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WHITE, JONES, TAYLOR RUMBLE FOR TOUCHDOWNS

Raiders Storm Highlanders
In Football Opener, 20-14
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bad weather on opening day and a
return to the battlefield 24 hours later
made the climate annoying and frus-
trating for the visiting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team.
The Raiders had a 20-7 lead midway
through the fourth quarter at the time
of the weather delay, but returned
home with a 20-14 victory over Gov-
ernor Livingston in Berkeley Heights
on September 13.

“Leading 20-7 with five minutes
left, we felt at that time that we had
established ourselves as the domi-
nant team. We were able to move the
ball at will in the second half, we out-
gained them up to that point, 200
yards to forty. Football is a game of
will and we had imposed our will,
doing what we wanted to do,” said
Raider Head Coach Jon Stack.

Remarkable defense and strong
running plays allowed the Raiders to
harvest 291 total yards. Junior run-
ning back Kobe White racked up 170
yards on 23 carries, including a 65-
yard TD run. Sophomore quarter-
back Marques Taylor carried 12 times

for 96 yards and completed two passes
for 20 yards. Junior running back
Jordan Jones galloped 41 yards for
the TD (touchdown) and junior full-
back Kevin Maxwell rushed 16-yards
on four carries.

Middle linebacker Maxwell led the
Raiders with 18 tackles, junior
cornerback Andrew Ciccarino and
sophomore defensive end Rashan
Gary recorded eight tackles each and
Sam McQuoid finished with seven.

“We have a lot of explosive athletes
that can break off long runs. We
haven’t even shown all of our guys
that can run. We are going to make a
lot of mistakes. We have just one
returning starter. The first game that
they go out there, they block for 292
yards rushing, that’s something that’s
tremendous. We are going to take
advantage of their speed, their
athleticism and keep teams off bal-
ance,” said Stack.

Highlander senior tailback Ryan
Jennings carried 22 times for 77 yards
including a TD, then added 28-yards
to his total on five carries when the
game resumed. Junior John Wills
completed nine of 13 passes for 93

yards, including a TD to senior wide
receiver Jenson Butler, who finished
with six receptions, totaling 75 yards.
Junior linebacker Alex Boyd had 17
tackles.

The Highlanders scored first on
Jenning’s one-yard TD plunge with
6:24 left in the quarter. The point
after was good.

The Raiders tied the score with
3:31 left in the quarter, when Jones
corralled the punt, followed his
blockers and sprinted 41 yards down
the right side for the score. Ciccarino’s
PAT was good.

“I had the blocks set up from our
ends enabling me to go outside and
score. It felt great,” said Jones.

The Raiders kept the Highlanders
off balance employing a stretch for-
mation offensive. The best part of the
drive came when the strong safety
came up and White delivered a vicious
stiff arm, driving the player to the
ground. White then rumbled 65-yards
for the TD. The point after failed.

“Our offensive line really deserves
all of the credit. As big and physical
as they are, I was able to get around

WALKER 78-YARD TD RUN, OBLACHINSKI 59 RUSH YDS

Warriors’ Early Run Attack
Halts Cougar Gridders, 22-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Difficulty in figuring out Watchung
Hills’ running attack in the first half
put the Cranford High School foot-
ball team in a hole in its season opener
at Warren on September 15 and the
result was a 22-7 Warriors victory.

With three men lined side-by-side
in the backfield, the Warriors con-
fused the young Cougars’ defensive
line with their triple threat and forced
the more experienced Cougar defen-
sive backs to make the majority of the
tackles in the first half. That scheme
allowed the 1-0 Warriors to chew up
195 rushing yards and two touch-
downs (TD) on 30 plays. Warrior
quarterback Joe Giacomo passed only
once in the half for nine yards.

“That’s a very tough offense to
stop. It’s very hard to simulate in
practice. Our guys did a great job
simulating it, and after they got after
us in the first half, we did a good
enough job defensively to win the
football game. We gave up a big play

in the second half. Then when we had
offensive opportunities, we turned the
ball over. We had three scoring drives.
They had four and they turned it over,
so it came down to those turnovers
and we made more than they did,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenemeier said.

The 0-1 Cougars’ inability to move
the ball in the first half gave the War-
riors three scoring opportunities and
the first one was thwarted by defen-
sive back Joe DaSilva’s fumble re-
covery at the Cranford 14.

