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Blue Devils Tie Lancers in OT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Soccer Raiders Top Cougars, 3-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Cause and effect: A cause is why an
event happens. An effect is an event that
happens because of a cause. Whatever
subject would have covered cause and
effect when I was in high school I didn’t
take it. But here are the facts, do with
them what you will:

In the summer of 1957, Les Zorge was
hired as the head football coach at WHS.
He came from Ohio and brought Bob
Dietrich with him. And he brought with
him a philosophy that, let’s say, was
different from what the town was used
to. Zorge was a screamer, a hands-on, in-
your-face yeller. He was also a physical
fitness guru, similar to the late Jack
LaLanne. He was constantly running the
streets of Westfield, even in the middle of
the winter. (I know because I was usually
shooting baskets in my driveway as he
ran down Embree Crescent.)

Now, the fact that Gary Kehler, Walt
Clarkson, Norm Koury and Dick
Zimmer were hired as teachers/coaches
around the same time, and that the town
of Westfield was growing at a very fast
rate and that a lot of people, many with
athletic children, were moving in, that
all had plenty to do with it, too.

But we did some research and this
much we do know: in the 20 years B.Z.
(before Zorge was hired), WHS’s teams
had an overall won-lost percentage of
56.6. In the 20 years A.Z. (after Zorge
was hired) that number climbed an
amazing 20 points to 76.6 percent.

Breaking it down even further, in the
six years B.Z., Westfield’s 1952-57
classes had a winning percentage for all
varsity sports of 60.9, and the school
won five county titles, no sectional and
one state championship (tennis). In the
six years A.Z., the Devils’ 1958-63 over-
all winning percentage rose nearly 20
points again, to 78.7 percent, with 14
county, two sectional and six state titles.

Things were just starting to take off.
Westfield is currently the winningest
Group 4 program (state individual cham-
pions and team championships in ALL
sports) in New Jersey history, 40 titles
ahead of runner-up Trenton.

But would it all have happened if
Fred Bradshaw had decided to stick
around and Zorge hadn’t been hired?
Probably. After all, Zorge was only here
four football seasons – with a modest
19-17 record that saw his teams go 3-6,
4-5, 5-4 and 7-2 – along with coaching
the junior varsity wrestling and base-
ball teams. Kehler, Clarkson, Koury
and Zimmer were four of the great
coaches in school history, and the oth-
ers who soon came aboard – Shaun
Cherewich, Perry Coultas, Carol
Donner, Chuck Gantner, Greg Gorski,
George Kapner, Walt Leonow, Kathy
Luckey, Bob Brewster, among others –
were all top of the line coaches.

But who knows for sure? Between
football, wrestling and baseball, Zorge
was involved coaching most of the
school’s varsity athletes at some point.
And who’s to say how much “trickle
down” influence Zorge had on other
people, starting with Kehler. And then
how much G.K. influenced Koury and
Zimmer, maybe Clarkson too, maybe
everybody who came in contact with
him. Everything, after all, has to start
somewhere . . . and in the summer of
1957, not much athletically was going
on in sleepy Westfield.

Much probably depends on who you

talk to about Zorge, who is now 86 and
quietly getting along in an assisted liv-
ing facility in Oregon. We went to some
of the guys who played for him for
opinions:

“Coach Zorge had a profound effect
on us, as athletes and as young men,”
said Dan Pearce (’59), who played end
on the ’57 team and tailback on the ’58
team. “He made me believe that I could
find success in life and attain anything
I set out to achieve. I continued to
emulate coach Zorge by choosing a
similar career path, as a teacher, coach
and high school administrator.”

“I’m pretty sure quite a few returning
seniors that first year chose not to con-
tinue playing football after double ses-
sions with Les. He changed the culture
180 degrees,” said Bob Wolfgang (’60),
whose 251 yards rushing as a junior
against Springfield was a school record
for 19 years. “I remember that nobody
was allowed to drive cars. You had to
walk everywhere. (Wolfgang still takes
daily walks.) He also started the little
league football program in town, which
was really important. Before that,
Westfield had no organized football un-
til eighth grade, no feeder system. It
was a whole new ballgame when he got
to town.”

“Les was a little rough around the
edges, but he definitely had a positive
influence on the lives of a large number
of young men,” said Pete Braun (’61), a
three-year starter and two-time all-state
pick. “In four short years he totally
revamped a ‘sleepy’ football program
and had a great influence on a young
coach (Kehler) who went on to become
one of Westfield’s best. Most impor-
tantly, he very positively influenced the
lives of a large number of young men.
It’s hard to say what direction many of
us could have gone at that influential
age, but there is a very large group who
believe Les had a lot to do with getting
them on the right course.”

