
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 19, 2013 Page 5

The Diversity, The Melting Pot
That Is The United States

We know that there is no place like
home.

Wander the world. See the great
sights. Glory in the history of civili-
zation in this or that country.

But there is no country like the
United States of America! Shed a tear
upon that first view of the Statue of
Liberty as the passenger liner pulls
into good old New York City. What is
a more beautiful sight?

From the majestic redwoods to the
rocky coast of Maine, from the roll-
ing prairie to the glistening beaches,
from hamlet to great city, there is so
much about America to love.

And more than that, to love the
people who in their enormous diver-
sity are the quilt, the melting pot that
is the United States of America.

By various standards the country is
not an old country, but its constitu-
tional system of governance has
outlasted empires. And the political
stability is the envy of the world.

The torch of freedom and liberty
burns bright even in the darkest hour.

Problems? What country now or in
the past has not had them? But what
distinguishes the United States of
America is the bright optimism, that

can do spirit, the new frontiers of
thought.

There are the naysayers and the
cynics.

But America has not come this far
because it is made of sugar candy.
There is the rock solid foundation.

Here is the true citadel of democ-
racy where “We the People” (the first
three words of the United States Con-
stitution) means a whole lot. A semi-
nal idea way back in 1787 when the
precious document was agreed to by
the delegates to the Constitutional
Convention and a seminal idea in the
years to come all over the globe.

We are not a land of palaces but of
log cabins. Not of kings but of elected
officials. Not of knighted titles but of
Mr. or Mrs. or Ms. Citizen.

With the vast endowment of natu-
ral resources and the drive and en-
ergy and creativity of its people,
America’s best days have never ended
and never will.

“And the Star-Spangled Banner in
triumph shall wave,

O’er the land of the free and the
home of the brave.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Letters to the Editor Let’s Help the Environment While
We Save the Taxpayers’ Money

Telling Him How to Vote, No One
Wants a ‘Freeholder-In-Training’

The surprise resignation of Free-
holder Sullivan has left a vacant seat
on the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders. The likely replace-
ment is Sergio Granados. Mr.
Granados was selected by his party to
replace Sullivan who planned to re-
tire from the Freeholder Board at the
end of this year. What Mr. Granados
lacks are the qualifications and expe-
rience to sit on the board. Yet, he was
selected from amongst all the quali-
fied Democrats in Union County.

According to his online bio, he is
currently a health specialist “trainee”
for the City of Elizabeth’s Health and
Human Services Department and a
recent college graduate, making him
a political neophyte. He touts his
experience as president of Portugal
Day Committee as experience enough
to govern the 500,000 plus residents
and manage the nearly $500,000,000
county budget.

Freeholder Sullivan, the outgoing
freeholder, rejected the idea
Granados’ inexperience would be a
factor in his ability to make decisions
on behalf of residents. “There are
nine freeholders and there’s a ton of
experience on that board so there’s
plenty of room for a young man to
come up and learn things,” Sullivan
said in a February 24 article online in
The Star-Ledger.

What Mr. Sullivan is really saying
is that there will be eight other board
members to tell Mr. Granados, if
elected, what to say and how to vote.
Beside his lack of qualifications and
work experience, he is the least edu-
cated amongst all the candidates.
Union County residents expect their
elected officials to have core capa-
bilities and not receive on-the-job
training. No one wants a Freeholder-
In-Training.

So you have to ask yourself why
him? He has only one real qualifica-
tion, demographics. Mr. Granados is
staying close to home in Elizabeth
during his campaign as noted in the
Spanish language paper, La Voz,
which has labeled him the “candidito
Hispano,”the Hispanic candidate.

Rober Muñoz (R), New Providence
Borough Councilman, said, “As a
candidate for public office myself, I
would prefer to be elected and appre-
ciated for my experience, character
and record of public service rather
than my nationality, ethnic or racial
background. Union County is a di-
verse county with diverse problems.

We are going to need qualified people
to tackle those problems. The biggest
problem right now with the county is
its spending. The western part of the
county has been seeing county tax
increases of astronomical propor-
tions.”

