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Eighteen minutes of relatively
even play changed abruptly to a
one-sided shelling on the part of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team that
claimed a 3-0 victory over the
Parsippany Hills Lady Vikings in
Scotch Plains on September 7.

The 1-0 Raiders got off 12 shots
on goal in the scoreless first half
and added another 13 in the
second half, while the Vikings
managed only two shots in each
half. Raider goalkeepers, senior
Angela Rastelli, needed only to
make one save in the first half
and freshman Andrea Leitner
made one in the second half.

The Raiders’ constant pressure
really began to show signs of
dominance when middie Jodie

Cornwell ripped a right-to-left
shot that sent Viking goalkeeper
Rochelle Blaire diving to the
ground. Forwards Tori Baliatico,
Kelly Yeager and Paige
Vanbuskirk contributed to the
shelling, and when midfielder
Kathryn Cunningham launched a
corner kick, middle back Alyssa
Riporti would charge in and add
fuel to the firefight.

“She [Riporti] is an athletic kid,
who is a very good soccer player.
She is so strong in the back that
I can use her in the middle and up
front more. The girls played pretty
well for a first game. We are a
very young team. We have some
kids who played very well. Alyssa
in the back, probably one of the
best defenders in the state. Hav-
ing her back there controlling
things is a huge asset. Kathryn

Cunningham and Jodie Cornwell
in the middle and up top, we
have two very fast kids with Kelly
Yeager and Tori Baliatico. They
put a lot of pressure on them
then they come with Paige
Vanbuskirk, who played a great
game for us today,” Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing said.

Blaire had a very busy day and
made 19 saves.

“Their goalie was very good.
She had very good saves, but it
was our mistake by not playing
to the corners, which gave her an
advantage of saving,” Baliatico
said.

“She was very athletic. I think
we made her look a little bit
better with point blank shots, but
she made some very nice saves
that kept them in the game, but
we really took it to them. The
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first half, we had 12 shots. In the
second half, I’m sure it was more
than that,” Coach Ewing said.

The Raiders’ constant batter-
ing finally paid off when Cornwell
received a pass and tapped a
shot into the lower right side of
the net with 25:40 remaining in
the game.

According to Cornwell, “Alyssa
dribbled through a lot of people,
passed the ball. I dribbled past
one person and tapped it into the
net. Alyssa definitely helped us
out in the back. She is a good
player to have.”

Within a very short span of 15
seconds, Baliatico, on an assist
from Vanbuskirk, slid a goal past

Blaire.
“It was right off of their kick.

They served really high and Paige
got the ball and pushed it through.
I dribbled up and shot it right
under the goalie,” Baliatico ex-
plained.

In less than three minutes,
Vanbuskirk took a pass and con-
verted it to goal number three.

“I had a ball passed to me from
about the 18 from Jill Lapidus. I
turned around the defender and
scored,” said Vanbuskirk, who
added, “I was happy how we
performed. A lot of teams doubt
us, because we graduated a lot
of players. We came out to prove
that we are still the same team.”

The 3-0 spread allowed the
Raiders to bring in their reserveProbitas Verus Honos
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