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Clark Teen Pleads Guilty
To Faking Own Abduction

CLARK — The Clark teenager
whose disappearance sparked an in-
tensive search last year has admitted
to using social media to make it ap-
pear that she had been abducted and
later lying about it to investigators,
acting Union County Prosecutor Grace
H. Park announced last Thursday.

Kara Alongi pleaded guilty before
state Superior Court Judge Robert
Kirsch to a third-degree charge of cre-
ating a false public alarm and a fourth-
degree charge of making false reports
to law enforcement authorities. Under
the terms of a plea agreement, she
received a disposition of 12 months of
probation, a six-month suspension of
driver’s license, $2,000 restitution and
40 hours of community service.

The teen vanished on the evening
of September 30, 2012, around the
same time she posted a message on
Twitter indicating that someone was
in her home and imploring her online
followers to call 911, according to
the prosecutor’s office. Detectives
quickly uncovered evidence contra-
dicting that account, however, and
the case subsequently was investi-
gated as a report of a missing person.

Local investigators fielded thou-
sands of phone calls as Alongi’s dis-
appearance made international head-
lines, and she was found unharmed at
a New Jersey Turnpike service area
two days after she went missing.

Alongi subsequently told the Clark
Police Department, the Union County

Prosecutor’s Office and New Jersey
State Police that an unknown male
entered her home on the night she
disappeared and ordered her to pack
some belongings and leave the area,
according to authorities. She further
claimed she had no memory of the
following 46 hours, stating that she
awoke in an unknown residence sur-
rounded by three males, including
her alleged abductor. In the nine-
month investigation that followed,
authorities used phone records, inter-
views, video surveillance footage and
other evidence to prove that Alongi
left her home on her own accord and
was never in danger, spending time in
various locations in New York, New
Jersey and Maryland during the time
she was missing.

“This was a calculated act,” said
Union County Assistant Prosecutor
Susan J. Gleason, who prosecuted
the case. “And the response to this
false alarm represented countless man
hours on the part of investigators.”

Judge Kirsch directed Alongi to
serve 20 hours of community service
at the Elizabeth Police Department
and 20 hours at the Elizabeth Fire
Department in order to achieve a full
understanding of the challenges faced
by law enforcement and the effect
false reports can potentially have on
day-to-day operations.

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION...Westfield Democratic Mayoral candidate David
Haas has been attending coffees with Westfield residents to speak about their
concerns and the direction they feel Westfield should be taking in the future.
Recently, he met with local residents and discussed topics they felt were impor-
tant.  Topics included bolstering the Westfield Fire Department, the recently
purchased command center, parking in and around town, bike lanes, shared
services, the light on Central Avenue and the proposed one-seat NJ Transit ride
to New York.  Pictured, clockwise, are: Mr. Haas, Leslie Wallant Langer, Bridget
Andersen, Pat Marvosa and Jennifer Buurma.

County Asked to Support
PSE&G’s Energy Strong Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders were
asked last week to give their support
to PSE&G’s Energy Strong initia-
tive, a 10-year, $3.9-billion program
aimed at upgrading and protecting
the utility’s natural gas and electrical
infrastructure from future storms like
Hurricanes Irene and Sandy.

Eileen Leahey, regional public af-
fairs manager for PSE&G, said the
program also includes reinforcement
of the utility’s distribution system.
She said $2.6 billion of the $3.9 bil-
lion would be spent in the first five
years. A total of $298 million would
be spent in Union County, impacting
215,000 PSE&G customers.

“This investment would harden the
infrastructure and help safeguard our
customers and communities,” she said.

The program includes steps to protect
electrical and gas facilities from flood-
ing such as constructing walls around
substations or rebuilding, lifting facili-
ties off the ground or relocating them.

Ms. Leahy said the utility has identi-
fied the Rahway, Cranford and Bayway
substations as needing improvements
from potential flooding from future
storms. The three substations collec-
tively serve 10 towns. In addition, the
Linden switching station feeds nine
substations in Union County, as well as
the Merck substation. Ms. Leahy said
the number of outage hours that oc-
curred during Hurricane Sandy would
have been reduced 39 percent had the
protections as part of Energy Strong
been in place.Energy Strong also in-
cludes expansion of PSE&G smart
grid technologies, strengthening of
utility poles and moving some over-
head lines underground.