A recent Gallup Poll shows His-
panics of all ages in the U.S. today
are more than twice as likely to iden-
tify with or lean to the Democratic
Party rather than the Republican Party.
However, younger Hispanics are
prone to be independent, and are more
likely to identify with or lean toward
the Republican Party, compared with
older Hispanics.

“As a self-identifying Hispanic, and
an active Republican, I find that an
increasing amount of Hispanics are
embracing the Republican message,”
said Elizabeth Baamonde, Union
County Young Republicans chair-
woman. Joe Aziz, vice-chairman of
the Union County Young Republi-
cans further stated, “Limited govern-
ment, in addition to job creation, are
issues that members of all ethnicities
can embrace. Ultimately, I think that
our progress and growth in the His-
panic community is extremely en-
couraging,”

In August, Governor Christie
picked up the endorsement of more
than 100 individual Latino business
owners, including the head of the
state Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
indicating that the Hispanic commu-
nity doesn’t vote along a single party
line.

For the record, I challenge Mr.
Granados to serve the public solely
based on his lack of qualification,
experience and public service and
not his ethnic background. I do fault
the Democrats for not giving enough
credit to the Hispanic community
and the voting public in general to
vote for a qualified candidate as op-
posed to checking the demographic
box candidate.

Marc Krauss (R)
Candidate for Freeholder

Westfield’s Mayor should be a frugal
steward of the taxpayers’ money. One
way we could and should save taxpayer
dollars is through an energy audit of our
municipal facilities and operations. I
have advocated doing this for several
years, including in 2010 when we were
offered a free audit. But even when it is
completely free, our present Mayor re-
fuses to do an energy audit.

For many years, New Jersey has of-
fered to pay any municipality wanting
to do an energy audit 75 percent to 100
percent of the cost of doing so. Most
experts believe that an audit would pay
for itself even if the town had to foot the
entire bill rather than just 25 percent of
the expense. I have looked at the results
of the energy audits of six towns similar
to Westfield, and found this to be true
because in each and every one of these
towns the recommended actions sig-
nificantly reduced the towns’ energy
costs from the very first year of imple-
mentation.

In 2010 we could have done an en-
ergy audit for free, but our town’s gov-
ernment still didn’t want to do it. That
year the federal government was offer-
ing $10,000 in matching funds to any
municipality in New Jersey, like
Westfield, which had never before par-
ticipated in any of the state’s energy
savings programs. That could have pro-
vided us with the matching funds for a
guaranteed free audit. Alternatively, that
money could have been parlayed into a
free $50,000 in energy savings equip-
ment under another of the state’s en-

ergy programs. Westfield’s Mayor ap-
plied for neither. Over 95 percent of the
eligible communities accepted the
money, leaving Westfield in the bottom
5 percent of municipalities in the state
to have never participated in any of the
state-sponsored energy saving pro-
grams.

As a councilman, I asked several
times to have the finance committee
look into the energy audit if solely from
a financial perspective and was turned
down. I was told the Mayor’s “Green
Team” was looking into a variety of
programs around energy savings. Since
the “Green Team” or the Mayor has
never reported to the Council about the
“Green Team’s” activities or conclu-
sions and because the “Green Team”
doesn’t publish minutes of its meet-
ings, neither the public nor I have any
idea why Westfield’s Mayor would not
want a completely free energy audit.

I can’t understand why our present
Mayor would not want to save the envi-
ronment and at the same time save the
taxpayers’ money by conducting a free
energy audit. But his refusal is out of
touch with what Westfield’s residents
want to see from our town government.

If elected your Mayor, I pledge to get
Westfield an energy audit. I ask for your
vote in November. To find out more
about my campaign go to our Facebook
page, https://www.facebook.com/
Davehaas4mayor, or our website,
www.davehaas4mayor.com.

Councilman David Haas (D)
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

LD-20 Assembly Candidate Hackett
Slams Buono for Race-Baiting

Assembly Candidate Christopher
Hackett (Union) slammed gubernato-
rial candidate Barbara Buono’s unveil-
ing Monday of her “Hispanic agenda”
as race-baiting and vote pandering, say-
ing that her ideas are “nothing new”
and going as far as to call them demean-
ing to the Hispanic community.

