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RIEPE (3 RBI), REILLY, WHITE (5 RBI) 4 HITS EACH; VEGLIA 3 HITS, 4 RUNS; FRIEDLANDER 3 HITS

St. George Grounds St. Jude for St. Bart’s Softball Title, 19-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lightning just beyond the
centerfield fence at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains in the top of
the ninth inning on Labor Day
persuaded St. Jude to abandon
its quest for the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
championship that ended in a
19-4 triumph by St. George.

Prior to the title game that
began at noon, St. Jude expended
much of its energy squeaking by
St. Anthony, 10-9, in the Losers
Bracket final, but just after that
game hopes were still high by
members of both teams.

“I have been in the league for,
I think, 14 years. This is my
seventh appearance. I won six
times. It’s not because of me. It’s
because of the guys behind me.

Those guys all played hard. I am
just a little part of the field play-
ing out there now. I don’t know if
luck has everything to do with it,
but I am just happy to be out
here,” said St. Jude player Lou
Balestriere.

“I have been in the league for
26 years. I’ve had fun every single
year. This is my fourth time in
the championship, and we are
two-for-three so far, and expect-
ing to make it three-for-four. I
was with Tom Henderson, I think
it was called St. Thomas at the
time, and St. Killian with Harry
Semple. I am looking for a big
win,” said St. George veteran
Floyd Roberts.

Roberts got his wish and so did
his teammates, including leadoff
hitter Gerry Riepe, who was in
his first championship game in

his entire 22-year history (ac-
cording to stats experts). Riepe,
who had three RBI and a run
scored, was one of three team-
mates with four hits in the 31-hit
pummeling. Mike White singled
all four times and knocked in five
runs, and Dennis Reilly tapped
four singles and scored twice.

George pitcher John Veglia
(RBI) singled three times, walked
once and scored all four times.
Joe Ursino had three singles,
scored twice and had an RBI. Jeff
Friedlander rapped three singles
and added two RBI. Glenn Gang
tripled, singled and scored twice.
Roberts, Kevin Stines and Coady
Brown each contributed a single,

an RBI and a run scored, and
John DeProspero (RBI) singled
twice and scored twice. Mike
Walch singled, scored twice and
had two RBI.

St. Jude also had a decent
amount of hits with 17. Matt Daly
singled three times and had two
RBI. Daryl Fornuff (RBI), Joe
DeChiaro and Sal Gano each
singled twice. Rob Del Cid singled,
doubled, walked and scored once.
Rich Wustefeld scored twice. Tony
Blasi and Tom DeCataldo each
had an RBI single, and Lou
Messano singled and scored once.

Jude shortstop Messano pulled
off back-to-back slick plays in
the sixth inning. Second baseman
Balestriere pulled off a sneaky,
gotcha putout in the fourth, and
Billy Aumenta made a pair of fine
catches in centerfield. George

shortstop Gang turned a double
play in the second inning, and
third baseman Walch turned an-
other in the third. Leftfielder
Stines grabbed a liner in the
fourth and nailed the runner off
base at second for a double play,
then made a sliding snag in the
fifth just before Walch converted
a diving smother to a putout.

St. Jude scored a run on three
singles in the top of the first, but
St. George retaliated with four
runs on four hits, a dropped fly
ball and a walk. St George then
seized an 8-1 lead with four runs
on five hits in the third. Brown’s
RBI single and Riepe’s two-run
single elevated George’s lead to
11-1 in the fourth.

Del Cid drilled a ground-rule
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