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Photo courtesy of  Brian Dunlap
NEW ARRIVAL..The Westfield Fire Department’s newly purchased Ladder 1  arrived to replace the truck damaged during
Hurricane Irene.  A dedication ceremony was held on  September 10 at the Westfield Fire Department.

Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
KICK-OFF PARTY…Approximately 150 people attended the United Fund’s
2013 Campaign Kick-Off Celebration at the home of Geoff and Sydney Sherry on
September 7. Pictured, left to right, are: Jackie and Mike Cash of the Pillar Club,
Dan Clifford, United Fund Executive Director Deirdre Gelinne, and Mark Lynch.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY...Eleanor Clausen, a huge Yankee fan, who recently cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday, had a visit from Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
left, and Councilman Mark LoGrippo. The Mayor read a proclamation on  behalf
of the Town of Westfield declaring September 2 "Eleanor Clausen Day.”

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FREEDOM TOWER…One World Trade Center, unofficially known as the
Freedom Tower, lights the night reclaiming the New York City skyline, left
vacant by the destruction of the Twin Towers on September 11, 2001.
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Westfield Zoning Bd. Denies Two,
OKs Six Variance Appeals

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of adjust-
ment denied two and approved six ap-
peals for variance relief at its meeting
on Monday night.

The board denied, by a 4-4 vote, the
application by Christopher Fikry and
Stephanie Mann, 1020 Summit Av-
enue, to construct a one-story addition
and a two-car garage. The town ordi-
nance requires a 35-foot rear-yard set-
back, where the applicant proposed
22.66 feet. The floor area ratio of the
plan was 33.63 percent (3,881.91 square
feet), where the ordinance allows 31.2
percent (3,600 square feet). They also
sought to increase building coverage.
The ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20 percent
(2,308.7 square feet) and the proposed
was 21.65 percent (2,499.65 square

feet).
“This building maxes out the site and

has no garage, and requires a one-car
garage,” architect Barbara Vincentsen
said.

She said the “feel of the neighbor-
hood” is to have a two-car garage.

Board member Robert Burslem said
he had a concern with her comment of
the house being “maxed out” and “now
we are going to add more.”

Board member Mark Doherty took
issue with adding a two-car garage on
a small lot.

Lori and Jared Rabinowitz of 312
Temple Place were denied by unani-

mous vote their application to con-
struct a rear, one-story addition on their
five-bedroom, 10-year-old home, be-
cause the board said they had not proved
any hardship to allow for the board to
approve the six variances. The couple
sought to expand their kitchen, add a
family room, mudroom and fireplace,
and make the area an open concept.

“I think it is a great design, but I think
it is an overreach,” Board Chairman
William Heinbokel said.

Carried over from the previous meet-
ing, the application by Richard and
Susan Reich to construct a first- and

WF Demolitions Confirmed, Tax
Appeals Granted at Council Mtg.
By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council confirmed the demoli-
tion of five single-family dwellings
and approved payments related to tax
appeals at Tuesday night’s meeting.

Houses located at 200 Woodland
Avenue, 9 Lambert Circle, 828
Coolidge Street, 1120 Wychwood
Road and 857 Dorian Road will be
demolished. The demolition of two
single-family dwellings located at 10
Stoneleigh Park and 564 Downer
Street has been deferred until the
next town meeting due to the delay of
letters approving fire inspection, elec-
tricity stoppage and stating that 10

Stoneleigh Park is not a historical
land area.

According to town administrator
Jim Gildea, the approval for these
two single-family dwellings should
come through within the next two
weeks.

The council, pursuant to the Tax
Court of New Jersey, will pay Duncan
Hill Apartments (East Coast Duncan
Hill, LLC) located on Central Av-
enue $135,487 as reimbursement for
overpaid taxes from the years 2010,
2011 and 2012, the council will also
pay back six individuals a total of
$13,680.07 in overpaid taxes from
2012-2013.

Parking Lot 4, located behind

Baron’s Drug Store, will undergo
paving and restriping. The project is
set to begin Monday, September 16,
but the town is working with business
owners and downtown residents to
limit inconvenience. The town plans
to work on the lot in sections so not to
interrupt its daily use, and to pave the
lot at night.

The last three major roads of the
town’s large repaving project –
Quimby Street, Elmer Street and St.
Paul Street – are expected to be com-
pleted within the next two weeks.
Gallows Hill Road will also regain
speed bumps that were there were
prior to its improvement. For more
information on road closures and tem-
porary parking changes, check the
town’s website, WestfieldNJ.gov or
its Twitter account,
@TownofWestfield. All repaving and
restriping is set to be finished by the
beginning of October.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky presented
Westfield High School teacher Cara
Shields with the Childhood Cancer
Awareness Month Proclamation at
the Municipal Building Tuesday night
at the Westfield Town Council meet-
ing, confirming September as Child-
hood Cancer Awareness Month.
Shield’s young son was diagnosed
with a rare type of cancer and has
since overcome treatments to now be
designated cancer-free.

“I want to encourage research and
the awareness of cancer and thank all
those individuals involved,” Mayor
Skibitsky said.

The council unanimously agreed
to add a town owned parcel of land to
the Dudley Bird Sanctuary and Fri-
day, September 20, was declared
“POW/MIA Remembrance Day,”
which will be commemorated on an
annual basis.

Residents Maria Carluccio and
Adina Enculescu also spoke at the
meeting, reiterating their concern for
the traffic accidents taking place at
the intersection of Clover Street and
Central Avenues.

The Westfield Town Council will
hold its next meeting at the Munici-
pal Building on Tuesday, September
24, at 8 p.m.

Garwood Council Tackles
South Avenue Development

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members agreed Tuesday to prepare
resolutions directing the planning board
to conduct redevelopment studies on
the virtually abandoned industrial sites
on North and South Avenues.

The study, proposed by Councilman
Bill Nierstedt, will determine whether
Casale Industries and the old Garwood
Paperboard plant meet the criteria to be
declared in need of redevelopment
under the state’s Local and Redevelop-
ment Housing law. The declaration is
needed before the borough can rezone
the property.

“All that does is say, ‘Hey this prop-
erty is in sad shape, that basically it’s
bringing down the values in the area
around it,’” Mr. Nierstedt said after the
meeting. “It’s allowing the municipal-
ity to embark on the creation of a
redevelopment plan, which is the next
step.”

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said at her
“state of the borough” meeting last
month that the owners are not inter-
ested in selling for the price buyers are
willing to pay.

She said at one point, there was a
buyer, developer, a contract and a “beau-
tiful project” but talks fell through. The
same scenario happened a second time,
she said.

Councilman Jim Mathieu questioned
whether the study would include any
consideration of eminent domain. “I
just want to make sure that this council
doesn’t in any way consider eminent
domain of private property in favor of
another private property,” he said.

Mr. Nierstedt and Mayor Quattrocchi
assured him it would not.

“What has been contemplated is
bringing together the owner of the prop-
erty and the people who are interested
to try to get them to negotiate on their
own,” Ms. Quattrocchi said. “It’s get-
ting them to talk is where we come in.”

Mr. Mathieu also asked whether it
would be appropriate for the borough
to offer tax rebates to “sweeten the
deal.” Ms. Quattrocchi said anything
would be open for discussion but that
possibility was premature.

He also expressed concern that prop-
erty owners were unaware that the bor-
ough was considering the study. He
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CF Approves UC Kids Grant,
Adopts ‘Complete Streets’

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford’s Town-
ship Committee, on Tuesday night,
resolved to authorize an application for
the 2013 Union County Kids Recre-
ation Fund Grant (UC-KR Grant) and
to establish a “Complete Streets” policy
that would improve pathways for pe-
destrians and cyclists.

The committee also discussed the
resignation of Township Administrator
Joseph Hartnett, ongoing capital
projects, matters of litigation, and a
new opportunity to stream TV-35 pro-
gramming content online.

The committee debated whether to
apply for the UC-KR Grant. The three
projects in the application are a re-
grading of the field at Sherman Park,
purchase of playground equipment for
Roosevelt Park and construction of a
field house-concession stand or bath-
room for Memorial Field Park.

Although the deadline to apply is
nearing, several commissioners ex-
pressed reservations about the town’s
ability to match the county’s funding
contributions, particularly on the Me-
morial Field Park project.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins, the
sole commissioner to ultimately vote
“no” on authorizing the application,
said that without confirmed financial
support from the board of education,
which owns the property at Memorial
Field, the town should not commit to
the project. He noted that Union County
has criticized Cranford for previous
failures to utilize granted money for
projects it could not match. Mayor
Thomas Hannen, Jr. assured Commis-

sioner Kalnins that previously unused
grant monies were now being used.

The committee had no reservations
about resolving to establish a “Com-
plete Streets” policy for Cranford.
“There’s a lot of energy behind this,”
said Deputy Mayor Edward O’ Malley,
noting the speed with which Rebecca
Hoeffler, who proposed the policy, had
gathered a task force and produced
specific recommendations. The policy
will entail design adjustments to
Cranford streets to increase usability
for cyclists, pedestrians and public-
transportation users.

Citizens and commissioners alike
took time to lament Mr. Hartnett’s re-
cent resignation announcement. Ac-
cording to a September 3 NJ.com ar-
ticle by Frank Mustac, Mr. Hartnett’s
resignation letter mentioned “philo-
sophical differences over how the town-
ship should be managed [that]…could
not be resolved under this form of
government.”

Mary O’Connor, a citizen and plan-
ning board member, asked whether the
town had implemented changes to the
township code, recommended in a 2008
charter study, to increase the township
administrator’s autonomy. Mayor
Hannen replied that “90 percent” of the
changes had been implemented, and
further bylaws were adopted this year
to strengthen the administrator’s role.

Mr. Hartnett will continue to serve as
administrator until a suitable replace-
ment can be found. Commissioner
Kevin Campbell praised Mr. Hartnett,
saying, “He is fully engaged with the
town and I haven’t seen any dropoff in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10



Page 10 Thursday, September 12, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

1300 Raritan Road     Clark, NJ 07066      732.669.9024      www.HYATTHILLSPUB.com

Halfway to St. Patty’s Day Celebration
Saturday, Sept 14th 12pm to closing

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In what is being equated with the 1941
attack on Pearl Harbor in its devastating
magnitude of death and destruction, Tues-
day, September 11, 2001 will be a date
infamously linked with the worst act of
terrorism to ever touch American soil.

Countless numbers of lives and the New
York City skyline have been horrifically
altered by a terrorist attack that totally
destroyed the World Trade Center Twin
Towers after two hijacked airline jets crashed
into the 110-story buildings. A third hi-
jacked jet was intentionally plunged into
the Pentagon 15 minutes before the first of
the Twin Towers caved in and collapsed.

Two hijacked commercial airline jets
were flown directly into The World Trade
Center Twin Towers, located in Battery
Park City in Lower Manhattan, on Tuesday
morning in what is being described as a
terrorist suicide mission. The North Tower
was hit at approximately 8:45 a.m. near the
80th floor, and the South Tower was hit
near the 70th floor at 9:03 a.m.

As of yesterday morning, much of New
York City was paralyzed by the attacks and
many schools and businesses were shut
down.

Both Trade Center towers had huge,
gaping holes from which flames, smoke
and debris poured out for hours after the
crashes. A third hijacked jet subsequently
crashed into the Pentagon at approximately
9:45 a.m. A fourth jet crashed approxi-
mately 80 miles outside of Pittsburgh at
10:10 a.m.

Then, one hour after the first crash, the
North Tower collapsed on itself at 10 a.m.
and the South Tower collapsed approxi-
mately one half-hour later at 10:30 a.m.
Both towers crumbled into piles of rubble,
sending shattered glass and a thick cloud of
smoke, debris and soot billowing into the
streets of Lower Manhattan for hours, cov-
ering cars and people trapped in its blinding
wake with silt and dust.

Although numerous of employees were
evacuated after the initial plane crashes,
eyewitness accounts from the streets below
reported, on the major news stations, seeing
people plunge out of upper-story windows,
to their death, from the fiery floors above.

Thousands of terrified people ran franti-
cally from the impenetrable cloud of smoke
that enveloped the entire tip of Lower Man-
hattan after the buildings collapsed.

Hundreds of passengers aboard the four
airplanes were immediately presumed dead,
and thousands of New York City and Pen-
tagon employees were injured. More than
50,000 people work in the World Trade
Center and over 200,000 people travel
through the towers on a daily basis. It is
estimated that approximately 24,000 people
work at the Pentagon.

As of Tuesday night, there were no
official figures on the number of fatalities,
although city officials estimated the num-
ber of casualties would be high due to the
hundreds of emergency personnel in and
around the buildings at the time of the
collapses.

As of 10:30 p.m. on Tuesday, more than
600 firefighters and New York City police
were still missing. New York City hospitals
were filled with the injured, including vic-
tims with third-degree burns, smoke inha-
lation and many eye injuries from shat-
tered, falling glass and debris.

New York Governor George Pataki and
Acting Governor of New Jersey Donald T.
DiFrancesco declared states of emergency,
respectively, in order to have the power to
summon the National Guard and other
emergency personnel.

Thousands of emergency workers, in-
cluding all police, fire and rescue squad
workers were summoned to duty. Emer-
gency workers from New Jersey were al-
lowed to enter New York City to assist in
containing the disaster.

Thousands of New Jersey commuters
were trapped in New York City when
bridges and tunnels were closed and most
forms of public transportation were sus-
pended for the remainder of the day. Many
of those evacuated were advised by emer-
gency personnel to wait inside nearby build-
ings until the smoke and falling debris
settled. Rescue workers escorted the evacu-
ated workers to Battery City Park, where
tugboats, ferries and local cruise boats trans-
ported the shaken commuters across the
Hudson River to Hoboken and Jersey City
to other forms of transportation to various
parts of New Jersey.

For most of the day, telephone service in
and out of New York City was inoperable
as the system was over-burdened with calls
from concerned family and friends, who

anxiously awaited word on the whereabouts
of their loved ones. Cell phone service in
and out of the city worked intermittently or
not at all at varying times.

The major network news stations, which
transmit from the towers, including ABC,
NBC and CBS, went off the air for several
minutes immediately following the plane
crashes and had interruptions in service for
several hours. Emergency telephone num-
bers were announced on the networks for
information about family and friends who
worked in the Trade Center or who were
passengers aboard the affected flights.

As of 11:15 p.m. on Tuesday, there were
network reports of cell phone calls coming
from inside the towers from survivors
trapped under the debris. Many bodies
were also pulled from the debris through-
out the day, but exact numbers were not
given.

The identity of the terrorists responsible
for the attacks has not yet been confirmed
by Tuesday night, but government sources
reported that the Afghanistan Taliban, linked
to Muslim terrorist leader Osama bin Laden
claimed responsibility for the disasters.

He has also reportedly met with the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad regarding their
common hatred of the United States Sev-
eral months ago, bin Laden was quoted as
saying that he would exact “extreme ven-
geance” and retribution on the United
States for political actions in the past.

Congressman James Moran of Vir-
ginia was quoted on an news Website as
saying that he had learned at a Washing-
ton briefing that the fourth jet appeared
to be headed for the Presidential retreat
Camp David in Maryland, when it
crashed 85 miles short of its intended
target. Rumors that the government or-
dered the hijacked plane to be shot down
were denied by the State Department.

Although Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld stopped short of de-
claring this an “act of war,” when ques-
tioned on television by ABC reporters,
President George W. Bush said that these
horrible acts would not go unpunished
once it was determined who was respon-
sible.

Aircraft carriers were deployed off
the East and West Coasts of the United
States as a security measure, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Henry H. Shelton said, “the
Armed Forces are ready to go.” Most State
Department buildings, including the White
House, the Capitol, the Pentagon, the Su-

preme Court and many other government
buildings in Washington, D.C. and in New
York City were evacuated.

The collapse of the Twin Towers, which
housed many administrative offices for in-
ternational world banks and other financial
institutions, forced the New York City Stock
Exchange to close. Other stock exchanges
worldwide followed suit as a precautionary
measure.

Portions of the Pentagon, one of the
largest buildings in the world and the seat of
the Defense Department, collapsed after
flames burned out of control for several
hours. World Trade Tower no. 7 also col-
lapsed, presumed to have been caused by
associated fire.

The construction of the Trade Center
began in 1966 and was completed in 1972.
The towers were 1,368 feet tall — the tallest
buildings in city and the third largest in the
world.

They housed many administrative of-
fices of the world’s largest, international
banks and investment firms, including the
offices of Morgan Stanley Dean Witter.
The towers were also the home of a 427,000-
squarefoot retail space known as The Mall,
which was occupied by retailers such as
The Gap, J. Crew, Banana Republic and
The Limited. The towers also housed nu-
merous museums, restaurants, hotels and a
rooftop observatory.

The world-renown Windows on the
World restaurant occupied the North
Tower’s 107th floor.

In an unprecedented move by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, airports
throughout the nation were shut down and
all commercial airline flights were ordered
to land at the nearest airport.

Many municipal buildings in New York
and New Jersey also closed to allow em-
ployees an opportunity to locate family
members who were still trapped in New
York. Most local schools remained opened
with counselors on hand to support stu-
dents that were traumatized by the day’s
events. Many local students who have par-
ents that work in New York were sum-
moned to their school’s guidance offices to
be counseled and to ensure that they were
released home to either a parent or emer-
gency contact person at the close of the
school day. Several local churches held or
will hold special prayer services for those
who were affected by the tragedies.

There is no word yet on the number of
local families that will be seriously affected
by the tragic events.

Twin Towers Destroyed
Archive Edition of September 13, 2001

said their cooperation could potentially
help. “I would just caution, people,
from a public relations point of view,
that we represent them, that we don’t
rule over them, just to let them know,
‘Hey listen. This is what we’re doing
here and we want to give you a heads up
on it.’”

Mr. Nierstedt said the property own-
ers are well aware of the study.

“In terms of being upset, I would be
upset if I lived next door to the paper-
board company. There are certainly
two viewpoints to that.

“Are you required by law to notify
them? No. Are they aware already?
Absolutely,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

However, he said they would be of-
ficially notified and that it would help
to have their consent.

The resolutions will be introduced at
the next council meeting.

Council President and Finance Chair-
woman Sara Todisco said she could not
promise that next year’s property tax
hike would be less than 2 percent per
$100,000 of assessed value. Two per-
cent is about $60, she said.

Six police officers are changing
classes and will each receive a
$12,000 salary increase, which trans-
lates to a $35 increase. “So you can
see, we already know that – one piece
of the puzzle is $35,” Ms. Todisco
said. “And of course, there will be
other items that we can’t predict right
now, health care, pension...” The com-
ment was in response to a question
posed by Bruce Paterson of Willow
Avenue at the August 27 meeting who
wanted the council to promise not to

increase taxes more than 2 percent.
Mr. Mathieu said he did make that

promise. “I want to reiterate it in public,
on the record. I will not vote for a
budget with more than a 2 percent tax
increase.”

Mr. Paterson told the council during
public comments: “I just got my tax bill
today. It is $8,700.”

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli in-
formed the council that the results from
additional testing on soil at the Athletic
Field Complex were “consistent” with
previous findings by the borough. The
disclosure, which means there is no
greater contamination, prompted coun-
cil members to enter an unscheduled
executive session at the conclusion of
the meeting.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
recommended the executive session
because Flanagan Contracting Group,
the builder of the site, has threatened to
sue the borough over the removal of the
soil.

Council members did not take any
action on a proposed borough-wide
reassessment. Tax Assessor Annmarie
Switzer recommended against a re-
evaluation at last month’s meeting, ar-
guing the action carried a high risk of
increased county taxes without provid-
ing much benefit to the municipality or
its taxpayers.

Ms. Todisco, who is against a re-
evaluation, suggested an informal
vote but no one made a motion. Mr.
Mathieu has repeatedly questioned
the “fairness” and “morality” of us-
ing an assessment last conducted in
1984.

second-story addition was approved.
The plan is to add a family room,
mudroom and powder room on the first
floor and a master suite with walk-in
closet and master bath on the second
floor. The owners had agreed to demol-
ish the existing one-car garage and
replace it with a smaller one-car garage
to aid in reducing the building cover-
age by 90 square feet. The ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage
of 20 percent and they proposed 23.4
percent.

Richard Russo of 1128 Prospect
Street was approved variance relief for
a front-yard setback in the construction
of a new single-family home. The ordi-
nance requires a front-yard setback of
71.6 feet. Proposed was 43.5 feet. The
property was part of a subdivision that
took place in 1964, said the applicant’s
engineer, William Hollows. As a result,
the home’s front yard became smaller.
The applicant is planning to tear down
the existing home and build a new
home on the existing footprint.

Two neighbors had testified that
should the home be required to have a
71.6-foot setback that the house would
then cast a shadow onto their back-
yards and pools.

Another neighbor to the left, Susan
Doherty, said she was concerned with
the plan to regrade the lot and remove
trees, which she said would increase
flooding on her property. She said there
already is an existing problem, and this
would worsen the issue. The board said
she would have to take it up with the
town engineer when he is in the process

of approving plans.
Aron Minken and Nancy Weiss, 412

Wells Street, were approved to con-
struct a single-story addition to the side
of the kitchen and garage to add a
mudroom and powder room and change
the kitchen layout to add storage. The
board approved variance relief for side-
yard setback and building coverage.

Scott and Carol Geraghty, 744
Embree Crescent, were approved to
construct a one- and two-story addi-
tion. The plan is to expand the kitchen,
relocate the dining room to the side
porch and add a family room and bath-
room.

Denise Edwards and Vasu Kengeri,
702 Shackamaxon Drive, were ap-
proved to cover the front entryway
with a portico, with the condition that it
remain an open porch. “It really im-
proves the streetscape,” board member
Maryalice Ryan said.

Dalida and Peter Nigro, 433 Roanoke
Road, were approved to construct a
second-story addition on the existing
footprint of their split-level home. The
existing non-conforming rear-yard set-
back is 35.94 feet, which would remain
the same, where the ordinance requires
a minimum rear-yard setback of 40
feet. The couple plan to increase closet
space, build a larger bathroom and add
a chimney for a fireplace, which will
break up the continuous, exterior side
wall to add interest.

The board scheduled a special meet-
ing to hear an application for Carlo’s
Bakery, newly opened on East Broad
Street, on Wednesday, October 23.
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Town of Westfield Vindicated on
Sunnyside Builder’s Remedy Lawsuit

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Former Town Attor-
ney and Special Council to the Town
Council Robert Cockren told the council
on Tuesday night that after four years of
litigation, the town has been vindicated
on the builder’s remedy suit brought
against the town by developer Sunnyside
Senior Housing, LLC.

According to Mr. Cockren, state Supe-
rior Court Judge Frederic Kessler issued
his opinion via a phone conference on
Monday that Westfield is in compliance
with first and second round Council On
Affordable Housing (COAH) obligations.

In January 2009, Sunnyside, owned
by Ray Rodgers, filed a lawsuit against
the Town of Westfield and the planning
board, alleging that its attempts to de-
velop property on Springfield Avenue
were “rebuffed” by the defendants. The
suit was considered a “builder’s rem-
edy” lawsuit, as the town did not have
an approved fair-housing plan under
regulations set forth by COAH.

According to Mr. Cockren, the court
found that Westfield was in compli-
ance with COAH, and that the town
actually has an additional 59 housing
credits to go toward any possible third
round obligations they may have. A
third round of COAH regulations are
currently being litigated in the appel-
late division.

While part of the settlement of the
lawsuit gives the town a court-approved
COAH plan, and makes them immune
to another builder’s remedy suit; the
other part also approves construction
of 24 units on the Springfield Avenue
site, with four of them being afford-
able. Despite the name of the company
the units will not be age restricted.

When the town’s settlement of the
lawsuit was announced, and the property
was re-zoned, residents of Cranford who
abut the property spoke out against the
project, both at a council meeting and in
Judge Kessler’s courtroom.

Many of the residents cited concerns
about water run-off, traffic implications
and changing the look of their neighbor-
hood. Several of the residents also said
that the previous owners, who sold the
property in 2004, would not have sold the
property to Mr. Rodgers if they had known
his intent.

According to Mr. Cockren, while case

law governing affordable housing plans
and lawsuits prevented Judge Kessler
from ruling specifically on the residents
objections to the Sunnyside development,
Sunnyside’s four affordable housing units
are not included in the town’s court-
approved fair share housing plan. If the

units are eventually developed, they will
go toward whatever obligation the town
has beyond the existing 59 credits for
the third round of COAH.

Sunnyside must now go before the
Westfield Planning Board for approval
in order to develop the property.

Photo courtesy of Jaime-Lyn Garnecki
ROAD TRIP...Jackson and Griffin Garneck hang on to a copy of The Westfield
Leader while on a three-week cross country camping trip which included a stop
at Mount Rushmore. The Garnecki’s drove approximatley 6,000 miles and
visited 13 states.

TRAVEL ABROAD...Spending most of the month of August traveling in Italy,
Anthony Bengivenga,  president of the Westfield Chapter of UNICO and Bob
Tarte, vice-president of the Westfield Chapter,  take a break in front of St. Peter's
Basilica in Rome with The Westfield Leader in hand.
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Cranford
service [since his announcement.]”

Mr. Harnett detailed multiple capital
projects that he is still overseeing, in-
cluding a shared-services agreement
with Garwood to resurface Gallows
Hill Road, a fully-funded River Debris
cleaning project, the delayed-but-pro-
gressing Hillside Avenue Tunnel
project, and information technology
upgrades to town hall.

Township Attorney Daniel McCarthy
provided updates on township litiga-
tion. He said Cranford had reached a
settlement with the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA), which
had counter-sued Cranford after losing
its own suit against New Jersey’s De-
partment of Environmental Protection
for polluting the Passaic River Water-
shed. Cranford declined to pay the
$95,000 settlement requested, and suc-
cessfully negotiated a $25,000 settle-
ment instead.

Mr. McCarthy also reported that the
town’s appeal of the decision in favor
of developers who want to build on
Birchwood Avenue was proceeding.
The town opposes the Birchwood de-
velopment because of its placement in
a flood-prone area.  Commissioner
Campbell noted that Cranford is still
recovering from the flooding brought
by Hurricane Irene in 2011. He called
the Birchwood development “irratio-
nal” in light of that history.

In other news, Ed Davenport of
Cranford’s TV-35 revealed that the sta-
tion will be able to stream its program-
ming content online for the next year.
The free trial period came in a package
with some equipment that the station
recently purchased.