Hackett, whose mother is a first
generation immigrant from the Do-
minican Republic, called Buono’s
words “hollow” and said that the
Democratic Party does little to actu-
ally help Hispanics and instead just
panders to them for votes.

“I don’t want to see politicians say
that they need to raise the minimum
wage in order to help Hispanics,” Mr.
Hackett said. “I want to see someone
with real ideas on how to help get
more of us off of the minimum wage.”

Mr. Hackett says the idea that the
Hispanic community’s issues only ex-
ist at the bottom of the economic lad-
der is stereotypical and demeaning,
and perpetuates the notion that they
need the government to bail them out
of their problems.

“Hispanics are business owners and
CEOs, shift-workers and scientists.
Every Hispanic is an individual with
their own issues. What Mrs. Buono is
doing is race-baiting, and all it does is
zoom in on an ethnicity and perpetu-

ate a stereotype for the sake of getting
votes.”

“What government needs to do is
get out of our way and make sure our
economy is in the right place,” he
concluded. “Part of that is reducing
taxes and wasteful spending. That is
something that will help all New Jer-
sey residents, not just Hispanics.”

While Mr. Hackett acknowledged
that there are many Hispanics on the
minimum wage, he insisted that going
back to the Democratic Party of four
years ago is not the solution. Using
District 20 as an example, currently
represented by his opponents Assem-
blyman Joe Cryan and Assembly-
woman Annette Quijano, he says that
the lives of Hispanics have not gotten
any better under the “old-school”
Democrats. District 20 includes Eliza-
beth, which has a large and prosper-
ous Hispanic community.

“Increasing the minimum wage is a
band-aid solution to a much deeper
problem, and it isn’t a problem that can
be fixed by electing people who look at
Hispanics as a vote machine. We are an
increasingly large voting bloc made up
of individuals that represent all walks
of life. It is time that our politicians
began treating us as such.”

LD-20 includes Union, Hillside,
Roselle and Elizabeth.

Medical Marijuana Approved for
Critically Ill Children

With revisions, Governor Chris Christie
last week signed into law a bill that eases
some barriers that have kept critically ill
children from participating in New
Jersey’s medical marijuana program.

The Legislature sent the Governor a
bill in June that would have reduced the
number of doctors needed to recom-
mend a minor’s participation from at
least two to one. The bill also permitted
the state’s sanctioned marijuana grow-
ers to produce as many strains of the
drug as they wanted to cultivate, and
offer edible products that children would
find easy to consume.

Goverrnor Christie insisted that at
least two physicians — a pediatrician
and a psychiatrist — sign off on a
child’s marijuana use, and vetoed that
aspect of the bill. He let stand the other
two provisions that lifted a three-strain
limit on the kinds of marijuana grown
and allowed the sale of edible products
— but to pediatric patients only.

The Assembly voted to accept the
Governor’s changes. The Senate ap-
proved the revised bill August 19. Gov.
Christie’s signature was the last proce-
dural step to change the law.

“I’m pleased the Legislature accepted
my recommendations so that suffering
children can get the treatment they need.
I’ve said all along that protection of our
children remains my utmost concern,
and this new law will help sick kids
access the program while also keeping
in place appropriate safeguards,” Gov.
Christie said in a statement. “Parents,
not government regulators, are best
suited to decide how to care for their
children, and this law advances that
important principle.”

Asw. Linda Stender (Scotch Plains)
and Sen. Nicholas Scutari (Linden) in-
troduced (S-2842) after a story in The
Star-Ledger in May described a toddler
from Scotch Plains who qualified for
the program because of a severe seizure
disorder the rules made participation
nearly impossible. Vivian Wilson’s neu-
rologist recommended her for the pro-
gram, but her parents could not find a
pediatrician and psychiatrist willing to
sign on. The ban on edible pot products
and the three-strain limit also stood in
the way of the Wilsons obtaining a rare
strain produced in Colorado that re-
duced seizures.

goleader.com/
subscribe


