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SHEIL, RANDAZZO, DEDEA SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devils Begin New Era,
New Coach in Boys Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Head Coach Eric Shaw
began a new era for the Westfield
High School boys soccer team when
they hosted Old Bridge in the season
opener on September 10. Story to be
in the September 19 edition.

“Obviously I know the tradition of
the Blue Devils, playing against them
I know what they stand for and that’s
what brought me here. I knew coming
here was going to be a challenge, and
I am looking forward to working with
a top quality team,” Coach Shaw said.

A 1993 graduate of Union High
School and goalkeeper on the soccer
team, Shaw has brought with him
plenty of credentials. He played for
Seton Hall University and set records
in career saves and was third in shut-
outs. He also played semipro for New
Jersey Imperials.

Last year, the Blue Devils finished
with a 13-3-6 record but did not lose
a game to any county opponent, in-
cluding the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders who were ranked No. 1 until
their setback to Millburn via penalty
kicks. Their Union County record
was 8-0-6, which included a pair of
ties with the Raiders.

This season, seniors Tom Randazzo,

Zach Sheil and Jeremie Dedea have
been selected team captains.

“Tom unfortunately broke his hand.
He’s a good back with his ability but
with his voice, as well. Zach will be
playing in the midfield and the back
from time-to-time. Jeremie will be
playing in the back and possibly in
the midfield. Those three, with their
leadership, have been around,” Coach
Shaw said.

Sheil, an All-Union County Sec-
ond Team selection last year, was the
Master of the Throw-ins.

“That’s something that I was wait-
ing a long time to see. I heard a lot
about it from boys and from coach
[Demont Heard]. Then I got to see it
in action, and it should be an advan-
tage for us,” Coach Shaw said.

Sheil’s favorite target was and will
be the tall junior midfielder, Mike
Prosuk, who notched 10 goals last
year.

“To deal with the long throw thing
and deal with his height, it’s difficult
for anybody to deal with. Whether
we focus on throwing the ball to
Mike as a target it’s something that
other teams have to be cautious of.
It’s just like any corner kick, we will
use his height to our advantage,”
Coach Shaw said.

Also in the midfield will be juniors
Derek Amakye, Kevin Irving and
Tyler Bansky, along with senior Chris
Dattilo and freshman Lucas
Carayannopoulos. Senior Alek Mor-
gan is expected to make plenty of
noise at forward. Junior Matt Will-
iams, and seniors Bryon Lessner, Sam
Sokolin and Jack Dumont will also
be striking at opponents’ nets.

“With Alek, who will put a lot of
other teams under pressure, and Matt,
Bryon and Jack, and possibly Sam to
finish up top, we have a lot of
strength,” Coach Shaw said.

Led by the captains, the Blue Dev-
ils’ backfield is solid with seniors
Daniel Kuhn, Rob Ball, Sean Tracey
and Will Bennett, and juniors Brendan
Curry and Mike Dabulas.

“What wins games is always the
back. If they score a goal, you have to
score more. We can’t let up any. It’s
not only the one goal, it could be the
one mistake that happens. It’s not just
the technical part, it’s the mental part
as well. Mistakes may happen, but it’s
how do we move out from that. We are
going to focus our organization in the
back with Zach and Jeremie. We have
a whole crew of backs. They all have
been working hard for a starting posi-
tion,” Coach Shaw said.

The final line of defense lies in the
hands of senior goalkeeper Koryn
Kraemer and sophomore Teddy
Mebane.

“Koryn will most likely get the
start, but Teddy is not far behind.
Teddy’s goalkeeping ability reminds
me a little bit of me. A little quiet at
times. He’s a good shot stopper. With
time when he sees the level of speed
of play, no doubt in a year or two, it’s
going to be his,” Coach Shaw said.

A series of preseason scrimmages
has allowed coach Shaw to organize
his squad in preparation for the regu-
lar season.

“We had four scrimmages. West
Orange, being our first, it was a good
chance for me to really see the orga-
nization. You don’t really see it when
you are training, you get to see it
when you are playing. We had differ-
ent lineups going out, just looking at
different people. In the Johnson game,
we focused primarily on the midfield.
With Mike and Derek in the middle,
those two will be a big component to
our style of play with the possession
that we like to have,” he said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINAL TUNEUP BEFORE THE REGULAR SEASON...The Cranford Cougar football team, in blue, held its final
scrimmage game against Caldwell at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 6. The Cougars will open their season today,
September 12, against the Watchung Hills Warriors in Warren at 7 p.m. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

RODRIQUES, SCARANO SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devils Looking
To Be in Sync for Volleyball

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For the Westfield High School girls’
volleyball team, who graduated six
starters from a year ago, most would
say that it should be a rebuilding year;
however, those who know Head
Coach Beverly Torok realize that may
not be the case.