Mr. Davenport said the trial period
will give him an opportunity to discern
whether Cranford residents prefer to
have an online viewing option. He also
is seeking high-school or adult volun-
teers to help out at the station.

The committee passed two ordinances,
one to change the speed limit on Walnut
Avenue to 25 m.p.h. from North Avenue
to Lincoln Avenue, and one to mandate a
fee for restaurants that require a second
inspection. The speed limit ordinance
requires approval at the county level.
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Dave Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ENJOYING THE LABOR DAY GAME...Fans root for their favorite team during the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League championship game between St. George and St. Jude at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on Labor Day. St. George
taught St. Jude a 19-4 lesson for the title. See story on page 11 of the sports section.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FREEDOM TOWER…One World Trade Center, unofficially known as the
Freedom Tower, lights the night, reclaiming the New York City skyline, left
vacant by the destruction of the Twin Towers on September 11, 2001.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
SAFE PLAY…At the Shady Lane block party on September 7, Fanwood Rescue
Squad members Ian Lewis, left, and Tom Kranz supervise safe play on one of the
ambulances.

Llewellyn Jones Campaigning For
Unexpired Township Council Seat

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
voters in November will decide who
serves the remaining year in the town-
ship council seat previously held by
Kevin Glover before he was elected
mayor last year.

The race for the seat is between
Democrat Lou Beckerman, who was
appointed by the local Democratic
Committee to serve as a councilman
until the election, and Republican
Llewellyn Jones, a former member of
the township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment.

Mr. Jones, who runs his business, Q
Trade Capital Partners in Westfield, an
electronic market equities and futures
company, with two other former
Goldman Sachs employees, was inter-
viewed by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on Monday.

He said the issue that made him
decide to run for the governing body

was when the mayor and council voted
to replace “the vast ma-
jority of service provid-
ers and volunteers.”

“I think any time you
have changing of politi-
cal parties in charge it is
reasonable to expect that
there will be various
(amounts) of turnover,
but I felt the wholesale
changes that were
brought about this year
weren’t all in the best interest of Scotch
Plains,” Mr. Jones said. He questioned
the “motivation” behind the changes.

The candidate said, like many resi-
dents he has spoken to during
his campaign, he is a propo-
nent of “some sort of develop-
ment in the downtown area.”

“I’m not a big proponent of
spending a lot of tax money
and having the government do
development there,” he said,
noting the area that he would
like developed is along Park
Avenue and Second Avenue
“or anything adjoining Park.”

“You can’t compete with Westfield;
we shouldn’t try and compete with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Llewellyn Jones

S.O.S...Jim Killeen of Scotch Plains found himself stranded hundreds of miles
from land and tethered to the deck for safety while on a boat trip in the Atlantic
Ocean after the rudder was knocked from the boat during extreme weather.

SP Man Recounts Six-Day
Adventure In Rudderless Boat

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Scotch
Plains man who traded his desk at the
bank for a boat trip in the Atlantic
Ocean found himself hundreds of miles
from land and tethered to the deck for
safety as waves battered the rudderless
vessel.

Jim Killeen, a project manager for
Citibank, has always looked for adven-
ture, whether it was white-water raft-
ing or hot-air ballooning.

But nothing had prepared him for the
experience of a lifetime when he set
sail on the Elusive, a 39-foot sailboat,
with owner Wayne Gilliken and a man
he knows only as Karl.

Mr. Gilliken had sailed the Elusive in
a race from Massachusetts to Bermuda
but needed a new crew to bring her
back.

“He was really looking for sailors
with many hours of experience of ocean
sailing. I have hours of bay sailing
experience,” laughed Mr. Killeen.

The trio left Bermuda on a Monday,
a beautiful summer day with almost no

wind, porpoises and flying fish accom-
panying them on their journey.

But just two days into what was a
voyage of more than 600 miles to New
York, the weather deteriorated.

“It was fun at that stage,” Mr. Killeen
said. “We were traveling at about eight
knots – which is about as fast as a boat
like that will go. We would hit the
occasional big wave where you get that
feeling in your stomach like being on a
roller coaster.”

The three men took turns at four-
hour watches during the night. It was 3
a.m. on Wednesday morning when Mr.
Killeen was dragged from his bunk by
the captain, shouting, “All hands on
deck.”

“The skipper announced that the rud-
der had gone,” Mr. Killeen said. “It has
just sheered off so we had no means of
steering the boat. We weren’t in any
danger of sinking, but if another boat
came towards us, we couldn’t turn.”

The boat was still almost 300 miles
from land with the Atlantic Ocean
stretching out in all directions and no

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Board OKs Subdivision,
Agrees to BOE Acquisition

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board on Mon-
day approved a subdivision appli-
cation that will convert a three-acre
tract of land at the corner of Martine
Avenue and Cooper Road into three
one-acre lots, with three single-fam-
ily homes to be built.

Konstruct Enterprises will de-
velop the property, which currently
fronts on Martine Avenue, and build
three Colonial-style homes, all of
which will face Cooper Road. An
existing home, which has been un-
occupied for nearly 20 years, will
be razed. Describing the home as
being in “disrepair,” Konstruct’s
engineer, Thomas Quinn, added,
“Everything about the property is
in disrepair.” He told the board at its
meeting that a man-made lake in
the center of the mostly overgrown
property will be filled in and said
that a series of dry wells will be
installed to help with stormwater
drainage on the three newly-desig-
nated properties. There are recog-
nized wetlands at the rear of each of
the properties, and prospective
homeowners will be apprised of
that designation and development
restrictions related to it.

Konstruct’s owner, Dominick
Verdic, told the board the three
homes will be two-story dwellings,
each about 5,000 square feet in to-
tal area. Each will have a two-car

garage, and at the urging of the
board, the garages will be side-load-
ing, not front-loading, meaning cars
will be able to turn around in the
driveway before proceeding to exit
their property onto Cooper Road.
In response to board member Jef-
frey Strauss, Mr. Quinn said such a
garage set-up will eliminate the
need for cars to have to back out
onto busy Cooper Road.

Earlier in its meeting, the board
heard from Casper Boehm, an at-
torney representing the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion, who sought the planning
board’s certification that a planned
sale to the board of education of a
private home adjacent to Terrill
Middle School would not be con-
trary to the township’s master plan.
The state Department of Education
is seeking such certification, Mr.
Boehm said, and requires that the
local planning board formally re-
view the sale in advance.

Once the sale of the home is com-
pleted, the dwelling will be razed
and the property, after it is rezoned,
will be incorporated into the Terrill
Middle School property. Mr. Boehm
said there are, as of yet, no concrete
plans for the land’s use, although
he said it could be used perhaps for
additional bus turnaround or added
parking. Board members seemed to
have few reservations about the
transaction, with Mr. Strauss call-
ing it “a great benefit to the school.”

Scotch Plains Recreation Comm.
Reports Positive Camp Feedback
By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission found
improvements in past endeavors, re-
cently finished projects and upcom-
ing events after reviewing reports and
feedback at its monthly meeting at
Scotch Hills Country Club Monday
night.

After sending out a post-survey at
the end of this summer’s day camp,
which ended on August 9, the recre-
ation commission found the majority
of the feedback to be positive, with
minor suggestions for improvements
from parents and campers.

“Parents found it to be very reason-

ably priced and a well-supervised
program,” Chairman Robert
Giordanella said. “We will work to
improve the inclement-weather al-
ternatives and plan to re-do the bath-
rooms at Brookside Park.”

Campers may also find next year’s
program to include a larger variety of
arts and crafts, as well as more picnic
tables for seating and activities. The
recreation commission also plans to
look into a camp for older kids that
will better meet the needs and likes of
sixth, seventh and eighth graders.

“Overall, there was nothing but
fantastic ratings,” Mr. Giordanella
said. “We are proud of our staff and
our counselors.”

After setting a goal in the begin-
ning of the year for an updated website
and a new Facebook page, the recre-
ation commission plans to move for-
ward with both within the upcoming
months.

“This was a part of our goals that
we established at the beginning of the
year,” Mr. Giordanella said. “We want
to almost eliminate the [phone]
hotline and use the website to update
everyone on field closures, sports and
even Scotch Hills Country Club book-
ings. People will be able to register
and book events and dates online.”

Upcoming projects around town
include the leveling of Haven Park
and Green Forest Park, as well as tree
plantings at the Pad and at Memorial
Park – all of which should be com-
pleted within the next week or so,
according to the commission. Within
the next 30 to 60 days, Kramer Park
will gain four wall ball courts. Projects
such as the irrigation of Brookside
Park and fence work at Farley, Me-
morial and Kramer Parks are all still
underway. Details and finalizations
will take place at future meetings.

Prior to the end of the year, the
Recreation Commission has a series
of events coming up including Scotch
Plains Day on Sunday, October 6.
This year’s Scotch Plains Day is
funded by StreetFairs.org, helping to
offset the cost of maintenance and
police staff needed for the day’s
events. StreetFairs.org is paying the
township of Scotch Plains $3,000 for
this year’s Scotch Plains Day.

Other upcoming events include
Senior Appreciation Day on Thurs-
day, September 19, at Scotch Hills
Country Club. Senior residents can
enjoy bingo starting at 10 a.m. and a
barbecue lunch at noon. Seniors in
need of transportation are encour-
aged to call Dial-A-Ride at (908)
322-5151.

The Halloween Parade and annual
celebration has been scheduled for
Thursday, October 31, at LaGrande
Park. Festivities will begin at 5:30
p.m. and include a Trunk-or-Treat in
the Fanwood Memorial Library park-
ing lot as well as cider and doughnuts
offered at LaGrande Park. The jack-
o’-lantern contest and costume com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Halfway to St. Patty’s Day Celebration
Saturday, Sept 14th 12pm to closing

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

In what is being equated with the 1941
attack on Pearl Harbor in its devastating
magnitude of death and destruction,
Tuesday, September 11, 2001 will be a
date infamously linked with the worst
act of terrorism to ever touch American
soil.

Countless numbers of lives and the
New York City skyline have been hor-
rifically altered by a terrorist attack that
totally destroyed the World Trade Cen-
ter Twin Towers after two hijacked air-
line jets crashed into the 110-story build-
ings. A third hijacked jet was intention-
ally plunged into the Pentagon 15 min-
utes before the first of the Twin Towers
caved in and collapsed.

Two hijacked commercial airline jets
were flown directly into The World Trade
Center Twin Towers, located in Battery
Park City in Lower Manhattan, on Tues-
day morning in what is being described
as a terrorist suicide mission. The North
Tower was hit at approximately 8:45
a.m. near the 80th floor, and the South
Tower was hit near the 70th floor at
approximately 9:03 a.m.

As of yesterday morning, much of
New York City was paralyzed by the
attacks and many schools and businesses
were shut down.

Both Trade Center towers had huge,
gaping holes from which flames, smoke
and debris poured out for hours after the
crashes. A third hijacked jet subsequently
crashed into the Pentagon at approxi-
mately 9:45 a.m. A fourth jet crashed
approximately 80 miles outside of Pitts-
burgh at 10:10 a.m.

Then, one hour after the first crash, the
North Tower collapsed on itself at 10
a.m. and the South Tower collapsed ap-
proximately one half-hour later at 10:30
a.m. Both towers crumbled into piles of
rubble, sending shattered glass and a
thick cloud of smoke, debris and soot
billowing into the streets of Lower Man-
hattan for hours, covering cars and people
trapped in its blinding wake with silt and
dust.

Although numerous of employees
were evacuated after the initial plane
crashes, eyewitness accounts from the
streets below reported, on the major news
stations, seeing people plunge out of
upper-story windows, to their death, from
the fiery floors above.

Thousands of terrified people ran fran-
tically from the impenetrable cloud of
smoke that enveloped the entire tip of
Lower Manhattan after the buildings col-
lapsed.

Hundreds of passengers aboard the
four airplanes were immediately pre-
sumed dead, and thousands of New
York City and Pentagon employees
were injured. More than 50,000 people
work in the World Trade Center and
over 200,000 people travel through the
towers on a daily basis. It is estimated
that approximately 24,000 people work
at the Pentagon.

As of Tuesday night, there were no
official figures on the number of fatali-
ties, although city officials estimated
the number of casualties would be high
due to the hundreds of emergency per-
sonnel in and around the buildings at
the time of the collapses.

As of 10:30 p.m. on Tuesday, more
than 600 firefighters and New York
City police were still missing. New
York City hospitals were filled with
the injured, including victims with
third-degree burns, smoke inhalation
and many eye injuries from shattered,
falling glass and debris.

New York Governor George Pataki
and Acting Governor of New Jersey
Donald T. DiFrancesco declared states
of emergency, respectively, in order to
have the power to summon the Na-
tional Guard and other emergency per-
sonnel.

Thousands of emergency workers,
including all police, fire and rescue
squad workers were summoned to duty.
Emergency workers from New Jersey
were allowed to enter New York City to
assist in containing the disaster.

Thousands of New Jersey commut-
ers were trapped in New York City
when bridges and tunnels were closed
and most forms of public transporta-
tion were suspended for the remainder
of the day. Many of those evacuated
were advised by emergency personnel
to wait inside nearby buildings until
the smoke and falling debris settled.
Rescue workers escorted the evacuated
workers to Battery City Park, where
tugboats, ferries and local cruise boats
transported the shaken commuters
across the Hudson River to Hoboken
and Jersey City to other forms of trans-
portation to various parts of New Jer-
sey.

For most of the day, telephone ser-
vice in and out of New York City was
inoperable as the system was over-bur-
dened with calls from concerned fam-
ily and friends, who anxiously awaited
word on the whereabouts of their loved
ones. Cell phone service in and out of
the city worked intermittently or not at
all at varying times.

The major network news stations,
which transmit from the towers, in-
cluding ABC, NBC and CBS, went off
the air for several minutes immediately
following the plane crashes and had
interruptions in service for several
hours. Emergency telephone numbers
were announced on the networks for
information about family and friends
who worked in the Trade Center or who
were passengers aboard the affected
flights.

As of 11:15 p.m. on Tuesday, there
were network reports of cell phone calls
coming from inside the towers from
survivors trapped under the debris.
Many bodies were also pulled from the
debris throughout the day, but exact
numbers were not given.

The identity of the terrorists respon-
sible for the attacks has not yet been
confirmed by Tuesday night, but gov-
ernment sources reported that the Af-
ghanistan Taliban, linked to Muslim
terrorist leader Osama bin Laden
claimed responsibility for the disas-
ters.

He has also reportedly met with the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad regarding their
common hatred of the United States
Several months ago, bin Laden was
quoted as saying that he would exact
“extreme vengeance” and retribution
on the United States for political ac-
tions in the past.

Congressman James Moran of Vir-
ginia was quoted on an news Website
as saying that he had learned at a Wash-
ington briefing that the fourth jet ap-
peared to be headed for the Presidential
retreat Camp David in Maryland, when
it crashed 85 miles short of its intended
target. Rumors that the government or-
dered the hijacked plane to be shot
down were denied by the State Depart-
ment.

Although Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld stopped short of de-
claring this an “act of war,” when ques-
tioned on television by ABC reporters,

President George W. Bush said that
these horrible acts would not go unpun-
ished once it was determined who was
responsible.

Aircraft carriers were deployed off
the East and West Coasts of the United
States as a security measure, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Henry H. Shelton said, “the
Armed Forces are ready to go.” Most
State Department buildings, including
the White House, the Capitol, the Pen-
tagon, the Supreme Court and many
other government buildings in Wash-
ington, D.C. and in New York City
were evacuated.

The collapse of the Twin Towers,
which housed many administrative of-
fices for international world banks and
other financial institutions, forced the
New York City Stock Exchange to
close. Other stock exchanges world-
wide followed suit as a precautionary
measure.

Portions of the Pentagon, one of the
largest buildings in the world and the
seat of the Defense Department, col-
lapsed after flames burned out of con-
trol for several hours. World Trade
Tower no. 7 also collapsed, presumed
to have been caused by associated fire.

The construction of the Trade Center
began in 1966 and was completed in
1972. The towers were 1,368 feet tall
— the tallest buildings in city and the
third largest in the world.

They housed many administrative of-
fices of the world’s largest, interna-
tional banks and investment firms, in-
cluding the offices of Morgan Stanley
Dean Witter. The towers were also the
home of a 427,000-squarefoot retail
space known as The Mall, which was
occupied by retailers such as The Gap,
J. Crew, Banana Republic and The Lim-
ited. The towers also housed numerous
museums, restaurants, hotels and a roof-
top observatory.

The world-renown Windows on the
World restaurant occupied the North
Tower’s 107th floor.

In an unprecedented move by the
Federal Aviation Administration, air-
ports throughout the nation were shut
down and all commercial airline flights
were ordered to land at the nearest
airport.

Many municipal buildings in New
York and New Jersey also closed to
allow employees an opportunity to lo-
cate family members who were still
trapped in New York. Most local
schools remained opened with counse-
lors on hand to support students that
were traumatized by the day’s events.
Many local students who have parents
that work in New York were summoned
to their school’s guidance offices to be
counseled and to ensure that they were
released home to either a parent or
emergency contact person at the close
of the school day. Several local churches
held or will hold special prayer ser-
vices for those who were affected by
the tragedies.

There is no word yet on the number
of local families that will be seriously
affected by the tragic events.

Twin Towers Destroyed
Archive Edition of September 13, 2001

Westfield. But a lot of people point to
the development in Garwood or the
development in Fanwood and they ask
why we don’t see some similar devel-
opment in Scotch Plains,” Mr. Jones
said.

He said he would be “open” to mov-
ing the municipal building out of the
downtown area, as proposed by former
mayor Nancy Malool, “if the right op-
portunity presented itself.” He said
moving town hall would have to be
“part of a larger and cohesive plan for
the downtown.”

Mr. Jones said he was concerned
over talk by the governing body of
selling the so-called Hedge property, a
strip of land between the Darby Road
Publick House and Restaurant and the
municipal parking lot next to the mu-
nicipal building, which he feels was
not well thought out because of a lack
of a parking plan.

“If it is not done in the context of
thinking through parking issues and
other things like that it could just
create more headaches,” he said.

Discussing the special improve-
ment district, the candidate said the
elimination of SID assessment fees
on business district properties this
year “flies in the face of having a
successful SID.”

“I think I am in the majority when
I say I don’t think the SID has accom-

plished a lot in the last five years, so
I don’t see how cutting their budget
in half helps move the downtown
forward,” he said.

He said the most important issue in
the campaign is the municipal bud-
get.

“Specifically, how is it funded and
how does it set us up for future years?”
Mr. Jones said.

While the budget is within the 2-
percent state cap, he said he is con-
cerned over the growth in expenses,
“which is only setting us up for a
headache in future years.”

Another issue about which Mr.
Jones is concerned is what he said is
the “dwindling” number of volun-
teers on the township’s fire depart-
ment. He said the number of volun-
teers is about half of what it was in
past years. Scotch Plains has a paid
fire chief.

“That is a serious concern to me,”
he said.

He said a $1.1-million capital bud-
get request for a new bucket truck by
the fire department was rejected by
the mayor and council this year.

Mr. Jones said Scotch Plains’ state
rating for fire coverage was recently
cut, a rating used by homeowner in-
surance companies to set insurance
rates. Among the reasons for the rat-
ing cut were reduced staffing and
equipment issues.

“There isn’t an easy solution to
getting our rating back up, but I think
it is important that we develop a plan
to get that rating restored, or at least
address the issues that have allowed
this to come about, so we don’t see
further reductions in our rating,” he
said. “I haven’t seen any effort made
by the current council to address this
important issue.”

On the issue of separately billing

TRAVEL ABROAD...Spending most of the month of August traveling in Italy,
Anthony Bengivenga,  president of the Westfield Chapter of UNICO, and Bob
Tarte, vice-president of the Westfield Chapter,  take a break in front of St. Peter's
Basilica in Rome with The Westfield Leader in hand.
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Llewellyn Jones

way of her crew directing her towards
the United States coast.

Mr. Killeen spent his time on the
radio, on the Channel 16 emergency
frequency, letting other boats in the
area know that they were sailing with-
out a rudder.

“By the rules of the road, we should
give way to bigger sailing vessels, but
obviously we couldn’t!” he said.

The weather got steadily worse
through Thursday and Friday.

“When I came up for my watch on
Thursday morning, we were in a minor
gale – we were in 40-plus mph winds
and the waves were steadily 15 feet, but
we definitely saw 20-foot waves.

“You couldn’t be on deck unless you
were tethered to the deck. A couple of
times when I was in the cockpit, the
bow of the boat went under the water
with the other two guys out there, and
you were hoping that they would come
up again.”

Skipper Gilliken contacted the U.S.
Coast Guard on the satellite phone.

“We weren’t expecting them to come
out and get us because we weren’t in
any danger. We had plenty of supplies,
we weren’t taking in water, we had
plenty of fuel and we were heading
west towards the United States. The
Coast Guard would come out in an
emergency, but the captain didn’t want
to lose his boat.

“There is a service called Boat U.S.,
which is like AAA is for drivers, but
they would only come out 75 miles to
get us, so we calculated we would have
to go more than 200 miles without our
rudder in order for them to come and
get us,” Mr. Killeen said.

The crew was originally heading for
New York Harbor, but at that stage they
thought they were probably heading
towards Atlantic City.

“The skipper wanted to get his boat
home to New York, but for the two guys
along for the ride, any land was good
land at that stage,” Mr. Killeen said.

The situation deteriorated as hal-
yards used to pull up the sail were torn
from the boat and their speed decreased
dramatically. They decided to use their
limited fuel supply to power the motor.

On Saturday morning the Coast
Guard told them they were 100 miles
off Delaware. They had lost their last
sail and they were running out of fuel,
but they must have drifted close enough
to the coast for Boat U.S. to come out
and tow them into Great Egg Harbor.

“We were all battered and bruised,”
smiled Mr. Killeen. “During the height
of the storm you had to tie yourself in to
your bunk. Sometimes I thought I
wasn’t going to be able to get up and do
my shift, but I just did. We all pulled
together. Were we scared sometimes?
Yes. Panicked? No.

“And technically, I wasn’t late back.
I was back for work on Monday morn-
ing,” Mr. Killeen said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Adventure

for sewer bills through creation of a
sewer utility versus putting sewer cov-
erage back in the municipal budget,
Mr. Jones said the township saw its
assessment from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority jump from $1.7
to $2.9 million due to a large capital
project a number of years ago, caus-
ing Scotch Plains to exceed the state-
imposed cap on tax levy increases.
Outside of setting up the sewer util-
ity, Mr. Jones said the township would
have had to put a referendum before
voters in a special election to exceed
the cap or face municipal layoffs as
its only other options.

“It was a tough decision that had to
be made and, quite frankly, I don’t
think I would have done anything
differently,” he stated. “I’m not going
to make promises...when I don’t know
if I can keep those promises.”

Mr. Jones said he also was upset by
the way the Glover administration
tried to sell what, he said, was the
dismissal of former township man-
ager Henry Underhill as a resigna-
tion, citing the 18 months of sever-
ance pay Mr. Underhill received.

Mr. Jones also said he was con-
cerned over future programming of
Scotch Plains Television after the
township let the previous director go
in January, resulting in the township’s
council meetings no longer being tele-
vised. Mr. Jones took it upon himself
in June to film the meetings and put
them on his website.

“Having open and transparent gov-
ernment is always a good thing,” he
said of having videos of meetings
available to the public.

The township council approved a
contract at its August 20 meeting, not
to exceed $55,000, for Duke Multi-
media Productions of Sparta to oper-
ate Scotch Plains Television.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY...Eleanor Clausen, a huge Yankee fan, who recently
celebrated her 100th birthday, had a visit from Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
left, and Councilman Mark LoGrippo. The mayor read a proclamation on
behalf of the Town of Westfield declaring September 2 "Eleanor Clausen Day.”

petition will conclude the evening’s
events at LaGrande Park. Those wish-
ing to participate should drop off
their jack-o’-lanterns at LaGrande
Park by 6 p.m.

The Mayor’s Gala is scheduled for
Friday, December 6, from 7 p.m. to
midnight at the Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club. Tickets and prices will be
posted to the recreation department’s
website in the near future.

Financially, Scotch Hills Country
Club, including its main course, mini
golf and building rental, brought in
$45,709 for the month of August.
This number was up $6,321 from
August 2012. In total for the year
thus far, 2013 receipts for the Scotch
Hills Country Club are $229,055.

The Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission holds meetings on the sec-
ond Monday of every month at 7:30
p.m. at Scotch Hills Country Club
unless otherwise stated.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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PERSONAL INJURY LAW

AUTO ACCIDENTS

Call For A Free Consultation

908-322-7000

For More Than 30

Years Jon Bramnick

Has Been Representing

People Involved In

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Accidents

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Scutari, Green, Stender
To Kick Off Campaign

SCOTCH PLAINS – Senator Nick
Scutari (D-22, Linden), Assembly-
man Jerry Green (D-22, Plainfield)
and Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) will kick off
their 2013 campaign tonight, Sep-
tember12, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Scotch Plains Italian American Club,
located at 1976 Valley Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Complimentary food
and refreshments will be provided.

“Please join Assemblyman Green,
Assemblywoman Stender and I, as
we kick off our 2013 campaign,”
Sen. Scutari through a campaign press
release. “We look forward to seeing
all of our constituents and welcome
you to come and discuss any ques-
tions or concerns.”

To RSVP for the event, or if for
additional information, please call
(908) 889-8500 or visit
www.district22dems.com.

6022235

What Makes A
Healthy Relationship

567 Park Avenue, Suite 203
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-0112

www.hellenictherapy.com 
Day, Evening

and Weekend Hours

We Specialize in

Do you have a question in 
your mind whether you are  
in a healthy relationship?

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Administration and Planning

Wills and Trusts

Estate Litigation

Elder Law

600 South Avenue West, Suite 230
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490

All types of electrical work and repairs
for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,
cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

Generators
Whole House Generators

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF... Mark Martini, Republican candidate for Union County
Freeholder, will official launch his Union County "Diner Campaign Tour" this
Saturday, Seotember 14. Mr. Martini recently met with Governor Chris Christie
at the Westfield Diner to discuss the tour and Union County politics.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lance Leaning Against
U.S. Military Action in Syria
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th,

Westfield) told NJ Today Managing
Editor Mike Schneider last week that
he is leaning strongly  against United
States’ military action in Syria.

