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Parents Encouraged to
Attend ‘Ryan’s Story’

WESTFIELD — On Monday,
September 30, a special program
for parents will be held in the West-
field High School auditorium, 550
Dorian Road, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Hosted by Roosevelt
and Edison Intermediate
Schools, where the pre-
sentation has been held
in the past, the high
school auditorium was
selected as the venue this
year to accommodate
parents at all levels and
any community mem-
bers who would like to
attend.

Guest speaker John Halligan, fa-
ther of Ryan Halligan, will provide
a unique perspective from inside a
family of a child who was a victim
of relentless bullying and cyber bul-
lying. Ryan Halligan committed sui-
cide at the young age of 13 on
October 7, 2003.

Audience members also will gain
a deeper understanding of the dev-
astating impact a teen suicide has
on a family. There are many power-
ful life lessons imparted, including

forgiveness and finding
ways to turn a tragedy
into hope for others.

Mr. Halligan has ap-
peared nationally on the
CBS Early Show, CNN
Anderson Cooper 360,
Good Morning
America, BBC World
Radio, Prime Time with
Diane Sawyer, PBS

Frontline and Oprah Winfrey to edu-
cate parents on how to deal with
bullying, cyber-bullying and youth
depression.

To learn more about this power-
ful presentation, visit Ryan’s
w e b s i t e :
www.ryanpatrickhalligan.com/
index.htm.

Holy Trinity School to Host
Catholic High School Night
WESTFIELD –Representatives

from many local Catholic high
schools will present their schools’
offering sat the annual Holy Trinity
Interparochial School High School
Fair, Tuesday, September 24. The
event will be held in the school’s
gymnasium located at 336 First Street,
Westfield, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. No
registration is required.

The event is ideal for parents and
their children who are in sixth to
eighth grades and are interested in
exploring a Catholic high school edu-
cation.

Scheduled to attend are represen-
tatives from Mother Seton Regional
High School, Mount Saint Mary’s
Academy, Oak Knoll School, Ora-

tory Preparatory High School, Roselle
Catholic Regional High School, Se-
ton Hall Preparatory School, St.
Joseph’s of Metuchen, St. Peter’s
Preparatory School and Union
Catholic Regional High School.

Holy Trinity Interparochial
School, a National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence in 2011, is a
pre-K through eighth grade paro-
chial school, operating from two
campuses in Mountainside and West-
field. As a Middle States Accredited
school, it is run under the auspices
of the Newark Archdiocesan School
System.

For more information on enrolling
a child, email office-wc@htisnj.com
or call (908) 233-0484.

SP-F 2013-2014 School Year
Back to School Information
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -

All eight of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Public Schools had a smooth
and welcoming opening on Septem-
ber 9.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Pub-
lic Schools welcomed 39 new teach-
ers and one new school nurse (for
Terrill Middle School) for the 2013-
2014 school-year. A New Teacher
Orientation was held on August 28
and 29. Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes, Assistant Superin-
tendent for Curriculum, Instruction
and Technology Joan Mast, Board
of Education President Trip
Whitehouse and Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Education Association
(SPFEA) President Dominick
Giordano joined district principals
and supervisors in greeting the exu-
berant group.

In addition to meetings with build-
ing principals and content area su-
pervisors, professional development
and orientation for the teachers in-
cluded topics such as: Preparing for
the First Day of School, Bullying
Awareness and HIB introduction,
Working with Special Needs Stu-
dents, District Technology Overview
and an introduction to Professional
Learning Communities.

All district staff members returned
on September 3 for a Professional
Development Day. Workshops in-
clude developing Student Growth
Objectives to support the Depart-
ment of Education’s New Jersey
School Performance parameters. The
Opening Convocation was held on
September 4 at Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School. Guest speaker,
Daisy Yarbrough, provided a pre-
sentation on the Danielson
Teachscape™ Teacher Evaluation
Model.

Following the convocation, staff
members proceeded to their home
schools for individual meetings and
workshops with their principals and
the content area supervisors.

The district welcomed the follow-
ing new administrators for the 2013-
2014 school year: Justin Fiory, Princi-
pal School One; Linda Edwards, Di-
rector of Student Services; Mridula
Bajaj, Supervisor of Science K-12;
Kathleen Rosander, Supervisor of
Special Programs

Summer Facilities Work: Business
Administrator Deborah Saridaki
worked closely with the Board Facili-
ties Committee, the Director of Build-
ings and Grounds and the entire Main-
tenance Department throughout the
summer.

