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The third floor would contain the
practice business offices. Dr. Maus
said there will be an elevator in the
building. He said he would employ 11
doctors and 45 other employees.

After taking a 10-minute break at
9:30 p.m., the board attorney Vincent
Loughlin told Mr. Hehl that he thought
it was unfair to the board to listen to
the rest of the application without the
presence of Bill Drew, the town plan-
ner, and Kris McAloon, the town en-
gineer as they would have some pro-
fessional questions board members
might not be able to think of, he said.
Another phase of the project be side
construction would be demolition. The
questions concerning that would be
how long would it take for this phase
to be completed and if it would disrupt
traffic at the busy Springfield Avenue-
Mill Lane intersection not far from
Route 22.

The board agreed to hear testimony
from Barbara Vincentsen, the project
architect, as to the appearance and
layout of the new building. She said
the first floor would contain a recep-
tion area for incoming customers. She
also said the front exterior of the build-
ing would be made of brick and cast
stone and the sides and back of the
building would be made with siding
material.

The board asked Mr. Hehl to attend
the regular Wednesday, October 16,
7:30 p.m. meeting of the board at
which time a new special hearing date
would be agreed upon for continua-
tion of the RWM application. At that
time the board will hear testimony by
the group planner, the construction
manager and their traffic engineer.
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WF BOA

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
CANCER AWARENESS...Kara Shields receives a proclamation from Mayor
Andy Skibitsky at the Westfield Town Council meeting on September 10 designat-
ing September as childhood cancer awareness month. Ms. Shields is the mother of
Will, who was diagnosed with cancer at age 5 and is currently in remission.

Photo courtesy of Renee Payami
SUN AND FUN...The Payami children of Scotch Plains go incognito as they enjoy
the sun and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while visiting Ocean City, Md.

Photo courtesy of Debbie Kaplan
SUMMER CRUISING...Mark, Debbie, Dori and Zack Kaplan of Westfield
brought The Westfield Leader to Bass Harbor, Me. as they set to board the R.L.
Gott for an island cruise this summer.

Photo courtesy of David Williams
TWIN TOWERS...Spotlights can be seen from Bayonne on September 10
replacing the void left by the destruction of the World Trade Centers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GO TEAM... The Westfield High School chearleaders kept the crowd rowdy and
the energy level high, which helped the Blue Devil Varsity Football team rise to
a 21-14 season-opener win over the Elizabeth Minutemen on September 12. See
story page 11.

Rory McAloon, Gregory Patterson,
Matthew Quinn, Jimmy Ruban,
Leana Santos, Pete Skinner, Lucas
Stecky and Connor Tracy.

The team finished with a division
record of 10 wins, no losses and one
tie, achieving first place in the Ameri-
can West Division during the regular
season.

During the playoffs, the team was
undefeated and won the champion-
ship defeating the team from Bask-
ing Ridge in the final game.

Mayor Mirabelli praised the ef-
forts of both teams. “I know that
many of the teams you play against in
the leagues that you’re in are from
much bigger towns and they pull
from many more kids than we do,
which shows that Mountainside kids
have spirit and heart and have good
coaches that teach them the skills and
sportsmanship to do very well in their
leagues.”

The council then passed a resolu-
tion commending the championships
of both teams and presented each
player a copy of the resolution.

In other news, the council an-
nounced that the borough will be
honoring members of the armed ser-
vices known as POW/MIA (Prison-
ers of War/Missing in Action) on
Friday, September 20. Borough fa-
cilities will lower their flags to half-
mast as a tribute to those who served.
Mayor Mirabelli urged all citizens to
“make a special effort to give thanks
to and remember the sacrifices ren-
dered to us by all these noble sons
and daughters of America.”

The Mayor then promoted several
upcoming events to be held in the
borough in the next few weeks.

“On [Saturday] October 19, we
have the Mountainside PAL (Police
Athletic League) Cop Trot. If you
want more information or to register,
you can go on their website, which is
www.mountainsidepal.com.” In its
14th year, the Cop Trot is held at the
Deerfield Elementary School. Regis-
tration begins at 8 a.m.

Mayor Mirabelli continued, “We
have the annual PTA (Parent Teacher
Association) Fall Festival which will
occur also on October 19 in the after-
noon.” The Fall Festival is also held
at the Deerfield School.

“We also have the Levi-Cory House
[that] is going to have their move,
which is to take place on Saturday,

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ON YOUR MARK…Children dart across the starting line in the Walk/5K for
Mom in memory of Charlotte Dursee held Sunday in Nomahegan Park in
Cranford. Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit Holy Trinity Interparochial
School’s “Bridge the Gap Fund.”
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Mountainside Council
October 5. Anyone that’s around that
day, who wants to take part in that
community event, they should. I also
want to commend the [Mountain-
side] Historical Society for their
fundraising and their perseverance in
making sure this [move] is a suc-
cess,” Mayor Mirabelli stated.

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, October 1, at 8 p.m. at Bor-
ough Hall. This meeting will be the
council’s regular work session.
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Westfield Board of Education
Liez interjected that the significant
data gathering will be by conduct-
ing surveys going forward to assess
the analyses of how the Model is
implemented. Ms. Dolan said,
“How do you develop long-term
goals that really have an impact?
There is a website that will be avail-
able to all of our teachers.”