“I think this is a very serious situ-
ation. And of course the Assad re-
gime should be criticized heavily in
the world community for its use of
chemical weapons. I abhor the use of
chemical weapons. But I am not con-
vinced that the United States should
become involved in military action in
what is, after all, a civil war,” Rep.
Lance said. “It will be among the
most important votes we cast as mem-
bers of Congress and I am reluctant
to vote for military action by the
United States based upon the fact that
this is a civil war in Syria.”

According to the NJ Today report,
the congressman said he is hopeful that
either the United Nations /NATO will
condemn Syria’s use of chemical weap-
ons. He also hopes the Arab League
will condemn the Syrian government.

Rep. Lance told Mr. Schneider that
all correspondence his office has  re-
ceived from constituents on the issue
have been in opposition to U.S. mili-
tary involvement. “It really is based
upon all sorts of constituents who
have made their positions known —
those on the right, those on the left
and those somewhere in the middle.
It’s really been extraordinary, at least
so far, that those who have reached
out to this office have been uniformly
in opposition to our military involve-
ment,” he said. “I think part of that is
due to a war wariness based upon the
Iraqi situation and the situation in
Afghanistan. And certainly those are
the views of the constituents who
have chosen to express themselves
with this office.”

Holt : Only Congress
Can Declare War

U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th, West\
Windsor) released the following state-
ment regarding President Barack
Obama’s remarks last week on the
situation in Syria: “The President is
right to seek Congressional approval
for any use of military force. I share
his outrage over the atrocities taking
place in Syria, and I will carefully
review any and all materials he pro-
vides to Congress. I will expect, at
the very least, to see clear evidence
that a military strike would achieve
well-defined objectives and would
not escalate into another endless,
costly, and ineffective American war.

“Let’s be absolutely clear. The ap-
proval of Congress is not a formality

that the President may seek or ignore
as he so pleases. Our constitution
gives Congress the sole authority to
declare war.”

Steinhauer Replaces
Keshishian at NJEA

Wendell Steinhauer has taken over
as the president of the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA). Mr.
Steinhauer, a high school math teacher
in Riverside, Burlington County, re-
places Barbara Keshishian. Mr.
Steinhauer previously served as
NJEA vice-president.

The 200,000-member NJEA rep-
resents about 125,000 teachers, plus
bus drivers, secretaries and others.

When asked by The Star-Ledger
what type of relationship he would
like to have with Governor Christie,
he said, “I’d like a much better rela-
tionship. Gov. Christie came into of-
fice attacking NJEA and teachers, I
think because he made a calculation
that he had more to gain politically
from conflict than from collabora-
tion. If he’s willing to seek out areas
of agreement on things like how to
make sure every student has access to
a great public school, we could make
a new start. If not, it will be two more
months of what we’ve seen from him
since he took office.”

In addition to a change in NJEA
presidents, Edward Richardson,
NJEA’s human resources director, has
succeeded Vincent Giordano as ex-
ecutive director.

Buono Releases
Education Plan

New Jersey Democratic guberna-
torial candidate Barbara Buono has
released her education plan.

Highlights the K-12 plan include:
fully funding K-12 schools; provid-
ing New Jersey’s children with qual-
ity preschool, full-day kindergarten,
and quality before- and after-school
programs; providing teachers with
the training and resources they need;
creating safe learning environments
for children by repairing crumbling
school facilities while continuing ef-
forts to end bullying.

The candidate proposes to increase
college affordability by investing in
higher education and expanding
scholarship programs; enabling
young immigrants to receive an af-
fordable higher education by bring-
ing tuition equality to New Jersey;
enhancing incentives for college sav-
ings programs to reduce student debt,
and partnering county colleges and
universities with businesses in
emerging markets to provide the
skills graduates will need in finding
employment.

County Dispatch Ctr.
Adds Clark EMS Calls

CLARK – The Union County Re-
gional Dispatch Center in Westfield
has begun handling emergency medi-
cal service (EMS) calls for the Town-
ship of Clark.

“The Regional Dispatch Center is
an outstanding example of shared
county-local services, which provide
our municipalities with improved re-
sources while keeping costs under
control,” Freeholder Chairwoman
Linda Carter said. “We are very
pleased to welcome Clark to the grow-
ing list of municipalities that have
taken advantage of this service.”

The emergency dispatch facility is
located in the county’s Ralph Froehlich
Public Safety Building on North Av-
enue. It opened in October 2012.

The $1.2-million facility replaced

the county’s previous operation lo-
cated at the same site, which housed
only two dispatch consoles. The Dis-
patch Center has nine consoles.

In addition to providing emergency
dispatch services for the Union County
Police and other countywide first re-
sponders, the Regional Dispatch Cen-
ter serves a growing number of mu-
nicipalities and other entities in the
region. That can include police, fire
and 9-1-1 calls as well as EMS.

Currently, the participants include
Fanwood, Hillside, Mountainside,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains
and Springfield in Union County, the
Township of South Orange in Essex
County, and two paramedic units
operated by Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital in Rahway.

LABOR DAY KICKOFF.... Union County Republican Freeholder candidate Ira
Geiger, fourth from left, poses with youth at their booth at the St. Bartholomew's/
UNICO Italian Festival in Scotch Plains on September 1. The annual festival is
held Labor Day weekend.

Pre-Trial Intervention for
Mun. Courts Now Law

TRENTON – Legislation to create
a municipal court-based conditional
dismissal program, giving municipal
judges the same ability as state judges
to assign certain offenders to pre-trial
intervention (PTI) programs rather
than jail has been signed into law.

The law, S-2588, creates an alter-
native for a first-time offender who is
charged with a lesser, non-indictable
disorderly persons or petty disorderly
persons offense in municipal court,
helping potentially thousands of first-
time offenders avoid a record of con-
viction.

Conditional dismissal will not be
available to any defendant who had

previously participated in a condi-
tional discharge or dismissal program,
or state-level PTI. In addition, condi-
tional dismissal will not be appli-
cable in cases involving organized
criminal or gang activity, public cor-
ruption, domestic violence, or driv-
ing under the influence of drugs or
alcohol, among other charges.

“The New Jersey Superior Court
has successfully used pre-trial inter-
vention programs to rehabilitate low-
level offenders, and there is no rea-
son why this initiative should not be
implemented at the municipal level,”
said Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22,
Linden), one of the bill’s sponsors.
“It’s time to move away from tradi-
tional sentencing procedures that sub-
jugate offenders to a lifetime of pun-
ishment. Expanding the conditional
dismissal program is the right thing
to do.”

A similar bill was conditionally
vetoed by Governor Chris Christie in
December 2012, citing high program
costs. This new legislation follows
the conditional veto’s suggested fee
structure.

The measure was unanimously
approved by the Senate in June. The
law goes into effect in 120 days.

DOOR-TO-DOOR CAMPAIGN...Westfield Republican Third Ward Town Coun-
cil Republican candidate David Oliveira  speaks with the Petruzzi family, Sal,
Jason and Karen, of Pearl Street while campaigning over the weekend.

Sen. Paul to Endorse
Lonegan Tomorrow

CLARK– Steve Lonegan, Republi-
can candidate for the United States
Senate, will be endorsed by Republi-
can Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky at
a rally tomorrow Friday, September
13, at 12:30 p.m. at The Gran Centu-
rions, 440 Madison Hill Road, Clark.
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Whole-heartedly better.

Introducing HeartHealth, comprehensive 
cardiology services integrating the acclaimed 
services of RWJ Rahway with the world-class 
expertise and state-of-the-art resources of 
the Robert Wood Johnson Health System. 

From emergency services to advanced treatment, 
rehabilitation, diagnostics and preventative  
care, HeartHealth is a whole-heartedly better 
approach to care, dedicated to helping our 
community GET BETTER. STAY BETTER.

Electrophysiology � TAVR for aortic stenosis � Atrial fibrillation ablation 
Minimally invasive robotic surgery � Ventricular assist device � Heart transplantation

The Cardiovascular Center of Excellence at RWJ University Hospital
Renowned academic medicine and advanced heart care:

865 Stone St. � Rahway, NJ 
732.381.4200 � RWJHeartHealth.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

SUPER BIG GARAGE SALE
@

Lindeman Buick
430 North Avenue East

September 13th, 14th,15th (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Hundreds of Business & Household Items
Tools, Equipment, Work Benches, Desks, Oriental Rugs (large 

& small like new)

China, Silver, Vases, Furniture, Clothing, Filing Cabinets, Parts 

Cabinets, Work Benches & Tons of Bric-A-Brac

BOOMING BUSINESS COMMUNITY... Fanwood Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell
and Council candidate Tom Kranz, center, both Democrats, speak with resident
Tom Plante about the ongoing boom in new businesses in downtown Fanwood.

DISCUSSING ISSUES...Westfield Republican Fourth Ward Town Council
candidate Keith Loughlin meets with Westfield Leader/Times Editor Paul Peyton.

Loughlin Working for
Second Term on Council

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The last four years
have been a positive experience for
Westfield Fourth Ward Councilman Keith
Loughlin. He has been involved with is-
sues ranging from Westfield High School’s
parking to a controversial proposal for a
150-foot cell tower at the National Guard
Armory on Rahway Avenue.

Mr. Loughlin, employed as general
counsel with the state Assembly Repub-
licans’ office in Trenton, is being chal-
lenged by former 1990’s Third Ward
councilman John J. Walsh.

The councilman said among his initial
goals when he first ran for council in
2009 were controlling municipal spend-
ing and improving the condition of
Westfield’s roads.

On town spending, he said the town’s
salaries and wages have decreased each of
his four years on council while the overall
municipal payroll has been cut 20 percent.

Speaking on Westfield Fire Depart-
ment staffing, Mr. Loughlin explained
that the town, which has a paid fire de-
partment, employs a staff of 30 which
includes four platoons of seven
firefighters each with a minimum staff of
six firefighters each, as well as a fire chief
and deputy chief. He said the town has a
volunteer squad that backs up the profes-
sional firefighters.

“I think it’s very important that we
maintain our paid fire department. Un-
like many of our neighboring towns that
have volunteer departments, Westfield is
fortunate to have a paid department,” Mr.
Loughlin said during an interview with
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The councilman said Westfield is part of
the region’s mutual aid response to major
fires — both in responding to fires and
receiving help from other towns at fire
scenes in Westfield. He noted that Westfield
recently purchased a new pumper truck.

“I think the (fire department) staffing
is sufficient for a town of our size,” said
Mr. Loughlin, who is vice-chairman of
the council’s public safety committee.

One of the regular issues facing the
council is the condition of Westfield’s
roads. The councilman, who serves on
the public works committee, said he and
fellow Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst develop a list each year of the

streets in the worst condition in the Fourth
Ward for consideration by the full coun-
cil and mayor. To take politics out of the
process, the committee and full council
agreed to pave streets in the downtown,
realizing its importance to the entire town.

“Roads are paved in Westfield based upon
need and not politics,” Mr. Loughlin said.

One of the issues Mr. Loughlin said he
is most proud of was the effort to stop a
plan by T-Mobile for construction of a
cell tower at the rear of the National
Guard Armory property. Mr. Loughlin
said the tower would have been in viola-
tion of Westfield’s zoning ordinance and
provided “no financial benefit to the
Westfield taxpayer.”

Mr. Loughlin and Councilman Foerst
reached out to Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
the town council and Westfield’s state
legislative representatives to intercede
behind the scenes to get the project
stopped. Mr. Loughlin said the mayor
and council and state delegation “really
worked together to defeat this.”

On the high-school parking issue, he
said the council worked together with the
board of education and held public hear-
ings where a solution was developed to
provide residents with “some degree of
relief from student cars parking on their
street” while also providing alternative
parking locations to students. Parking
was reconfigured at the high school to
add capacity. Capacity also was increased
at Edison Intermediate School and at the
Armory for students, with on-street park-
ing restrictions implemented.

He said the lot behind Baron’s Phar-
macy is to be reconfigured and paved.
Better lighting and improved traffic flow
also is part of the plan.

On downtown parking, the council-
man noted that voters in 2004 “over-
whelmingly rejected a proposal to put up
a high-density parking deck. And I lis-
tened to those voters and I do not foresee
a parking deck coming to downtown
Westfield in the foreseeable future, espe-
cially not one at the cost of the Westfield
taxpayer.” He said neighboring towns
that have built parking decks have not
seen an increase in businesses or vi-
brancy in their downtowns.

“And so I think we should be very
cautious of using taxpayer money to build
something that has not been a success in
neighboring towns,” he said.

WF Rec. Panel Discusses
Programs, Field Work
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s recreation
commission met Monday evening to dis-
cuss upcoming projects and new initia-
tives.

The meeting began with a “roofs” up-
date by board of education liaison Mark
Friedman, who said that the Westfield
High School roof should be completely
replaced in about three weeks.

The 2013 municipal pool report shows
that subscriptions, admissions and mis-
cellaneous income came to $1,111,136.
Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann said
attendance was down slightly this year
due to the weeks of extreme hot weather.
He also said the swim team was again
undefeated, as it has been for the last 30
years. Mr. Kaufmann said the five-year
capital plan for the pool is still being
analyzed and will be discussed at a future
meeting.

Mr. Kaufmann said that the fall/win-
ter brochure will be sent out soon and
will be posted on the department’s
website. He also said the Hangout pro-
gram will be geared this year toward
middle-school youth, and will be held
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the municipal build-
ing.

 He said the program will feature
bands, poetry readings, an open micro-
phone, pool tables, foosball, ping pong,
air hockey and more. The Underground,
for high-school teens, will be held 7 to
11 p.m. except when the Hangout is
offered. Mr. Kaufmann said that teen
golf clinics with instructor Bill
McCluney for grades 6 to 8 will be held
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located on Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains. The dates are:
Thursdays, September 12, 19, 26 and
October 3, with October 10 as the rain
date. The fee is $110. Registration can
be done online at Communitypass.net/
Westfield or in person at the recreation
office in the municipal building.

Assistant Recreation Director Dee
McKay Kaufmann said just under 700
children were registered this past sum-
mer for the playground programs, which
she called a bargain at $10 per day for six
hours.

The members of the commission all
agreed that the Sycamore Street soccer
field looks very good. Grading, aerating
and other work was done over the sum-
mer to get the field up and running for fall
games. It also gave the field a rest, Mr.
Kaufmann said.

He also said that in December the
Tamaques Park field will be sodded. He
added that the bids which went out for
work on the Jefferson School field came
back too high. “We’ll go back, refine
them and rebid,” he said.

Commissioner Gary Fox made a mo-
tion to raise the cost for field use to
independent leagues from $30 a game
to $50 a game to help pay for field
maintenance. The measure was passed
unanimously. Mr. Kaufmann said, “On
January 1, we can ask the council to
raise it.”

Mr. Kaufmann said he put in a bid for
Union County Open Space Trust money
and expects to hear in late October how
much money Westfield will get. “Last
year we got $50,000,” he said.

Mr. Kaufmann said he and other com-
missioners will be researching synthetic
turf fields, which will be a matter for
future discussion.

The next meeting of the recreation
commission will be held Monday, Sep-
tember 30, at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal
building, 425 East Broad Street. There
will be no October meeting due to a
scheduling conflict.

Westfield BOE Discusses
Goals for New School Year

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The town’s Board of
Education held a workshop meeting Tues-
day evening and discussed the ways to
strengthen and expand instruction to fur-
ther student achievement in support of
the district’s Strategic Plan by imple-
menting a new state-mandated teacher
evaluation system.

They also discussed expanding the
use of benchmark assessments to iden-
tify, monitor and improve student per-
formance. Another goal discussed was
to improve communications between
the school district and the “Stakehold-
ers” as called for in Westfield’s Strate-
gic Plan.

Rosanne Kurstedt, board vice-presi-
dent said, “All benchmarking should be
in the continuum of strength and expan-
sion.” Board member Mark Friedman
asked, “What will be learned? What will
we know?”

Ms. Kurstedt said, “We implemented
the new system effectively? Have we
executed all of those tactics?”

Board member Ginny Liez said, “We
will identify a measure that we should
build on and what is effective. We will
learn about the process.”

 Mr. Friedman asked, “Just to say you
did it?” Ms. Kustedt replied, “There are
two goals, how effectively have we
strengthened the instruction and by what
method?”

“That is our ultimate goal,” Ms. Liez
said. “We should consistently interpret
the reliability of observation.” Ms.
Kurstedt suggested using videos and a
rubric and have discussions. Ms. Liez
added, “After the appropriate number of
observations have been given. We will
see what is effective and what is helping
instruction.”

Barbara Ball, the district’s director of
human resources, said, “We have to make
sure what we do meets state require-
ments, grade level, department level.
While implementing, we are going to
make sure there are benchmarks every-
where.”

Board member Gretchan Ohlig
said,  “We could implement the
Marshall System,” Ms. Ball said.
“We looked at models.” Ms. Liez
said, “Student growth objectives. I
don’t want to lose student growth
objectives.”

Board member Lucy Biegler said,
“There are many benchmarks.”

“What are we going to do?” Ms. Liez
said.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan commented, “We’ll make worth-
while goals. Looking at our data from
last year, “We should know and by April
we should have a report on goals and
data.”

District Assistant Superintendent In
Charge of Curriculum and Instruction
Paul Pineiro said, “It’s a challenge to
measure the growth of a student.” Ms.
Biegler said, “You can see if they’re
moving up a level.”

Ms. Dolan said the district will have a
new, current more visual website. The
outcome of the meeting was to plan to
implement a Marshall Teacher Evalua-
tion Model effectively, to develop and
use the benchmark assessments to mea-
sure growth of student performance and
to implement new digital tools and me-
dia, for example, Twitter, Facebook and
blogs, to improve communication be-
tween the school district and all stake-
holders as called for in Westfield’s Stra-
tegic Plan.

The next meeting of the board will
take place this Tuesday, September
17, at 7:30 p.m., at the district’s ad-
ministration building at 302 Elm
Street.

Assembly Approves
‘Home Invasion Law’
TRENTON — Legislation sponsored

by Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) that makes
the crime of home invasion when a per-
son is present a first degree offense has
been unanimously approved by the Gen-
eral Assembly.

The bill (A-4329/S-2932) was authored
in response to a break-in, robbery and
vicious assault in a Millburn residence in
June.

Asm. Bramnick’s “Home Invasion
Law” stipulates that entering a home
with the intent to commit a robbery, a
first- or second-degree crime, or certain
kidnapping and sexual crimes when a
person is present a first-degree crime,
which imposes a 10- to 30-year prison
term.

“Criminals that burglarize a home will
now go to jail,” Asm. Bramnick said.
“Home invasion and burglary are trau-
matic and dangerous crimes. The public
must be protected by giving prosecutors
the tools they need to put criminals be-
hind bars.”

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Letters to
the Editor

Scotch Plains Consultant’s Report Let
Slip An Important Budget Tidbit

Now that the summer is ending and
the November election for a Scotch
Plains Township Council seat is fast
approaching, it is a good time to re-
view Scotch Plains’ financial situa-
tion. The town’s finances were ob-
scured in the news over the summer by
the Mayor’s endorsement of Republi-
can Governor Christie and an exciting
Township Council meeting on Shady
Rest/Scotch Hills.

You may recall that the current town
budget included quite a bit of increased
spending. The increases were largely
due to salary increases and higher costs
for new outside service providers hired
by Mayor Glover and the Democrat
majority. Reining in spending was not a
priority. Only the public library saw its
budget cut. (The Democrat cuts have
resulted in the library now being closed
all day on Sundays and on Mondays
until 1 p.m.) The current budget also
saw a relatively low municipal tax in-
crease. There was a red flag, however;
the tax increase was less than the over-
all increase in town spending.

The simple math of that imbalance led
many to wonder how, on paper at least,
the spending increase was being funded.
Many suspected that the imbalance was
being papered over by unrealistically
low spending projections, using cash
from the town’s sewer utility, overly
optimistic revenue projections and by
using up the town’s reserves which had
been built up and carefully maintained
in prior years. It was pointed out that the
purpose of the sleight-of-hand tactics
used by the Mayor and the Democrat
majority on the Township Council was
to obfuscate what they were doing – low
balling expenses, over-estimating rev-
enues and using reserves in order to
postpone necessary tax increases in or-
der to make themselves look good with
their first budget since they took over
control of the Township Council.

Now we have evidence that this is
exactly what Mayor Glover and the
Democrats were doing. Last week the
Township Council received a report
from a consultant it hired to determine
if the sewer utility could be closed and

the sewers brought back into the town-
ship budget. (It can’t, at least not with-
out a public referendum.)

The consultant’s report, apparently
without realizing the damming effect
on the Mayor and the Democrat major-
ity, let slip an important budget tidbit.
The consultant’s report, prepared after
discussions with the township’s finan-
cial people, estimated that even without
dealing with the sewer issue, taxes next
year will rise by about $400,000 over
and above the increase allowed by the 2
percent state mandated tax levy limit.
Obviously non-political people with fi-
nancial expertise concluded that last
year’s budget underestimated expenses,
overestimated revenue, left us with in-
adequate reserves, or all of the above.
This is just as some of us Republicans
who were paying attention predicted
would be the case.

So in 2014 Scotch Plains residents
are in for a hefty tax increase to make up
for this year’s fiscal shenanigans – a tax
increase over and above the 2 percent
state limit and, needless to say, substan-
tially higher than last year’s tax in-
crease. It seems that the Mayor and his
Democrat majority did not work enough
of their “budget magic” to hide the
shaky state of the township’s finances
beyond this November’s election.

Llewellyn Jones, a Republican with
significant financial experience, is run-
ning in the November election against
Mr. Beckerman, a loyal member of
Mayor Glover’s Democrat majority and
a consistent supporter of the Mayor.
We’ve had enough political games. It
is time to put Scotch Plains’ finances
back on solid footing. Let’s start ex-
amining spending, cutting what’s in-
appropriate (and that’s not the library),
and making the difficult decisions we
need our Township Council to make in
order to get our township’s finances
back on track.

This November voters in Scotch
Plains will have a chance to head back
in the right direction and a vote for Mr.
Jones will start us down that road.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Westfield Needs Peak Time One–Seat
Direct Train Service to Manhattan

Mayor Skibitsky To
Improve Comm. To
Enhance the Town

The Town of Westfield is full of tal-
ented, creative, and passionate indi-
viduals with great ideas for the better-
ment of our community. Because I be-
lieve that input from residents is invalu-
able, I promised to improve communi-
cation between the council and resi-
dents. I have kept that promise.

Since taking office, I have met with
hundreds of residents during my Satur-
day morning office hours. Through these
meetings I have enjoyed getting to know
many residents, listening to their con-
cerns and suggestions, and acting upon
those suggestions. I have also improved
communication between county and
state officials to help bring the state’s
resources to Westfield. During Hurri-
cane Sandy, thousands tuned-in to a
town-wide conference call in which
our county Freeholder, Al Mirabella,
and legislative representatives, Tom
Kean, Jr. and Jon Bramnick, partici-
pated. Residents were kept informed of
the status of the town through the town’s
website, e-mail, Twitter and Facebook.

We have also made the town’s website
more user-friendly to keep residents
well informed. The minutes of council
and committee meetings are now regu-
larly posted on the town’s updated
website. In addition to presenting the
full budget during a public meeting, the
budget is posted in its entirety on the
website. Taxpayers also receive an an-
nual letter detailing the year’s budget so
that it is clear exactly how our tax
dollars are being used.

Thank you to those who have taken
the time to meet with me on Saturday
mornings, call Town Hall, and speak at
council meetings to make your ideas
heard. If re-elected, I will continue to
foster communication between you and
your elected representatives so that we
can work together to make Westfield an
even greater place to live and raise a
family.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
Candidate for Reelection

Last month NJ Transit and our Mayor
announced with a bit of fanfare that in
the spring Westfield will be getting a
pilot program one-seat non-peak direct
train to Manhattan.

This is plainly not enough. And it
should not be limited to a pilot project.

The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, a
non-partisan group of mayors and oth-
ers, has been fighting for 15 years to get
direct train service to Manhattan.
Westfield hasn’t paid its dues to main-
tain its membership since 2008. If
elected Mayor, I will work relentlessly
with the Coalition to achieve direct
service for Westfield’s commuters work-
ing in the city. There is now no reason,
other than politics, why Westfield’s resi-
dents cannot get a 35-minute, one-seat
direct peak time commute to Manhat-
tan in the mornings.

In 2010, Governor Chris Christie can-
celled New Jersey’s support for the
construction of the ARC Project. ARC
included the building of another tunnel
under the Hudson River, which would
have doubled the number of trains trav-
eling during rush hour to and from
Manhattan and thus guaranteeing
Westfield meaningful direct train ser-
vice. While our Mayor had publicly
supported ARC, he fell in line and said
not one word when the Governor can-
celled the project.

The Raritan Valley line is powered
by diesel locomotives. Only electric
powered engines are allowed through
the tunnel. What makes the single non-
peak direct service now available to us
is the purchase and delivery of dual-
powered locomotive engines that oper-
ate on both diesel fuel and electricity.
NJ Transit is purchasing 36 of these
dual-powered locomotive engines and
Westfield deserves better than limited
direct off-peak service.

These locomotives were purchased
specifically to provide direct service to
Manhattan on the non-electrified rail
lines like ours. Now that we have the
locomotives but no ARC tunnel, we
should be treated fairly with respect to
the existing train slots into and out of
Manhattan. Westfield needs to work

with the Coalition and other allies to
demand that we get our fair share of
direct-dual purpose runs through the
Hudson tunnel during peak and off-
peak times, weekdays as well as week-
ends.

The ridership on our line justifies
two trains per hour during peak week-
day commuting times having direct
single-seat rides into Manhattan. The
benefits from this would flow to all of
Westfield’s residents whether they com-
muted or not. Westfield’s commuters
would save time, anxiety and the hassle
of having to rush from track to track
hoping they can catch the train. All
Westfield homeowners will see a ben-
efit through an increase in their prop-
erty values. The non-partisan Regional
Plan Association of New York and New
Jersey released a study demonstrating
that Raritan Valley Line towns would
see a 30 percent increase in property
values with direct train service.

Martin Robins, a Westfield resident
and one of Union County’s three repre-
sentatives to the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition, has asked residents to con-
tact James Weinstein, NJ Transit chair-
man; and James Simpson, New Jersey
Commissioner of Transportation, to let
them know how important the Raritan
Valley single-seat ride is. To facilitate
this effort, I have an electronic petition
accessible from my website, which you
can sign. To sign the petition please go
to www.davehaas4mayor.

