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Three goals within the first 20
minutes would be all the scoring,
but the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team
recorded them all in a 3-0 victory
over the Cranford Cougars at
Memorial Field in Cranford on
September 13.

Sophomore center midfielder
James Murphy scored two of the
goals and senior/co-captain for-
ward Christian Zazzali scored the
other, while junior forward Justin
Rodriques and junior outside
midfielder Zach Lipshitz each
contributed an assist.

The 3-0 Raiders launched 10 of
their 12 shots on goal in the first
half, while the 0-3 Cougars fin-
ished with three shots on goal.
Raider senior/co-captain Dan

Korduba made two saves, and
Cougar sophomore goalkeeper
Dominic Meliado made six of his
seven saves in the first half.

From the start of the first half,
the Raiders immediately began
passing the ball from side-to-
side waiting for their opportunity
to catch the Cougars a little out
of position. In less than four min-
utes, the opportunity presented
itself as Murphy and Rodriques,
respectively, charged down the
right and left centers (from the
Raiders’ perspective). Rodriques
crossed the ball to his right and
Murphy drilled it in for the score.

“Justin and I are real similar
players. We like to play with each
other going forward, combining

all of that. We like to get it for-
ward as much as we can, so
whenever we can put the ball in,
we are going to do it,” Murphy
said.

Nearly 10 minutes later, with
26:48 on the clock, Lipshitz lofted
a corner kick into the box and
Zazzali zipped in from the right
and scored the second goal.

“Zach just whipped in a nice
ball. Nobody from Cranford de-
cided to go for it, so as it came to
the back post, I just hammered it
in,” Zazzali explained.

With 20 minutes remaining in
the half, Murphy was awarded a
free kick. The Cougars’ defense
seemed to have some confusion
getting aligned, so Murphy did
not waste any time and lifted his
shot into the upper center of the
goal.

RAIDER JAMES MURPHY NETS TWO GOALS, ZAZZALI SCORES ONE; J. ROD GETS ASSIST

Soccer Raider Boys Pounce on Cranford Cougars, 3-0
“I had the free kick right out-

side the 18, around 20 yards out.
They were all busy getting
marked up. I saw the keeper off-
guard and I put it in. It was right
up there in the middle.” Murphy
explained.

The Raiders’ team footwork and
passing ability was remarkable
in the first half, and the Cougars
had little chance to go on the
offensive, but junior midfielder
Mark Christiano got off a good
shot early in the half and senior
forward Tommy Trotter drilled a
wicked shot that forced Korduba
to make a diving save late in the
half.

“We are a good group of guys.
We all work really hard. We have
a lot of talented players. We are
just going to keep on rolling this
thing as much as we can,” Murphy

said.
The second half, however,

showed a much more active Cou-
gars squad, while the Raiders
appeared to be a bit more tenta-
tive.

“Honestly, I think it’s a tough
field to play on. It’s only 59 yards
wide. We are used to somewhere
around 70. Our system of play-
ing, we like to work it side-to-
side. There’s not much room to
do it here. So, other than the
fatigue we had playing the first
half, I would say it was just lack
of movement. [First half] we were
very sharp then when we came
out in the second, we were a little
bit flatter,” Zazzali said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 0 3
Cranford 0 0 0
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