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Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN THEIR MEMORY...A member of the Scotch Plains Police Department lays
flowers on the September 11th Memorial in the Alan Augustine Village Green on
September 11 to remember the fallen, including Scotch Plains’ own Matthew
Horning, Mark Rothenberg and James Walsh.

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF...Incumbent state Legislative District 22 incumbents
Senator Nicholas Scutari, left, Assemblyman  Jerry Green and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender kick off their relection campaign last Thursday night at the
Italian-American Club in Scotch Plains.

Beckerman Sees Police Merger,
Budget As Biggest Issues for SP
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Councilman Lou Beckerman discussed
issues ranging from the municipal bud-
get to a reduction in volunteer
firefighters and subsequent drop in the
township’s Insurance Services Office
(ISO) rating during an interview with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last
Wednesday.

The owner of a general insurance
agency specializing in property and
casualty insurance, Mr. Beckerman was
appointed earlier this year to fill a seat
on the township council left vacant
when Kevin Glover was elected mayor.
The councilman is being challenged

by Republican Llewellyn Jones in the
race to fill the final year remaining on
Mr. Glover’s council term. The winner
will then run for a full, four-year term
in 2014.

A resident since 1979, Mr.
Beckerman sees the ongoing talks be-
tween Scotch Plains and neighboring
Fanwood to merge the two communi-
ties’ police departments as the biggest

issue in the campaign.
“We are working very diligently to

bring that to fruition,” he said, noting
that one of the goals is to save taxpayers
money while providing “improved ser-
vice in both communities.” He said the
towns hope to complete the merged
police department by the first quarter
of 2014. “That’s the goal,” he said.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Reports on the New School Year

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the begin-
ning of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting held last
Thursday, Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes gave a brief report on
the new school year for the district.

During her presentation, Ms. Hayes
noted that “enrollment remains stable,”
reporting that overall enrollment went
from 5,599 in the fall of 2012 to 5,559
in the current school year. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High school (SPFHS) gained
26 students while Terrill Middle School
lost 21 students.

It was also noted that there were
many technology updates including

the addition of 60 new LCD projectors
and an update to the main server. She
also stated that the middle school wire-
less networks were upgraded and that
the district has converted to the
PowerSchool system, which lets par-
ents access student grades and updates
from their own computer systems.

The superintendent reported that
Terrill received 10 new audio systems
and that the high school had 39 class-
room doors replaced. She further noted
that and that the high school’s boys
locker room was refurbished and that
the work was “completed by our own
maintenance staff.”

Other upgrades to the district were
reported as the installation of eight new

Heating Ventilation and Air Condition-
ing systems (HVAC) Units at the high
school with two additional units in-
stalled in the cafeteria, asbestos
remediation of floor tiles at Brunner
and McGinn Elementary Schools and
SPFHS, new exterior doors at McGinn,
Brunner and Coles Elementary School,
Terrill and the administration offices
and a new utility pole and outdoor
lights for the Evergreen Elementary
School circle.

Ms. Hayes also announced four new
additional administrative personnel for
the district. They include: Justin Fiory,
principal for School One; Mridula Bajaj,
supervisor of Science for K-12; Kate
Rosander, supervisor of special pro-
grams, and Linda Edwards, director of
special services.

She also announced that there were
curriculum reviews and updates in the
Language Arts Department to increase
an emphasis on research papers and
non-fiction resources, in the K-8 Math-
ematics program for sequencing guides
and assessing development, and in the
World Language Department in the
course syllabus for Advanced Place-
ment (AP) Spanish. She added that
there was also a new “Type to Learn”
initiative in the elementary schools.

Members of the Board of Education
heard complaints from many parents
for two hours on cut bus routes within
the district.

An update was made on these routes
by Business Administrator Deborah
Saridaki at the request of board mem-
ber Betty Anne Woerner.

Ms. Saridaki noted that bus routes
were re-instated to children who were
very “close to the two-mile mark.” Ms.
Hayes and Ms. Saridaki both noted that
the routes were not given to those chil-
dren that reside between one and five
miles or less of school.

Ms. Saridaki also noted that the policy
would be reviewed again for next year.
Ms. Woerner suggested the board at-
tain sample policies from many differ-
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SP-F Consolidation Group
Moving Forward on Study

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission held its second
official meeting last Wednesday
evening at the board of education
meeting room at the administration
building in Scotch Plains.

Commission Chairman Don
Parisi asked the commission for per-
mission for he and Vice-Chairman
Anthony Battista to open a bank
account at a bank still to be chosen.
The commission agreed to the re-
quest. Members also discussed
speaking with an insurance broker
to obtain a policy which would cover
any potential liability costs the com-
mission might incur.

Eugene McCarthy of the New Jer-
sey Department of Community Af-
fairs also attended the meeting as a
consultant. Mr. McCarthy corrected
The Times on the estimated cost of
implementation if the voters chose
to consolidate. The correct number,
he said, is $2.3 to $2.4 million.