We need a mayor willing to deal with
issues affecting Westfield which can
only be addressed through active en-
gagement with non-partisan coalitions.
Just as I would join Mayors Against
Illegal Guns, I would have the Town of
Westfield join the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition. While I thought it was cer-
tainly better late than never to see the
Town Council invite the Coalition to
address it this past June, one informa-
tion session and one press release is not
the kind of sustained effort Westfield
deserves from our town government. I
ask for your vote in November.

Councilman Dave Haas
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Ward 4 Candidate Walsh Calls For
Opening Things Up on Council

I am running for town council from
the 4th Ward because I see a drift back
towards the old ways that the dominant
party is using to govern and we need to
open things up.

When I served on town council from
1997 to 2000, we opened up the budget
meetings on both the operating and
capital items to the press and the public.
Valuable input was received from the
public who participated. The impor-
tance of doing so cannot be overesti-
mated. Being presented with a final
product spreadsheet with budget items
makes it impossible to determine ex-
actly what the council is proposing.
The public participation in the budget
meetings enables us to know why we
are spending the funds on certain items
and where is the money coming from.

As examples of the disadvantages of
closed budget meetings, in the past 10
years, both the sale of assets account
and the surplus have been reduced to
zero to pay for operating expenses. We
now have no flexibility in the middle of
a budget year for any emergent ex-
penses without an extraordinary appro-
priation leaving us open for untimely
and inconvenient levies and assess-

ments. The town would have benefited
from an open discussion on the wisdom
of completely draining these accounts.

I have no objection to different com-
mittees handling the budget requests of
the departments and making recom-
mendations to the council, but these
committee meetings should be opened
to the public, even though not required
by the Open Public Records Act.

As a previous chairman of the Public
Works Committee on the Council, I
“sunshined” all of our meetings and
made public the minutes of the meet-
ings to provide complete transparency,
despite not being required by law to do
so. We should resume that practice.

John J. Walsh
Ward 4 Council Candidate

Westfield

Years May Pass, Lives Move On,
But We Will Never Forget

Are Roof Mounted Solar Panels a
Firefighter Electrocution Hazard?

In honor of you, and the 3,000 people who died in
the World Trade Center, the hijackings and subse-
quent crashes of American Airlines Flight 11, United
Airlines Flight 175, American Airlines Flight 77 and
United Airlines Flight 93, we remember you. We
will never forget you.

We will never quite be able to celebrate an anniver-
sary, attend a wedding, witness a birth, or even look
in the sky the same way again without thinking of
you and everything that was lost that day 12 years
ago.

Yesterday, as on every anniversary of 9/11, your
name was read at a yearly ritual at the site of the
attack by the someone who misses you, who still
loves you. Our leaders asked us, as Americans, to
observe a moment of silence. For many, that silence
was filled with personal remembrances, prayers and
thoughts of you.

Terrorism is not new, but the horrific brutality
and loss of human life and physical property that
occurred that day made a lasting impression on us.
We have tried to move on, but will continue to look
back. The pain was deep and the healing is slow, but
we want to make sure you know our future includes

you.
In April of last year, One World Trade Center

(Freedom Tower) became the tallest building in New
York City, more than a decade after the destruction
that occurred that beautiful September morning.
The spire, which stands a symbolic 1,776 feet above
the ground, conveys our resilience. The tower re-
claims the skyline, left vacant and empty after the
Twin Towers were gone.

Your name is etched in the bronze panels of the 9/
11 Memorial at Ground Zero. I think you would be
happy to know it is visited daily by thousands of
people from all over the world. You see, you may be
gone but you will never be forgotten.

It is with feeling of loss and sadness that we look
back on September 11, 2001. We revisit often the
days that followed, the sense of community that
emerged, the coming together as a nation. You will
forever be included in an important part of our
country’s history.

As we commemorate the 12th anniversary of the
day that changed our lives forever, we still struggle
for answers. One answer I think we can all agree on.

We will never forget.

Governmental policies on solar energy has always
puzzled us. This was again brought to light when
hearing about the warehouse in south Jersey burning
to the ground because firefighters had no way to deal
with the electrocution dangers posed by the solar
panels on the roof.

We have been skeptical of solar panel projects in
the past because they are not financially viable
without being propped up by taxpayer subsidies.
Okay, help the U.S. solar technology development,
we conceded, even though we taxpayers are footing
much of the bill.

But what smokes this dream is when we end up
buying the solar panels from China with our money
and putting our people out of work. One example
was Rutgers University installing solar panels at a
cost of greater than $10 million to save $200,000 per
year in electricity. The project was artificially propped
up with $5 million of taxpayer money. The project
was a dreadful economic venture on a standalone
basis, although perhaps worthwhile if advancing
Governor Chris Christie’s goal of making New Jer-
sey a solar energy leader of the world and providing
jobs. On that basis, the project could make sense –
especially if Rutgers engineering students studied
the performance and developed improvements –
perhaps even forming partnerships with New Jersey
manufacturers.

But then the head-spinning began. The solar pan-

els came from China – not the U.S., and, certainly,
not from New Jersey. Ces imbéciles sont nous.

The order went to China because they are cheaper,
and China is not burdened by Obamacare and other
such follies. The coup de grâce is that China’s
government bank artificially subsidizes the export
of these solar panels to ensure Americans’ can’t
compete.

We are all dedicated to meeting our energy needs
and want to be the best at it. Solar energy can be a
good part of the mix, properly developed and ap-
plied. It seems we may not have done our best work,
though, on this matter.

Many rooftop solar panel systems are now in place
in the county. County government alone has fostered
30 installations. How many homes, schools, librar-
ies and businesses have rooftop systems? Are these
installations a hazard? We urge that the scope of the
problem be measured as the first step. Then solu-
tions can be found.

Having electrical cutoff switches does not elimi-
nate the problem. Until an answer is found,
firefighters have no option but to let ’em burn.

We’re sure the situation will be remedied with
taxpayers’ money. This time, buy American.

We’re not happy either that the Bayonne Bridge is
to be elevated with taxpayers’ money and using steel
from China. When will we start using common
sense?

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
Linden, (908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
Scotch Plains, (908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
Plainfield, (908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield, (908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield, (908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
Summit, (908) 918-0414

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
Westfield (908) 518-7733

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
West Windsor, (609) 750-9365

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Atazir – The influence of a star upon

another, or upon man
2. Perdition – Complete and irrepa-

rable loss; ruin
3. Jennet – A female donkey or small

Spanish horse
4. Pterope – A fruit bat

JETTON
1. A small metal counter used in some

card games
2. A spruce fellow; one who struts or

swaggers
3. A play on words; a pun
4. The wattle of a fowl

PUCELAGE
1. Poise; dignity
2. Feminine beauty; charm
3. Virginity
4. Excessive boldness or confidence

FACUNDITY
1. Directness; honesty
2. Strong; powerful
3. Abundance in holdings, supplies,

etc.
4. Eloquence; readiness of speech

EXTERNAT
1. The outer or visible part
2. A freed slave
3. A day school
4. A wanderer; nomad

According to Fox News,
small business owners
face up to a $100-per-
day fine beginning Oct. 1
from ObamaCare regula-
tions. Any business with
at least one employee and
$500,000 in annual rev-
enue must notify all em-
ployees by letter about
the Affordable Care
Act’s health-care ex-
changes.

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED OF

WHATEVER I MIGHT
BE REQUIRED TO
NOTIFY YOU OF.

See more letters on page 5
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Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Cut to Scotch Plains Library
Was Not The Right Priority

Demagogues, Scandal Pushers,
Empirically Starved McCarthyites Letters to the Editor

Your editorial on IRS Targeting (Aug.
15) and your account of Congressman
Lance’s views on the same issue (Aug.
22) perpetuate a politically motivated
narrative that has been debunked. No
one was “targeted” in the sense you are
using the term. IRS clerks, faced with
an avalanche of applications for 501c(4)
tax-exempt status, had to confirm all
applicants met the requirement that they
function to promote “the common good
and general welfare” – not a political
party or candidate. To sort out those
applications likely to require closer scru-
tiny, they used search terms like “Tea
Party” or “Progressive.”

The approach did not facilitate re-
views, and when district supervisors
realized how easy it would be to selec-
tively expose these search terms and
mischaracterize them as deliberate ef-
forts to reject certain groups, the prac-
tice was ended. However, their fears
proved prophetic when those rushing to
expose this dastardly “targeting” ini-
tially mentioned only the conservative-
related search terms — and thus began
framing the whole affair as a Nixon-
style dirty trick surely initiated by the
Obama administration.

Ironically, the IRS had itself made
the rejection of any applicant practi-
cally impossible when it long ago
changed the meaning of “exclusively”
to “primarily” in the requirement that
501c groups promote the general wel-
fare. Hence, for example, Karl Rove’s
quickly approved applications for his
giant PACs, funded by anonymous do-
nors, stated that the PACs’ primary pur-
pose would be — wink, wink — to
promote the general welfare, not a po-
litical party or candidate. Recently, one
of Rove 501c(4)’s, looking ahead to
2016, has produced and distributed a
web video attacking Hillary Clinton on
the Benghazi “cover-up” (yet another
phony scandal too complicated to go
into here). Rove has not lost his tax-
exempt status. No “targeted” groups
have been denied tax exempt status.
Unless you count attacking Democrats
across the country as promoting the
general welfare, Rove’s groups have
done none of it.

Never having any evidence whatso-
ever of Obama administration involve-
ment in the “targeting,” and still speak-
ing as though only conservative groups

were “targeted,” the anti-tax, anti-gov-
ernment demagogues and scandal push-
ers (FOX News, O’Reilly, Limbaugh,
hard right House and Senate members,
et al.) have created and pushed the
narrative we find dutifully repeated by
Mr. Lance in your interview. It is “ludi-
crous,” he says, to believe the targeting
originated in a Cincinnati field office:
“I think it is clear that this originated at
some level in Washington, either at the
IRS, or I hope not, higher.” Thus we
have Mr. Lance reduced to empirically
starved McCarthyite innuendo, which
I’m sure he’s too smart not to see as
such.

Having signed the Grover Norquist
no tax pledge, representing a district
gerrymandered to guarantee the elec-
tion of a Republican, serving in a House
where the Tea Party Caucus tail wags
the GOP donkey, Mr. Lance must an-
swer only to those constituencies or be
“primaried” out of office. So, even as
you report them, Mr. Lance’s comments
on gun control, the Affordable Care
Act, IRS, etc., are unsurprisingly cau-
tious, deliberately shallow iterations of
GOP talking points.

But back to your editorial character-
izing federal and state efforts to collect
taxes on unreported income as an ex-
ample of “the worst of government.”
Perhaps the NJ Dept. of Treasury agents
who entered your office in 2002 were
arrogant and intimidating, probably
deliberately so. But you should have
provided some context on why these
guys were “getting the word out” about
the state tax amnesty program in this
way.

The 2002 program, a huge success,
was implemented to help offset a pro-
jected $2.9 billion budget deficit, pre-
cipitated by significant shortfalls in tax
revenue collections. Many of the small
businesses you claim were intimidated
by the tax division’s aggressive tactics
actually welcomed them. For example,
you can see why a small business with
mostly hard to hide credit card transac-
tions would deeply resent any tax eva-
sion or pocketing of collected sales
taxes by a similar business with mostly
cash transactions — and be happy to, as
you say the tax division suggested, turn
in businesses that were not registered or
not in compliance. The same goes for
salaried workers or even homeowners
already paying near confiscatory yet
unavoidable municipal taxes, not to
mention sales taxes that never made it
to the state. The Amnesty hotline re-
ceived about 155,000 phone calls dur-
ing the short Amnesty period.

When you say the investigator “of-
fered the publisher a chance to turn
himself in,” as if you were going to be
arrested, you are mischaracterizing the
Amnesty’s offer: those who owed taxes
could report their true income and pay
taxes due or send pocketed sales taxes
to the state without any penalty or pros-
ecution for tax evasion or theft. Thus,
101,534 payments were made during
the 57-day Amnesty program.

Like the trumped up “IRS targeting
scandal,” the portrayal of the recent
IRS letter to selected small businesses
as nothing more than big government
intimidation is a transparent, politically
motivated effort to increase anti-gov-
ernment, anti-tax feelings in the lead-
up to the 2014-2016 elections. What-
ever your ideological or political pro-
clivities, you — not to mention Con-
gressman Lance — owe it to your read-
ers not to blindly join that effort or
suggest they do so.

Tom Matro
Westfield

School is here and it is time for
students to hit the books. But if they
were planning on doing some re-
search for a paper at the Scotch Plains
Library, they had better not wait until
the end of the weekend, as the library
will be closed.

My opponent, Lou Beckerman,
voted with Mayor Glover and a nar-
row 3-2 majority on the Township
Council earlier this year for a budget
whose only cut was to the library. A
cut that resulted in the following ser-
vice reductions, amongst others, for
2013:

- Closed on Sundays, starting Sep-
tember 1

- Closed on Mondays until 1 p.m.
starting July 1

- Eliminate Sunday concerts
- Eliminate concert/arts exhibits

coordinator
- Cut amount available to purchase

books
- Cut amount available to purchase

audio books
- Cut amount available to purchase

DVDs by $1,000
- Cut amount available for technol-

ogy equipment
- Cut full-time senior library assis-

tant to part-time, starting Sept. 1
- Cut full-time library assistant to

part-time, starting Sept. 1
Because of the Township Council,

the library has cut back its hours on
Mondays, will be closed all day on
Sunday, will no longer have Sunday
concerts, has cut its book, audio book
and DVD purchases (aren’t these what
the library is supposed to buy so we
residents can borrow them?), cut its
technology budget and cut two full-
time staff positions to part-time. These
cuts represent a case of misplaced
priorities. The library is used by thou-
sands of our residents every month,
including lots of senior citizens using
the computers as well as many stu-
dents doing research or needing a
quiet place to do their homework. If
elected, I pledge to restore the
library’s budget to the level where it
was previously funded.

It is also of note that as the library
struggled to minimize the effect of
the budget cuts, the library chose to
use the majority of its reserve state
aid fund, depleting that fund to about
$15,000. While the library is funded
almost exclusively through our prop-
erty tax levy, it does receive about
$10,000 per year from the state.

Owing to a past instance where a
retirement necessitated paying out
unpaid vacation days and put the
library in an unexpected shortfall, the
trustees saw it prudent to set aside
these state monies as a rainy day

fund. An appropriately sized rainy-
day fund is part of good fiscal man-
agement guarding against unpredict-
able events (such as hurricanes or a
car driving into the library, both of
which have happened!). Regrettably,
Township Council budget shenani-
gans are also a risk the library trust-
ees must contend with.

While granted the state monies the
library receives are small, that amount
is determined based upon how well our
township funds the library. As a result
of these cuts, we can expect our state
library aid to be reduced next year.

In trying to explain away why they
were making these cuts, an attempt
was made to obfuscate by saying the
budget cuts were required by the state.
Reality is that the state doesn’t fund
the library – aside from the small
aforementioned aid – but does dic-
tate a minimum level at which the
town must fund the library. Let me
emphasize that point; the state sets a
minimum amount for the library, not
a maximum. While it is true that the
mandated minimum was reduced year
over year, in prior years the township
funded the library above the mini-
mum. So there was no state require-
ment to cut funding to the library; it
was a deliberate and discretionary
cut made by Mayor Glover and the
Democrat-controlled Township
Council. The only thing unclear is if
the assertion was made because this
reality was not understood, or be-
cause it was thought nobody would
pick up on it.

Finally, advocating for a reinstate-
ment of the library funding does not
mean I am a tax-and-spend Republi-
can. On the contrary, I “get it;” I
understand that the vast majority of
residents are feeling over taxed. But
this year’s budget fails to address,
despite this one cut, what true fiscal
conservatives and many other astute
people know – which is that holding
the line on tax rate increases in the
long run is only accomplished by
holding the line on spending. So while
we may share the stated goal of mini-
mizing property tax growth, govern-
ing requires making choices between
priorities, and I submit that this cut to
the library was not the right priority.

Llewellyn Jones
Candidate for Council

Scotch Plains

We The People - ‘A Republic, Madam,
If You Can Keep It’

September 17th is Constitution Day
and Citizenship Day to “commemo-
rate the formation and signing on
September 17, 1787 of the Constitu-
tion and recognize all who, by com-
ing of age or naturalization, have
become citizens.” The Consolidated
Appropriates Act of 2005 mandates
that each educational institution re-
ceiving federal funds must have a
program on the Constitution for its
students every September 17.

September 17 to 23 is Constitution
Week. “During this time, the United
States Citizenship and Immigration
Services encourages Americans to
reflect on the rights and responsibili-
ties of citizenship and what it means
to be a United States citizen. We also
recognize people who are taking steps
to become U.S. citizens.”

Benjamin Franklin said he had of-
ten looked at the sun painted on the
back of the president’s chair and won-
dered “whether it was rising or set-
ting.” He concluded as the last del-
egates were signing the Constitution,
“But now at length I have the happi-
ness to know that it is a rising and not
a setting sun.” In answer to a question
about what the new government
would be he said, “A republic, madam,
if you can keep it.”

For the first time in history a coun-
try had actually used the words “We
the People” in its founding docu-
ment. Not “We” as in “the royal we.”
This was a revolutionary idea at the
time and would remain so for colo-
nial peoples around the world who
later sought their own independence.

The Constitution at 4,543 [words]
is shorter than most credit card agree-
ments. It is the oldest still working
written constitution of any of the
major countries of the world! The
Constitution is easy to read. No le-
galese here!

Many influential political leaders,
including James Madison, Benjamin

Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and
George Washington, wanted a new
constitution to replace the Articles of
Confederation that had been the
country’s first constitution.  There
was no separation of powers, there
was no national court system, the
president was a figurehead and the
Congress was unicameral.

Congress did not have the power to
tax and could not force the states to
contribute financially. Thus Congress
could neither afford a standing army
nor pay off the enormous debt stem-
ming from the American Revolution-
ary War nor otherwise put the
country’s financial house in order.

There was no uniformity. Congress
could not regulate interstate com-
merce. Each state conducted its own
foreign policy. Each state had its own
currency and did not have to accept
the currencies of the other states. The
result was inconsistency of policy
and disagreements between and
among the states and foreign coun-
tries had trouble knowing what was
the country’s foreign policies.

There was unequal representation
in the Congress because each state,
whatever size, had one vote. Passage
of legislation in Congress required a
super-majority of nine out of the 13
states. Amending the Articles of Con-
federation required a unanimous vote
of the states.

How amazing that the Constitution
worked when the country was but
four million people and works today
when the country is well over three
hundred million people!

Let us on Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day study the Constitu-
tion and its history! And give thanks
for the foresight of the delegates who
gave us this seminal document of
democracy, freedom, and constitu-
tional government.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Generator Gate,
Devaney MusicFest and

Scanlon Chainsaw
To Union County Manager Faella

and Chairwoman Carter: Which is it?
First you claim that you do not know
the names of the county and munici-
pal employees that took county gen-
erators home during Superstorm
Sandy; hence, you prosecuted Tina
Renna to give up the names and her
sources. Having failed in your pros-
ecution and having spent tens of thou-
sands of dollars of our money, you
now claim you have all the names
and the matter is being handled as an
internal personnel matter.

So why did you spend taxpayer
money to get what you now claim
you already had? Thanks Freehold-
ers for another investigation done by
the Union County playbook.

The citizens of Union County are left
to swallow the same outcome as the
Devaney Musicfest investigation and
Scanlon chainsaw investigation - no
action taken.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

goleader.com/
subscribe
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POLICE BLOTTER
Historical Society to Offer
Look at New Jersey Coast

WESTFIELD — Patricia
Robinson, author of “The New Jer-
sey Coastal Heritage Trail,” will
present the highlights of this resource
to the Westfield Historical Society on
Friday, September 20, at 7:30 p.m.

The New Jersey Coastal Heritage
Trail was created under the watch of
Governor Thomas Kean and com-
prises more than 127 miles of Atlan-
tic coastline and over 83 miles of
shoreline along the Raritan and Dela-
ware Bays. The route is divided into
five regions: Sandy Hook, Barnegat
Bay, Absecon, Cape May and Delsea.
Within these regions, attractions are
divided by themes, including Wild-
life Migration, Coastal Habitats and
Maritime History.

The importance of the New Jersey
coast has been in the public spotlight
with the devastation wrought by

Superstorm Sandy, but there are many
parts of the shore that were not im-
pacted by that event.

Ms. Robinson will discuss how
individuals can relive New Jersey’s
own colonial tea party in Greenwich
and discover the best place to view
the seasonal migration of birds now
taking place over the state.

Born in Paterson, Ms. Robinson is
a lifelong resident of the Garden State.
She has been a freelance travel writer,
a public relations executive, a trade
magazine editor, and, most recently,
an award-winning reporter/photog-
rapher for Recorder Newspapers, a
chain of weekly newspapers in north
central Jersey.

The presentation will be held in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building at 425 East Broad
Street. The program will be free and
open to the public, but contributions
are welcome to help offset costs. For
more information, call the Westfield
Historical Society at (908) 654-1794.

Information Meeting on Tap
Sept. 18 For F-SP Girl Scouts

FANWOOD — The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Community of Girl
Scouts will hold an informational
meeting for adults and girls in kin-
dergarten through 12th grade who
are interested in joining Girl Scouts.
It will take place on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 18, at 7 p.m. in the dining
room of the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church. The Fanwood Presbyterian
Church is located at the corner of
Martine and La Grande Avenues.
Attendees are asked to enter through
the door on Marian Avenue. Kinder-
garten and first-grade girls can join
Daisy Girl Scouts. Older girls can join
one of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Girl Scout troops, which range from
kindergarten through high school.

The formation of new troops, espe-
cially at the Daisy level, depends upon
adults volunteering to be leaders. Girl
Scouting needs caring adults to pro-
vide guidance and leadership. Free
training is provided for all adult volun-
teers, and ongoing support is available.
Volunteers also are needed to help with
short-term projects such as fun events,
badge workshops and cookie sales.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains is part of
the Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey
Council. For more information about

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scouts,
call Chris Quesada at (908) 233-5943
or visit fanwoodscotchplainsgs.org.

For more surprising Overlook stories, visit 
www.NoSurpriseItsOverlook.org

It was bad enough when Kim Rodrigues went to the emergency 
department with food poisoning and found that she also had a pre-
cancerous cyst on her bile duct. And worse when she was told by a New 
York City surgeon that she’d need an incision all the way from her breast 
bone to belly button to remove it. But it got better when Overlook 
Medical Center offered a minimally invasive solution, performed by 
a highly skilled physician and his assistant ViKY, a voice-activated 
robotic camera. No surprise. Overlook surgeons are skilled in advanced 
laparoscopic procedures as well as robotic surgery. For Kim, that meant 
three little incisions, a quicker recovery, and meeting her first robot.

- Kimberly Rodrigues
Union, New Jersey 

Prof. Gibbs to Teach
N.J. History Course

WESTFIELD — Beginning on
Friday, September 20, Professor
Christopher Gibbs will teach a course
at Temple Emanu-El on local New
Jersey history, entitled “New Jersey:
From Colonization to Statehood.”

The course will run for 10 con-
secutive Friday mornings, from 10
a.m. to noon, concluding on Novem-
ber 22. It will cover the years 1500 to
1800 approximately.

Professor Gibbs is a scholar who
specializes in United States history.
Over the past 20 years, he has been
teaching such courses as “American
History in the 20th Century,” “Ameri-
can Political and Social History” and
“The History of the American West,”
as well as English history, the history
of China and a course on William
Shakespeare (whom he often quotes).
He also is the author of multiple
fiction and non-fiction books, an ac-
tor by avocation and a raconteur.

The fee for all new students is $40
for the 10 sessions. Temple Emanu-
El is located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield. Interested persons are
asked to contact Jane Wolin at
jzw0610@optonline.net or by call-
ing her at (732) 469-0939.

Floraphile Club Posts
Welcome Back Tea

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will hold its
Welcome Back Tea on Monday, Sep-
tember 16, from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at
the Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Along with some light refreshments,
participants will be treated to a short
presentation on various types of tea and
their origins. They also will welcome
new members, receive new yearbooks
and review club programs for the year.

The club additionally will conduct
a collection for Cranford Family Care.
Attendees are asked to consider bring-
ing an item to donate. Cranford Fam-
ily Care is in great need of paper
goods, canned goods and grocery
store gift cards.

As always, guests are welcome. For
more information about joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford
or upcoming events, contact Mary
Ellen at mecrafts@verizon.net. Inter-
ested persons also are invited to like
the club on Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.

Westfield
Sunday, September 1, Marcus

Hartsfield, 29, of Union was arrested
during a traffic stop on East North
Avenue near Elmer Street on charges
of driving while intoxicated (DWI),
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS)/less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed, issued summonses with a
mandatory court date in Westfield
Municipal Court and released to a
responsible adult.

Sunday, September 1, a burglary
was reported at a residence on the
1100 block of Lawrence Avenue,
which occurred that day between 3:30
and 8:59 p.m. The residents returned
home and observed the rear door had
been broken and a window smashed.
Police units were dispatched to the
scene and secured the perimeter while
an interior check was performed,
which yielded negative results. Sev-
eral rooms were found to have been
ransacked, according to police, but
the individual or suspects fled the scene
prior to the homeowners’ return. At
the time of the report it was unknown
what was stolen. The detective bureau
is investigating the matter.

Sunday, September 1, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 1100
block of Minisink Way that occurred
between 9 a.m. and 10:51 p.m. that day.
The residents returned home and ob-
served the rear sliding door had been
smashed. Police units were dispatched
to the scene and secured the perimeter
while an interior search was performed,
which yielded negative results. Several
rooms were ransacked and multiple
pieces of jewelry appear to have been
stolen, according to police. The detec-
tive bureau is investigating the matter.

Sunday, September 1, officers re-
covered an abandoned bicycle in the
area of One East Broad Street. The
red Specialized Road Hopper bicycle
appeared to be hidden in the bushes
next to the building. There were no
identifying marks on the bicycle and
the owner was unable to be located.
The bicycle was transported to police
headquarters for safekeeping.