The completion of the following
summer facilities projects was re-
ported: Installation of eight new HVAC
units at the high school, replacing
non-functioning heating and air con-
ditioning units. This completes the
first phase of a three-year plan to ulti-
mately install 17 HVAC units at the
high school. Additionally, two HVAC
units  were installed to provide air-
conditioning for the high school caf-
eteria; Terrill Middle School and high
school cafeteria serving lines were
replaced; Completed phase two of the
high school boys’ locker room reno-
vation; Asbestos remediation of floor
tiles at Brunner, McGinn and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS); Asbestos covered hot water
tank removed from Park Middle
School; New exterior doors -and
where required windows - were in-
stalled at McGinn, Coles, Brunner,
Terrill Middle School and the Board
of Education Office; A utility pole
was installed at Evergreen School
to increase outdoor lighting at the
turn-around circle in the front of
the school; Thirty-nine new doors
were installed for science class-
rooms at SPFHS; New flooring was
installed in the girls’ locker room at
SPFHS and also in the adjoining
office for coaches; New audio sys-
tems were installed in ten class-
rooms at Terrill.

Technology Update
The classroom LCD projector ini-

tiative moved forward with the in-
stallation of 60 additional LCD pro-
jectors and middle school wireless
networks were upgraded.

The Technology Department con-
verted the student information sys-
tem to Power School™ and con-
ducted training in August for ad-
ministrators and secretaries on this
new platform. In addition to serving
as a platform for students and staff

WELCOME BACK…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Media Specialist John Lohn reads
to students at McGinn Elementary School as students get back in the swing of
things.

Photo courtesy of Ben Hider
GRAND OPENING…Newmark Education celebrates the Grand Opening and
Ribbon Cutting of their new-state-of-the-art educational facility serving the
special needs community in New Jersey on September 13. Pictured, right to left,
are: Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover; Newmark Executive Directors Cynthia
Allman and Dr. Regina M. Peter and Capital Campaign Co-Chairs Alison and
Duncan Niederauer.

Ryan Halligan

PINK OUT…The Westfield High School Girls’ Volleyball team received the
“Teens for the Cure” Award from Susan G. Komen of North Jersey at an
appreciation dinner on September 11. The team was thanked for its fundraising
efforts toward breast cancer research and awareness. Current seniors on the
Westfield High School volleyball team who attended the awards dinner pictured,
left to right, are: Emma Lorenzo, Tara Smith, Sophia Shiffman, Anna Labrozzi,
co-captain ‘Kayla Rodrigues, Co-captain Elena Scarano, Angela Dorry, and
Ashley Black.

attendance, academic records and
teacher gradebooks, this system will
provide a variety of tools that school
administrative staff can use to share
information effectively with stu-
dents, parents and staff members.
As all teachers become trained on
the Power Teacher Gradebook, in-
creased connectivity and communi-
cation between students, parents and
teachers is anticipated.

Special Programs
Under the direction of Kathleen

Rosander, our new Supervisor of
Special Programs, the preschool pro-
gram continues to provide services
for early childhood intervention in a
cost effective manner. Tuition is be-
ing maintained at the rate of $3,100
and tuition does not apply to classi-
fied and at-risk students. The pre-K
program is being held this year at
Brunner, Coles, Evergreen and
School One.

Contracts/Negotiations
At the August 29 Board Meeting,

the Board approved a Memorandum
of Agreement with the Teamsters
Local 105. Board Negotiations Team
Member David Gorbunoff reported
that the process was “pleasant and
professional”. He further provided
some highlights of the settlement
including: a 2 percent salary increase
for each of the three-years of the
contract; vacation time to be taken
during the summer; definition of sick
time; two additional uniforms pro-
vided; and health plan revisions
aligned with the current SPFEA Con-
tract.

In addition, the Board anticipates
a mutually developed side-bar agree-
ment with the SPFEA to address
language in the contract that is in
conflict with new laws regarding
teacher evaluation and to align with
the Danielson Teachscape Model
adopted by our district in accor-
dance with Department of Educa-
tion mandates that a model be in
place by September 2013.

