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MURPHY NETS TWO GOALS, ZAZZALI 1; J. ROD ASSIST

Soccer Raider Boys Pounce
On Cranford Cougars, 3-0

RAWLES 201 YARDS, TD; ANDERSON TD, S. ELLIOTT TD

Blue Devils Sack Minutemen
In Grid Home Opener, 21-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three goals within the first 20 min-
utes would be all the scoring, but the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys soccer team recorded them all
in a 3-0 victory over the Cranford
Cougars at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 13.

Sophomore center midfielder
James Murphy scored two of the goals
and senior/co-captain forward Chris-
tian Zazzali scored the other, while
junior forward Justin Rodriques and
junior outside midfielder Zach
Lipshitz each contributed an assist.

The 3-0 Raiders launched 10 of
their 12 shots on goal in the first half,
while the 0-3 Cougars finished with
three shots on goal. Raider senior/co-

captain Dan Korduba made two saves,
and Cougar sophomore goalkeeper
Dominic Meliado made six of his
seven saves in the first half.

From the start of the first half, the
Raiders immediately began passing
the ball from side-to-side waiting for
their opportunity to catch the Cou-
gars a little out of position. In less
than four minutes, the opportunity
presented itself as Murphy and
Rodriques, respectively, charged
down the right and left centers (from
the Raiders’ perspective). Rodriques
crossed the ball to his right and
Murphy drilled it in for the score.

“Justin and I are real similar play-
ers. We like to play with each other
going forward, combining all of that.
We like to get it forward as much as we

can, so whenever we can put the ball
in, we are going to do it,” Murphy said.

Nearly 10 minutes later, with 26:48
on the clock, Lipshitz lofted a corner
kick into the box and Zazzali zipped
in from the right and scored the sec-
ond goal.

“Zach just whipped in a nice ball.
Nobody from Cranford decided to go
for it, so as it came to the back post, I
just hammered it in,” Zazzali explained.

With 20 minutes remaining in the
half, Murphy was awarded a free
kick. The Cougars’ defense seemed
to have some confusion getting
aligned, so Murphy did not waste any
time and lifted his shot into the upper
center of the goal.

“I had the free kick right outside

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Knowing how to win may have
been a rarity last year, but this year the
Westfield High School football Blue
Devils found out how when they
stopped the Elizabeth Minutemen, 21-
14, in their home opener at Gary Kehler
Stadium on September 12.

The 1-0 Blue Devils delivered sev-

eral fine extra efforts on both sides of
the ball, as well as on special teams.

“We had a lot of great efforts. The
one concern I had was I didn’t know
if we knew how to win. We got off to
a good start and had the defensive
touchdown then we got a little low in
the game. They got two big plays. It
was a test of our endurance and our
heart and our mental toughness,” Blue

Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.
The Blue Devils’ good start began

when they stopped the Minutemen in
their tracks, thanks to defensive end
Tom Anderson’s tackle for a loss on a
swing pass followed by cornerback
Matt Catanzaro’s first bat down of a
pass to force a punt. The Blue Devils
then capitalized with a 10-play, 80-

GK AGATHA MAGIERSKI, DEFENSE RISE TO OCCASION

Blue Devils, Lancers Battle
To 0-0 Tie in Field Hockey
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More furious action was crammed
into the 10-minute overtime than in
60 minutes of regulation, but the
Westfield High School field hockey
team and the Livingston Lady Lanc-
ers held up in the 90+ degree weather
to earn a share of a 0-0 tie at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Sep-
tember 11.

Throughout the game, but espe-
cially in the overtime, Blue Devil
senior goalkeeper Agatha Magierski
and her defense and Lancer goal-
keeper Olivia Cordero with her de-
fense withstood several bursts of of-
fensive aggression. Midway through

the overtime, Magierski made two
diving stops in a row before her de-
fense managed to clear the ball
downfield.

“Agatha played a great overtime. It
was clear that everybody on the field
was utterly exhausted at that point. A
95 degree day is not the type of day
that you would hope to go into over-
time. We showed a lot of really posi-
tive body language. We got tough.
We had our opportunities. We just
couldn’t put one in, but neither could
they. Our defense stepped up and did
a good job, and they stood up and did
a good job. That’s why it was a stale-
mate, because everybody played a
good game,” Blue Devil Head Coach

Caitlin MacDonald said.
Ten minutes into the first half, Blue

Devil junior midfielder Valeria
Bouchoueva took the first meaning-
ful shot that just missed left of the
post. Seven minutes later, Magierski
and the defense withstood a Lancer
onslaught. A little later, Bouchoueva
launched another shot from 10 yards
out, but it also slid to the left.

With nearly five minutes remain-
ing in the half, the Lancers attacked
again, but Magierski with a strong
effort from the defense turned the
ball away.

“They [defense] were strong. There
were times where I saw some un-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STOPPING A MINUTEMAN...Blue Devil Luke Prybylski, No. 17, grabs Minuteman quarterback Tyree Gutierrez as
Kevin Frega, No. 45, Cotter Spurlock, No. 67, and Joe Scaglione, No 68, charge to help out. Westfield defeated Elizabeth,
21-14. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports – page 6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTACKING THE CRANFORD GOAL...Cougars Tommy Trotter, No. 4, and Albert Garguilo, No. 18, try to steer Raider
James Murphy, No. 10, away from their goal. Murphy managed to score two goals in the 3-0 victory on September 11. See
more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FURIOUS ACTION NEAR THE NET...Blue Devil defenders Magda Magierski, No. 16, and Cami Sullivan, No. 26, rush
to the ball to prevent a Lancer from scoring. Westfield and Livingston battled to a 0-0, overtime tie at Gary Kehler Stadium
on September 11. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports – page 7.

Duke Snider – Brooklyn Dodgers
Born September 19, 1926