Tuesday, September 3, Nicolette
Maggio, 25, of Tenafly was arrested
on a $150 warrant from East Orange
as the result of a motor vehicle stop
on the 600 block of West South Av-
enue. Bail was posted and Maggio
signed a bail waiver.

Tuesday, September 3, Terence
Canavan, 51, of Westfield was ar-
rested at his residence on multiple
outstanding warrants from Westfield.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released af-
ter posting $833 bail.

Wednesday, September 4, Fior
Martinez, 50, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on a Westfield warrant after
turning himself in at police head-
quarters. He was processed and re-
leased after posting $201 bail.

Wednesday, September 4, Carl
Coon, 43, of Cranford was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield warrant
after turning himself in at police head-
quarters. He posted the $114 bail and
was released.

Thursday, September 5, Quentin
A. Padilla, 20, of Clark was arrested
on an outstanding traffic warrant from
Clark after turning himself in at po-
lice headquarters. He was processed
and released after posting $114 bail.

Thursday, September 5, Tiana
Hueston, 24, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant from
Metuchen with bail of $89 following
a motor vehicle stop at West North
Avenue and Charles Street. Hueston
additionally was charged with resist-
ing arrest. She posted bail on the
Metuchen warrant and was released
on her own recognizance with a sum-
mons on the charge of resisting arrest
pending a September 26 court date.

Saturday, September 7, James
Corbett, Jr., 52, of Linden was arrested
and charged with DWI in the area of
Lamberts Mill Road. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Sunday, September 8, Bruce
Munoz, 27, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of West North Avenue near Cross-
way Place. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Scotch Plains
Monday, September 2, a resident

of Park Avenue reported that some-
one called his office and yelled ob-
scenities at him.

Monday, September 2, a resident
of Hoe Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone stole his bi-
cycle, valued at approximately $350,
from the rear of his yard.

Monday, September 2, a resident
of Spruce Mill Lane reported that
sometime overnight someone put glue
inside his front-door locks.

Wednesday, September 4, Matthew
Feinstein, 30, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop on Argyll Court. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Wednesday, September 4, a resi-
dent of Pine Grove Circle reported
that someone withdrew approxi-
mately $900 from her checking ac-
count without her authorization.

Thursday, September 5, a resident
of Cook Avenue reported that some-
one made approximately $400 in

purchases on his credit card without
his authorization.

Thursday, September 5, several
residents of Winchester Drive re-
ported that sometime overnight some-
one damaged their outdoor light fix-
tures and mailboxes.

Friday, September 6, Lakeesha
Urro, 32, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 on an outstanding $132
warrant issued by the Fanwood Court.
She was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Saturday, September 7, Peter Gor-
don, 24, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 on an outstanding $639
warrant issued by the North Plainfield
Court. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 27, Juan P.

Xitumul, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following an investigation into
a suspicious person on Robin Hood
Lane for being a National Crime In-
formation Center wanted person out
of Monroe County, Pa. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and extradited.

Tuesday, August 27, Tishawne R.
Solomon, 40, of Piscataway was ar-
rested for driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22.

Wednesday, August 28, Terrell
Connor, 28, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an active warrant out of Orange in
the amount of $200 after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22.

Thursday, August 29, Rakim J.
Pleasant, 26, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for driving with a suspended
license and on active warrants out of
Plainfield after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22.

Friday, August 30, Tyron J.
Gardner, 25, of Jersey City was ar-
rested for driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop at
Glen Road and Route 22.

Friday, August 30, a resident of
Sylvan Lane reported that his doorbell
rang at approximately 1:30 a.m. and
when he answered it a white male in
his late teens to early 20s, and a female
in the same age range, stated they
were interested in the free TV. When
the victim stated there was no TV and
he had no idea what they were talking
about, they left without incident, po-
lice said. According to police, the vic-
tim noticed he also had received ap-
proximately 100 e-mails regarding the
free TV, which was evidently posted
on Craigslist using his address.

Sunday, September 1, Alexis M.
Mongiello, 20, of New Providence was
arrested on an outstanding warrant in
the amount of $1,082 after a motor
vehicle stop on New Providence Road.

Monday, September 2, Jose
Avecillas, 54, of Mountainside was
arrested on warrants out of Union in
the amount of $2,800 after a motor
vehicle stop on Woodacres Drive. He
was processed and released.

Monday, September 2, William
Harrison, 46, of Piscataway was ar-
rested and charged with theft after an
alert was put out by the Scotch Plains
Police Department regarding a theft
that occurred in Watchung. Accord-
ing to the police, an officer on routine
patrol noticed a vehicle matching the
description of the vehicle used in the
theft. After initiating a motor vehicle
stop, the officer confirmed that the
identity of the suspect matched the
description and he was taken into
custody. Harrison was found to be in
possession of two gold chains with
the price tags still attached, with a
value of $5,000 each, authorities re-
ported. He was turned over to the
Watchung Police Department.

Wednesday, September 4, a bakery
on Mountain Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone
smashed the plate glass front door
and entered the bakery. According to
police, the suspect, described as a
heavy-set white male, approximately
5 feet, 8 inches tall, and wearing
glasses, was caught on a surveillance
video breaking in to the establish-
ment and searching behind the
counter in the area of the cash regis-
ter, which was empty. Nothing was
reported missing at this time and re-
placement of the glass door will cost
approximately $750, police said.

Wednesday, September 4, a resi-
dent of Woodacres Drive reported that
she received a call from an individual
claiming to be from Publishers Clear-
ing House, who told the victim she
had won $500,000 and a new Mercedes
Benz. According to police, when the
victim told the caller she was busy he
asked if she would call him back and
gave her an 876 number. An officer
called the number and the man who
answered told police he was with Pub-
lishers Clearing House and repeatedly
asked the officer for the name of the
individual who had called the police,
authorities reported. When asked if he
had been calling individuals claiming
they had won prizes, the suspect hung
up, police said.

Thursday, September 5, an indi-
vidual found a purse in Echo Lake
Park and brought it to police head-
quarters. According to police, au-
thorities contacted the owner, who
took custody of the purse without
incident.

Friday, September 6, Doran I.
Brooks, 31, of Elizabeth was arrested
for driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. She was processed and released.

FRIEND TO KIDS...Frank Harpster
of Mountainside recently visited Elegant
Image Salon in Westfield, where he had
a whopping 19 inches of hair lopped off.
The locks will be donated to Wigs for
Kids, in memory of his father, who
passed away from cancer nearly five
years ago. Wigs for Kids provides hair
replacement systems and support for
children who have lost their hair due to
illness or  injury at no cost to children or
their families.

Photo Courtesy of Brian Dunlap
DEDICATION DAY...Town officials and others, including the Reverend Michael
A. Saporito, pastor of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield, gather
Tuesday evening for the dedication of a new truck for the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment. The vehicle will replace a truck that was damaged during Hurricane Irene.
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FRIENDLY VISIT...The Westfield Neighborhood Council “Neighborly Gather-
ing” senior program recently hosted an end-of-the-season luncheon, inviting
members of the Westfield Community Center senior program. The event proved
to be an enjoyable afternoon.

Rally Day Is This Sunday
At Presbyterian Church

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield (PCW) has
scheduled Rally Day for this Sun-
day, September 15, featuring the
theme “Come, Be Fed,” as the
church spotlights the ways that
people can be fed literally, spiritu-
ally and emotionally through par-
ticipation with the 140 Mountain
Avenue at Broad Street church.

The Reverend Dr. Ray Roberts,
senior pastor, explained the pur-

pose of the annual event. “Rally
Day is a time to get back to our
regular routines after the summer
break and commit to the activities
of church life for the year ahead.”

Tables representing various groups
and committees will help members
and visitors learn about the many
ways PCW “feeds” members and
others through volunteer activities.
A special table will highlight wor-
ship services with up-to-the-minute
information about how the upcom-
ing October new Contemporary ser-
vice will complement the church’s
other more traditional services.

Attendees may sign up for Sun-
day school classes and COW
(Church on Wednesday) and learn
more about youth and adult educa-
tion opportunities at PCW.

This Sunday, the church also will
collect non-perishable food items
to support the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey’s “Back-
pack Program.” In continuing part-
nership with the Rotary Club of
Westfield, which provides a
backpack’s worth of non-perish-
able, kid-friendly food to anony-
mous children in Westfield, the
church has a giant box to hold the
donations.

A hearty continental breakfast on
Rally Day will be served from 9 to
10 a.m. and from 11 to 11:30 a.m.
There is a recommended donation
of $5 per person or $10 per family
for breakfast. Activities for chil-
dren will be available on the front
lawn. In case of rain, events will be
held in Assembly Hall, adjacent to
the parking lot. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at (908)
233-0301.

ECF Vendor Bazaar
Is Set For Sept. 21

FANWOOD — The Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation will hold its out-
door fall vendor bazaar on Saturday,
September 21, from 10 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. at the Fanwood train station.
The rain date is Sunday, September
22. An assortment of vendors, raffles
and prizes will be available. This
event benefits children with cancer.
Admission will be free.

Hadassah Meeting to Focus
On Israel Defense Force

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold a
general meeting on Monday, Sep-
tember 16, at noon at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield. Seth
Rosenberger, director of the New
Jersey Chapter of Friends of the
Israel Defense Force (IDF), will
be the guest speaker.

The Friends of the Israel De-
fense Force is an organization de-
voted to serving Israel’s “lone sol-
diers,” soldiers whose families live
outside the State of Israel. These
service people have left their coun-
try of origin to serve in the Israel
Defense Force. The organization
provides financial, social and emo-
tional support to these individuals.

Raised in New York State, Mr.
Rosenberger attended Penn State
University, where he earned a de-
gree in economics. He started his
career as an investment banker,
but his passion for Israel led to his
emigration and joining the IDF.
Mr. Rosenberger will discuss when

and why the organization was
started. He will be accompanied
by Leora Prince, a former ‘lone
soldier,” who will discuss the im-
portance of the female soldier in
the IDF. Ms. Prince was a squad
commander in the Karakal battal-
ion, which is coed, and the only
battalion where women can expe-
rience actual combat. She attended
Flatbush Yeshiva in Brooklyn. Af-
ter high school she went to study
in Israel and joined the IDF in
September 2011.

Prior to the general meeting, the
book club will meet at 10:30 a.m. to
discuss “What We Talk About When
We Talk About Anne Frank,” by
Nathan Englander, a finalist for the
2013 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. The
book is comprised of eight short
stories. Mr. Englander has said that
he based his stories on his experi-
ences growing up in the United States
in a Modern Orthodox family.

Members are encouraged to
bring their own lunch. Dessert,
coffee and tea will be served.

Beat It! For Young Adults
To Take Place at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Young
Leadership Division (YLD) of the
Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ will present an event
entitled Beat It! at 7 p.m. on Tues-
day, September 24. Open to adults
ages 25 to 45, it will take place at
the Wilf Jewish Community Cam-
pus, located at 1391 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

The kickoff to YLD’s 2014 year,
Beat It! will serve as an opportunity
for participants to socialize and meet
other like-minded Jews. Guests also
will be introduced to the scope of
the Federation’s work across the
Greater MetroWest community —
how it supports job search and train-
ing services for the unemployed
and kosher meals on wheels for
homebound elderly; advocates on
behalf of Israel’s legitimacy, and
introduces and integrates young
families into the Jewish commu-
nity through social and social ac-
tion programs based on time and
interests.

Featuring an open bar, hors
d’oeuvres and dessert (dietary laws
observed), the evening additionally
will include a performance by Drum
Café, the members of which will
lead the crowd through an interac-
tive drumming circle. No drumming
experience is needed. The crowd
also will be joined by Brian
Seymour, a young leader in the Jew-
ish Federation of South Palm Beach,

Fla., who will share his Jewish jour-
ney and why the Federation’s work
is important and relevant to younger
generations.

The cost is $75. Registration may
be done online only at jfedgmw.org/
beat. To learn more about YLD,
visit jfedgmw.org/yld.

Hook-Needle Group
To Sell Merchandise

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library’s Hook and
Needle Group will have handmade
knitted and crocheted items for sale
at this year’s Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library Book
Sale. Afghans, baby blankets,
lapghans, toys and scarves will be
among the featured items.

The Friends Book Sale will be
open to the public beginning Fri-
day, September 20, at 9 a.m. at the
Forest Road Park Building in
Fanwood. This year, proceeds from
the sale will benefit the Fanwood
Memorial Library.

The Hook and Needle Group,
which donates its items to chari-
ties, meets every Tuesday from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the library and
is open to all newcomers. The
Fanwood Memorial Library is lo-
cated at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information, call
(908) 322-6400.

Mr. Foley to Discuss Novel
During Visit to Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will welcome
Westfield resident and former Su-
perintendent of Schools Bill Foley
on Saturday, September 21, at 2
p.m., when he will discuss his book
“The Entitled.” He also will speak
about the writing and publishing
process. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

According to an excerpt from
Amazon.com, the book’s main char-
acters, Carter and Jill Burton, and
their teenage daughter, Melissa, live
comfortably in the upscale suburb
of Excelsior, where prosperity is a
birthright and opportunity abounds.
Carter Burton moves effortlessly
from a Yale degree and business
school to become a master of the
universe on Wall Street.

Along the way he woos Jill, who
becomes the architect of their per-
fect life. At first, happiness comes
easily, like hanging bulbs on a
Christmas tree: the sprawling man-
sion, the country club membership,
and a daughter destined for the Ivy
Leagues. But this sunny screenplay
is rudely interrupted when Carter’s
fortunes are hammered by the re-
cession and a near-fatal automobile
accident with his daughter.

He finds himself on life support
at the firm — and alcohol at home
— as he searches for the one big
deal that will make everything right
once again. This novel follows the
Burtons as each family member’s
odyssey tests the limits of love,
trust and their dreams for a perfect
life.

The event will be free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, check the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on

the Calendar link, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Sat-
urday; and Sunday hours of 1 to 5
p.m. will resume on September 22.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning, quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”
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Library Friends List
Date For NYC Trip

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library has
planned a trip to New York for
Tuesday, October 15.

The day will begin with a guided
behind-the-scenes tour of a New
York landmark — Lincoln Center.
A three-course lunch will follow
at Atlantic Grill. The trip will con-
clude with a visit to the New York
Historical Society for a guided tour
of its exhibition entitled “The Ar-
mory Show at 100.” The original
show, in 1913, introduced modern
art to New York. There are many
other exhibits to choose as well.

The cost of the trip is $115 for
Friends members and $125 for non-
members. Interested persons are
asked to contact
friendsofwml@gmail.com. The
deadline for payment is Monday,
September 16. The bus will depart
from and return to the library’s
parking lot at 550 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Single Jewish Friends
Plan Bahama Lunch
AREA — The Circle of Single

Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet
and Eat Luncheon this Sunday, Sep-
tember 15, at noon. It will take place
at Bahama Breeze Island Grille Res-
taurant, located at 520 Woodbridge
Center Drive in Woodbridge.

The price is the cost of a meal off
the menu and tip, plus $3. Interested
persons are asked to respond by call-
ing Roberta at (908) 668-8450 or e-
mailing roger678@optonline.net.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times
COMING TOGETHER...Attendees at
a previous Rally Day at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield learn about
all the church has to offer. The 2013
event will take place this Sunday, Sep-
tember 15, and will include breakfast,
information tables and activities for
the children. The church is located at
140 Mountain Avenue at Broad Street
in Westfield.

Tickets For Hay Rides, Fun
At Trailside Are Available

MOUNTAINSIDE – Tickets are
on sale for autumn hay rides and
fun around the campfire at Trailside
Nature and Science Center. Spon-
sored by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, these ac-
tivities, in addition to hay rides,
include folk songs around a camp-
fire, hot chocolate and marshmal-

lows toasted over the fire.
Hay ride tickets are available at

three locations: every day from
noon to 5 p.m. at Trailside Nature
and Science Center, 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside;
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Union County Administra-
tion Building, Department of Parks
and Community Renewal, Second
Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza at
Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth, or at
the Colleen Fraser Building, 300
North Avenue, East, in Westfield,
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday;
12:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Thursday
and 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday.

No tickets will be sold at the hay
rides. Tickets for these outings
must be purchased in advance.
Seating for the hay rides is limited.
The cost is $6 for Union County
residents and $12 for out-of-county
participants. Rides begin at 6:30
p.m. on the Friday evenings of
September 20, October 4, 11 and
18, and at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday,
October 13.

For further information, call
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter at (908) 789-3670 or the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900, or visit the Union County
website at ucnj.org.
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– Obituaries –

College Club Announces
Community Calendar Sale

FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains has an-
nounced that its Community Date
Calendar, which it has published
for 50 years, is once again available
for sale.

The calendar is based on the aca-
demic school year and lists all events
taking place in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains. It also contains all of the
pertinent contact information for
schools, houses of worship, hotlines
and local advertisers. The cost of the
calendar is $10.

The calendars are available at the
following locations: Scotch Plains
Public Library, Fanwood Memorial
Library, Norman’s Hallmark store,
Young’s Paint and Varnish, Apple
Blossom Flower Shop and Di
Francesco Realty, or from any Col-
lege Club member.

Since this also is the 80th anniver-
sary of the founding of the College
Club, the photographs on the front
cover show members of the club and
this year’s scholarship recipients. The

membership photo was taken at Pon-
derosa Park, and the scholarship re-
cipients were photographed at the
Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains.

Each year the calendar features
an advertiser who has been a sup-
porter for at least 25 years. This
year the club selected Di Francesco
Realty as its advertiser of the year.
Established by lifelong resident
Paul Di Francesco, the real estate
firm has served the needs of the
communities since the 1960s. Marie
Di Francesco Leppert, sister of the
owner and a veteran member of the
College Club, is employed at Di
Francesco Realty.

This year, Young’s Paint and Var-
nish has been an advertiser in the
calendar for 50 years.

This year the College Club awarded
$31,000 in scholarships to 12 young
women in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. Sales of the Community
Calendar is one of the biggest
fundraisers for these scholarships.

Lawrence E. Playford, 77, Army Veteran;
Had Been Special Agent For the FBI

Lawrence E. Playford, 77, passed
away on Wednesday, September 4,
2013, at Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Hospital in New York City.

Born in Jackson, Mich., Mr.
Playford was a resident of Westfield,
N.J. since 1946. He was a graduate of
Holy Trinity High School in Westfield
and St. Peter’s College in Jersey City.
He was honorably discharged from
the United States Army in 1962.

Mr. Playford was a Special Agent
for the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion and during his career was as-
signed to Bureau offices in Phoenix,
Jacksonville, Pensacola, New York
City, and retired from the Newark
office after 22 years of service. He
was a member of the Society for
Former Special Agents of the FBI.

Mr. Playford was the son of the late
George and Marguerite Playford and
was predeceased by his sister, Mary

Anne. He is survived by his wife of 50
years, Rosalie Ann; his son, Lawrence
E. Playford, Jr., and his wife, Ellen, of
New York City; his daughter, Allison
Mary Jacobi, and her husband, Paul,
of Fairfield, Conn.; his nephew, Phillip
Schwartz, and his five beloved grand-
children, Lauren, Catherine, Timothy,
Joan and Stephen.

A Mass of the Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, September
7, at the Roman Catholic Church of
the Holy Trinity in Westfield. Burial
following the Mass took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Mr. Playford’s memory to
the National Shrine of St. Jude,
Claretian Missionaries. Funeral ar-
rangements were under the direction
of the Dooley Colonial Funeral Home
in Westfield.
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Lila Marion Rose, 85, School Librarian;
Volunteer For Charitable Organizations
Lila Marion Rose (née Graebner),

85, of Mountainside, N.J. passed away
on Sunday, September 1, 2013, at
Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Assisted Living Residence.

Born in Milwaukee, Wis., she was
a graduate of the University of Wis-
consin in Madison. A former resident
of Gibbsboro, Berlin and eventually
Southampton, N.J., Lila was the first
librarian of the Gibbsboro, N.J. El-
ementary School, establishing the li-
brary upon the school expansion in
the early 1960s.

After her retirement, she volun-
teered her services for the Marie
Fleche Memorial Library in Berlin
and other charitable organizations.
She also was an accomplished artist
and seamstress.

She was the beloved wife of the
late Herbert Rose and devoted mother
of the late David B. Rose. She was
predeceased by her parents, John and

Marvel Graebner, and her brother,
John Graebner. She is survived by
her daughter, Melinda Rose Textor,
and her husband, James Textor, of
Westfield, N.J.; nieces, Melissa
Graebner Young, Selene Lofquist and
Michelle Rose; nephew, Jason Rose;
brother-in-law, William Rose, and his
wife, Lois, of Moorestown, N.J., and
sister-in-law, Janet Graebner of
Wausau, Wis.

Lila’s Life Celebration will begin
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, September
14, 2013, at Gray Funeral Directors,
A Life Celebration Home, 318 East
Broad Street, Westfield, where her
Service of Remembrance will follow
at noon Saturday. Memorial contri-
butions may be made in Lila’s
memory to: Mountainside Public Li-
brary, 1 Constitution Plaza,
Mountainside, N.J. 07092.
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Furniture Assist Announces
New Clothing Mission

By C. DAWSON YEOMANS and
PEGGY A. ROTHBAUM, Ph.D.

Furniture Assist is well known
to the community. We are a 501(c)3
that accepts donations of new and
gently-used furniture, appliances
and household goods from indi-
viduals, groups, organizations, cor-
porations and public and private
sources. On Sundays, from 1 to 3
p.m., we hold distribution for pre-
scheduled and pre-screened cli-
ents. At their appointment, clients
come to select items free of charge.

We have always accepted cloth-
ing, but it has not been a main
focus of our organization. After
Superstorm Sandy, in collabora-
tion with the First Congregational
Church of Westfield, the Reformed
Church of Highland Park, and the
employees of Alfonso’s Family
Trattoria, Father Ronald Pollock
of St. John’s Episcopal Church,
and the Lincoln Hose Company 4
(all of Somerville), we success-
fully delivered approximately 250
bags of clothing into the disaster

areas within 10 days. We were
proud to be of service with these
fine organizations and to be
thanked by Governor Christie. It
pointed out the importance of hav-
ing clothing available immediately
when people are in need.

Dawson Yeomans founded Fur-
niture Assist in 2004. Since then, it
has been part of his dream to have a
clothing mission, where Furniture
Assist would be among the first to
provide clothing to those in need,
whether in crisis or as part of daily
life. We hope for the continued sup-
port of the community as we de-
velop this new mission. Volunteers
are needed to sort, label and inven-
tory clothing on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Sundays. In addition, we
need volunteers to help distribute
clothing on Sundays when clients
come for their appointments. To
volunteer or help in another way,
call (973) 868-6007 or visit our
website, www.furnitureassist.com.
Furniture Assist thanks you for your
continued generosity.

‘Living Well Series’ Sept. 18
To Address Caregiver Needs

SUMMIT – The Coalition on
Family Caregiving invites the pub-
lic to attend its Fall “Living Well
Series” program entitled “Taking
Care of Me” on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 18, at 7 p.m. at SAGE
Eldercare, located at 290 Broad
Street in Summit.

Presented by Deanna Butters, di-
rector of SAGE’s Spend A Day
Adult Health Center, this program
is designed to identify and manage
stressors in a caregiver’s environ-
ment. Ms. Butters will discuss the
importance of physical activity and
maintaining one’s mental health as
a caregiver. She also will review the
physical changes that happen to
someone who is stressed and what
stress-relieving techniques are
available for caregivers.

“Taking Care of Me” is all about
caregivers being good to them-
selves, giving themselves praise and
acknowledging the work they are
doing.

There is no charge to attend the
presentation and light refreshments
will be served. Advance reservations
are requested by calling (908) 598-
5548 or e-mailing
education@sageeldercare.org. At-
tendees also will have an opportunity
to participate in a question-and-an-
swer session after the presentation.

The “Living Well Series” of semi-
nars is designed to help people with
specific illnesses and their
caregivers better understand the
condition and manage their symp-
toms so they can lead as active and
as healthy a life as possible. The
series also addresses the needs and
issues of caregivers.

This presentation is being held in
connection with SAGE Eldercare’s
P.R.E.P. (People Responsible for
Elderly Persons) support group,
which is open to the public and
meets at 7 p.m. on the third Wednes-
day of every month at 290 Broad
Street in Summit. SAGE Eldercare
is a community resource that offers
a comprehensive array of programs
and services for older adults and
caregivers, promoting indepen-
dence and quality of life. For more
information on SAGE, call (908)
273-5550 or visit sageeldercare.org.

The Coalition on Family
Caregiving, formed in 2003, is a
group of community-based organi-
zations, businesses and individuals
whose mission is to assist family
caregivers by offering support, edu-
cation and information on resources
and services. Its resource and refer-
ral network is available at no cost.
For more information, visit the
organization’s website, cfcares.org.

Westfield Library to Present
Ultimate Eclectic Experience

East Broad Street.
Matt Daniel is a musician with a

high-energy repertoire that includes
his original compositions written in
different styles, including jazz, Latin,
blues and rock ‘n’ roll. He calls his
program the “Ultimate Eclectic Expe-
rience” because it is designed to trans-
form the musical experience, giving
the listener more ways to relate to and
understand the music, and making the
performance a more personal, inter-
active experience. Mr. Daniel’s per-
formance integrates nearly all genres
of music, enhanced with his own touch.

This event will be free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MU-
RAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To see
if a library participates, visit the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Calendar link, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day, and Sunday hours of 1 to 5 p.m.
will resume on September 22.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present Matt
Daniel’s “Ultimate Eclectic Experi-
ence” on Wednesday, September 18,
at 7 p.m. The library is located at 550

Historical Society to Present
Night of ‘Sinatra and Pasta’

plished singer-entertainer Chris
“Sinatra” Jago, who mirrors the voice
and style of the legendary Frank
Sinatra. Mr. Jago will take guests
back in time through his live perfor-
mance of favorite tunes for which
Sinatra was famous during the 1940s
through the 1980s.

During the evening, a three-course
Italian pasta dinner, prepared by popu-
lar local chefs Sal and Darlene
Candarella, will be served. Admis-
sion is $35. Advance reservations by
Friday, September 20, are required.

Mr. Jago, who performs a full rep-
ertoire of Sinatra music, has been
entertaining guests at weddings, tal-
ent shows and tribute shows through-
out New Jersey and New York for the
past several years.

For further information and to pur-
chase tickets for the “Saturday Night
with Sinatra and Pasta” event, call
(908) 709-0434 or (908) 709-0391.

