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CDC’s Little Shop of
Horrors Opens Oct. 11
CRANFORD - The talented deni-

zens of Skid Row have been re-
hearsing for the upcoming
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
Theatre production of Little Shop
of Horrors, book and lyrics by
Howard Ashman, music by Alan
Menkin.

Down-and-out floral assistant
Seymour Krelborn, played by
Zach Mazouat, becomes an over-
night sensation when he discov-
ers an exotic plant with a myste-
rious craving for fresh blood.

This charming spoof of 1950s
sci-fi movies runs Friday and
Saturday evenings at 8 p.m.
from Friday, October 11, through
Saturday, October 26. For tick-
ets and information, visit
cdctheatre.org or call (908) 276-
7611.

Temple Sisterhood Reveals
Meeting, Upcoming Events

CRANFORD — Jessica Hoff,
president of the Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim,
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, has announced that
the Sisterhood’s first meeting of
the year will be on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, at 8 p.m.

The program will be “Sister-
hood Secrets.” Participants will
learn things about members that
they had no idea about. Prizes
will be awarded for the top win-

ners of Sisterhood Secrets. There
also will be a raffle and door
prizes.

Upcoming events include the
Sisterhood Rummage Sale,
scheduled for Sunday, October
27. Some other program events
being planned include one fea-
turing Flavian, a mind reader, for
the Paid Up Membership Meeting
on Tuesday, October 8; a Vodkas
and Latkas event for Saturday,
November 2; Hanukkah Joint Pro-
gram with Sisterhood and
Hadassah on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 3, and Zumba for the meet-
ing of Tuesday, February 18,
2014.

The Judaica Shop will be open
for shopping. Hospitality Chair-
persons Joan Finkelstein and
Sandi Sussman will serve festive
refreshments. For further infor-
mation, call the temple at (908)
276-9231. Prospective members
are welcome to attend.

Stargazing Party Is
Set at Hanson House
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy will hold a Stargaz-
ing Party on Thursday, Septem-
ber 19, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at the
Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Participants are invited to bring
their own telescope or binoculars
or to take a look through Bill
McClain’s professional telescope.

The program will begin indoors
with a brief introduction followed
by an outdoor stargazing party.
Free star charts will be included.
Donations are appreciated. Inter-
ested persons are asked to re-
spond by calling Cranford Park
and Recreation at (908) 709-7283.

Generator Gate,
Devaney MusicFest and

Scanlon Chainsaw
To Union County Manager Faella

and Chairwoman Carter: Which
is it? First you claim that you do
not know the names of the county
and municipal employees that
took county generators home
during Superstorm Sandy;
hence, you prosecuted Tina
Renna to give up the names and
her sources. Having failed in your
prosecution and having spent
tens of thousands of dollars of
our money, you now claim you
have all the names and the mat-
ter is being handled as an inter-
nal personnel matter.

So why did you spend taxpayer
money to get what you now claim
you already had? Thanks Free-
holders for another investigation
done by the Union County
playbook.

The citizens of Union County are
left to swallow the same outcome
as the Devaney Musicfest investi-
gation and Scanlon chainsaw in-
vestigation - no action taken.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

classes and will each receive a
$12,000 salary increase, which
translates to a $35 increase. “So
you can see, we already know
that – one piece of the puzzle is
$35,” Ms. Todisco said. “And of
course, there will be other items
that we can’t predict right now,
health care, pension...” The com-
ment was in response to a ques-
tion posed by Bruce Paterson of
Willow Avenue at the August 27
meeting who wanted the council
to promise not to increase taxes
more than 2 percent.

Mr. Mathieu said he did make
that promise. “I want to reiterate
it in public, on the record. I will
not vote for a budget with more
than a 2 percent tax increase.”

Mr. Paterson told the council
during public comments: “I just
got my tax bill today. It is $8,700.”

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli in-
formed the council that the re-
sults from additional testing on
soil at the Athletic Field Complex
were “consistent” with previous
findings by the borough. The dis-
closure, which means there is no
greater contamination, prompted
council members to enter an un-
scheduled executive session at
the conclusion of the meeting.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
recommended the executive ses-

sion because Flanagan Contract-
ing Group, the builder of the site,
has threatened to sue the bor-
ough over the removal of the soil.

Council members did not take
any action on a proposed bor-
ough-wide reassessment. Tax As-
sessor Annmarie Switzer recom-
mended against a reevaluation
at last month’s meeting, arguing
the action carried a high risk of
increased county taxes without
providing much benefit to the
municipality or its taxpayers.

Ms. Todisco, who is against a
reevaluation, suggested an in-
formal vote but no one made a
motion. Mr. Mathieu has repeat-
edly questioned the “fairness”
and “morality” of using an as-
sessment last conducted in 1984.

Garwood Tackles South Ave. Dev.

Music NJLessons to
Host Recital

GARWOOD - On Saturday, Sep-
tember 21, from 5-6 p.m.
MusicNJLessons.com will host
their first annual music student
recital and new student info ses-
sion  at The Crossroads, 78 North
Avenue, Garwood.

Selections within the recital will
include cultural songs, familiar
children’s tunes, TV and Broad-
way themes, as well as current
pop/rock selections.

For questions or more informa-
tion, call (908) 294-1474 or visit
www.MusicNJLessons.com.

Rigano Earns Graduate
Arts Award

GARWOOD – Louie Rigano of
Garwood was recently awarded
a Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
Graduate Arts Award, which is
the nation’s most generous inde-
pendent scholarship for gradu-
ate study in the arts.

The foundation provides up to
$50,000 per year for up to three
years to selected students “with
exceptional artistic or creative
promise” looking to pursue gradu-
ate degrees in the visual arts, per-
forming arts or creative writing.

This fall, Louie will begin a two
year stint at the Royal College of
Art in London, where he will pur-
sue a Masters of Art degree in the
schools renowned Design Prod-
ucts department. Louie attended
Arthur L. Johnson High School in

Clark and gradu-
ated with a Bach-
elor of Fine Art
degree in Indus-
trial Design and
Environmental
Studies from the
Rhode Island
School of Design.
He later studied

traditional craft techniques in Ja-
pan for a year on a Fulbright
Fellowship.”

Louie Rigano

Letter to the Editor

Floraphile Club Posts
Welcome Back Tea

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will hold
its Welcome Back Tea on Mon-
day, September 16, from 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. at the Hanson House,
located at 38 Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

Along with some light refresh-
ments, participants will be treated
to a short presentation on various
types of tea and their origins. They
also will welcome new members,
receive new yearbooks and re-
view club programs for the year.

The club additionally will con-
duct a collection for Cranford Fam-
ily Care. Attendees are asked to
consider bringing an item to do-
nate. Cranford Family Care is in
great need of paper goods, canned
goods and grocery store gift cards.

As always, guests are welcome.
For more information about join-
ing the Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or upcoming events, con-
tact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net. Interested
persons also are invited to like the
club on Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.