“During the 1950s Westfield’s (sports)
fortunes had declined,” said Jim Kovacs
(’62), a two-year starter for Zorge and an
all-stater for Gary Kehler’s first team.
“There was less work and more parties.
Les was exactly what Westfield needed
– a hard-driving, no-nonsense individual.
Partying was out, weightlifting and
‘health club’ was in. He’d go to Friday
night parties around town to make sure
his players weren’t there. The physical
and mental toughness instilled in us
stayed with us and definitely contributed
to our successes in life.”

You be the judge.
FOOTBALL UPDATE

The 2013 season kicked off last week
with a sweet, 21-14 win over Lizzy-
Beth at Gary Kehler Stadium. The Min-
utemen were defending North 2 Group
5 champs, and any win over the state’s
largest school is a good one.

Senior Eugene Rawles ran for 201
yards, becoming the 14th Blue Devil to
reach that figure. Only Doug Murphy
and Butch Woolfolk did it twice.
Woolfolk’s 253 vs. Montclair in 1977 is
the record.

WHS coach Jim DeSarno now has a
4-4 record against Elizabeth, which still
leads the 48-game series that started in
1898 with 29 wins, 17 losses and 2 ties.

This Saturday the opponent is
Hillsborough, which put a 57-34 hurting
on the Devils last year in the first meeting

between the two schools. It was the most
points allowed in a single game since
1904, when Rahway put up 59.

On Sept. 27, the Devils will travel
down Route 22/78 to Bellis Field at
Maloney Stadium for a game with
Phillipsburg, a match-up of the state’s
No. 6 (Blue Devils) and No. 1
(Stateliners) all-time winningest foot-
ball programs.

SOCCER UPDATE
WHS girls soccer coach Alex Schmidt

updated us on what some of his players
are doing in college.

Becky Cape (’09), a redshirt junior,
has been named captain at Rider Uni-
versity … Hannah Kronick (’10) was
named third team all-America last year
at Johns Hopkins University, where she
has 43 goals (19-24) in two years and is
10 goals from the school record … Sam
Costello (’10) was team MVP at
Kutztown (Pa.) University last fall and
will be the team’s captain this year …
Katie Ponce (‘10) has also been named
captain at Towson (Md.) University …
Jess Kenny (’13) is playing for Messiah
College (Mechanicsburg, Pa.), the two-
time defending Division 3 champions
… Alexandra Tinfow (‘13) got her first
college goal on Sunday for McGill
University in Montreal.

Karli Sottung (’14), WHS’s captain
this year, has verbally committed to
Navy … Mary Randazzo (’14) will be
attending the University of Massachu-
setts to play lacrosse … Grace
MacKenzie (’09) is still involved with
the powerhouse Wheaton (Ill.) College
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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

1007 Ripley Avenue, Westfield $599,900

Impeccably maintained Colonial with Formal LR w/fplc; Formal DR;
updated EIK; 1st floor den/office; manicured yard with paver driveway &
walkway and expansive deck.

1 Hampton Court, Westfield $935,000

Beautiful Contemporary home on cul-de-sac street with wonderful floor
plan and private backyard offering a lovely in-ground heated pool with
Jacuzzi – perfect for entertaining!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/22 • 1-4PM

558 Birch Avenue, Westfield $999,999
Fabulous Colonial in the heart of the Gardens with Formal LR w/fplc;
Formal DR; EIK open to FR; 1st floor sunroom; MBR w/private bath;
finished LL w/rec. room, 2 car det. garage & deck.

922 Carleton Road, Westfield $1,250,000

New 10 room, 5 BR, 4-1/2 bath Colonial w/open floor plan; center island
kit open to FR w/fplc; large LR/DR combo; 1st floor BR w/en suite bath;
MBR w/lg WIC & full bath;  2nd floor laundry.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/22 • 1-4PM
12 A Breeze Knoll Drive, Westfield $1,777,000

Featured in Design NJ, this stately Colonial has a gourmet kitchen, a wine
cellar and indoor lap pool for the health enthusiast! 1/2 acre lot w/ park-
like grounds, deck & patio.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/22 • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/22 • 1-4PM

Weichert®

FAR HILLS    A private oasis, a convenient location with top 
rated Bernards Township schools and low Somerset County taxes.  
Prestigious Far Hills mailing address, the gorgeous grounds are 
surrounded by tall pines and feature many specimen plantings.  
Flexible living space, two en-suite bedrooms, a fi nished basement 
with a wine cellar and offi ce space.  Lots of doors and windows 
letting the outside in – rear southern exposure keeps the home 
bright, the pool warm and the deer-protected yard welcoming! 

(Web ID 3045591)  $1,849,000 

Call Jennifer Blanchard at 908-432-0318 (CELL).

