the schools,
according to Supervisor of Build-
ings and Grounds Tom Spera.
Mr. Spera expects that more
updates and repairs will take
place within the coming weeks
as “it is all an ongoing process.”

The board offered a warm thank
you to the PTA for its opening-
day spread for teachers and its
participation in Back to School
Night on September 10. The PTA’s
book fair was successful, accord-
ing to Ms. Quigley. The superin-
tendent also was informed that
the district has $2,000 credit to
Scholastic books. “If I had known
about this money, it would have
been used for books already,”
she said. “So I plan on working to
see that we utilize that money for
Scholastic supplies.”

The PTA’s first meeting of the
school year will be Wednesday,
September 25.

The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, October 15, at 7:30
p.m. at Lincoln Elementary
School.
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ON YOUR MARK…Children dart across the starting line in the Walk/5K for
Mom in memory of Charlotte Dursee held Sunday in Nomahegan Park in
Cranford. Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit Holy Trinity Interparochial
School’s “Bridge the Gap Fund.”

NEVER FORGET…Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrochi and eighth grade
students, pictured, left to right, Jessica Knowles, Grace Duffy and Casey Pender
display a banner the students presented to the borough at its meeting last week.
which was created by their history class commemorating 9/11.
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