
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 10 Thursday, September 19, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

1600 Martine Ave • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-889-1600, Ext. 302 • www.unioncatholic.org

OPEN HOUSE • OCTOBER 3RD • 7:00PM

Photo courtesy of Renee Payami
SUN AND FUN...The Payami children of Scotch Plains go incognito as they enjoy
the sun and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while visiting Ocean City, Md.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON YOUR MARK…Children dart across the starting line in the Walk/5K for
Mom in memory of Charlotte Dursee held Sunday in Nomahegan Park in
Cranford. Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit Holy Trinity Interparochial
School’s “Bridge the Gap Fund.”

Photo courtesy of Debbie Kaplan
SUMMER CRUISING...Mark, Debbie, Dori and Zack Kaplan of Westfield
brought The Westfield Leader to Bass Harbor, Me. as they set to board the R.L.
Gott for an island cruise this summer.

Photo courtesy of David Williams
TWIN TOWERS...Spotlights can be seen from Bayonne on September 10
replacing the void left by the destruction of the World Trade Centers.

“It really opens up the opportunity to
consider additional cost savings by
merging other departments. If we can
make this work, we can make anything
work,” Mr. Beckerman said.

The councilman also addressed the
township-owned Scotch Hills Country
Club. He said the council reallocated
unspent monies from a previous bond
ordinance to fund a historical restora-
tion study of the facility.

“It is unfortunate that previous ad-
ministrations chose to kind of ignore it
and allow it to fall into disrepair,” he
said, noting that at one point there was
a plan to demolish the building. “It
would be an absolute shame to even
consider such a thing,” he said.

Scotch Hills was the home of John
Shippen, the first American pro golfer,
who lived on the second floor of the
building. He said Ella Fitzgerald, Cab
Callaway and Duke Ellington all had
performed at the facility. Mr.
Beckerman said he would like Scotch
Hills to host jazz performances in the
future such as by the Moonglowers
band from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

“The building was originally a farm-
house; it was originally built in the
1700s,” he said. “What we’ve allowed
happen to this gem in the middle of
Scotch Plains is a shame.”

Likewise, he said past administra-
tions could not “get their act together”
to convert the former Terry Lou Zoo
property on Raritan Road into a passive
park.

On the municipal budget, the coun-
cilman said he was happy with the
council’s effort in holding the munici-
pal portion of property taxes to a 1.26-
percent increase over last year. He said
that is the lowest township tax increase
in the last 10 years. “We are very proud
of that,” he said. He said a police merger
could result in a municipal tax de-
crease. “There are very little discre-
tionary opportunities for us to deal with
(in the municipal budget). It is incum-
bent upon us to manage the town’s
money as best we can and keep the
taxes as low as we can.”

On Mayor Kevin Glover’s, a Demo-
crat, recent endorsement of Republi-
can Governor Chris Christie, Mr.
Beckerman, the former chairman of
the Scotch Plains Democratic Com-
mittee, said, “I am very disappointed
in Kevin’s choice to endorse the Gov-
ernor, especially after all the Demo-
cratic support that Kevin received in
the last four elections. I was abso-
lutely stunned by his decision.”

Commenting on healthcare benefits
for council members, the councilman
said, “Do I believe the township should
be paying for the benefits? Certainly
not.” Council members are paid an
annual $6,000 stipend. Only Mayor
Glover currently receives health ben-
efits, a benefit that has been
grandfathered in the past few years.

Speaking on the township’s decline
in volunteer firefighters, Mr.
Beckerman said Scotch Plains’ ISO
rating has dropped.

“There are issues that we can fix
and some issues that we can’t fix,” he
said.

He said the biggest issue is increas-
ing the capacity of the township’s
water mains along with increasing the
number of volunteer firefighters. New
Jersey American Water is the local
water utility.

