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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
IN THEIR MEMORY...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky addresses the crowd at the September 11th Memorial on
September 11, honoring those that lost their lives 12 years ago including the 12 Westfield residents.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
GRETA’S RUN...Young participants race towards the finish line along with
approximately 2,000 runners while participating in Greta’s Run, a 5K Run/Walk
held Sunday in Westfield in honor of Westfield High School freshman Greta
Schoenemann who lost her life on September 11, 2002 when a tree limb fell on her
while she was having lunch outside the school. Proceeds from the event will
benefit special needs programs at the Westfield Area YMCA.

DEMOCRATIC TEAM...New Jersey Democratic candidates spoke at the home
of Ayse and Chris Wronski on September 15. Pictured, left to right, are: Westfield
4th Ward Council candidate Jack Walsh, state Assembly candidate Jill LaZare
of Summit, Gubernatorial candidate and State Senator Barbara Buono, West-
field Mayoral candidate Dave Haas and Westfield 3rd Ward Council candidate
Matt Sontz.

Zoning Board Begins to
Hear Vet Group Application

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Board of Ad-
justment held a special meeting Mon-
day night to hear a new application
from the Westfield Veterinary Group
and Wellness Center (RWM Family
LLC), 562 Springfield Avenue, at the
corner of Mill Lane.

A new application is needed be-
cause, within the past year, the ground
water level was found to be high at
the site. Their former application was
approved last year, but now the plans
eliminate the basement and building
specifications had to be changed to
accommodate duct work and other
things that had been located there.
The site is owned by Dr. Richard
Maus, a veterinarian who has a prac-
tice at the sight since the 1980s.

The group’s attorney, Stephen
Hehl, introduced Thomas Quinn, the
project engineer, who told the board
that a stream (Miller Hagan Brook)
running along the left side and back CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

of the property, has caused the ground
water level to test high, therefore
constituting a flood hazard area. He
said he applied for a permit to build
from the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP),
which he was confident would be
granted, but he is still waiting for the
reply. Mr. Quinn said storm water
runoff from the site would be chan-
neled toward the back and to the
stream. He also said the basement
would be eliminated and the new
building would be placed on a con-
crete slab or pad. He said the two
buildings that are now on the site
would be demolished. One of those
buildings serves as a kennel and will
no longer be operating.

Dr. Maus testified that the first floor
of the three-floor proposed structure
would be a reception and treatment
area for outpatient customers. The
second floor would contain operat-
ing rooms and an intensive care unit.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
CHAMPIONS...On Tuesday night, Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli con-
gratulates members of Youth Baseball U8 and U9 teams for winning their league
championships.

WF Planning Board Defers Actions;
22 Condos Proposed for Central

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Planning Board meeting,
all of the applications pending before
the board were ultimately carried to
the Monday, October 7, meeting.

An application from Wells Fargo
Advisors for a new monument sign
and a building sign was once again
carried as the applicant is still work-
ing with other tenants of the building
to accommodate the board’s desire to
not see three monument signs on the
property.

An application for the construc-
tion of 22 condominiums at 430, 500,
512, 514 and 516 Central Avenue by
Ralph Rapuano was carried to the
next meeting as the town’s traffic
expert was not available on Tuesday
and he needs to be present when the
applicant’s traffic expert testifies.

In 2006, Mr. Rapuano received
board approval to build 16 apart-
ments and approximately 10,000
square feet of commercial space on
three of the five lots. Should he de-
cide to withdraw this application, or
should the board reject the current

application, he could still move for-
ward with the previously approved
project.

An application to build a mixed-
use retail and residential building at
409 Westfield Avenue was heard by
the board. The new building, which
would be adjacent to the new Root
Building on Westfield Avenue, is pro-
posed to house three retail tenants on
the first floor and three one-bedroom
apartments on both the second and
third floors.

At issue for the board was a vari-
ance request for a proposed five-foot
rear yard setback where 35 feet is
required. Because the proposed build-
ing is located in the central business
district, they are permitted to develop
the property to the lot line, however,
that only applies to retail and office
use, not residential.

Under the current design, the build-
ing will only have windows at the
front and rear. One apartment on each
floor would face the front of the build-
ing, and two on each floor would face
the back.

Board members raised concern that
if the lot adjacent to the rear of the
building were to be fully developed,
there would only be five feet of space
between the back apartment windows
and a potential brick wall.

While there is no application for
construction on the lot to the rear, “if
someone builds out that other lot…its
problematic,” Board Member Frank
Smith said. Board Chairman Vince
Wilt said he found it, “almost un-
safe.”

The applicant’s architect, Thomas
Potter, suggested the use of skylights
and solar tubes to give more light to
the rear apartments. He also sug-
gested that they pull the rear win-
dows in an additional two feet.

Additionally the board asked the
applicant to include a rear door so
that the five feet of property at the
rear is accessible for maintenance
purposes.