Basking Ridge Offi ce
908-766-7500

WHS Never the Same
After Zorge Hit Town

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

team, but season-ending ACL injuries
to the same knee (in November 2011
and April 2013), plus a meniscal tear (in
the same knee!) have forced her to the
sidelines. She will serve as a student
assistant to the trainer this fall …
Amanda Markowski (’10) has contin-
ued to play both soccer and basketball
but only on the intramural level.

IN THE GENES
Steve Monninger (’94) is in his third

year as the head football coach at Nor-
folk (Va.) Academy. Since taking over a
winless program in 2011, the (Blue and
White) Bulldogs have gone 2-7, 5-5 and
are currently 3-0 after a wild 49-43
overtime win over Richmond’s Trinity
Episcopal, rallying from 21-0 and 35-7
deficits. Their previous wins in ’13 were
by scores of 35-7 and 47-7.

Steve is the son of Bill Monninger, a
longtime member of the WHS Boosters
and youth coach, the nephew of former
WHS athletes John (’59), Mike (’66)
and Joe Monninger (’71). Steve played
four years of football (captain his senior
year) and lacrosse at Middlebury Col-
lege.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Hannah Purdy (’11) was the school’s

field hockey goalie from 2007-10, set-
ting school records for saves in a game
(36), season (269) and career (597). But
apparently she plays a pretty good game
of golf, too.

Purdy recently finished second in the
Lengfeld Division of the 2013 Califor-
nia Amateur at the Quail Lodge Golf
Course in Carmel, Calif. Purdy, who
transferred from the University of
Redlands to California Lutheran Uni-
versity for her junior season, is an eco-
nomics major.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of the month during the scho-
lastic season. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

marked players. We are really work-
ing on not having tunnel vision on the
ball. There were only a couple of
times where we broke down a little
bit. The cool thing was there were
seven different players, who were
playing backfield today. So we have
a lot of players, who can come in and
step up. They are all playing for posi-
tions and they all got equal playing
time,” Coach MacDonald said.

In the final minute of the half, the
Blue Devils’ offense mounted a ma-
jor assault, only to have the Lancers’
defenders and Cordero successfully
making the stops.

The Blue Devils came up with an
impressive form of attacking in the
second half with the fast break combi-
nation of senior forward Emily
Mastrocola, pinching from the right
side, and junior forward Sophie Bass,
pinching from the left, forcing Cordera
to make several quick decisions.

“They are a good team. They com-
municate really well. It’s their third
year playing together, so they feed
off each other really well. Both are
really good players. We just couldn’t
finish it. They did a lot of work taking
it up the field. What I told them at
halftime was we were doing a lot of
work and not getting a lot for it,
because we will do something really
positive then we will take the short-
cut, because they are tired. That short-
cut is the difference between finish-
ing and not finishing. That’s a minor
adjustment we need to make, but over-
all we played a good game,” Coach
MacDonald said.

With 4:00 remaining in regulation
and with the help of three straight
penalty corners, the Lancers took it to
the Blue Devils but the defense held
to force the overtime.
Livingston 0 0 0 0
Westfield 0 0 0 0

the 18, around 20 yards out. They
were all busy getting marked up. I
saw the keeper off-guard and I put it
in. It was right up there in the middle.”
Murphy explained.

The Raiders’ team footwork and
passing ability was remarkable in the
first half, and the Cougars had little
chance to go on the offensive, but
junior midfielder Mark Christiano got
off a good shot early in the half and
senior forward Tommy Trotter drilled
a wicked shot that forced Korduba to
make a diving save late in the half.

“We are a good group of guys. We
all work really hard. We have a lot of
talented players. We are just going to
keep on rolling this thing as much as

we can,” Murphy said.
The second half, however, showed

a much more active Cougars squad,
while the Raiders appeared to be a bit
more tentative.

“Honestly, I think it’s a tough field
to play on. It’s only 59 yards wide. We
are used to somewhere around 70. Our
system of playing, we like to work it
side-to-side. There’s not much room
to do it here. So, other than the fatigue
we had playing the first half, I would
say it was just lack of movement.
[First half] we were very sharp then
when we came out in the second, we
were a little bit flatter,” Zazzali said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 0 3
Cranford 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON THE ATTACK...Raider Christian Zazzali, No. 9, being chased by Cougar
Erik Monteagudo, No. 13, heads into Cranford territory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VYING FOR POSSESSION...Blue Devil Emily Mastrocola, No. 11, tries to gain
possession of the ball in the game against the Livingston Lady Lancers.

Each office independently owned and operated

188 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-8502

www.westfieldkw.com

Douglas L. Wyckoff
Sales Associate

(908) 400-2596 cell

Marjorie T. Brown
Sales Associate

(201) 889-1734 cell

WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR HEALTH
A second opinion is a must and the same applies to the 

marketing of your home; give us a call today

…there is a difference