“They are having trouble attracting
people to this very noble public ser-
vice,” Mr. Beckerman said. “Some-
how we need to encourage people not
only to join the fire department, but
our good friends at the Scotch Plains
Volunteer Rescue Squad...need more
volunteers.”

“Any volunteers will certainly help
the situation,” he said. “It (ISO rating)
is certainly not any easy fix.” He said
increasing water main capacity is “a
rather ambitious project,” which he
said will cost American Water “mil-
lions of dollars.” He said the problem
is that there is an “insufficient water
supply coming through the center of
town.”

The councilman credited Mayor
Glover for taking a “proactive role” in
helping Portland Avenue residents
whose properties were “severely dam-
aged” by a 40-inch water main break
last year.

Mr. Beckerman said those with
homeowners insurance policies writ-
ten by an Insurance Services Office
(ISO) company will likely be im-
pacted. However, he said homeowner’s
policies covered by one of the many
Mutual Insurance Office (MIO) com-
panies should not be impacted. He
said it is more likely that increases in
MIO policies are related to damages
caused by Hurricane Irene and
Superstorm Sandy. “Our industry
saw two miserable years,” he said.

Commenting on the replacement
of professional service providers and
volunteers on township boards and
commissions, he said similar
changes were made when Demo-
crat Geri Samuel became mayor in
1998 and the following year when
Republican Martin Marks took over.
In those years the mayor was ap-
pointed by the council based on
which party controlled the govern-
ing body.

“The bottom line is we wanted to
bring in new professionals to get a
fresh perspective on issues in their
specific areas of expertise and as a
result...we believe we chose the
right people for the right jobs. We
were able to save money on many
of the replacements and were satis-
fied that we accomplished what we
set out to do,” Mr. Beckerman said.

The candidate said he would like
to see Scotch Plains offer transpor-
tation services, Meals on Wheels,
additional recreational opportuni-
ties and easy access to healthcare
so that the township remains af-
fordable and senior citizens can
continue to live in the township.
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Beckerman

ent districts.
Ms. Saridaki at the last BOE meeting

that there had been many residents that
had been receiving bus services for
their children that did not meet the state
requirement of living more than two
miles from a grammar or middle school
or over two-and-a-half miles from a
high school.

Late last spring it was announced at
a Board of Education meeting that the
bussing of students that did not meet
the state requirement, used by most of
the 21 Union County municipalities,
and would not continue within 2013-
2014 school year. Parents had also been
notified by letter at that time.

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Septem-
ber 19, at 7:30 p.m. in the administra-
tion building on Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.
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effort is ongoing. Ann Saltzman, a
committee member, said she has
identified three possibilities, but is
willing to research more founda-
tions online in an effort to find an
appropriate fit. Mr. Lange said that
Gina Genovese, of Courage to Con-
nect New Jersey, had recommended
a grant writer who charges by the
hour. The search is still in the initial
stages. Courage to Connect New
Jersey has offered to give the com-
mission $5,000 seed money to get
started.

Matthew Juckes of the
commission’s media committee
said he and Sara Dreikorn would
post information on Twitter and
Facebook, along with meeting min-
utes, to keep the public informed as
to the commission’s progress. Dan
McCarey, a commission member,
who was not in attendance, already
has a blog and also will post infor-
mation on it. The commission has a
website and its e-mail address is
FSPCSC@gmail.com.
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dren courageously battling cancer
also came forward in support of a
proclamation that September is
National Childhood Cancer Aware-
ness month.

Before adjourning the meeting,
the council went into executive ses-
sion to discuss personnel matters.
The council’s next agenda meeting
will be held on Tuesday, October 1,
at 7:30 p.m. at Borough Hall.
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grade the neighborhood surround-
ing the golf course. Rev. Kelmo
Porter of St. John’s Baptist Church
backed the effort as well.

