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Warriors Halt Cougar Gridders
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Raiders Storm GL Highlanders
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Football Blue Devils Sack Minutemen, 21-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

yard scoring drive that ended with
running back Eugene Rawles’ one-
yard touchdown (TD) plunge with
2:00 left in the first quarter. Quarter-
back Chris Hogge kicked the point
after, making the score, 7-0.

Rawles proved to be quite consis-
tent throughout the game and finished
with 201 rushing yards on 33 carries.
Six of his carries went for 10 yards or
more, including sprints of 27 and 22
yards that set up the first TD and a 28-
yard scoot that set up the winning TD.

“I ran as hard as I could. The block-
ing was good. I had a good line today.
I liked all of them, but I have to pick
out [right tackle Nick] Costa, who
was picking up some nice blocks. We
picked it up compared to last year,”
Rawles said.

Speaking of pickups, after defen-
sive end Chris Sweeney created a
fumble near the left sideline, Ander-
son scooped up the bouncing ball and
sprinted down the sideline for a 40-
yard TD with 7:04 left in the first half
to give Westfield a 14-0 lead.

“My eyes lit up. I saw the ball there,
picked it up and started running, kept
on running. It was the best experience
in my life so far. Sweeney came on
the right side. I came in and he left me
a wide open lane to score a touch-
down,” Anderson explained.

“It’s something we practice. It’s
great when you practice something
like that and it comes in the game and
you make the play. He used to be a
running back, so it gave him the
chance to run the ball again,” Coach
DeSarno said.

Sweeney was also in on several no-
gain tackles and batted down a pass,
but the whole defensive line and line-
backers corps got into the act, deliv-
ering numerous gang tackles.
Catanzaro added another bat down of
a pass then intercepted Elizabeth quar-
terback Tyree Gutierrez’s pass early
in the fourth quarter.

“Joe [Scaglione — defensive
tackle] made a lot of tackles today.
Everybody! Joe taking two blocks on
every play! [outside linebacker Mike]
O’Connor stepping up big at the end
of the first half and the secondary
stepping up big in the second half,”
Anderson said.

“We all have been working hard
this whole year. We want to turn this
thing around. We had a great chance
to knock off a reigning state cham-
pion at home. It was a great team
effort on both sides of the ball,”
Sweeney said.

Westfield’s special teams led by
Jackson Simcox were very special,
preventing any and all Elizabeth re-
turns.

“The last two times we played them,
they returned kickoff for touchdowns,
so we challenged our kids. We were
not going to ‘pouch’ it, we were go-
ing to kick it and we were going to
have to make a play and they did a
great job,” Coach DeSarno said.

The Minutemen’s first big play did
come when running back Marquise
Leak appeared to be stopped at the

line of scrimmage but wiggled away
and raced 56 yards for a TD with 4:49
remaining in the first half. Just before
halftime, Elizabeth attempted a 23-
yard field goal but missed.

Elizabeth’s second big play came in
the third quarter. Despite a poorly
thrown pass towards the left sideline, a
Blue Devil defender stumbled and
wide receiver Orlando Mejias snagged
the ball and scampered 78 yards for
the TD with 6:52 on the clock.

With 11:40 left in the game, the
Blue Devils concluded a 10-play, 74-
yard drive when Hogge connected with
split end Sean Elliott for a five-yard
TD. Catanzaro’s timely interception
on the Minutemen’s next possession
allowed Westfield to chew up the clock
with 12 more offensive plays.

“He’s developing into that corner
mentality. Be aggressive! If you make
a mistake, shake it off. And his fair
catches on punts were huge for us, so

he was a big part of our defense, as
well as our special teams today,”
Coach DeSarno said of Catanzaro.

Elizabeth did, however, have an-
other chance with 30 seconds remain-
ing, but Westfield’s defense held.

Hogge completed six of 18 passes
for 68 yards, including the TD pass to
Sean Elliott, who had four receptions
for 46 yards. Tight end Dave Kane
had a 12-yard reception, and fullback
Nick Buontempo had a 10-yard re-
ception. Minuteman Leak had 12 car-
ries for 145 yards, and Gutierrez had
10 carries for 81 yards and completed
six passes for 146 yards.