Calendar Information
For a complete calendar of school

events for the 2013-2014 school year,
as well as a calendar of athletic com-
petitions, visit the district website at
www.spfk12.org.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490

All types of electrical work and repairs
for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,
cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

Generators
Whole House Generators

Probitas Verus Honos

Wardlaw-Hartridge Welcomes
New Middle School Head

WELCOME ABOARD… New Middle School Head at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, Maggie Granados of Montclair, right, meets with middle school
parents Renee Payami of Scotch Plains, left, and Jennifer Schildge of Westfield
at the welcome reception on September 10.

EDISON — Maggie Granados of
Montclair, the new Middle School
Head at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, enjoyed the op-
portunity to meet and greet Middle
School parents at a welcome recep-
tion on September 10 in the
Oakwood Room.

Mrs. Granados spoke briefly
about her professional career and
the path that led her to The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School. Mrs. Granados
most recently served as Head of
School at Montclair Cooperative
School, a private K-8 institution in
Montclair. She has also been Head
of Lower School at The Shipley

School in Bryan Mawr, Pa. and The
Berkeley Carroll School in Brook-
lyn, N.Y.

After the introduction, Mrs.
Granados opened the floor for a
question and answer session. Mrs.
Granados reminded parents to com-
municate with their children’s
teachers and advisors and not to
hesitate contacting her. She also
shared the Middle School motto for
the year: “We’re going to do our
best work and be our best selves.”

WHS Girls’ Volleyball Earns
‘Teens for the Cure’ Award

WESTFIELD — The Westfield High
School Girls’ Volleyball team received
the “Teens for the Cure” Award by
Susan G. Komen of North Jersey at an
appreciation dinner on September 11.

The team’s “Pink Out,” which is a
volleyball game turned into a fundraiser,
raised $20,000 this year for breast can-
cer research and awareness.

The team was inspired to begin the
tradition when their coach, Bev Torok,
was diagnosed with the disease. Ms.
Torok continues to coach the team and
was also in attendance at the award
ceremony.

“On behalf of the Westfield Volley-
ball teams, we would like to thank
Susan G. Komen, North Chapter for
recognizing our efforts to make a dif-
ference through awareness and
fundraising in order to find a Cure of
Breast Cancer in our lifetime,” stated
Ms. Torok. “The Westfield commu-
nity has been a big part of our success
through donations at our Pink Out
event. Our team parents make this
event happen by giving selflessly of
their time to decorate, bake, follow up
with phone calls and pickups and or-
ganize the night. The players solicit
prizes, design the t-shirts and work to
get funds donated.”

This year Pink Out will be held in
the Westfield High School gym on
Friday, October 11, when the team
will compete against Watchung Hills
girls volleyball. The freshmen team
will start the event at 4 p.m., the JV
play at 5:30, the serving contest is
next, and then the Varsity plays at 7
p.m. There will be food and tricky tray
prizes and t-shirts for sale.

“Some of the girls have remarked
about how this evening is the high-
light of their volleyball career,” re-
called Ms. Torok. “We hope to see a
large turnout.”

Current seniors on the Westfield
High School volleyball team who at-
tended the awards dinner are Emma
Lorenzo, Tara Smith, Sophia Shiffman,
Anna Labrozzi, ‘Kayla Rodrigues co-
captain, Elena Scarano co-captain,
Angela Dorry, and Ashley Black. The
varsity team also is comprised of West-
field High School students Megan
Mondon, Olivia Manning, Kaelyn
Heard, Samantha Nigro, Leigh
Scarano, Lizzy Sottung, and Olivia
Meyer. In addition to varsity coach
Bev Torok, junior varsity Coach Sara
(Soriente) Liptack, and freshmen coach
Josh Haimann also were in attendance
at the awards presentation.

Back to School Nights

 SPFHS
 Thursday, September 26

Middle Schools
Wednesday, October 2

 Elementary Schools
Thursday, October 3

***
Special Note: Scotch Plains

Police Chief Brian Mahoney en-
courages all families to register
for the Township’s new alert
system.

Visit scotchplainspolice.org
and follow the link to the Glo-
bal Connect System to register
or read a detailed description of
the new system.
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