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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Difficulty in figuring out
Watchung Hills’ running attack in
the first half put the Cranford High
School football team in a hole in
its season opener at Warren on
September 15 and the result was
a 22-7 Warriors victory.

With three men lined side-by-
side in the backfield, the War-
riors confused the young Cou-
gars’ defensive line with their
triple threat and forced the more
experienced Cougar defensive
backs to make the majority of

the tackles in the first half. That
scheme allowed the 1-0 Warriors
to chew up 195 rushing yards
and two touchdowns (TD) on 30
plays. Warrior quarterback Joe
Giacomo passed only once in the
half for nine yards.

“That’s a very tough offense to
stop. It’s very hard to simulate in
practice. Our guys did a great job
simulating it, and after they got
after us in the first half, we did a
good enough job defensively to
win the football game. We gave
up a big play in the second half.
Then when we had offensive op-

portunities, we turned the ball
over. We had three scoring drives.
They had four and they turned it
over, so it came down to those
turnovers and we made more
than they did,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenemeier said.

The 0-1 Cougars’ inability to
move the ball in the first half
gave the Warriors three scoring
opportunities and the first one
was thwarted by defensive back
Joe DaSilva’s fumble recovery at
the Cranford 14.

After the Cougars went three-
and-out, the Warriors mounted a
10-play, 53-yard scoring drive

that ended with Giacomo’s three-
yard TD run with 1:05 left in the
first quarter. Giacomo also ran in
the two-point conversion, mak-
ing the score, 8-0.

The Cougars’ second posses-

sion ended abruptly when War-
rior defensive lineman Tom
Loeffler pounced on a fumble at
the Cougar 46. Eight plays later,
Giacomo scooted seven yards
for the TD. DaSilva blocked the
point after attempt.

“He’s a good player and we are
going to expect a lot of him.
Everybody’s role has increased
though. He’s a guy who started
on defense and almost never
played offense. Now he plays
offense, defense and special
teams. He has to be ready to do
that each and every week,” Coach
Rosenmeier said of DaSilva.

DaSilva did make a gutsy move
on a punt return late in the sec-
ond quarter but got creamed
immediately by Ben Gomes.

“Gutsy is one word you could
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