Proceeds will benefit the Kenilworth
Historical Society’s “Give the House
a Lift” campaign, an ongoing fund-
raising endeavor to obtain an elevator
that will make the newly restored
Oswald J. Nitschke House “living his-
tory” museum and cultural arts center
fully accessible to everyone.

KENILWORTH — The
Kenilworth Historical Society will
present “Saturday Night with Sinatra
and Pasta,” an evening of music and
Italian cuisine, on Saturday, Septem-
ber 28, from 6 to 11 p.m. at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street.

This event will feature music, for
listening and dancing, by accom-

Workshops to Focus
On Wearable Art

SCOTCH PLAINS — This fall, the
Scotch Plains Public Library will
present two workshops where attend-
ees can create unique wearable art.
The first will take place next Thurs-
day, September 19, at 7 p.m., as local
artist Connie Pinkowski demonstrates
how to turn summer beach treasures
into one-of-a-kind jewelry. Attendees
can bring their own “found” objects or
use those provided by Ms. Pinkowski.

On Wednesday, October 23, at 6
p.m., local artist Vicki Parker will
lead a workshop on creating dog-
themed wearable art. Materials will
be provided for all registered attend-
ees. This workshop coincides with
the library’s Adopt-a-Dog Month
Gallery exhibit, which will be on
display October 5 to 29.

This program is free and open to
adults and teens in grades 6 through 12
accompanied by an adult. Attendees
are encouraged to register through the
library’s website, scotlib.org, by call-
ing (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue,
in the center of the township.

‘Movies Under the Stars’
To Feature The Lorax

WESTFIELD — To help cel-
ebrate the Westfield Area “Y”’s
90th anniversary, Spencer Savings
Bank and the Westfield Area “Y”
invite the community to a free fam-
ily movie night with “Movies Un-
der the Stars” at the Elm Street
Field in Westfield on Friday, Sep-
tember 20.

Attendees are invited to bring a
lawn chair or blanket and enjoy an
evening outdoors with family and
friends. The featured film, Dr.
Seuss’ The Lorax, is an animated
adventure following the journey
of a boy as he searches for the one
thing that will enable him to win
the affection of the girl of his
dreams. To find it, he must dis-
cover the story of the Lorax, the
grumpy yet charming creature who
fights to protect his world.

There will be free gifts for the
first 500 attendees. Door prizes
will be raffled off and freshly
popped popcorn/refreshments will
be served in exchange for a small

donation. All proceeds will benefit
the Westfield Area “Y.”

The movie will begin at dusk,
around 7:15 p.m. Participants are
advised to arrive early for a good
spot. The rain date is scheduled for
Saturday, September 21.

College Club Slates
Clothing Drive

FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will hold
its annual clothing drive on Saturday,
September 21, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Requested items include cloth-
ing, belts, handbags, backpacks, hats,
briefcases, linens, blankets, pillows,
quilts, towels, drapes, stuffed ani-
mals, bicycles and small hard toys.
Shoes have to be bagged separately.

Donations can be dropped off at 59
Russell Road in Fanwood. For more
information, call Cathy at (908) 322-
1362. This fundraiser will benefit the
College Club Scholarship Fund. Do-
nations are tax-deductible.

Fanwood Library Friends
To Host 27th Fall Book Sale

FANWOOD — The Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library
will hold their 27th Annual Fall
Book Sale Thursday through Sun-
day, September 19 to 22.

A special feature of this event
will be sorted categories. Brows-
ers will find sections devoted ex-
clusively to history, romance, clas-
sics, art, cookbooks, politics,
crafts, science, parenting, children
and general fiction. The Friends
also collect DVDs and CDs, but no
longer any toys or games.

The sale netted $10,000 last year,
and this year the goal is to reach
$11,000. Library budget cuts over
the last few years mean that
fundraisers like this are vital to
continuing the library’s mission
and providing programs and ser-
vices for all ages throughout the
year.

In preparation for the sale, the
Friends welcome donations of
lightly used hardcover and paper-
back books, DVDs and CDs at 153
Forest Road, the red brick build-
ing. Collection dates at Forest Road
Park are as follows: Friday, Sep-

tember 13, 3 to 8 p.m.; Saturday,
September 14, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Monday, September 16, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Tuesday, September 17, 3 to
8 p.m., and Wednesday, September
18, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The sale, to be held at Forest
Road Park, will get underway on
Thursday, September 19, from 4 to
8 p.m. This first day of the sale will
be open to Friends of both the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains librar-
ies. Anyone may purchase a mem-
bership, starting at $15, at the door.
The Friends have requested no
scanners, cell phones or dealers,
although dealers will be welcome
on all other dates. Subsequent sale
dates will be Friday, September
20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday,
September 21, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and Sunday, September 22, noon
to 4 p.m. ($7 bag day).

To assist with the sale or to get
more information,  visi t
fanwoodlibrary.org and click on
Friends. For other inquiries, con-
tact  Friends President Carol
Campell at (908) 322-9179 or e-
mail campell@verizon.net.

Yetta Draper, 85, Was Photojournalist;
Maritz Market Research Branch Mgr.

Yetta Draper, 85, formerly of
Westfield and currently of Fanwood,
N.J., passed away peacefully at home
on Friday, August 30, 2013, with her
daughters by her side.

Born and raised in Hamburg, N.Y.,
Yetta was the daughter of the late
William and Henrietta Kronenberg.
A graduate of Centenary College,
Yetta went on to marry her true love,
Ray Draper. The two began their
marriage as young photojournalists
traveling the United States and
Mexico. Throughout those years,
Yetta gained a profound interest in
American Indian Reservations. Ray’s
later occupation took his young fam-
ily to the New York area, where they
settled in Westfield. After raising her
children, Yetta returned to work, cre-
ating a career that elevated her to
branch manager for Maritiz Market
Research.

Yetta will be remembered for her

creative entertaining, loving and car-
ing nature and her generosity to chari-
ties that made a difference.

Yetta was predeceased by her hus-
band, Ray, in 2005. She is survived
by her daughters, Shaun Draper and
her husband, Jack Burrows, of New
York City and Ocean Grove, N.J. and
Stacey Draper of Fanwood, N.J., in
addition to many loving cousins and
truly wonderful friends.

A memorial service for Yetta will
be held at Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street, Westfield, on Sat-
urday, September 28, 2013, at 11
a.m. A luncheon will follow at the
family’s home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to St. Joseph’s Indian School,
P.O. Box 300, Chamberlain, S.D.
57325 or the World Wildlife Fund,
P.O. Box 97180, Washington, D.C.,
20090-7180.

September 12, 2013

Temple Sisterhood Reveals
Meeting, Upcoming Events

CRANFORD — Jessica Hoff,
president of the Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim,
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, has announced that the
Sisterhood’s first meeting of the
year will be on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 17, at 8 p.m.

The program will be “Sisterhood
Secrets.” Participants will learn
things about members that they
had no idea about. Prizes will be
awarded for the top winners of
Sisterhood Secrets. There also will
be a raffle and door prizes.

Upcoming events include the Sis-
terhood Rummage Sale, scheduled
for Sunday, October 27. Some other

program events being planned in-
clude one featuring Flavian, a mind
reader, for the Paid Up Member-
ship Meeting on Tuesday, October
8; a Vodkas and Latkas event for
Saturday, November 2; Hanukkah
Joint Program with Sisterhood and
Hadassah on Tuesday, December
3, and Zumba for the meeting of
Tuesday, February 18, 2014.

The Judaica Shop will be open
for shopping. Hospitality Chair-
persons Joan Finkelstein and Sandi
Sussman will serve festive refresh-
ments. For further information, call
the temple at (908) 276-9231. Pro-
spective members are welcome to
attend.

Oasis Church to Commence
Services at Second Location
AREA — Beginning this Sunday,

September 15, Oasis-Church-NJ.com,
a New Jersey contemporary, casual
Christian church, will hold weekly
services on Sundays at 10 a.m. at the
Regal Hadley Cinema Movie Theater.
The theater is located at 1000 Corpo-
rate Court in South Plainfield.

This will be the second perma-
nent location for Oasis Church,
which already meets Sundays at 11
a.m. at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renais-
sance, located at 250 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

The church originally began in Sep-
tember 2010, with a vision to minister
to people who would not normally go
to a church. In keeping with that vi-
sion, the church meets in non-tradi-

tional worship venues such as wed-
ding ballrooms and movie theaters in
hopes of meeting people where they
feel more comfortable. Oasis Church
features a band and relevant messages
from the Bible that both young and old
can apply in their lives.

“We are a growing church family
that welcomes people from all back-
grounds, no matter where they are in
their spiritual journey,” said Lead Pas-
tor David Butler. “September 15 just
happens to be National Back to Church
Sunday. Why not bring your friends
and family on that day, and experience
an awesome time?”

For more information, visit Oasis-
Church-NJ.com or call Pastor Butler
at (732) 406-7821.

Stargazing Party Is
Set at Hanson House
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy will hold a Stargazing
Party on Thursday, September 19,
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at the Hanson
House, located at 38 Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford.

Participants are invited to bring
their own telescope or binoculars or
to take a look through Bill McClain’s
professional telescope.

The program will begin indoors
with a brief introduction followed by
an outdoor stargazing party. Free star
charts will be included. Donations
are appreciated. Interested persons
are asked to respond by calling
Cranford Park and Recreation at (908)
709-7283.
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FIRST DAY…All 10 Westfield Public Schools opened on September 3 including
Lincoln School – the district’s Early Childhood Learning Center. Ready to begin
their first day of kindergarten, pictured, left to right, are: Jack Graham, Kayla
Genlot and Van Imbacuan-Ellefson.

UC Student Organizes
Dyslexia Conference

College Club of F-SP
Announces Scholarships

SCOTCH PLAINS —Will Marsh,
Union Catholic (UC) High School,
Class of 2014, demonstrates UC’s core
value of community, as he is a vital
advocate for dyslexia awareness. Will,
who found out that he was dyslexic in
third grade, decided shortly after that
point that he wanted to make a differ-
ence in the lives of those who are
dealing with dyslexia, whether they
be a student, parent or educator, since
one in five individuals has some de-
gree of dyslexia.

Will created a conference to raise
awareness about dyslexia, called
“Spotlight on Dyslexia,” which will
be held at Union Catholic on Satur-
day, October 5, from 8 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. The conference will include
keynote speaker G. Emerson
Dickman, J.D. (Past President of the
International Dyslexia Association
and member of the National Joint
Committee on Learning Disabilities);
a screening of the HBO documentary
The Big Picture: Rethinking Dyslexia;
a panel discussion of professionals,
parents and dyslexic students;
breakout sessions on key issues about
dyslexia by field specialists; and a
resource fair. All are welcome and
encouraged to attend.

Registration is available at
s p o t l i g h t o n d y s l e x i a -
es2.eventbrite.com.

In the past, Will has raised funds
for the dyslexia walk in Scotch Plains,
has mentored other dyslexic students
and has even testified in front of the
New Jersey Senate Education Com-
mittee in support of several laws re-
garding dyslexia. He has traveled to
Washington, D.C. with several De-
coding Dyslexia members (a parent-
led grassroots movement that began
two years ago in New Jersey and has
since spread to 33 other states) to

meet with the New Jersey congress-
men and, this past summer, earned an
internship with Learning Ally (for-
merly the Recording for the Blind
and Dyslexic), where he created a
database for each state containing
dyslexia resources.

Will also has been nominated for
the International Dyslexia Associa-
tion Remy Johnston Award, a unique
award that is only presented to dys-
lexics under age 25 for their commu-
nity involvement and refusal to be
limited by their learning differences.
Will is the PAC (Performing Arts
Company) president, and an active
member of SMAC (Student Move-
ment Against Cancer) and Forensics.

Will is hoping that the conference
on October 5 will raise factual aware-
ness about dyslexia and dispel any
misconceptions that people have. His
goal is for students, parents and edu-
cators to leave the conference equipped
with the resources they need to maxi-
mize learning for dyslexic students.

“When you ask a person what they
think dyslexia is, most people ini-
tially think that it means reading back-
wards; in actuality, this only happens
in the most extreme cases,” Will
stated. “Through the conference, I
am hoping that attendees will come
to understand that yes, those with
dyslexia do have difficulty reading
and spelling, but they also have unique
strengths like seeing the big picture
and using multidimensional think-
ing. Many of ‘the greats’ have been
dyslexic, including Steve Jobs of
Apple, Inc., Richard Branson of Vir-
gin Group, and even Walt Disney.”

For 50 years, Union Catholic High
School has earned its reputation as
one of New Jersey’s foremost Catho-
lic secondary schools. For informa-
tion, visit unioncatholic.org.

FANWOOD-SCOTCH PLAINS -
The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains has awarded a total of $31,500
in scholarships to 12 students, seven
are high school seniors who gradu-
ated in June, and five are currently
attending college.

The high school recipients for the
academic year 2013-2014 are: Caitlin
Carol, daughter of Joseph and Sandra
Carol, who received $3,000 and will
be attending Middlebury College;
Megan Fernandez, daughter of
Kathy Lamendola, who received
$3,500 and will be attending
Rutgers University; Kelly O’Leary,
daughter of Timothy and Kathy
O’Leary, who received $3,000 and
will be attending The College of
New Jersey; Tara Palkoski, daugh-
ter of Kim and Robert Palkoski,
who received $3,000 and will be
attending the University of Massa-
chusetts at Amherst; Alexandra
Peluso, daughter of Carin and Art
Peluso, who received $3,000 and
will be attending the University of
South Carolina; Lindsey Wilkinson,
daughter of John and Cheryl
Wilkinson, who received $3,000
and will be attending Boston Col-
lege

Danielle Karacsony, daughter of
Debra and Art Karacsony, the high-
est ranking female of the class of
2013 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS), received an
award of $1,000 in recognition of
her academic excellence. Danielle
will be attending the University of
Maryland.

The college recipients for aca-
demic year 2013-2014 are: Eliza-
beth Baldwin, daughter of Andrew
and Diane Baldwin, who received
$2,000 and is a sophomore at
Bucknell University; Stephanie
Holmes, daughter of Steven
Holmes, who received $3,000 and
will be a sophomore at New York
University; Shannon McGovern,
daughter of Timothy and Mary
McGovern, who received $2,500
and will be a junior at The College
of New Jersey; Avia Shadmi daugh-
ter of Allon and Beth Shadmi, who
received $2,000 and will be sopho-
more at Ithaca College; Jamie
Weisbrot, daughter of Stephanie
Weisbrot, who was awarded $2,000
and will be a sophomore at the Uni-
versity of Maryland.

This is the 77th year that female
students, seeking financial assis-
tance to pursue a four-year college
degree, have been helped by the
Club’s fund-raising efforts. Two of
the Club’s largest efforts are the
annual fashion show and the sale of
the Community Calendar.

A special dinner reception was
held for the recipients and their
families at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club on May 20. Club President
Robin Musso and Scholarship Com-
mittee Co-Chairs Marie Walford
and Tish Isack, made the scholar-
ship presentations at the dinner. Past
president Joan Skubish and Tish
Isack presented the awards at the
SPFHS awards assembly.

Anyone interested in more infor-
mation about the College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains or would
like to become a member, please
contact the membership committee
at (908) 889-9194 or visit the club’s
website at collegeclubfsp.org.

CONGRATULATIONS…The College Club of Fanwood – Scotch Plains has
awarded a total of $31,500 in scholarships to 12 students, seven are high school
seniors who graduated in June, and five are currently attending college. Pictured,
left to right, are: Caitlin Carol, Lindsey Wilkinson, Alexandra Peluso, Megan
Fernandez, Elizabeth Baldwin, Kelly O’Leary, Stephanie Holmes, Tara Palkoski,
Danielle Karacsony, Shannon Mc Govern. Absent are Avia Shadmi and Jamie
Weisbrot.

SPOTLIGHT ON DYSLEXIA…Will Marsh created a conference to raise awareness
about dyslexia, called “Spotlight on Dyslexia,” which will be held at Union Catholic on
Saturday, October 5. Pictured, Will joins Union Catholic Director of Guidance Jennifer
Dixon, who empowered him and helped to make his dream conference a reality.

Westfield Candidates Night Canceled
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
PTC-sponsored Board of Educa-
tion Candidates Night, originally
scheduled for Wednesday, Octo-
ber 16, has been canceled due to
the withdrawal of Jonathan Blitt’s
candidacy, leaving three candi-
dates for the three open positions.

Candidates include incumbents
J. Brendan Galligan, Ginny Leiz

and Mitchell Slater.
The PTC thanks the members

of the public who have provided
questions thus far for the Candi-
date Forum. Issues of importance
to the public can always be e-
mailed to board members at
wboe@westfieldnjk12.org.

Remember to vote on Tuesday,
November 5.

Purdue University
Confers Degrees

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. - Purdue
University awarded approximately
7,100 degrees to students following
the spring semester.

Those earning degrees include:
Stephen Aswad of Westfield, who
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Chemical Engineering from the
School of Chemical Engineering.

U Mass Announces
Dean’s List

BOSTON, Mass. - Charlotte
Mullan, a resident of Mountainside,
was among the 2,800 students from
the University of Massachusetts Bos-
ton named to the Spring 2013 Dean’s
List.

Susquehanna Names
Honors Student

SELINSGROVE, Pa. — Caitlin
Conroy, of Scotch Plains, has been
accepted to Susquehanna University’s
highly selective Honors Program.
Caitlin is a first-year student major-
ing in chemistry at Susquehanna and
a 2013 graduate of Mother Seton
Regional High School. She is the
daughter of Stephen and Mary
Conroy.

“Getaway”
Road Outrage

1 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

One advantage of being a film critic,
especially pertinent in the case of
Courtney Solomon’s furiously tur-
bulent “Getaway,” is that you get to
see movies you’d never pay to see.
All of which is my cute excuse for
succumbing to the tastes and curios-
ity of the 15-year-old me. Truth be
told, no one had to twist my stick-
shifting arm to see this flimsy excuse
for a feature length car chase.

Rarely stopping to take a breath,
perhaps afraid that we’d catch up
and see it for the mindless scraps of
celluloid sensationalism it really is,
“Getaway” literally and figuratively
produces a junkyard full of half-
baked and unpolished wreckage.
Starring Ethan Hawke as washed
up and humiliated former big-time
racecar driver Brent Magra, the bar-
rage of special effects and ridicu-
lously exhilarating live footage fea-
tures one of those absurd premises
right out of your last nightmare.

Some mysterious power with a
doubtlessly heinous agenda and an
apparent desire to be a monstrous
puppeteer of men has kidnapped
Brent’s wife and then set the stage
for him to wind up in a Shelby
Super Snake Mustang. Fitted with
cameras and all sorts of other con-
trol freak doodads—the better to
watch and direct him, my dear—
the cockpit serves as the action-
drama’s proscenium.

The deal is, do what the sinister,
foreign-accented voice says or the
love of your life will be killed. And
hey, this guy ain’t kidding.

 This means, just for starters, ram-
ming dozens of police cars, driving
the indomitable pony car through
every potentially tragic marketplace
in Sofia, Bulgaria, and leaving no
automotive acrobatic trick undone.
And just so Brent has someone to
commiserate with between power
shifts, the marionette master plops
some female companionship into
the shotgun seat.

She is, per the credits, The Kid,
portrayed by Selena
Gomez…which ostensibly trans-
lates to poor little rich girl. You see,
pop is a major European banker
who, alas, has given her very little
of his time. As consolation, though,
he has given her the $94,195 flivver
that Shelby American crafts from
Ford’s GT500 Mustangs - the “only
nice thing” dear old dad has ever
done for her. Hmm, I’m thinking,
why not parlay the guilt and hit him
up for a new Ferrari and just find a
father figure somewhere else?

In any case, now she has a big
brother of sorts to menace and ban-
ter with as both try to figure out
why the unseen dictator has con-
structed this merger of machine,
troubled souls and confounding
agenda. Oh, before I forget, it bears
noting that, quite conveniently, the
poor man’s Lolita is a techno geek

whose computer savvy just might
help them survive the maelstrom of
confusion in which they’ve been
tossed.

This is a loud backfire for the
Bulgarian Tourist Board. An over-
all darkness, both in mood and via
visuals shot through dimming fil-
ters, hardly makes the perennially
rain-dampened streets of Sofia very
appealing. However, as comple-
menting landscape to the car’s
claustrophobic interior, director
Solomon, working from a screen-
play by Sean Finegan and Greg
Maxwell Parker, manages rousing
scenarios of the video game kind.

All the establishment stuff young
cynical minds deem to be the awful
truth are trotted out for a thorough
vanquishing. The vaunted lack of
moral compass reminds of a scene
from “The Wild One” (1953), when
a sexy blonde bobbysoxer asks
Marlon Brando’s Johnny what he’s
rebelling against and he replies,
“Whatta yuh got?”

Wait, though, before inferring
from my subtext that this film has
more than just a couple redeeming
points. Fact is, the hyperkinesia
oftentimes makes it  barely
watchable. However, if you’re
studying for your doctorate in soci-
ology, I think its nihilism might
serve as a window into the genera-
tion it looks to accommodate.

Otherwise - again mind you, from
a purely academic point of view -
this cacophony is more interesting
to dissect and attempt to fathom
than it is entertaining. Going for
this ride is exhausting and feels
much longer than its mere 90 min-
utes, a time vs. speed phenomenon
you don’t have to be Albert Einstein
to understand.

You wish there were at least some
cows to moo at. Seeking a respite
from the monotony, you might want
to visit the concession stand and
overpay, just to simulate the break
in the action associated with the
fast food joints at toll road rest
stops. Try the fudge.

All this said, you have to give
Ethan Hawke credit. Strenuously
emoting from behind the wheel,
like a stellar Major League pitcher
on a really lousy team he rarely
allows the futility of his mission to
stifle his professionalism. Miss
Gomez, on the other hand, supplies
a curious modicum of cherubic cute
that does little to help the team.

So you sit there and peer at your
empty popcorn bucket, the scant
nostalgia stirred by “Getaway’s”
automobilia having long given way
to memories of family road trips
and desperate entreaties of “Are we
there yet?

…
“Getaway,” rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. release directed by
Courtney Solomon and stars Ethan
Hawke, Selena Gomez and John
Voight. Running time: 90 minutes

WHS Graduate Gilad
Edelman Releases Debut CD
WESTFIELD — Gilad Edelman,

a 2005 graduate of Westfield High
School and currently a second year
student at Yale Law School, has re-
leased his debut CD, entitled “My
Groove, Your Move” on Sharp Nine
Records.

The alto saxophonist is joined by
an All-Star New York City band fea-
turing first-call pianist David
Hazeltine and trumpeter Joe
Magnarelli. DownBeat magazine
awarded the CD four stars and wrote,
“The leader’s individual poise im-
presses. He makes every familiar
move fresh, whether it’s his dramatic
entrances with his huge tone, his per-
fectly deployed double-time pas-
sages, or the way he uses an alto
break to sustain and release tension.”

Noted jazz blogger Marc Myers
wrote in his JazzWax blog, “The alto
saxophonist brings enormous matu-
rity and dexterity to a range of famil-
iar songs… Enormous, fluid
chops…”

The album includes songbook stan-
dards “I Love You” (the verse) by
Cole Porter, Lerner and Loewe’s “On
the Street Where You Live,” Jerome

Kern’s “The Way You Look Tonight”
and a ballad medley of “For All We
Know” and “We Kiss in a Shadow.”

The CD is available from Sharp
Nine Records (www.sharpnine.com)
as well as Amazon and all major
Internet retailers. It also is available
as a digital download from all estab-
lished download sites, including
iTunes.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Chinese Enrichment Classes
For Young Children

Chinese Enrichment Classes Give Your Child the World!

WESTFIELD – Give your child
the advantage of becoming bilin-
gual. From novice to experienced –
enroll your child in a culturally di-
verse, educational experience.
Unique enrichment programs pro-
vide full language development in-
struction for all levels of Mandarin
Chinese exposure. Structured in a
creative setting, captivating lan-
guage classes cater to children from
beginners to proficient native speak-
ers. Students will acquire new lan-
guage skills based on their indi-
vidual levels of language acquisi-
tion. These classes will build a strong

foundation, solidify understanding
and expand on prior skills in the
target language.

Immersion based curriculum in-
fused with educational and cultural
activities.

Accredited native language teach-
ers.

Classes are held at 836 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090. For
more information, call (908) 232-
9550 or (908) 232-7011, or visit
www.BambooShootsEducation.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

CDC’s Little Shop of
Horrors Opens Oct. 11
CRANFORD - The talented deni-

zens of Skid Row have been rehearsing
for the upcoming Cranford Dramatic
Club (CDC) Theatre production of Little
Shop of Horrors, book and lyrics by
Howard Ashman, music by Alan
Menkin.

Down-and-out floral assistant
Seymour Krelborn, played by Zach
Mazouat, becomes an overnight sen-
sation when he discovers an exotic
plant with a mysterious craving for
fresh blood.

This charming spoof of 1950s sci-
fi movies runs Friday and Saturday
evenings at 8 p.m. from Friday, Oc-
tober 11, through Saturday, October
26. For tickets and information, visit
cdctheatre.org or call (908) 276-
7611.

CD Cover

Westfield Fencing Club
Begins New Session

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Fencing Club, a division of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), currently is registering stu-
dents for the new session of classes
and bouting for beginning, inter-
mediate and advanced fencers in
sabre, foil and epée, using elec-
tronic scoring equipment.

“Fencing is a rapidly growing sport
that helps all participants enhance
their mental abilities while getting
some great exercise. More impor-
tant, it’s just plain fun, and that’s
what we concentrate on at our club,”
said Ron Margulis, Head Coach of
the Westfield Fencing Club.

Mr. Margulis, joined by coaches
Jerry Duffey, Charlie Dooley, David
Liss, Joe Zanko and Don Satchell,
will not only teach the skills in-
volved in this sport, but also help
prepare students to participate in
competitions.

Classes are held on Wednesday
evenings, beginning September 18,
at 6:30 p.m. for beginners and 7:30

p.m. for intermediate and advanced
students, and on Saturday morn-
ings, beginning September 21, at 9
a.m. for beginners and 10 a.m. for
intermediate and advanced fenc-
ers. All new students must attend
the first day of classes on either
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. or Satur-
day at 9 a.m. for proper placement
and time.