“I’m actually very young. There
are only a handful of kids that played
varsity last year. We have some kids
up from JV and I have three freshmen
that were quality players, playing a
variety of positions. The good thing
about them is that they are very versa-
tile,” said Torok.

The young Devils, who will have
the leadership of senior co-captains,
setter Kayla Rodrigues and libero
Elena Scarano, will look to become a
team that can win the counties and the
conference with some of the return-

ing talent and versatility from the
juniors, sophomores and three fresh-
man, who will be in the ranks as well.

“Rodrigues has been a player for
four years and is really hitting her
prime; she is one of the main quarter-
backs of our team. Libero, she is the
main stay of our defensive team. She
definitely controls our back court and
is just outstanding on picking balls
up and passing them,” said Torok.

Giving a very strong setting posi-
tion to the Blue Devils add returning
junior setter Megan Mondon.

“We can play defense or set, it
doesn’t matter because they are both
very athletic. They can both swing
and they both do a really nice job of
mixing it the attack,” said Torok.

Offensively, no one has really
earned a position yet, so the Blue
Devils are still trying to find out who
are going to be the starters.

“I think the key to our success is
just mixing it up. We have Angela
Dorry as a middle and Emily

Lobrozzo as middle. Then there is
Olivia Manning that could fill many
positions, but mostly I would say
outside. Anna LoBrozzo is a senior;
she’s an outside hitter, so there are a
lot of different features that we could
do. We are going to have to go with
whoever is hot. From what I’ve seen
this year is that the kids are really
good at seeing the court and where
the holes are, so they’ve been putting
things in the holes,” said Torok.

Being a young team could be a
disadvantage at times, however the
teams’ spirit and communication skills
were most prominent in the five-game
scrimmage with West Morris on Sep-
tember 3 in Westfield.

“Communication is huge on the
court and that’s something we work
on daily. We actually struggle with it.
I don’t understand why we struggle
with it, but we keep trying to coordi-
nate that on the court better where we
are sure who’s taking the ball, who’s

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL GIRLS SOCCER CAPTAINS...Seniors Karli Sottung, left, and
Mary Randazzo have been selected team captains of the Westfield High School
girls soccer team. The Lady Blue Devils opened their season at Watchung Hills on
September 7. The Warriors scored two second-half goals to win, 2-1.CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

* Lady Blue Devil Team Captains *

Probitas Verus Honos

View Thousands of Homes Online

Westfield $525,000
Charming Colonial w/ 3BR/1.1BA, hdwd flrs
throughout, EIK, CAC, walk-up attic, newer
furn, close to NY trans & schools.

Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 3045349

Scotch Plains $549,000
Spacious CH Col on over an acre offers lrg
bdrms, great rm, ample closet space, EIK,
deck, lrg flat yrd & att 2-car gar.

Agent: David Labush MLS: 3015694

Westfield $817,500
Gracious 4 BR, 2.5BA CH Col boasts lrg rms,
wood floors, eat-in kit, deep lot-175 ft, furn
'11, HWH '12 & much more!

Agent: Lois Berger MLS: 3055525

Mountainside $456,000
Well maintained Ranch in an unbeatable
location close to NYC trans, town & comm
pool! FDR, LR w/fpl, HW flrs & dry bsmt.

Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 3039288

Westfield $1,275,000
Beautiful CH Col located in "The Gardens".
FR open to kit w/granite, SS appls & eating
area. LR w/fpl, FDR, slate patio & fence.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3069772

Scotch Plains $629,000
Split level home on lovely grounds is perfect
for entertaining. Open EIK w/center island,
lrg LR/FR, deck & in-ground pool.

Agent: Patricia Spinner MLS: 3023162

Westfield $1,349,000
Exquisite English Col on nearly 1/2 an acre
w/many recent updts,flowing flr plan,MBR w/
new bath & lrg dressing rm/WIC.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 3041690

Scotch Plains $1,150,000
7,500 sq ft Custom home on fabulous grounds.
Great in-law suite, 7BR/7.2BA, gunite pool &
lrg patio. Truly an entertainer's dream!

Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 3034771