It is hoped that the building, after
the repairs are made — will be able
to apply for designation as a his-
toric site by both state and federal
registries. Mayor Kevin Glover said
his vote in favor of the bond ordi-
nance was “personally, my proud-
est vote.” Councilman William
Vastine called the building a “gem”
and hoped a restored facility would
serve both “the community and the
broader community” as a place for
young artists to perform. In its hey-
day several decades ago, Shady Rest
hosted stars such as Duke Ellington,
Cab Calloway and Ella Fitzgerald.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
said the refurbishment had “the po-
tential to be an incredible project,”
and asked that efforts also be made
to set up an entity to accept private
donations for the building’s reha-
bilitation.

In other business, the council gave
its annual approval to an interlocal
agreement with Westfield regard-
ing the upcoming leaf pick-up pro-
gram under, which the two towns
will share sites for disposal of
leaves. The governing body also
approved a resolution authorizing a
$10,000 grant submission to Union
County for parks and facilities im-
provements.

A proclamation was also issued
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Scotch Plains Council
honoring former mayor Walter
Grote, who died last week. Several
members of his family, including
his wife, attended the meeting.

FW Planning Bd. Discusses
South Avenue Corridor

Courtesy of Colleen Mahr
ASSISTING FIREFIGHTERS...Fanwood Rescue Squad Emergency Technician
Ian Lewis performs rehab on resting firefighters at the Washington Avenue fire
on Sunday.

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD - At the agenda meet-
ing of September 16, Fanwood Plan-
ning Board discussed plans for the
South Avenue corridor project and
considered revising ordinances for
corner lot properties.

Planning Board President Dale
Flowers reported on observations
made by the zoning committee as
they recently walked along South
Avenue. The purpose of the walk
was to develop recommendations for
H2M, a group of architects, engi-
neers, and planners who are helping
the borough to craft development
plans for the South Avenue corridor.

The committee suggested that
H2M consider potential work on Old
South Avenue, which Mr. Flowers
noted has become “somewhat of a
driveway” for landscape and deliv-
ery trucks. Changes might allow the
Fanwood Liquor Store to face its
storefront onto South Avenue proper
and improve traffic flow. The com-
mittee also considered addressing
setback inconsistencies in the area
near Old South Avenue and the A&P.

The committee wondered whether
non-residential zoning might be
more appropriate for a residential
lot currently owned by Exxon, adja-
cent to Exxon’s property on the cor-
ner of South Avenue and La Grande,
said Mr. Flowers. He mentioned that
the borough recently sold property
on Terrill Road to Community Ac-
cess Unlimited, Inc., for a mixed-
use building that would serve devel-
opmentally-disabled community
members, and he counseled consid-
ering similarly creative potential uses
for different properties along South
Avenue.

Mr. Flowers was careful to point
out that these observations and sug-
gestions were initial steps in con-
sulting with H2M, rather than com-
mitted plans. He also stressed that
the borough does not intend to use
eminent domain to acquire proper-
ties on South Avenue, but seeks rather
to envision and articulate how the

area may develop over time, so as to
take advantage of opportunities as
they arise.

In other news, the planning board
approved an application by the
Budries family to replace their dete-
riorating slate patio with a wooden
deck. Noting that, as in the Budries’
case, the majority of cases coming
before the board are variances for
corner lot properties, attorney Rob-
ert Renaud suggested that the board
consider revising ordinances to make
corner lot variances less frequently
necessary. Planning board members
agreed that reconsidering what con-
stitutes a front-yard on corner lots in
some cases, such as generator ap-
plications, might be a worthwhile
way to cut red tape for residents.

The planning board’s Wednes-
day, September 25, meeting has
been cancelled and the next meet-
ing will be the agenda meeting on
Wednesday, October 16.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 13-17-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fan-
wood on September 17, 2013.  Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, NJ between the hours of 8 am to
4 pm, Monday through Friday.

This Ordinance amends Section 280.14,
of the Borough Code concerning off-street
parking fees.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on October 1, 2013
at 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
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