After the Cougars went three-and-
out, the Warriors mounted a 10-play,
53-yard scoring drive that ended with
Giacomo’s three-yard TD run with
1:05 left in the first quarter. Giacomo
also ran in the two-point conversion,
making the score, 8-0.

The Cougars’ second possession
ended abruptly when Warrior defen-
sive lineman Tom Loeffler pounced
on a fumble at the Cougar 46. Eight
plays later, Giacomo scooted seven
yards for the TD. DaSilva blocked

the point after attempt.
“He’s a good player and we are

going to expect a lot of him.
Everybody’s role has increased
though. He’s a guy who started on
defense and almost never played of-
fense. Now he plays offense, defense
and special teams. He has to be ready
to do that each and every week,”
Coach Rosenmeier said of DaSilva.

DaSilva did make a gutsy move on
a punt return late in the second quar-
ter but got creamed immediately by
Ben Gomes.

“Gutsy is one word you could use. I
could think of others I might use. You
got to learn how to make smart plays,”
Commented Coach Rosenmeier.

The Cougars managed only 28
yards rushing on nine carries and
eight yards on two receptions in the
half, but the situation changed dra-
matically in the second half. Cougar
Luke Christiano received the War-
riors’ kickoff on the 10 and returned
it to the 22. On the first play, running

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WEAVING HIS WAY FOR A TD...Cougar running back Donavin Walker, No. 36, finds a path down the right sideline then
shifts to the left sideline to complete a 78-yard toucvdown run against Watchung Hills in Warren on September 15. The
Warriors scored early and hung on to win, 22-7. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO OUTFOX A HIGHLANDER...Raider running back Kobe White, No. 8, looks to outfox a Highlander defender
in the game on September 12-13. The Raiders defeated Governor Livingston, 20-14. in Berkeley Heights. CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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CENTER HALL COLONIAL

MOUNTAINSIDE. This custom built CHC home has just gone through
a complete renovation. Come and see the new kitchen, open floor plan, and
new shining hardwood floors throughout. The first floor consists of a Formal
Living Room, Dining Room, and Family Room with a wood burning
fireplace, a spacious Eat In Kitchen, powder room and laundry room. The
second floor features the master bedroom suite, two more spacious bedrooms
and the main bath. There is also a full unfinished basement. $549,000.

Frances
“Fran”
Bradley

and
Ebtsam
“Sam”
Sayed

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Beautiful new Colonial with exquisite attention to detail
at end of tranquil cul-de-sac. Bluestone columned front porch; Hardi-Plank
siding; 6 Bedrooms include 1st floor guest suite; spacious Master Suite with
fireplace; designer kitchen with stainless steel appliances, cherry cabinets,
granite and center island; walk-up attic; bonus room; 3-car attached garage.
Elegant millwork and tasteful decor throughout. Great location on quiet
street blocks from schools and close to town/train. $1,445,000.

Sonia
Rivera Hooey

EXPANDED RANCH

WESTFIELD. This expanded Ranch, located in the premier
community of Westfield, offers 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, a spacious
Living room, Formal Dining Room and an Eat-In Kitchen. The
master bedroom offers a full bath and a walk-in closet. The finished
basement has a recreation room, laundry and storage. Additional
features include central air, hardwood floors and underground sprinkler.
An in-ground pool and attached garage completes this home. $575,000.

Associate of the Month

Maria
Dimopoulos

Ana DeFigueiredo
Top Units for the Month of August

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 9/22  1–5PM

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom Luxury "New Construction" Homes located in
Scotch Meadow Estates. This colonial style home is one of five new homes situated
on a private cul-de-sac on the south side of Scotch Plains by the golf course & country
club. This home features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths. FLR w/fireplace, FDR, Gourmet
kitchen w/granite counter tops & wood cabinetry opening to FR. Master suite w/walk
in closet & spa-like master bath, 3 additional Bedrooms & 2 baths w/ walk up attic.
Directions: Old Raritan Road to King Street to Penny Lane. $850,000-$999,900.

Sergio
Merola

COLONIAL

CRANFORD. 3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath Colonial features large and
spacious rooms. A cozy family room is adorned by a large brick
fireplace and hardwood floors, the Eat In Kitchen has sliding doors to
the lush garden. Classic formal dining room and living room with
walnut inlaid floors. A very large master bedroom suite with a separate
sitting area and a newly refinished full bath, two other bedrooms and
plenty of closets. Fabulous location to create your dream. $599,999.

Ernest
“Ernie”
Fantini

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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