The commission then discussed
Requests for Proposals (RFPs). The
commission wants to advertise for
someone who will do the study to
see if consolidation is feasible and
beneficial to both towns. Mr. Parisi
introduced Marc Pfeiffer of the Cen-
ter for Local Grant Research at
Rutgers University, who is willing,
on a voluntary basis, to oversee that
all of the commission’s RFPs meet
state compliance requirements.

Mr. McCarthy suggested the com-
mission hold a pre-submission in-
formation session for those consid-
ering submitting bids to do the study.
Mr. Parisi said he would like to
have the pre-submission meeting
on the afternoon of the next meet-
ing, which is scheduled for Wednes-
day, October 9, possibly around 4
p.m. The regular meeting will take
place at 7 p.m. at Evergreen School.

Funding Committee Chairman
Fred Lange said the search for a
foundation, which might be inter-
ested in funding the consolidation

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred LaComte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEASON OPENER...The Raiders had a 20-7 lead midway through the fourth quarter at the time of a weather delay, but
returned home with a 20-14 victory over Governor Livingston in Berkeley Heights on September 13. See story page 13.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
FANWOOD...Calendar Committee Chair Mari McDevitt presents an award to
Larry Andrews of Young’s Paint in Fanwood, who has advertised in the College
Club Calendar every year for the 50 years the calendar has been published.

FW Council Hears Update
On Library’s Strategic Plan

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At the regular
meeting Tuesday, night, Fanwood
Borough Council received an up-
date from Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library member
Katherine Balch regarding the
library’s progress on its 2013-2018
Strategic Plan. The council then
discussed recent safety concerns in
the borough and reviewed plans for
the upcoming annual Fannywood
Day celebration, which will take
place on Sunday, September 29.

Ms. Balch reported that the li-
brary continues to proceed with the
second phase of its Strategic Plan,
which entails raising community
awareness.

Detailing what has been accom-
plished so far, Ms. Balch said, “We
conducted a survey; we sent it to
every resident and every
merchant…and we sent the council
a summary of those results in June.”
The library has also redesigned its
official logo and is at work on cre-
ating a new website.

To support Fanwood Memorial
Library’s progress, three council
members volunteered to staff a com-
mittee dedicated to the three main
areas that the library’s strategic plan
seeks to address: space and safe
access, materials and services and
technology. Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell, who already serves as
council liaison to the library, was
joined by Councilmen Jack
Molenaar and Daniel Levine to cre-
ate the new committee.

During her report on public safety,
Ms. Mitchell noted two, two-alarm
residential fires that took place in
Fanwood this September, one on
Washington Avenue last Sunday,

and another on Madison Avenue on
September 1. Though no one was
seriously injured in either blaze,
last Sunday’s fire caused major
property damage. Both fires appear
to have been accidental.

Beyond urging fire-safety aware-
ness, Ms. Mitchell also reminded
residents of 41 reports of burglary
or theft during the last month. She
said most were attributable to a
string of car break-ins, all of which
involved unlocked parked cars. The
perpetrator of some of the break-
ins was apprehended by the police,
and no further burglaries have since
been reported, but the council-
woman urged residents to lock car
doors nonetheless.

Councilman Kevin Boris drew at-
tention to the upcoming Fannywood
Day celebration. He said an infor-
mation booth about the proposed
Fanwood Skateboard Park at that
event would supplement a public
meeting on the same topic, sched-
uled for Thursday, October 17, at 8
p.m.

The council adopted two resolu-
tions to pressure state senators to
override gubernatorial vetoes. They
urged the Senate to vote again for a
marriage equality bill that would
make marriage available to same-
sex partners, and for a bill that would
increase New Jersey’s minimum
wage. Both bills previously passed
the Senate, but were vetoed by Gov-
ernor Chris Christie.

Members from the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains College Club came
forward to accept acknowledgment
of the club’s 80th anniversary and
the club calendar’s 50th anniver-
sary. Two families with young chil-
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SP Council OKs Bond
Ordinance for Rehab Project

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved
a $138,163 bond ordinance that will
fund the work of a historical preser-
vation consultant to determine the
condition of the clubhouse at the
Scotch Hills Country Club and also
to make repairs to the building’s
deteriorating roof. The 200-year-
old building was originally known
as the Shady Rest Golf and Country
Club and was the country’s first
African-American-owned and op-
erated country club. John Shippen,
the resident golf pro at Shady Rest,
was the first American-born golfer
to play in the U.S. Open.

A standing-room-only crowd,
mostly African-American residents
—with some holding signs reading
“Preserve The Shady Rest” —

packed the council chambers to
show their support for preserving
the building. Applause was loud
and sustained as the council voted
5-to-0 to approve the bond ordi-
nance, which will be partially off-
set by hoped-for grants from Union
County totaling $75,000.

Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
said the funds for the bond will
come from existing capital bond
money that will simply be reallo-
cated to the Shady Rest project.
The preservation study should cost
no more than $50,000, he said, and
the estimate for a roof refurbishing
is about $100,000.

Several residents spoke at the
council’s regular meeting, includ-
ing former mayor Mauro Checchio,
calling it a “jewel” and urging local
officials to consider ways to up-
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