“I know they lost a lot of guys, but
they still got guys who can run, they
still got guys who are tough. Their
backs ran well. Their quarterback was
shifty. Our kids really stepped up,”
Coach DeSarno said.
Elizabeth 0 7 7 0 14
Westfield 7 7 0 7 21

COOK WINS BEAM, MELLILO VAULT, SANDLER FLOOR

Blue Devil Gymnasts Defeat
Hilltoppers, 107.125-99.45
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Depth and a large group of return-
ing talent should translate to another
fine season the Westfield High School
gymnastic team that won the Cougar
Invitational and Union County meet
(UCM) titles last year and placed
second to Bishop Ahr in the North
Jersey Section 2 meet.

Last year, Abby Cook, now a se-
nior, placed second all-around at the
Cougar, first at the UCM and second
at the sectional meet. Jenna Rizkalla,
now a junior, was third all-around at
the Cougar, second at the UCM and
fourth in the sectionals. They will
join Mae Devin, among others who
have strong skills.

“We are coming in with a lot of
returning gymnasts, especially Abby
Cook, senior and captain, Jennifer
Rizkalla, Mae Devin, who unfortu-
nately had been injured all last sea-
son. We have a lot of depth. We have
increased our skills and abilities on
bars, which was an area that we needed
improvement in. In some of these
events, we are more than three deep.
I am looking for a successful season,
a healthy season,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Melissa Greenwald said prior
to their opening meet with the Sum-
mit Hilltoppers on September 9.

With the addition of five freshmen,
the Blue Devil squad will consist of
17 girls.

“It’s a big team,” Coach Greenwald
said. “We lost only two seniors last
year, and we have five freshmen new-
comers. Sterling Sandler is someone
to look for. Hannah Prieto on vault is
pretty to watch, has a grace and has a
lot of difficulty in her routine.”

The Blue Devils started their season
with a solid win over the Hilltoppers,
107.125-99.45, at Westfield High
School. The Hilltoppers, in only their
second year of varsity competition,
displayed poise and talent to nearly
achieve the 100-point score, while the
Blue Devils won the Top-3 spots in
three of the four events.

Hilltopper Abby Claus won the
Uneven Bars, narrowly defeating Blue

Devil senior Abby Cook, 9.0-8.9.
Cook, however, posted the top score
of the meet with an impressive 9.324
on the balance beam. On the vault,
Blue Devil sophomore Megan Mellilo
scored a 9.125 to take the top spot and
freshman Sterling Sandler won the
floor exercise with a 9.025.

The Blue Devils relied on their
depth, using 10 different gymnasts
and no gymnast competed in all four
events. The Hilltoppers had four gym-
nasts who achieved All-Around
scores.

All-Around: Summit: 1. Abby
Claus – 34.0, 2. Alysia Lopez – 32.45,
3. Noa Efron – 32.275, 4. Emily
Donohue – 31.225

Vault: Westfield: 1. Megan Mellilo
– 9.125, 2. Jessica Keenan – 9.075
(Sophomore), 3T.. Hannah Goldring
– 9.0 (Junior ), 3T. Hannah Prieto -9.0
(Freshman); Summit: 6. Claus- 8.45,
7. Efron – 8.25, 8. Lopez – 8.15

Uneven Bars: Westfield: 2. Abby
Cook – 8.9, 3. Prieto – 8.65, 4. Mellilo
– 8.5; Summit: 1. Claus 9.0, 6. Lopez
8.35, 7. Efron 7.875

Beam: Westfield: 1. Cook 9.325,
2. Goldring – 9.275, 3. Christana
Psyhojos – 8.3; Summit: 6. Donohue
– 7.8, 7. Claus – 7.775, 8. Lopez – 7.7

Floor Exercise: Westfield: 1. Ster-
ling Sandler 9.025, 2. Goldring – 9.0, 3.
Keenan – 8.95; Summit: 4. Lopez –
8.875, 5. Claus – 8.775, 6. Efron – 8.5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVILS GYMNASTICS TEAM...Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Sterling Sandler, Lexi Holser, Hannah
Goldring, Alaina Brotman and Carlie Fasano; middle row, Megan Troutman, Jessica Keenan, Hannah Prieto, Emily Kelly
and Julie Dwyer; top row, Megan Mellilo, Mae Devin, Christana Psyhojos, Morgan McAlister, Abby Cook, Jenna Rizkalla
and Emily Serafin.