Ms. Leahy said customers’ utility
bills would remain stable during the
infrastructure upgrade based on the
fact that three charges dating back to
energy deregulation in 1999 will be
coming off bills. One of the charges
will come off bills in 2014 with the
remaining two coming off in 2016. In
addition, Ms. Leahy said gas prices
are at an all-time low and the cost of
borrowing capital is low at this time,
factors that also would help stabilize
utility bills from costs associated with
the Energy Strong initiative.

As of last week, five counties and
67 towns, including 13 from Union
County, have passed resolutions sup-
porting Energy Strong. The New Jer-
sey Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
has scheduled three public hearings

on PSE&G’s proposal. The hearings
began September 16 at Essex County
College. The other hearings are to-
night, September 19, at the Middlesex
County Administration Building, Free-
holders Meeting Room, J.F. Kennedy
Square in New Brunswick, and Mon-
day, October 7, at the Cherry Hill
Municipal Building, 820 Mercer
Street, Cherry Hill.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
asked when the infrastructure improve-
ments are expected to begin in Union
County. Ms. Leahy said while no time
table has been set, the utility would be
working with the freeholder board on
discussing which approach would be
used for county substations.

Freeholder Mirabella said he was
hopeful that JCP&L would imple-
ment the same type of infrastructure
improvements for its Union County
customers as PSE&G is planning.

In other business, Armando
Sanchez, director of golf operations,
told the board that revenues through
August 31 are $4.2 million for the
county’s golf operations, which is
$100,000 over what was budgeted.
Revenues for the first eight months of
2012 were $3.5 million. He said the
majority of new revenue is from the
new food and beverage operation,
which includes a new restaurant and
banquet facility at the Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth. He said
that facility has generated $789,000 in
revenue to date. Another $313,000 in
revenue is pre-booked at the banquet
facility for the remainder of 2013. Mr.
Sanchez expects the golf operations to
exceed the $5.6 million in revenues
that was budgeted. Operating costs
are expected to be $5.3 million.

“So we are going to beat our rev-
enue (projections), but we are going
to come in at budget for our operating
expenses,” he said. He added that
almost $900,000 in banquet events
has been booked for 2014.

Among the resolutions considered
by the board for tonight’s regular
meeting agenda is $682,546 for the
renovation of a restroom facility and
a new water park at Warinanco Park.
Ron Zuber, director of the Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal, said the restroom facility dates
back to 1925 and sustained damage
during Hurricane Sandy.The board
also is expected to vote to approve
Fanwood’s request on its option for a
fourth year per the borough’s shared-
services agreement with the county’s
dispatch center service in Westfield
at $81,600.

See More gov. news on Page 17

CAMPAIGN  STRATEGY...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and third ward
council candidate David Oliveira recently met with Westfield High School
students assisting with their campaign efforts. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Alex Palatucci, Jack Ciarrocca, Joe Stokes, Jake Wasserman, Mayor Skibitsky,
Councilman Della Fera, Councilman Mark LoGrippo, council candidate David
Oliveira, and Dan Savickas.
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TEAM REPUBLICAN... Pictured, from left to right, Scotch Plains Republican
Committeman Tom Strowe, Union County Young Republican Chairwoman
Elizabeth Baamonde, Union County Young Republican Vice-Chairman Joe
Aziz, Young Republican Brian Riordan, and Freeholder candidate Ira Geiger
attend a rally for United States Senate candidate Steve Lonegan last Friday.

Christie, Buono Camps OK
First, Not 2nd Debate Date

Barbecue Fundraiser
Scheduled for Mathieu

GARWOOD — The public is in-
vited to a barbecue for the re-election
of Garwood Councilman Jim Mathieu
to be held Saturday, September 28,
from 3 to 6 p.m. at 324 Pine Avenue
in Garwood.