The applicant will revise their plans
and re-present to the board on Mon-
day, October 7.

A special meeting is also set for
Wednesday, October 9, at 7:30 p.m.
to continue the Stop & Shop expan-
sion application hearing.

Mountainside Council Honors
Youth Baseball Teams for Success

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular public meeting Tuesday
night, the borough council honored
members from the Mountainside
Youth Baseball U8 (under age 8)
and U9 (under age 9) summer teams
for their recent achievements.

“This happens to be one of our
most favorite things to do,” stated
Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli. “To honor the young
people in our town especially for
their…athletic achievements.”

The Mountainside Youth Base-
ball Association entered the two
travel teams in the New Providence
Green League over the summer.

The U8 team, managed by Joe
Queli and assisted by coach Frank
Kasuda, consisted of players Evan
Alexander, Matthew Diskin, Colin
Goldbeck, Matthew Kasuda, Chris-
topher McIntyre, Lucca Napoli,

George Provel, Joseph Queli, Will-
iam Reyes, John Schmidt, Tim
Smith and Lev Villanueva.

The team finished with a division
record of nine wins and two losses,
achieving second place in the
American West Division during the
regular season.

During the playoffs, the team was
undefeated and won the champion-

ship defeating the team from New
Providence in the final game.

The U9 team, managed by
Michael Andre and assisted by
coaches Coady Brown, Michael
Labisi and Jim Ruban, consisted of
players Roman Andre, Coady
Brown, Michael Christoph, Joey
Cioffi, Kevin Foley, Michael Labisi,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Presents Goals
For 2013-2014 School Year

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Board of
Education met on Tuesday evening
to present its goals for the 2013-
2014 school year. Board member
Mark Friedman and board presi-
dent Richard Mattessich reminded
voters to support the new portion of
the bond referendum on the ballot
in the General Election in Novem-
ber, which, if approved by voters,
will garner the district $2.7 million
in state aid and reduce the cost of
the 2014 roof repair project by 40
percent.

A power point presentation on
district goals was narrated by Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan. The goals are based on stu-
dent progress and teacher evalua-
tion. One methodology will be the
Marshall Evaluation Model.

Ms. Dolan said the goals will be
incorporated into the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools 2010-2015 Strategic
Plan. Regarding student achieve-
ment, she said, “We will provide
curriculum and programs to pre-
pare our students with 21st century
skills to succeed in a global soci-
ety.”

“As for personal development,
we will foster an environment of
mutual respect and integrity and
educate students to become respon-
sible and caring adults, she stated.

The stated goal for finance and
facilities is to maximize the effi-
cient use of district resources and

funding opportunities. Another goal
is to improve community engage-
ment between the district and all
stakeholders.

Goal one is to implement the
Marshall Teacher Evaluation Model
effectively. The task is to review the
requirements of the Model with ad-
ministrators and teachers (June
2013-July 2014). The district will
develop a website detailing the re-
quirements of the evaluation sys-
tem and provide supporting re-
sources (June 2013-July 2014). The
administration will attend out-of-
district training sessions on re-fin-
ing the Marshall Evaluation Model
(October 2013-May 2014). Ms.
Dolan said teachers will be able to
go online and ask for a better un-
derstanding of the Model. She also
said, “The evaluation committee
will have weekly meetings to make
sure we are all using the same lan-
guage.”

Portions of the monthly adminis-
tration meetings will be about build-
ing inter-rate reliability in the new
evaluation system (July 2013-April
2014). There will be reviews and
operational summaries to provide
feedback to administrators (Sep-
tember 2013-May 2014). Surveys
will be conducted to determine the
consistency and effectiveness of
implementation (April 2014). Staff
appointments will be based on the
evaluation data (spring 2014). At
this point, board member Ginny
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Changes in Bus System
Concern Garwood Parents

By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Parents and guard-
ians of Garwood teenagers who at-
tend Clark’s Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ)
High School voiced their concerns
about the current bus driver at the
first Board of Education meeting of
the year at Lincoln Elementary School
on September 17.

After changing from a three-bus
system to just two, teenagers attend-
ing ALJ have complained to their
parents that the buses are more
crowded, though none are over the
maximum capacity of 54 students.
Board President Adele Lewis said the
district cut one bus last year as a “cost
saving measure.” Although the buses
may be more crowded than in past

years, parents found their children
complaining that the bus driver was
not enforcing seating regulations on
the bus, nor was he making all of the
necessary stops on the schedule.

Garwood resident and parent Peggy
Staba said her daughter missed the
bus one day because the bus failed to
stop and pick her up at the Hemlock
Avenue stop.

“I told my daughter to tell the bus
driver to make sure he stops at the
right stops,” Ms. Staba said. “He just
told her to sit down and find a seat
which ended up being with the three
other students in a seat that was only
fit for three people total. That’s not
safe.”

Garwood’s school district is in the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