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425  • sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

BULK MATERIALS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 30 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE
FOUR SEASONS

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

the blocks. I started off a little slow
and after eight carries or so, I started
to get it going. My touchdown, I had
a lot of key blocks, I just kept turning
my feet, and as the hole came through,
I scored the touchdown, said White.

The Raiders attacked again, stick-
ing totally to the ground and chewed
up 55 yards for the next TD where
Taylor blasted 45 yards to pay dirt
with 7:51 left. The point after made
the score 20-7.

“Everything was hard in the
backfield but we managed. The line
held up the blocks and we managed
to get a lot of yards. As to my touch-
down, my blockers held up and I just
made my way through the middle and
into the end zone,” said Taylor.

The skies opened up, bringing tor-
rential rain and lightning, and the game
was halted with 5:41 remaining.

“Coming back was tough. We had
them on the ropes, they were tired,
guys were getting banged up, cramp-
ing; our guys weren’t. They were
fresh. They had 24 hours to get fresh
again. Credit to them, walking out
fresh, very aggressive on offense and
getting the job done,” said Stack.

The next day, the Highlanders took
just 1:23 to add a TD on seven plays,

concluding with Wills’ a 20-yard TD
completion to Butler. The PAT made
the score, 20-14. The Raiders took
over and worked off all but two sec-
onds of the time remaining to secure
the victory.

“It was hard to get going, but to-
wards the end of the game we started
to get the job done. It was a whole
team effort, D line holding their gaps,
making me run free. Rashan was get-
ting double-teamed so that helped us
out on linebackers tackling them and
busting big plays,” said Maxwell.

“It was a terrible end to that Thurs-
day night. At that point in time, we
just scored the TD, we just sacked
GL’s quarterback to make it second
and twenty and the game gets called.
The frustrating part was that the sec-
ond half took so long. We were
upfront, being very physical. It
seemed like, at least a dozen times,
their guys were cramping up, they
were on the ground. All those delays,
honest injury delays, if they don’t
occur, I honestly think that there
would not have been another score
and the game would have ended pretty
quietly”, concluded Stack.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 7 6 0 7 20
Gov. Livingston 7 0 0 7 14

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

  Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on July
24, 2013 granted approved variances for
maximum improvement coverage, lot area,
lot width, side yard setbacks, accessory
coverage and driveway set back. The prop-
erty in question is owned by Kerry
Caspersen, at 20 Helen Street, Fanwood,
being Block 81, Lot 36.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Ms. Kerry Caspersen
20 Helen Street

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 9/19/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

back Donavin Walker wiggled his way
down the right side then hooked way
over to the right sideline to complete
a 78-yard TD with 11:32 on the clock.
Troy Ketler kicked the point after.

The Cougars’ kickoff was returned
to the 44 by Gomes then running back
Ryan Cunningham found a seam and
flew 56 yards for the TD with 11:10
on the clock. The two-point conver-
sion pass was good.

From that point, the Cougars’ de-
fense limited the Warriors to just 36
rushing yards, while their offense
would total 152 yards rushing and 71
yards passing in the half. Addition-
ally, the Cougars had two more scor-
ing opportunities. The first came when
Oblachinski hooked up with Jack
McCaffrey for 42 yards, but the drive
stalled on the Warrior 21. Linebacker
Rob Delsandro gave the Cougars an-
other opportunity with a fumble re-
covery at the Warrior 26, but

Oblachinski’s pass attempt was inter-
cepted at the Warrior five-yard line.

Oblachinski finished with 59 rush-
ing yards and completed six passes for
79 yards. McCaffrey had two recep-
tions for 49 yards, Joe Norton had three
receptions for 26 yards, and Christiano
had a four-yard reception and 23 rush-
ing yards. Cunningham finished with
202 yards rushing and Giacomo fin-
ished with 66 rushing yards.

“We had our opportunities to move
the ball in the first half. We just didn’t
do it. If we would have done that, they
would have had less offensive plays.
We have to control the ball on offense
and not let them have opportunities to
have the ball. In the second half, it
was a combination of us stepping up
on defense, but also keeping the ball
on offense, but not enough to win,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.
Cranford 0 0 7 0 7
Watchung Hills 8 6 8 0 22

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE RECEPTION...Blue Devil split end Sean Elliott, No. 8, makes a
reception against Elizabeth. Elliott also had a five-yard touchdown reception.


