
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 12, 2013 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section
 Pages 11-16

NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2012

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

RIEPE (3 RBI), REILLY, WHITE (5 RBI) RAP 4 HITS EACH

St. George Grounds St. Jude
For St. Bart’s Softball Title, 19-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lightning just beyond the
centerfield fence at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains in the top of the ninth
inning on Labor Day persuaded St.
Jude to abandon its quest for the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League championship that ended in a
19-4 triumph by St. George.

Prior to the title game that began at
noon, St. Jude expended much of its
energy squeaking by St. Anthony,
10-9, in the Losers Bracket final, but
just after that game hopes were still
high by members of both teams.

“I have been in the league for, I

think, 14 years. This is my seventh
appearance. I won six times. It’s not
because of me. It’s because of the
guys behind me. Those guys all
played hard. I am just a little part of
the field playing out there now. I
don’t know if luck has everything to
do with it, but I am just happy to be
out here,” said St. Jude player Lou
Balestriere.

“I have been in the league for 26
years. I’ve had fun every single year.
This is my fourth time in the champi-
onship, and we are two-for-three so
far, and expecting to make it three-
for-four. I was with Tom Henderson,
I think it was called St. Thomas at the

time, and St. Killian with Harry
Semple. I am looking for a big win,”
said St. George veteran Floyd Rob-
erts.

Roberts got his wish and so did his
teammates, including leadoff hitter
Gerry Riepe, who was in his first
championship game in his entire 22-
year history (according to stats ex-
perts). Riepe, who had three RBI and
a run scored, was one of three team-
mates with four hits in the 31-hit
pummeling. Mike White singled all
four times and knocked in five runs,
and Dennis Reilly tapped four singles
and scored twice.

CAPTAINS – STRAVACH, FISCHER, NEYLAN, DIAMOND

WF’s Blue Tsunami Looking
To ‘Overwhelm’ Opposition

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Blue Tsunami” is the term given
by Head Coach Thom Hornish for
this year’s Westfield High School girls
cross-county team that boasts the
school’s highest turnout ever at nearly
145 strong. With the talent that lies
within that number, the Blue Devils
are looking to overwhelm their oppo-
nents.

“This is the 35th edition of our
team. We started in 1979. The follow-
ing year, we were a varsity sport.
There were nine young ladies at that
time. Today, officially on the roster,
we have 140-145, and that is an equi-
table distribution (approx. 27 fresh-
men, 34 seniors, 44 juniors, 33-34

sophomores),” Coach Hornish said.
Part of that overwhelming turnout

has a lot to do, not only with a suc-
cessful cross-country season last year,
but also with success in winter and
spring track.

“We have a very strong group of
young ladies, who came in from win-
ter and spring track. Based upon the
performance of last year, we were
second in the county, first in the con-
ference and fourth in the state
sectionals, our JV were state champi-
ons, and our freshmen were among
the top-5 in the state, so we are looking
to challenge Summit for the county
title. We feel, if we stay healthy, we
have a good chance to take back the
state sectional title. If you ask the girls,

we are hoping to make it to Group 4,
which means you have to get in the
top-6. As a lure, we are hoping to take
about 40 girls up to the Nike Northeast
Regionals,” Coach Hornish said.

Several girls bring with them
proven results, including team cap-
tains Gabby Stravach, Elisabeth
Neylan, Erica Fischer and Allison
Diamond. Others presently in the
“Alpha” group are: juniors Meghan
O’Dwyer, Natalie Marcotullio,
Johanna Mermer, Caroline Stocking,
Kelly Morrison and Charlie O’Brien,
along with seniors Anna Tanji and
Kathleen McCutcheon.

“Kelly Morrison is a new addition.
She’s done winter track and had a
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL XC FRONT RUNNERS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; team captains Allison Diamond, Erica
Fischer and Gabby Stravach (missing Elisabeth Neylan); second row, Amanda Fischer, Kathleen McCutcheon, Megan
O’Dwyer, Anna Tanji and Gabriel Brennan; third row, Kelly Morrison, Johanna Mermer, Charlie O’Brien, Natalie
Marcotullio and Caroline Stocking.

CORNWELL, BALIATICO, VANBUSKIRK FIRE IN GOALS

Soccer Raiders Rise to Level
Par. Hills Lady Vikings, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eighteen minutes of relatively even
play changed abruptly to a one-sided
shelling on the part of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team that claimed a 3-0 vic-
tory over the Parsippany Hills Lady
Vikings in Scotch Plains on Septem-
ber 7.

The 1-0 Raiders got off 12 shots on
goal in the scoreless first half and
added another 13 in the second half,
while the Vikings managed only two
shots in each half. Raider goalkeep-
ers, senior Angela Rastelli, needed
only to make one save in the first half
and freshman Andrea Leitner made
one in the second half.

The Raiders’ constant pressure re-

ally began to show signs of domi-
nance when middie Jodie Cornwell
ripped a right-to-left shot that sent
Viking goalkeeper Rochelle Blaire
diving to the ground. Forwards Tori
Baliatico, Kelly Yeager and Paige
Vanbuskirk contributed to the shell-
ing, and when midfielder Kathryn
Cunningham launched a corner kick,
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Blue Devils Top Summit Gymnasts
Story in September 19 Issue

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING OFF A GOOD SHOT...Raider Tori Baliatico, No. 20, took several shots at the Parsippany Hills goal and scored
one in the season opener in Scotch Plains on September 7. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports pages 4-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BANGED OUT AT SECOND...St. George second baseman Gerry Riepe puts the tag on St. Jude’s Daryl Fornuff to complete
a double play in the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League championship game at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on Labor Day. St. George jolted St. Jude, 19-4, for the title. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports pages 2-3.