Fencing classes are open to stu-
dents age 10 and older, as well as to
adults. The program consists of 30
one-hour lessons, held at the All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Fencers are asked to wear loose
fitting clothing and white-soled
sneakers to all classes. Fencing
equipment is available for rental.

Students must pre-register with
the NJWA before attending class.
For additional information, visit
njworkshopforthearts.com, stop by
the NJWA studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield, or call (908)
789-9696.
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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

RIEPE (3 RBI), REILLY, WHITE (5 RBI) RAP 4 HITS EACH

St. George Grounds St. Jude
For St. Bart’s Softball Title, 19-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lightning just beyond the
centerfield fence at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains in the top of the ninth
inning on Labor Day persuaded St.
Jude to abandon its quest for the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League championship that ended in a
19-4 triumph by St. George.

Prior to the title game that began at
noon, St. Jude expended much of its
energy squeaking by St. Anthony,
10-9, in the Losers Bracket final, but
just after that game hopes were still
high by members of both teams.

“I have been in the league for, I

think, 14 years. This is my seventh
appearance. I won six times. It’s not
because of me. It’s because of the
guys behind me. Those guys all
played hard. I am just a little part of
the field playing out there now. I
don’t know if luck has everything to
do with it, but I am just happy to be
out here,” said St. Jude player Lou
Balestriere.

“I have been in the league for 26
years. I’ve had fun every single year.
This is my fourth time in the champi-
onship, and we are two-for-three so
far, and expecting to make it three-
for-four. I was with Tom Henderson,
I think it was called St. Thomas at the

time, and St. Killian with Harry
Semple. I am looking for a big win,”
said St. George veteran Floyd Rob-
erts.

Roberts got his wish and so did his
teammates, including leadoff hitter
Gerry Riepe, who was in his first
championship game in his entire 22-
year history (according to stats ex-
perts). Riepe, who had three RBI and
a run scored, was one of three team-
mates with four hits in the 31-hit
pummeling. Mike White singled all
four times and knocked in five runs,
and Dennis Reilly tapped four singles
and scored twice.

CAPTAINS – STRAVACH, FISCHER, NEYLAN, DIAMOND

WF’s Blue Tsunami Looking
To ‘Overwhelm’ Opposition

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Blue Tsunami” is the term given
by Head Coach Thom Hornish for
this year’s Westfield High School girls
cross-county team that boasts the
school’s highest turnout ever at nearly
145 strong. With the talent that lies
within that number, the Blue Devils
are looking to overwhelm their oppo-
nents.

“This is the 35th edition of our
team. We started in 1979. The follow-
ing year, we were a varsity sport.
There were nine young ladies at that
time. Today, officially on the roster,
we have 140-145, and that is an equi-
table distribution (approx. 27 fresh-
men, 34 seniors, 44 juniors, 33-34

sophomores),” Coach Hornish said.
Part of that overwhelming turnout

has a lot to do, not only with a suc-
cessful cross-country season last year,
but also with success in winter and
spring track.

“We have a very strong group of
young ladies, who came in from win-
ter and spring track. Based upon the
performance of last year, we were
second in the county, first in the con-
ference and fourth in the state
sectionals, our JV were state champi-
ons, and our freshmen were among
the top-5 in the state, so we are looking
to challenge Summit for the county
title. We feel, if we stay healthy, we
have a good chance to take back the
state sectional title. If you ask the girls,

we are hoping to make it to Group 4,
which means you have to get in the
top-6. As a lure, we are hoping to take
about 40 girls up to the Nike Northeast
Regionals,” Coach Hornish said.

Several girls bring with them
proven results, including team cap-
tains Gabby Stravach, Elisabeth
Neylan, Erica Fischer and Allison
Diamond. Others presently in the
“Alpha” group are: juniors Meghan
O’Dwyer, Natalie Marcotullio,
Johanna Mermer, Caroline Stocking,
Kelly Morrison and Charlie O’Brien,
along with seniors Anna Tanji and
Kathleen McCutcheon.

“Kelly Morrison is a new addition.
She’s done winter track and had a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL XC FRONT RUNNERS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; team captains Allison Diamond, Erica
Fischer and Gabby Stravach (missing Elisabeth Neylan); second row, Amanda Fischer, Kathleen McCutcheon, Megan
O’Dwyer, Anna Tanji and Gabriel Brennan; third row, Kelly Morrison, Johanna Mermer, Charlie O’Brien, Natalie
Marcotullio and Caroline Stocking.

CORNWELL, BALIATICO, VANBUSKIRK FIRE IN GOALS

Soccer Raiders Rise to Level
Par. Hills Lady Vikings, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eighteen minutes of relatively even
play changed abruptly to a one-sided
shelling on the part of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team that claimed a 3-0 vic-
tory over the Parsippany Hills Lady
Vikings in Scotch Plains on Septem-
ber 7.

The 1-0 Raiders got off 12 shots on
goal in the scoreless first half and
added another 13 in the second half,
while the Vikings managed only two
shots in each half. Raider goalkeep-
ers, senior Angela Rastelli, needed
only to make one save in the first half
and freshman Andrea Leitner made
one in the second half.

The Raiders’ constant pressure re-

ally began to show signs of domi-
nance when middie Jodie Cornwell
ripped a right-to-left shot that sent
Viking goalkeeper Rochelle Blaire
diving to the ground. Forwards Tori
Baliatico, Kelly Yeager and Paige
Vanbuskirk contributed to the shell-
ing, and when midfielder Kathryn
Cunningham launched a corner kick,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Blue Devils Top Summit Gymnasts
Story in September 19 Issue

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING OFF A GOOD SHOT...Raider Tori Baliatico, No. 20, took several shots at the Parsippany Hills goal and scored
one in the season opener in Scotch Plains on September 7. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports pages 4-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BANGED OUT AT SECOND...St. George second baseman Gerry Riepe puts the tag on St. Jude’s Daryl Fornuff to complete
a double play in the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League championship game at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on Labor Day. St. George jolted St. Jude, 19-4, for the title. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports pages 2-3.
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SHEIL, RANDAZZO, DEDEA SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devils Begin New Era,
New Coach in Boys Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Head Coach Eric Shaw
began a new era for the Westfield
High School boys soccer team when
they hosted Old Bridge in the season
opener on September 10. Story to be
in the September 19 edition.

“Obviously I know the tradition of
the Blue Devils, playing against them
I know what they stand for and that’s
what brought me here. I knew coming
here was going to be a challenge, and
I am looking forward to working with
a top quality team,” Coach Shaw said.

A 1993 graduate of Union High
School and goalkeeper on the soccer
team, Shaw has brought with him
plenty of credentials. He played for
Seton Hall University and set records
in career saves and was third in shut-
outs. He also played semipro for New
Jersey Imperials.

Last year, the Blue Devils finished
with a 13-3-6 record but did not lose
a game to any county opponent, in-
cluding the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders who were ranked No. 1 until
their setback to Millburn via penalty
kicks. Their Union County record
was 8-0-6, which included a pair of
ties with the Raiders.

This season, seniors Tom Randazzo,

Zach Sheil and Jeremie Dedea have
been selected team captains.

“Tom unfortunately broke his hand.
He’s a good back with his ability but
with his voice, as well. Zach will be
playing in the midfield and the back
from time-to-time. Jeremie will be
playing in the back and possibly in
the midfield. Those three, with their
leadership, have been around,” Coach
Shaw said.

Sheil, an All-Union County Sec-
ond Team selection last year, was the
Master of the Throw-ins.

“That’s something that I was wait-
ing a long time to see. I heard a lot
about it from boys and from coach
[Demont Heard]. Then I got to see it
in action, and it should be an advan-
tage for us,” Coach Shaw said.

Sheil’s favorite target was and will
be the tall junior midfielder, Mike
Prosuk, who notched 10 goals last
year.

“To deal with the long throw thing
and deal with his height, it’s difficult
for anybody to deal with. Whether
we focus on throwing the ball to
Mike as a target it’s something that
other teams have to be cautious of.
It’s just like any corner kick, we will
use his height to our advantage,”
Coach Shaw said.

Also in the midfield will be juniors
Derek Amakye, Kevin Irving and
Tyler Bansky, along with senior Chris
Dattilo and freshman Lucas
Carayannopoulos. Senior Alek Mor-
gan is expected to make plenty of
noise at forward. Junior Matt Will-
iams, and seniors Bryon Lessner, Sam
Sokolin and Jack Dumont will also
be striking at opponents’ nets.

“With Alek, who will put a lot of
other teams under pressure, and Matt,
Bryon and Jack, and possibly Sam to
finish up top, we have a lot of
strength,” Coach Shaw said.

Led by the captains, the Blue Dev-
ils’ backfield is solid with seniors
Daniel Kuhn, Rob Ball, Sean Tracey
and Will Bennett, and juniors Brendan
Curry and Mike Dabulas.

“What wins games is always the
back. If they score a goal, you have to
score more. We can’t let up any. It’s
not only the one goal, it could be the
one mistake that happens. It’s not just
the technical part, it’s the mental part
as well. Mistakes may happen, but it’s
how do we move out from that. We are
going to focus our organization in the
back with Zach and Jeremie. We have
a whole crew of backs. They all have
been working hard for a starting posi-
tion,” Coach Shaw said.

The final line of defense lies in the
hands of senior goalkeeper Koryn
Kraemer and sophomore Teddy
Mebane.

“Koryn will most likely get the
start, but Teddy is not far behind.
Teddy’s goalkeeping ability reminds
me a little bit of me. A little quiet at
times. He’s a good shot stopper. With
time when he sees the level of speed
of play, no doubt in a year or two, it’s
going to be his,” Coach Shaw said.

A series of preseason scrimmages
has allowed coach Shaw to organize
his squad in preparation for the regu-
lar season.

“We had four scrimmages. West
Orange, being our first, it was a good
chance for me to really see the orga-
nization. You don’t really see it when
you are training, you get to see it
when you are playing. We had differ-
ent lineups going out, just looking at
different people. In the Johnson game,
we focused primarily on the midfield.
With Mike and Derek in the middle,
those two will be a big component to
our style of play with the possession
that we like to have,” he said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINAL TUNEUP BEFORE THE REGULAR SEASON...The Cranford Cougar football team, in blue, held its final
scrimmage game against Caldwell at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 6. The Cougars will open their season today,
September 12, against the Watchung Hills Warriors in Warren at 7 p.m. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

RODRIQUES, SCARANO SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devils Looking
To Be in Sync for Volleyball

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For the Westfield High School girls’
volleyball team, who graduated six
starters from a year ago, most would
say that it should be a rebuilding year;
however, those who know Head
Coach Beverly Torok realize that may
not be the case.

“I’m actually very young. There
are only a handful of kids that played
varsity last year. We have some kids
up from JV and I have three freshmen
that were quality players, playing a
variety of positions. The good thing
about them is that they are very versa-
tile,” said Torok.

The young Devils, who will have
the leadership of senior co-captains,
setter Kayla Rodrigues and libero
Elena Scarano, will look to become a
team that can win the counties and the
conference with some of the return-

ing talent and versatility from the
juniors, sophomores and three fresh-
man, who will be in the ranks as well.

“Rodrigues has been a player for
four years and is really hitting her
prime; she is one of the main quarter-
backs of our team. Libero, she is the
main stay of our defensive team. She
definitely controls our back court and
is just outstanding on picking balls
up and passing them,” said Torok.

Giving a very strong setting posi-
tion to the Blue Devils add returning
junior setter Megan Mondon.

“We can play defense or set, it
doesn’t matter because they are both
very athletic. They can both swing
and they both do a really nice job of
mixing it the attack,” said Torok.

Offensively, no one has really
earned a position yet, so the Blue
Devils are still trying to find out who
are going to be the starters.

“I think the key to our success is
just mixing it up. We have Angela
Dorry as a middle and Emily

Lobrozzo as middle. Then there is
Olivia Manning that could fill many
positions, but mostly I would say
outside. Anna LoBrozzo is a senior;
she’s an outside hitter, so there are a
lot of different features that we could
do. We are going to have to go with
whoever is hot. From what I’ve seen
this year is that the kids are really
good at seeing the court and where
the holes are, so they’ve been putting
things in the holes,” said Torok.

Being a young team could be a
disadvantage at times, however the
teams’ spirit and communication skills
were most prominent in the five-game
scrimmage with West Morris on Sep-
tember 3 in Westfield.

“Communication is huge on the
court and that’s something we work
on daily. We actually struggle with it.
I don’t understand why we struggle
with it, but we keep trying to coordi-
nate that on the court better where we
are sure who’s taking the ball, who’s

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL GIRLS SOCCER CAPTAINS...Seniors Karli Sottung, left, and
Mary Randazzo have been selected team captains of the Westfield High School
girls soccer team. The Lady Blue Devils opened their season at Watchung Hills on
September 7. The Warriors scored two second-half goals to win, 2-1.CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

* Lady Blue Devil Team Captains *

Probitas Verus Honos

View Thousands of Homes Online

Westfield $525,000
Charming Colonial w/ 3BR/1.1BA, hdwd flrs
throughout, EIK, CAC, walk-up attic, newer
furn, close to NY trans & schools.

Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 3045349

Scotch Plains $549,000
Spacious CH Col on over an acre offers lrg
bdrms, great rm, ample closet space, EIK,
deck, lrg flat yrd & att 2-car gar.

Agent: David Labush MLS: 3015694

Westfield $817,500
Gracious 4 BR, 2.5BA CH Col boasts lrg rms,
wood floors, eat-in kit, deep lot-175 ft, furn
'11, HWH '12 & much more!

Agent: Lois Berger MLS: 3055525

Mountainside $456,000
Well maintained Ranch in an unbeatable
location close to NYC trans, town & comm
pool! FDR, LR w/fpl, HW flrs & dry bsmt.

Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 3039288

Westfield $1,275,000
Beautiful CH Col located in "The Gardens".
FR open to kit w/granite, SS appls & eating
area. LR w/fpl, FDR, slate patio & fence.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3069772

Scotch Plains $629,000
Split level home on lovely grounds is perfect
for entertaining. Open EIK w/center island,
lrg LR/FR, deck & in-ground pool.

Agent: Patricia Spinner MLS: 3023162

Westfield $1,349,000
Exquisite English Col on nearly 1/2 an acre
w/many recent updts,flowing flr plan,MBR w/
new bath & lrg dressing rm/WIC.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 3041690

Scotch Plains $1,150,000
7,500 sq ft Custom home on fabulous grounds.
Great in-law suite, 7BR/7.2BA, gunite pool &
lrg patio. Truly an entertainer's dream!

Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 3034771
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Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Miln Street Market
103 Miln Street, Cranford (Leader)

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015

Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

SENIORS KING, CRISCUOLO, HALEY NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Girls Face Very
Challenging Season in Tennis

LUPPINO, EDWARDS, HERZOG, LEE NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil X-C Boys Expect
To Be Group 4 Contenders

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wave after wave of Blue uniforms
means another very promising sea-
son for the Westfield High School
boys cross-country team that is look-
ing to successfully defend its county,

conference and sectional titles.
“We have about 95 guys, a nice

group of ninth graders, about 22 ninth
graders. Our sophomore group has
grown by about 10 more kids. We
have a lot of talent in all the levels.
That’s good not just for this year but

for the next couple of years,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Chris Tafelski said.

Team captains Matt Luppino, Phil
Edwards, Dalton Herzog and Gideon
Lee, along with Mike Esler and An-
drew Stockwell head a strong senior

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Battling for supremacy in its sec-
tion has always been a challenge, but
this season the Westfield High School
girls tennis team that has won eight
straight Union County Tournament
(UCT) titles may face an additional
challenger for that title.

Last year, the Lady Blue Devils
finished sixth in The Star-Ledger
rankings and were also named UCT
Team of the Year. Their primary com-
petition at the UCT was Kent Place,
but Linden seems to have put to-
gether a formidable team.

“The real interesting match is go-
ing to be against Linden. That’s our
third match. Linden has three solid
singles players. We are going to have
our hands full. Kent Place is going to
be a strong team. Obviously, we have
our usual suspects [in the section]
that we have to deal with. We are
going to have a fun time competing,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Matt Varhley
said.

Another challenge will be replac-
ing first singles player Lexi Borr,
who won the NJSIAA singles cham-
pionship.

“We are going to miss Lexi, for not
only her tennis but her presence on
the team will be greatly missed. We
are fortunate enough to have a little
bit of depth at singles. Connie Wu
will step in, and she will be a strong
first singles player for us,” Coach

Varhley said.
Last year, Wu was a UCT cham-

pion at second doubles as a fresh-
man, so her catapulting to first singles
should be a real boon for the team.

“She played second doubles for us
last year, and she was actually the
fourth singles in our challenge match
ladder. She did an outstanding job
learning how to play doubles, but she
is a singles player at heart,” Coach
Varhley said.

Senior Caroline King, a team cap-
tain along with Julia Criscuolo and
Emma Haley, will remain at second
singles. Last year she placed third in
the UCT and the year before, she won
at doubles. Sophomore Rebecca Sisto,
UCT winner at third singles last year,
will remain at third singles.

“Both Caroline and Rebecca have
improved a lot. We are going to be a
lot stronger at second singles and
third singles. Their experience play-
ing varsity tennis kind of motivated
them this off-season. They are both
looking to put up positive results for
us,” Coach Varhley said.

Criscuolo and Elizabeth Cusick,
who has graduated, won two straight
UCT titles at first doubles. This year,
Criscuolo has teamed with sopho-
more Julia Morgan.

“Going back to Elizabeth Cusick,
another huge loss for our team. It’s
very tough to replace an athlete and a
teammate like Elizabeth, but Julia
has grown a lot as a leader. She will

take on a different role this season.
She will show Morgan the ropes and
what it takes to succeed as a first
doubles player. Sort of pick up where
Elizabeth left off last year,” said Coach
Varhley, who added, “Julia Morgan
has the skill set to play first doubles.
She has a strong serve. She’s active at
the net, and that fits the criteria that
we are looking for.”

Haley and junior Catherine Shassa
will compete at second doubles.

“They have been in our program
for the last few years. Both are very
consistent players. At second doubles,
you have to be consistent. You have
to be willing to grind it out and play
a three-and-a-half hour match,”
Coach Varhley said.

Should the need arise, the Blue
Devils do have some additional ath-
letes, who could step right into a
doubles spot.

“We’ve got a lot of depth. At third
doubles, we have two sophomores,
Maddie Levy and Shannon
O’Donnell. They were close, right
behind our second doubles. They
competed very hard. They offer a
different type of skill set that we can
go to if we need to make adjust-
ments,” Coach Varhley said.

The Blue Devils opened with
Peddie on September 6. After matches
with Governor Livingston and East
Brunswick, they were to have their
showdown with Linden on Septem-
ber 11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL ALPHA DOGS...The Blue Devil boys cross-country “Alpha Dogs”, pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Ryan Siegel, Matt Luppino and Andrew Stockwell; middle row, Griffin Mooney, Bryan Jackler and Matt Russo; back row,
Mike Esler, Dalton Herzog, Philip Edwards and Gideon Lee.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

This Stately Center Hall Colonial is located in the Wychwood section of Westfield. Situated on .37 acres of lush,
professionally landscaped grounds, this home is surrounded by mature trees, providing a very private backyard
setting. Inside, the house offers a gracious floor plan with spacious rooms. Close to all Westfield has to offer,
including downtown shopping and dining, beautiful parks, and public transportation to New York City.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2006-2012
Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Line: 908-301-2038

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

904 Kimball Avenue, Westfield Offered at $1,600,000

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right; seniors Emma Haley, Julia Criscuolo and Caroline King have
been selected captains of this year’s Westfield High School girls tennis team.

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Stacy Donahue
Sales Associate

Cell/Text: (908)578-4090
EFax: (973) 387-3872
Email: Stacy.Donahue@cbmoves.com or
Stacyg83@gmail.com

This true center hall Westfield colonial has 6 bedrooms and 5 and a half baths and is situated on a park like professionally landscaped property
located on a private cul de sac. 

The grand foyer sets the stage for this majestic center hall colonial. You will find a gracious formal living room with custom detailed molding,
a well-appointed fireplace surrounded in granite and double French doors that lead out to a park like yard. The formal dining room is perfect
for entertaining and is conveniently adjacent to the chef sized kitchen. The eat-in-kitchen boasts a large center island with a granite counter top
that seats 6. The kitchen features a 6 burner Viking cook top, two Kitchen Aid wall ovens, a Sub-Zero refrigerator, custom made maple cabi-
nets, Corian countertops, and tile backsplash with a custom mosaic. An elegant powder room is across from the large family room that is bathed
in natural light from the large windows and has beautiful hardwood floors.

The second floor holds 6 generous size bedrooms and 4 full baths. The elegant master suite is complete with a footed soaking tub, separate stall
shower and a dressing room with his and her walk in closet. In addition, the master suite has a gas burning granite fireplace and a private bal-
cony overlooking the backyard. 2 additional bedrooms share a jack and jill full bath and the three remaining bedrooms share 2 full bathrooms.
The custom finished basement is complete with a game room, exercise room, full bath, has ample storage and is accessed by front and back
staircases to the first floor.

Take this opportunity to find your dream home. Offered at $1,350,000

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office East
209 Central Avenue

908.233.5555

8 KIRKVIEW CIRCLE, WESTFIELD 
OPEN SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 15TH FROM 1-4 

EXPERIENCE, TRUST, RELIABILITY& SERVICE
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Blue Devil XC Boys Expect
To Be Group 4 Contenders

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Devils Look to Be
In Sync for V’ball

Blue Devil Girls XC Tsunami
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

nice season. She’s on her way to
doing very, very well. Natalie, Gabby
and Meghan O’Dwyer have had out-
standing track seasons as well.
Caroline and Charlie are ready to step
up at any time, as well as Kathleen
McCutcheon,” Alpha Coach Jen
Buccino said.

“Gabby Brennan, who is a junior,
has come on very strong. She stepped
onto the line in the state sectional
meet. Anna Tanji has been a major
part of our program since her fresh-
man year. There’s a solid group of
people at the varsity level,” Coach
Hornish added.

The Lady Blue Devils are looking
forward to gush their Blue Tsunami
into action at the Mt. Saint Dominic
Meet at Lincoln Park in Jersey City
on Saturday, September 14.

“Our varsity is all back and they
have worked really hard over the sum-
mer. Last year, making top-4 after
being eighth the year before really
meant something to them, because
our section is so difficult. Then they
had a really strong winter season,

followed by an even better outdoor
season. It helped them to understand
what they are capable of. It’s easy as
a coach to tell kids what they are
capable of when they understand
within themselves. It changes every-
thing. They are ready. They want this
so badly,” Coach Buccino said.

COLTS NECK, NEW JERSEY
Custom stone estate features 6 bedrooms, 
8 full and 4 half baths with oval & octagonal
shaped rooms, private elevator & indoor
endless lap pool with spa.  $7,000,000

Lois Cohen, Sales Associate
732-946-9600

MIDDLETOWN , NEW JERSEY
Dramatic - Elegant, custom home, seasonal
river views. 5 bedrooms, 7.5 baths. 5.4 serene
acres, pool, cabana. Minutes to NY
transportation. $4,300,000

Lynda Griffith, Sales Associate
732-842-3200

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
Epitome of elegance. Enjoy dramatic,
unparalleled golf course views from this 
1920's French Normandy Tudor. 
$4,900,000

Kimberley Haley Sales Associate
908-233-5555

BRIELLE, NEW JERSEY
Magnificent Riverfront Property on the Manasquan. 4
levels, spectacular views, boat lift, deep water. Enter-
tain on any scale, as the stunning layout provides the
perfect setting for all types of affairs.  $3,199,000

Pamela Farmer, Sales Associate 
732-449-2777 

MIDDLETOWN, NEW JERSEY
Waterviews-9 acre estate, views of river & ocean. 
2 separate lots. Main house with 5000sq.ft. with
greenhouse and cottage with garage.
$2,500,000

Joyce Bell, Broker Sales Associate
732-946-9600

HOLMDEL, NEW JERSEY
Magnificent gated estate 12,000 sq ft includes 
full finished walk-out  basement. 6 bedrooms,
6.2 baths, outdoor kitchen & cabana with bath
and bar. $2,980,000

Teresa Pavlinetz,  Sales Associate
732-946-9600

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
Exquisite brick Colonial nestled on majestic .8ac
lot with 4 fireplaces, beautiful moldings, period
details  and modern amentities.
$2,350,000

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker Sales Associate
908-233-5555

MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY
Fantastic One of a Kind Home on 1.34 acres, 6
bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4 car garage, Beautifully
updated, Expertly decorated, Huge wine cellar.
$1,465,000

Duncan Smythe, Broker Sales Associate
908-233-5555

COLTS NECK, NEW JERSEY
Custom Colonial  on 1.3 acres in cul de sac.  5
bedrooms and 3.5 baths, 3 car garage and
resort-like back yard with cabana..  
$1,600,000

Lois Cohen, Sales Associate
732-946-9600

EXPERIENCE IS THE DIFFERENCE
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by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker International Previews, the Previews International logo and “Dedicated to Luxury Real Estate” are registered and
unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
ColdwellBankerPreviews.com

Mr. Isoldi Ranked Among Top
U.S. Real Estate Professionals

WESTFIELD – Broker Sales As-
sociate Frank D. Isoldi of the Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage
Westfield East office has been recog-
nized as one of America’s most suc-
cessful real estate agents in the Wall
Street Journal/Real Trends 2013 Top
1,000 report.

Mr. Isoldi ranked No. 202 on the
list of the Top 250 individual sales
professionals by closed transaction
volume, closing approximately $58
million in sales in 2012. He previ-
ously made the Real Trends “Top
Thousand” in 2011 and 2012.

The Real Trends Top Thousand
ranks real estate agents and teams in
four separate categories, each cat-
egory rating the respective Top 250
for excellence as follows:

•Individual Sales Professionals by
Closed Transaction Volume

•Individual Sales Professionals by
Closed Transaction Sides (In each
real estate transaction, there are two
sides that can be represented by a real
estate agent: a buyer’s and a seller’s).

•Teams by Closed Transaction Vol-
ume

•Teams by Closed Transaction
Sides

According to Real Trends, the lead-
ing sales professionals in the Top
Thousand averaged more than 140
closed transactions and over $50 mil-
lion in closed sales volume. As a
comparison, the national averages are
less than 10 closed transactions and
less than $1.2 million in closed vol-
ume.

