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WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
 

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.   

Financial assistance is available.  

FUN FOR EVERYONE  
FREE WESTFIELD AREA Y COMMUNITY CELEBRATION 

EVERYONE is invited to celebrate  
our 90th anniversary!  The fun is 
inside the Y and outside on Ferris 
Place.  All ages!  Rain or shine!  
Prizes and giveaways!  
 

Inflatable obstacle courses and bounce house  ·  
Indoor climbing wall  ·  Soft-play fun for little 

ones  ·  Sand art necklaces  ·  balloon artist  ·  
face painting  ·  Healthy U kids games  ·  
Interactive nutrition activity  ·  DJ with music 

from the 1930’s thru today  ·  Y history trivia  ·  
Paint what the Y means to you on our large 

canvas  ·  Free refreshments: hot dogs, fruit, 

popcorn, water, ices (ices donated by Uncle Louie 

G Italian Ices and Ice Cream of Westfield) 
 

Please bring “healthy food” donations for the Westfield Food Pantry!    
The pantry specifically needs: powdered milk (packaged as individual envelopes), fruit in cans 

(preferably in water), beans (dried or in cans), tuna, peanut butter, 100% fruit juice boxes, and canned 

tomatoes/tomato sauce.  No glass please!   

FOOD, FUN  
AND FESTIVITIES  

ARE FREE! 

SUNDAY, 9/15 

1:00-4:00PM 

23. 

GRETA’S RUN  · · ·  Sunday, 9/15 (11:00AM start)   

run, walk, donate or volunteer to benefit  
new and existing Westfield Area Y special needs programs  
www.westfieldynj.org/community/gretasrun  
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A DEAD LADY...Charlie (Logan Riley Bruner) is comforted by his mother,
Nancy (Dana Benningfield), in the new play The Beautiful Dark at Premiere
Stages in the Zella Fry Theatre at Kean University. The show runs weekends
through Sunday, September 22. For ticket information, call the box office at (908)
737-SHOW or visit Premiere Stages online at www.kean.edu/premierestages.
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THE FURY OF A HURRICANE...In
Erik Gernand’s The Beautiful Dark,
the Premiere Stages 2013 Play Festival
Winner, Kean University student,
Daniel Pellicano, mesmerizes the audi-
ence in his role as Jacob, a troubled,
angry teen who may cause harm to
himself and others.

Powerful Production of Premiere Stage’s
The Beautiful Dark Mesmerizes

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – The Beautiful Dark,
Erik Gernand’s prize-winning, pow-
erful play that had its first public
performance September 5 at Kean
University’s Premiere Stages, is si-
multaneously beautiful and dark.
The “beautiful” involves stellar act-
ing, a frustratingly real storyline
and terrific direction. The “dark”
bubbles and erupts from a well-
spring of anger seething deep in the
troubled mind of the main charac-
ter.

A clap of thunder jump starts the
100-minute play at the intimate
Zella Fry Theatre where a hurri-
cane metaphor is offered by hoody-
wearing, brooding teen Jacob (an
amazing young actor named Daniel

Pellicano) who tells us in a con-
trolled, chilling way that destruc-
tive hurricanes are good and beau-
tiful. They do damage but ultimately
clean away what he says needs ex-
punging. “Hurricanes level the
schools where children are fed lies,”
he says ominously.

So begins a glimpse into the
warped view of Jacob who, four
years ago, attempted suicide on his
birthday and has undergone psy-
chotherapy for three years. He has
tried his hand at college but flunked
out. Moving back home is not go-
ing to be pretty for anyone in the
family except 13-year-old brother
Charlie (played tenderly by Logan
Riley Bruner) who idolizes his big,
bad brother.

When the mother, Dr. Nancy

Weller (Dana Benningfield), a
school principal, and her estranged
husband, Tom, (Steven Rishard), a
hard-nosed police chief, enter the
scene, it is apparent that the volatile
Jacob has no relationship with ei-
ther parent. Mom Nancy tries to
establish some house rules and
Jacob gets more hostile by the
minute, stealing money from his
mother’s purse, displaying physi-
cal violence and cursing everyone
and everything in sight.

Then, when Nancy suspects her
son of buying a triple X-rated porn
DVD depicting the raping of girls
at an all-girls school, she tries to get
her estranged husband to intervene.
Tom, however, reminds her that
Jacob is 18 and that porn is merely
fantasy and fantasy is not illegal.
So they all dance around the fact
that the teenager might have a terri-
bly dark side. Are they harboring a
potential killer or rapist?