Goal two is develop and use
benchmarks assessments to mea-
sure growth of student performance.
The district will provide resources
for administrators to develop long-
term student goals for growth of
benchmarks assessments (July
2013-August 2014). The adminis-
tration will provide professional
development regarding student
goals for teachers in grade level
department meetings.

In order to develop and use bench-
mark assessments to measure
growth of student performance, the
district will establish student growth
targets (September-November
2013). The administration will track
progress and adjust instruction (Oc-
tober 2013-ongoing). The adminis-
tration will conduct a review of
results and determine attainment
levels (April 2013-May 2014).

The third goal is to implement
new digital tools and media to im-
prove communication between the
district and all stakeholders as called
for in the Strategic Plan. The dis-
trict will do that by choosing a new
website provider with off-site host-
ing and social media capabilities. It
will assign a project manager to
determine design and content and
review the stakeholders represen-
tatives (July-November 2014). The
administration will investigate the
expanded use of social media (Sep-

tember 2013-January 2014). The
administration will develop and
implement systematic training for
over 500 staff members (August
2013-May 2014). “We’ve had some
teachers who have volunteered to
work on the new website.” Ms Dolan
said.

“We have to work to prepare all
of our students to reach their high-
est potential,” the superintendent
concluded.

In other business, Dana Sullivan,
business administrator/board sec-
retary, said roof repairs at Westfield
High School are ongoing and should
be completed by the end of Novem-
ber. She also said that repairs to the
Roosevelt Intermediate School and
Washington Elementary School will
be completed by the end of this
month. She said that Edison Inter-
mediate School repairs are in
progress. At this point,  Mr.
Mattessich again urged voters to
approve the new portion of the bond
referendum.

“In any case, the work will get
done. We support the referendum. I
will personally vote for it,” Mr.
Mattessich said.

On Monday evening, September
30, a special program for parents
will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the
Westfield High School auditorium,
550 Dorian Road. The program is
hosted by the Roosevelt and Edison
Intermediate Schools. The guest
speaker will be John Halligan,
whose13-year-old-son, Ryan, com-
mitted suicide due to relentless bul-
lying and cyber-bullying.

The next Board of Education
meeting will be Tuesday, October
1, at 7:30 p.m. at the administration
building, 302 Elm Street.

process of hiring a new bus driver
and turned to this outside bus com-
pany for a driver in the interim.
Cheryl DiStefano’s contract is pend-
ing for the 2013-2014 school year.
Ms. DiStefano will begin as soon as
possible and will be working Mon-
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days.

“We are going to resolve this
whole matter as soon as possible,”
Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley said. “I will call the Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission as soon as possible.”

The superintendent also informed
the board that secretary of special
services Anne Wagner is retiring as
of December 1.

“It is with very large regret that
we are doing that,” Ms. Quigley
said.

Ms. Wagner served as the secre-
tary of special services for 16 years.
Though with the end of one’s ca-
reer in the district comes the begin-
ning of another. Armando Gonzalez
was recently hired as the district’s
music teacher and he also took on
the extra-curricular positions of
music director and play director for
the 2013-2014 school year. The
eighth grade play will be Charlie
and The Chocolate Factory and is
planned for Friday and Saturday,
November 22 and 23.

Language Arts teacher Tamara
Benc and school nurse and health
teacher Karen Lukacovic were ap-
proved for their extra-curricular po-
sitions once again, regaining titles
as business manager for the school
play and outdoor education teacher,
respectively. Mr. Gonzalez will also
be a part of the mentorship program
as per the Excellent Educators for
New Jersey (EE4NJ) program,
working one on one with Spanish
teacher Theresa Parkhill.

“We matched Parkhill  and
Gonzalez because of their knowl-
edge of the Spanish language and
they both teach both elementary
and middle school classes,” Ms.
Quigley said.

The list of the 2013-2014 school
field trips was approved, including
one trip per grade, including, but
not limited to, Turtle Back Zoo,
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Garwood Board of Ed.
Sterling Mining Museum, and
Gettysburg, Pa. The sixth grade
school trip is still to be determined.

Renovations, repairs and updates
have been made throughout the dis-
trict, including new clocks through-
out the schools, according to Su-
pervisor of Buildings and Grounds
Tom Spera. Mr. Spera expects that
more updates and repairs will take
place within the coming weeks as
“it is all an ongoing process.”

The board offered a warm thank
you to the PTA for its opening-day
spread for teachers and its partici-
pation in Back to School Night on
September 10. The PTA’s book fair
was successful, according to Ms.
Quigley. The superintendent also
was informed that the district has
$2,000 credit to Scholastic books.
“If I had known about this money, it
would have been used for books
already,” she said. “So I plan on
working to see that we utilize that
money for Scholastic supplies.”

The PTA’s first meeting of the
school year will be Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25.

The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, October 15, at 7:30 p.m.
at Lincoln Elementary School.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
JERSEY BOY...Russell Fischer, of
Broadway’s Jersey Boys, sings the Na-
tional Anthem on September 15 at
Greta’s Run to benefit special needs
programs at the Westfield Area
YMCA.


