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Fresh off a huge victory over
Summit, the Cranford girls’ soc-
cer team’s quick passing style
and physical attacking force
stormed past the Hillsborough
High School girls to seize a 4-2
victory at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 10.

Prior to kickoff, Cranford Head
Coach Jen Michewicz said, “This
is a very big year for us. We have
ten seniors with the majority
having been in the varsity pro-
gram since their freshman year.
They had their struggles along
the way, but especially after a
strong finish as juniors last year;
then losing to Scotch Plains in
the semifinal game of the county,
we are really looking to come
back with a vengeance. I won’t
say that we do not have any all-
star players, but I think our
strength is spread across the
field. We work together well, and
when they step on the field, they

have that unity and that is the
strength we’re building on this
year.”

Sophomore forward Siobhan
McGovern stuffed the net three
times, Isabella Meliado scored
the fourth goal for the Cougars,
and goalkeeper Megab Pringle
finished with 17 saves, nine in
the first half. Defender Kate Swetz
scored the first goal and fresh-
man Kristen Malebranch notched
a goal for Hillsborough.

“Our team in general had a
little bit of a slow start.
Hillsborough put in a beautiful
free kick, but I felt since then
that we kind of woke up and we
just started fighting. We had a
scrappy goal on a pass back to
their goalie and from there, we
really stepped it up and took the
momentum of the game. I
wouldn’t say it was our best game,
working team wise, but we were
scrappy, we were physical and
we fought to get the win,” said
Coach Michewicz.

The first half was a relatively
tight contest with Hillsborough
holding the edge in possession.
The 2-1 Raiders opened up the
scoring when Swetz fired off a
high floater that settled in just
below the center crossbar with
24:24 showing. The, 2-0 Cou-
gars stepped up the pressure
and were awarded their first goal
when McGovern slipped past a
defender and tattered the Raider
net at 18:30.

“I went after the keeper. The
one center-back played back and
the keeper didn’t have a very
good touch, and I was able to
steal from her and placed in the
goal,” said McGovern.

The Cougars’ dogged physical
play succeeded at rocking the
Raiders back on their heels. With
7:55 remaining, midfielder
Madeline Hart slipped a pass to
McGovern who then right-footed
a shot into the left corner of the
net.

“Madeline played me a pass,
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the keeper was coming out and I
chipped it over her head,” said
McGovern.

The charged-up Cougars capi-
talized early in the second half
when McGovern stuffed the ball
in the net at 18:23 for her hat
trick and a 3-1 edge.

“Mairead McKeary on the right
side was going down, beat the
player and slipped me through,
and I was able to pass by the
goalie,” explained McGovern.

Six minutes later, Raider
midfielder Malebranch, off a nice
feed from Swetz banged a right
cross in the net to tighten the
score, 3-2. The Cougars did, how-
ever, keep the Raider defenders
on their toes to prevent any se-
rious Cougar offensive threat,
however, forward Meliado was
not to be denied as she beat out
a defender and ripped a shot into
the net with 14:04 remaining.

“Siobhan McGovern passed it
to me, I ran to take the shot, the
defender blocked it, but it de-

flected. So we went shoulder to
shoulder, very physical. I won
the tackle, turned it with my left
foot and took the shot,” said
Meliado.

After the game, Hillsborough
coach Lee Anne Best said, “First
half, I thought we dominated, we
definitely had more shots. I think
that when we let up on that girl
(McGovern), we kind of hung our
heads a little bit, so they started
to build some momentum.
Cranford started to get that little
bit of momentum, the physical-
ity and the sloppiness. Our con-
ference plays a much cleaner
kind of possession on the ground
style, so it’s a new kind of style
we need to get used to. It was
really tough to shake, and I think
it got pretty frustrating and we
just never picked it up in the
second half,”
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