Enter Jacob’s ex-girlfriend
Sydney (Cara Ganski) who shows
up at Dr. Weller’s office to tell her
that Jacob is obsessed with a dis-
turbing play he has written about
killing students. Who should Nancy
believe – her manipulative son who
talks his way out of anything with
half-truths and bold-faced lies - or
the quirky girlfriend who may have
her own retributive agenda? Will it
ruin her son’s life if she makes the
wrong assumptions?

Jacob is referred to repeatedly as
a genius and a gifted creative writer.
His high school English teacher Mr.
Marsh (Mitch Greenberg) asks
Nancy if she has read any of her
son’s writing assignments. When
Nancy goes back to do so, she gains
insight and understanding of the
son she thought she knew. Is vio-
lence in writing a warning sign?
“It’s just a play, thoughts, ideas,”
Jacob assures his parents. “Words

are not actions!” he screams at them.
If we were not living in the shadow
of Virginia Tech shootings and the
tragedy at Newtown, maybe we
could believe him.

The best part of this new play that
won the Premiere Stages’ 2013 Play
Festival from among the 400 sub-
missions is that no easy answers
emerge. In The Beautiful Dark, there
are no platitudes, no judgment and
no delete button to push to erase
violent behavior. It is presented as
fodder for our thoughtful reflec-
tion.

The impressive set itself (by Jo-
seph Gourley) is beautiful with a
sleek kitchen of working stainless
steel appliances, muted gray/tan
foyer and living room. Through the
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A Jersey Boy to Perform
Nation Anthem at Greta’s Run

WESTFIELD – Russell Fischer, of
Broadway’s Jersey Boys, will sing
the National Anthem on Sunday, Sep-
tember 15, at 10:50 a.m. at Greta’s
Run, a USATF certified/official event,
to be held at the Westfield Area YMCA
located at 220 Clark Street, West-
field. The 5K run/walk will start
promptly at 11 a.m. Awards and re-
freshments will begin at noon.

“It’s good to still be friends with
people you met in kindergarten,” said
Ben Nanna, one of the organizers of
Gerta’s Run. “It’s even better when
they grow up to be actresses – with
actor friends. Thanks to Allison Siko,
Westfield High School (WHS), Class
of 2006, we have a Jersey Boy! He
and Allison met at the Paper Mill
Playhouse’s Summer Musical The-
ater Conservatory, and have been

friends ever since.”
Ben asked Allison if she knew any-

one up for the job of singing. She
then asked Russell who responded
with an immediate “yes.”

“Russell supports the cause of
Greta’s Run and is excited to perform
at it!” Ben said.

Greta’s Run is named in honor of
Westfield High School freshman,
Greta Schoenemann, who tragically
lost her life when a tree branch fell
and struck her while she and fellow
WHS students were having lunch
outside the school on September 11,
2002. Proceeds from the run will
benefit special needs programs at the
“Y.”

To learn more about and Greta’s
Run, visit www.westfieldynj.org/
community/gretasrun.

SP Author to Release First
Books in Collection

SCOTCH PLAINS — Debbie
Doctofsky-Solomon of Scotch
Plains will release her first two
children’s picture books, “Journey
to the River of Perfumes” and “Hid-
den in the Himalayas” She calls her
first two books in her collection a
“learning experience” rather than
just picture books.

Debbie, an Indie publisher, is
writing a collection of multicultural
stories she calls “An Expedition of
Learning” to entertain and educate
children ages 3-9. She has a Mas-
ters degree in Education (Teaching
English as a Second Language
[ESL]) and has taught ESL here,
and abroad.

Her first book, “Journey to the
River of Perfumes” is set in Viet-

nam. The second story, “Hidden in
the Himalayas,” takes place in
Nepal. Debbie writes about places
she has personally experienced with
Vietnam and Nepal being some of
her more magical destinations.

Debbie will be attending the
Union Township Festival on the
Green at Friberger Park in Union
on Saturday, September 21, from
12 -5:30 p.m. Stop by to get one of
the first autographed copies of her
books. Debbie is available for book
readings and signings at schools,
libraries and local bookstores. She
also has compiled a range of age
appropriate activities and recipes
related to each book.

For more information visit
DebbieSolomon.com.