Those who wish to attend re asked
to RSVP by Monday, September 23,
to Liz Mathieu at (908) 812-1895 or
jimmathieu71@gmail.com. The sug-
gested donation is $25 per person or
$45 per couple. Please make all
checks payable to Jim Mathieu for
Council and mail them to 335 Hazel
Avenie, Garwood, N.J. 07027.

www.goleader.com

STATE – The Christie for Gover-
nor campaign has announced that it
has accepted the opportunity to par-
ticipate in debates offered by Will-
iam Paterson and Montclair State
Universities, the two gubernatorial
debate sponsors, and Kean Univer-
sity, the lieutenant governor debate
sponsor.

“We eagerly accept the three dates
offered by the three debate sponsors
and hosts this fall,” Christie for Gov-
ernor Campaign Manager Bill Stepien
said. “We look forward to a vigorous
exchange of ideas that will continue
to underscore with voters that Gover-
nor Christie and Lt. Governor (Kim)
Guadagno represent the type of strong
leadership to keep moving New Jer-
sey forward.”

The respective dates for the guber-
natorial debates at William Paterson
and Montclair State Universities are
Tuesday, October 8, and Tuesday,
October 15, and Friday, October 11,
for the Lt. Governor debate at Kean
University.

The Buono for Governor campaign
has agreed to the first gubernatorial
and the lieutenant gubernatorial de-
bates but not the second gubernato-
rial debate.

The campaign first gubernatorial
debate, sponsored by the CBS affili-
ate in New York (WCBS-TV), The
Record, Gannett NJ newspapers and

William Paterson, will be held Octo-
ber 8 at 7 p.m. at William Paterson.
The lieutenant gubernatorial debate,
sponsored by News 12 New Jersey
and Kean University, will be held
October at Kean State University.

“Senator Buono looks forward to a
robust debate that offers New Jersey’s
electorate an opportunity to under-
stand the stark differences on the
issues,” Campaign Manager Jonathan
Ducote said. “However, we have not
agreed to a date for the second guber-
natorial debate and will continue to
work to find a solution that serves the
best interests of the public.”

“We urge the New Jersey Election
Law Enforcement Commission to
require Montclair State University to
hold the debate on October 22nd, as
originally proposed; require the de-
bate to be held at some other time
between October 17th and October
25th; or to select an alternate debate
sponsor who will hold the debate on
a date that complies with the statute
without diminishing outreach to the
voting public,” Mr. Ducote said.

The Buono  Campaign wants the
second debate hekd after the special
United States Senator election on
Wednesday, October 16.

Woman’s Son Charged With
Siphoning $170,000 From IRA Fund
SPRINGFIELD — A Wisconsin

man has been charged with siphon-
ing more than $170,000 out of his
widowed mother’s individual retire-
ment account fund over the course of
about seven years, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced on Tuesday.

Robert Blabolil, formerly of
Fanwood, is charged with second-
degree theft. He was arrested late last
week when he appeared in court as
the defendant in an unrelated civil
matter.

Blabolil’s father died in 2001, leav-
ing his widow, a Springfield resident,

the retirement fund in question, ac-
cording to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Ann Rubin, who is pros-
ecuting the case. Blabolil ultimately
gained control over the account, using
it to pay himself tens of thousands of
dollars in checks and to make large
deposits in an account controlled by
his wife and an investment account of
his own, Ms. Rubin said. The alleged
thefts took place from September 2005
through August 2012, according to
the investigation.

State Superior Court Judge Tho-
mas J. Walsh set bail at $75,000 with
no cash option.

Christie Signs Eminent
Domain Legislation

TRENTON — Bipartisan legisla-
tion that clarifies the use of eminent
domain by a municipality has been
signed into law by Governor Chris
Christie. Under the bill,  a municipality
may invoke eminent domain if an area
is determined to be in need of redevel-
opment and after the municipality fol-
lows established criteria in making such
a determination. The town may offer
long-term tax abatements to develop-
ers regardless of whether or not emi-
nent domain was needed in order to
undertake the redevelopment project.
The bill was sponsored by Asw. Nancy
Munoz (R-21, Summit).