“Every day, Frank strives to pro-
vide unparalleled service to his cli-
ents. The fantastic success those cli-
ents achieve is a testament to Frank’s
hard work, dedication and great ex-
perience. I am honored to work with
him as a partner in this business, and
applaud his repeat achievement of
this prestigious honor,” said Hal Max-
well, president of Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage in New Jersey
and Rockland County, N.Y.

Based on his outstanding sales per-
formance, Mr. Isoldi has been the
Westfield East office’s number one
real estate agent every year from
2006-2012. For 13 consecutive years,
Mr. Isoldi has earned the Coldwell
Banker International President’s Pre-
mier Award, placing him among the
top 1 percent of approximately 82,200
Coldwell Banker sales associates
worldwide. Mr. Isoldi also is in the
top 1 percent of approximately 3,000
Coldwell Banker Residential Broker-
age agents in New Jersey and
Rockland County, N.Y., ranking num-

ber three in sales volume and number
seven in units sold for 2012.

Adding to his tremendous accom-
plishments in 2012, Mr. Isoldi also
was honored with the New Jersey
Association of Realtors (NJAR) Circle
of Excellence Award at the Platinum
Level for 2012, the 10th consecutive
year he has earned this highest level
of achievement recognized by NJAR.

As a member of the Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage in New
Jersey and Rockland County, N.Y.
President’s Council, the company’s
highest honor recognizing the most
accomplished sales professionals, Mr.
Isoldi demonstrates a tireless com-
mitment to making every home buy-
ing and selling experience extraordi-
nary. While Mr. Isoldi offers his ex-
pertise at all price points, as a Coldwell
Banker Previews Property Specialist
he also is educated in the marketing
of luxury homes. He is a lifelong
resident and second-generation na-
tive of Westfield.

Coldwell Banker placed more
agents and teams than any other brand
on the nationwide Real Trends
rankings, with 155 spots across the
four categories, and held the most
overall spots in individual agent sales
volume (53) and team sales volume
(36). Sales associates affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage’s parent company NRT
represented 35 percent (88) of the
spots within the Top 250 Agents by
Sales Volume. In total, NRT accounted
for 16 percent (161) of the agents and
teams included in the rankings. The
full 2013 list can be viewed at
www.thethousandrealestateprofessionals.com.

For more information about buy-
ing or selling a home in Union County
and its surroundings, contact Frank
D. Isoldi with the Westfield East of-
fice of Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage at (908) 233-5555 or di-
rectly on his cell at (908) 301-2038.

Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage in New Jersey and Rockland
County, N.Y., a leading residential real
estate brokerage company, operates 57
offices with approximately 3,000 sales
associates serving all communities from
Rockland County, N.Y. to Monmouth
County, N.J. Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage in New Jersey and
Rockland County, N.Y. is part of NRT
LLC, the nation’s largest residential
real estate brokerage company. Visit
www.coldwellbankermoves.com for
more information.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

class. Luppino and Edwards, espe-
cially, have a list of impressive cre-
dentials.

“Matt was county champion. He
was the state sectional champion. He
finished third at the Group 4 meet. He
finished eighth at the Meet of Cham-
pions in the mile, ran 4:16. He’s our
ace right now, and Phil, who is our
other returner, had a tremendous
spring season. He ran a 4:22 for the
mile, finished second in the county,
and he ran 9:30 in the 3,200. He won
the county and the state sectional in
the 32, as well. Those two are our
leaders in terms of experience,” Coach
Tafelski said.

Herzog, Esler, Stockwell and Lee
and junior Matt Russo and sophomore
Ryan Siegel are eager to tighten the
times of the Blue Devils’ “Alpha” pack.

“We have guys, who are up and
coming and ready to go. Matt Russo,
Ryan Siegel! Two guys, who are ready
to make an immediate impact. We
have some seniors, who are looking
to get into that top-7 action. Dalton
Herzog and Gideon Lee are captains,
then we have Mike Esler and Andrew
Stockwell, who have been working
hard over the year. We have a lot of
good things going,” Coach Tafelski
noted.

But there are more contenders.
“We have juniors contending for

spots, Brian Jackler and Griffin
Mooney for sure. The other exciting
thing about the next month or two is
seeing who works their way up
through the ranks. Especially out of
that sophomore group, I wouldn’t be
surprised if one of those kids makes
their way up pretty quickly,” Coach
Tafelski said.

Because of the stiff competition
within the upperclassmen and the top-
notched results established by
Luppino and Edwards, success
throughout the “Blue Wave” may be
contagious.

“Over the years, we have really
relied on upperclassmen to set the
tone and lead by example, and these
guys are no exception. The two
coaches, Jeff Perrella and I, with the
numbers, if we didn’t have leader-
ship from upperclassmen, we would
not be able to accomplish what we
do,” Coach Tafelski said.

After their opening meet with Lin-
den on September 17, the Blue Devil
boys will get a taste of some big time
action at the Magee Classic at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on Satur-
day, September 21.

“I think it’s going to be a great year.
When we finished last year, we were
county and conference champions.
We were state sectional champions.
This year, Group 4 is as tough as it
always is. You probably have seven
or eight teams that have a shot to win
it. I think that one of them is us,”
Coach Tafelski said.

not taking the ball, who’s getting ready
to hit and all of that, so it’s something
we constantly work for,” said Torok.

As to the Blue Devils aspiration,
“We were in the county final last year
where we took the first set and then
lost the next two in close sets to
Roselle Catholic, so we’re hoping to
be there again and take it this year.
The county is no schlep, so we have
to play Roselle Catholic, we have to
play Union Catholic; we have to play
Scotch Plains and some of the teams
that cross over. It certainly will be a
tough contest,” said coach Torok.

Entering her 19th year as varsity
Head Coach, 20 years at the high
school including junior varsity, Torok
concluded, “I love this sport. This
sport is so action packed and the
camaraderie the kids get; it’s a very
tight knit group on the court, off the
court. I always have been a team
sports person and everything has to
be in sync to make it happen. That’s
the fun; it’s building and working
toward that goal of getting every-
thing in sync.”

Roselle Am. Legion Sweeps
Renda for UC 50+ A Title

UC 50+ CHAMPIONS...Roselle American Legion defeated Renda Roads in two
game to claime the Union County Seniors 50+ A Division title. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Ralph Genova, Ed Kushner, Al Genova, Pete Arteaga, Jim
McCullough and Dennis Valvano; back row, Jeff Baier, Ed Lubas, Pat Mooney,
Ed Mitjans, Gene Antonnucci, Harry Streep, Bill McNamarra, Bill Dugan and
Bill Buteau; Missing, John Amato, Chris Paterek and Bill Daniel.

Roselle American Legion Post 229
won the Union County Senior Soft-
ball League’s Playoffs on August 30
for the second time in three years by
completing a two game sweep of
Renda Roads.

Roselle won the first game of the
series, 14-9, as Bill Buteau blasted a
two-run homer in the top of the sev-
enth, scoring Ralph Genova, who
rapped a leadoff single, to take the
lead for good. Ed Lubas, Al Genova,
Ed Kushner and Jeff Baier followed
with consecutive hits and Ed Mitjans

contributed a sac fly. Bill McNamara
ended the barrage with a two-run
double.

Despite being down, 7-3, the Le-
gion scored five in the fifth to take the
lead fueled by run scoring hits from
Kushner, Baier, Al Genova and
McNamara. After losing the lead on a
Joe Massimino two-run homer,
Roselle mounted its winning rally in
the seventh.

Harry Streep (who is scheduled to
be inducted into the Union County
Softball Hall of Fame on October 4)
was the winning pitcher

In Game 2, Jim McCullough hit a
two run, walk off double in the bot-
tom of seventh to complete the sweep,
8-7.

Renda grabbed an early 7-1 lead,
but Gene Antonnucci homered and
Pete Arteaga, Bill Dugan and Pat
Mooney contributed run scoring hits.

McNamara ignited the rally in the
seventh with a one-out double.
Antonnucci walked then McCullough
followed with his winning, two-out
double.

Soccer Raiders Crush
Par. Hills Boys, 9-0

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team opened its
season with emphasis, crushing
Parsippany Hills, 9-0, in Scotch Plains
on September 7. James Murphy
ripped in three goals and added a pair
of assists, while Justin Rodriques
netted three goals and an assist. Mike
Walsh had three assists.
Parsippany Hills 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 4 5 9

Soccer Cougars Blank
Lady Hilltoppers, 2-0
The Cranford High School girls

soccer team opened its season with 2-
0, over Summit in Summit on Sep-
tember 7. Forward Siobhan
McGovern and midfielder Alexa
Aldredge each netted a goal for the 1-
0 Cougars while senior Mairead
McKeary added an assist.
Cranford 1 1 2
Summit 0 0 0

Probitas Verus Honos

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

Drug or Criminal Charges?

Each office independently owned and operated

188 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-8502

www.westfieldkw.com

Douglas L. Wyckoff
Sales Associate

(908) 400-2596 cell

Marjorie T. Brown
Sales Associate

(201) 889-1734 cell

WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR HEALTH
A second opinion is a must and the same applies to the 

marketing of your home; give us a call today

…there is a difference
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Raiders Level Parsippany Hills, 3-0, in Soccer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

middle back Alyssa Riporti would
charge in and add fuel to the firefight.

“She [Riporti] is an athletic kid,
who is a very good soccer player. She
is so strong in the back that I can use
her in the middle and up front more.
The girls played pretty well for a first
game. We are a very young team. We
have some kids who played very well.
Alyssa in the back, probably one of
the best defenders in the state. Hav-
ing her back there controlling things
is a huge asset. Kathryn Cunningham
and Jodie Cornwell in the middle and
up top, we have two very fast kids
with Kelly Yeager and Tori Baliatico.
They put a lot of pressure on them
then they come with Paige
Vanbuskirk, who played a great game
for us today,” Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing said.

Blaire had a very busy day and
made 19 saves.

“Their goalie was very good. She
had very good saves, but it was our
mistake by not playing to the corners,
which gave her an advantage of sav-
ing,” Baliatico said.

“She was very athletic. I think we
made her look a little bit better with
point blank shots, but she made some
very nice saves that kept them in the
game, but we really took it to them.

The first half, we had 12 shots. In the
second half, I’m sure it was more
than that,” Coach Ewing said.

The Raiders’ constant battering fi-
nally paid off when Cornwell received
a pass and tapped a shot into the lower
right side of the net with 25:40 re-
maining in the game.

According to Cornwell, “Alyssa
dribbled through a lot of people,
passed the ball. I dribbled past one
person and tapped it into the net.
Alyssa definitely helped us out in the
back. She is a good player to have.”

Within a very short span of 15
seconds, Baliatico, on an assist from
Vanbuskirk, slid a goal past Blaire.

“It was right off of their kick. They
served really high and Paige got the
ball and pushed it through. I dribbled
up and shot it right under the goalie,”
Baliatico explained.

In less than three minutes,
Vanbuskirk took a pass and converted
it to goal number three.

“I had a ball passed to me from
about the 18 from Jill Lapidus. I turned
around the defender and scored,” said
Vanbuskirk, who added, “I was happy
how we performed. A lot of teams
doubt us, because we graduated a lot
of players. We came out to prove that
we are still the same team.”

The 3-0 spread allowed the Raiders
to bring in their reserve players, but
the pressure on the Viking defenders
remained.

“We know how to pressure from
our formation, a 4-4-2. Everyone has
to step up and mark. By our pressur-
ing, we didn’t allow them to get to our
defense and we kept it on our of-
fense,” Baliatico said.

“We came out with a lot of energy.
It was a really good start to the sea-
son. This gives us momentum,”
Cornwell said.
Parsippany Hills 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 3 3

KREMPA, ENNERS, REILLY SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

SPF Raider Girls Seeking
Successful Volleyball Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls’ volleyball team
that does not have the luxury of pre-
senting a full cast of experienced play-
ers, it will be up to three seniors, two
juniors and two sophomores to be-
come a team that can get the job done,
win the counties and make a state-
ment in the conference.

“We have the ability to perform at

a very high level. The girls just have
to believe in their ability. Addition-
ally, we need to be a proactive team.
They have to rely on their volleyball
IQ and their muscle memory to get
the job done,” said Raider Head Coach
Adrienne Stack in her ninth year.

Last year, the Raiders reached the
quarterfinals of the Group 4 tourna-
ment and finished with an 18-5 record.
Fine performances were given by
graduating seniors Christine Charles

and Samantha Renfre. This year’s
team will have the leadership of se-
nior team captains Isabella Krempa,
Brooke Enners and Sharon Reilly.

“They have qualities that extend
beyond the court. By far, they em-
body what leadership is, they em-
body what volleyball players should
be, and I’m hoping that they are able
to inspire the girls who are on the
team, to want to be at that level and
strive to be more than we are right

now,” said Stack.
Reilly, a super defensive senior

player will return as libero.
“She has evolved. Since her fresh-

man year, she turned into a player that
can read any defenses, can make any
play she needs to. She is the quarter-
back in the back row,” said Stack.

Enners will be the primary player
setting up the Raider offensive at-
tack.

“We have a very strong overall

player in Enners. She can define any
zone on the court, she can hit any set
she gets; she’s an aggressive com-
petitive volleyball player and an ath-
lete. She is what sets the tone along
with senior Isabella Krempa giving
her those feeds. There is nothing we
can’t do,” said Stack.

With a variety of good offensive
attackers on hand, powerful hitting
Enners, who hits from virtually every

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on July
24, 2013 granted approval for a front yard
setbacks, lot area, lot width, side yard
setbacks and fence height. The property in
question is owned by Eyal & Suzanne
Shaul, at 165 2nd street, Fanwood, being
block 109, Lot 15.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. & Mrs. Eyal Shaul
165 2nd Street

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 9/12/13, The Times Fee: $16.83

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING A LOT OF PRESSURE ON THE GOALIE...Raider senior Alyssa Riporti, right, puts a lot of pressure on the
Parsippany Hills goalie after a corner kick in the first half of the season opener in Scotch Plains on September 7.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER LADY VOLLEYBALLERS ACTION READY...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Samantha Riccardi, Fallon
Goldberg, Shannon Reilly, Kristen Koederitz and Isabella Krempa; back row, Alexandra Gale, Gabrielle MacPherson,
Briana Johnson, Head Coach Adrienne Stack, Brooke Reilly, Jackie Fletcher and Ailen McNamara. Not shown, Brittany
Mahoney.
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SPF Raiders Seek Success in Volleyball

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. NYC style Chef`s professional kitchen with Wolf, Sub
Zero & Bosch applcs, wet bar, gorgeous granite counters & glass tiled
backsplash. Kitchen rail system for cooking tools & professional lighting.
Integrated audio system in kitchen & thruout home. Bathrooms with
custom tile work, top of the line fixtures, body sprays & towel warmers.
Fabulous location on cul-de-sac, close to schools, town & train. Professionally
landscaped private backyard & custom paver patio. $1,195,000.

Alan
Rubin

CUSTOM SPLIT

WESTFIELD. Welcome to this 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Custom Built
Split Level home with an open floor plan. Features include hardwood
floors, Andersen windows, radiant heat throughout, central air, 9’
ceilings, 2 car built-in garage and large rear yard with built-in grill...
perfect for outdoor entertaining. Conveniently located near schools,
highways and Tamaques Park. $799,000.

Vivian
Cortese-Strano

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. This mint condition 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Colonial
has a gourmet kitchen (2010) with stone countertops, Bertch Cabinets
and plenty of space to entertain. The Living Room has a wood-burning
fireplace and traditional built-ins. This home also has central air,
hardwood floors. With a great location- 3 blocks to train and downtown,
and close to all schools - it is sure to please! Westfield is noted for it’s
top rated schools and award-winning downtown. $984,000.

Associate of the Month

Nancy
Kronheimer

Phyllis Stern
Top Lister for the Month of August

Martha
Schilling

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Charming turn of the century home with open front
porch. Exceptionally deep, park like rear yd(446`). Large EIK, LR/DR runs
from the front to back of house. An Entry foyer and Main Bath complete
the 1st level. Level 2 affords 3 BR and half bath. The 3rd level features a large
FR, office or additional living space. Basement area includes a laundry area,
play space & storage, along with access to outside through Bilco doors.
Wood flooring under carpeting in LR/DR and all BRs. $449,000.

Martha
Schilling

CUSTOM HOME

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom contemporary with an open floor plan,
quality built with attention to every detail by owner/architect. The Chef
designed gourmet kit has a breakfast nook. The sunken LR boasts a two
story, dual sided stone FP and panoramic views. The FDR overlooks an
expansive 1800` multi-level deck. The great room/media room has a
built in entertainment center, also offering panoramic views. A master
en suite and two additional BR complete the upper level. $1,499,000.

50+ Division (1st round):
Sun Tavern 18, AJ Jersey 6

Bill Moore (3 hits), Rich Conklin
(3 RBI), and Paul Newton and Pete
Osborn (2 RBI apiece) led Sun
Tavern’s 23 hits. Sun Tavern pitchers
Dennis Baker and Mike Garcia al-
lowed no walks received outstanding
defense from Newton and Anthony
Abbaleo, each killing a potential rally.
Sun Tavern won the series 2-1 to face
Linda’s Driftwood II in the final.

50+ Division (final round):
Roselle American Legion 14, Renda
Roads 9

Down 7-3, the Legion scored five
in the 5th, fueled RBI from Ed
Kushner, Jeff Baier, Al Genova and
Bill McNamara. Renda Road Men
retook the lead, but Roselle rallied in
the 7th to win, sparked by Bill
Buteau’s two-run homer, scoring
Ralph Genova, who singled. Ed
Lubas, Al Genova, Ed Kushner and
Jeff Baier followed with hits and Ed
Mitjans contributed a sac fly. Bill
McNamara ended the barrage with a
two run double. For Renda Roads,
Joe Massimino homered, while Tom
Straniero and Tom Baldowski went
3-for-3.
Roselle American Legion 8, Renda
Roads 7

Trailing early 7-1, Roselle closed
the game then Bill McNamara
doubled with one out in the bottom of
the 7th, Gene Antonucci walked, put-
ting the winning run on base, and Jim
McCullough followed with a walk
off double. Supporting winning
pitcher Harry Streep were Pete
Arteaga and Bill Buteau with run
scoring hits and Antonucci with a
home run.

Roselle American Legion won the
A Division title.
Linwood Inn 10, Top Line Appli-
ance 3

Capped by Ron Martins bases
loaded double, the Inn broke a 2-2 tie
in the 4th frame scoring six runs. Jim
Sydlo and Jack Helfrich (each 3-for-
3), and Joe Sarica, Pat Enright, Brian
Schaefer, Ron Martins, and pitcher
Tommy Siano (2 hits each) led
Linwood. Ron Kulik, Tom DeRocco,
Whitey McCormack and Bob Greco
(2 hits each) led Top Line.
Linwood Inn 11, Top Line Appli-
ance 9

Top Line, down 9-1, scored 5 in the
second and three in the fifth to tie the
score. In the top of the 7th, Linwood
– on 3 hits, a walk and a sac fly –
scored 2 runs to win the game and the
title. Joe Sarica (3 hits), Steve Lerner,
Mike DiRienzo, Ron Martins and Stu
Lukowiak (2 hits apiece), Jack
Helfrich (key double, sac fly, 3 RBI)

and Tom Siano’s pitching led
Linwood. Whitey McCormack (3
hits) and Ron Kulik, Don Montefusco,
Tom DeRocco, Joe Cittadino and
pitcher Bob Greco (2 hits each) led
Top Line.

Linwood Inn won B Division 2-0.
Linda’s Driftwood II 17, Sun Tav-
ern 6

A long home run by Al Brown,
along with big hits by Mike Smith,
Doc Black and Frank Soto sparked
Linda’s to victory.

ST. BART’S OLDTIMERS CHAMPS...St. George defeated St. Jude, 19-4, on Labor Day for the St. Bart’s softball crown.
Pictured, left to right, bottom row, are: Bob Cihanowyz, Joe Ursino, Dennis Reilly, Mike Walch, Mike Barcellona and John
Veglia; top row, Coady Brown, Floyd Roberts, Kevin Stines, Mike White, Glenn Gang, Gerry Riepe, Captain Jeff
Friedlander and John DeProspero.

Courtesy of Dean Talcott for The Westfield Leader and The Times

George pitcher John Veglia (RBI)
singled three times, walked once and
scored all four times. Joe Ursino had
three singles, scored twice and had an
RBI. Jeff Friedlander rapped three
singles and added two RBI. Glenn
Gang tripled, singled and scored
twice. Roberts, Kevin Stines and
Coady Brown each contributed a
single, an RBI and a run scored, and
John DeProspero (RBI) singled twice
and scored twice. Mike Walch singled,
scored twice and had two RBI.

St. Jude also had a decent amount
of hits with 17. Matt Daly singled
three times and had two RBI. Daryl
Fornuff (RBI), Joe DeChiaro and Sal
Gano each singled twice. Rob Del
Cid singled, doubled, walked and
scored once. Rich Wustefeld scored
twice. Tony Blasi and Tom DeCataldo
each had an RBI single, and Lou
Messano singled and scored once.

Jude shortstop Messano pulled off
back-to-back slick plays in the sixth
inning. Second baseman Balestriere
pulled off a sneaky, gotcha putout in
the fourth, and Billy Aumenta made a
pair of fine catches in centerfield.
George shortstop Gang turned a
double play in the second inning, and
third baseman Walch turned another
in the third. Leftfielder Stines grabbed
a liner in the fourth and nailed the
runner off base at second for a double
play, then made a sliding snag in the
fifth just before Walch converted a
diving smother to a putout.

St. Jude scored a run on three singles
in the top of the first, but St. George
retaliated with four runs on four hits,
a dropped fly ball and a walk. St
George then seized an 8-1 lead with
four runs on five hits in the third.
Brown’s RBI single and Riepe’s two-
run single elevated George’s lead to
11-1 in the fourth.

Del Cid drilled a ground-rule
double in the fifth and scored on
Daly’s RBI single, but George an-
swered with a pair of runs then added

spot around the court, is counted on
to provide the majority of kills. In the
back, the Raiders will be running a
five-one. Krempa will be the setter
on her own, the all-around quarter-
back.

“She makes plays that I think are
lost; she finds a way to get that ball
back up into the air,” said Stack.

Defensive specialist, sophomore
Fallon Goldberg, will fill the back
row outside position. Other Raiders

WESTFIELD IMPUT...Westfield was
well represented as the No. 1 Messiah
Falcons took on the No. 7 Johns
Hopkins Blue Jays in NCAA Womens
soccer on September 4. All-American
and Centennial Conference Player of
the Year Hannah Kronick (WHS 2011),
right, struck twice with two goals as
the Blue Jays upset the Falcons, 2-1.
Jess Kenney (WHS 2013) played very
strong defensive minutes for the Mes-
siah Falcons.

St. George Routs St. Jude, 19-4, for Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

three more on five hits in the sixth
and two more on four hits in the
seventh. Jude doubled its run count
with RBI singles from Daly and Blasi
in the eighth then George made the
score 19-4 with Robert’s RBI sacri-
fice fly.

When Gano stepped to the plate to
lead off the ninth, lightning struck.
Both teams immediately lined up and
shook hands.
St. Jude 100 010 02 4
St. George 404 323 21 19

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE “MASH & NASH” SHOW...Joe Romash, center, and Nash Warfield ham
it up while announcing the St. Bart’s championship game on Labor Day.

Union County 50+ Softball Playoffs Results:
Linda’s Driftwood II 23, Sun Tav-
ern 15

Sun Tavern jumped to a 11-2 lead.
Linda’s retook the lead 15-11, then
Sun tied the game up at 15, only to
have Linda’s score eight runs in the
seventh. Sun Tavern, pounding out
21 hits, had Paul Newton (2 RBI), Joe
Hrubash and Jim Price (3 hits apiece)
and Pete Osborn, Rich Conklin and
Dennis Baker (2 RBI each).

Linda’s Driftwood Bar & Grill II
won C Division title 2-0.

in the mix, include Samantha
Riccardi, a powerful server, and
Kristen Koederitz at the setter role.

“Playing summer league, having
six scrimmages, I know what I have,
know where we need to move, know
where our power is, know where we
need to build. They know how to play
volleyball, but everything comes from
within them. They have to be able to
walk over a name and dial it out, be
tough, be competitive and be aggres-
sive. That’s what not only wins
matches but tests in life,” said Stack,
who added, “Especially with my start-
ing six, seven when the libero is on
the court, I believe our communica-
tion is astounding, it makes it all
work like a well-oiled machine and
thrust comes with that, a belief that
the other person is going to do their
job.”

Reading is Good For You
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Softball Teams Sought
For Hospitality Classic

The Hospitality Softball Classic of
Union County is seeking men’s and
co-ed teams for its charity tourna-
ment on Monday, September 23, at
Warinaco Park in Roselle. The slow-
pitch tournament, which will begin at
9 a.m., will benefit the Community
Food Bank of New Jersey.

Teams are guaranteed three games
in this ASA tournament that is sched-
uled to end by late afternoon. Food
and drink will be available to be pur-
chased. Deadline to register is Mon-
day, September 16. The fee is $475
per team.

Teams can register and obtain more
information by contacting Glenn
Gang of WIT Hospitality and Enter-
tainment at 917-902-7800 and at
ggang@withospitality.com.
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield. Set on a picturesque street in The Gardens, this classic 10 room, 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath colonial
exemplifies traditional elegance, charm and inviting comfort with an open flow.  Many improvements include a
new eat-in kitchen with stainless steel appliances, granite counters, center island breakfast bar, adjacent family
room with new powder room.  The spacious living room features a fireplace flanked by leaded glass curio cabinets,
embellished molding and sunroom/library with new built-in bookcases.  A banquet size formal dining room with
bay window opens to the family room and kitchen. The second floor offers 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths and a third
floor bedroom and storage. A newly remodeled recreation room and bright laundry room complement an already
spacious home. In addition, new high velocity central air, new interior and exterior paint, and new roof.
Conveniently located with nearby schools, town and park.      $1,145,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 15th  1-4PM • 546 Alden Avenue

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2013
AT 10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY FOR THE RENTAL OF EQUIP-
MENT USED IN THE COLLECTION OF
LEAVES FROM THE STREETS, WALK-
WAYS, AND PARKING LOTS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD.

EQUIPMENT TO BE RENTED ON AN
HOURLY BASIS WITH OPERATOR, OR
AN ELAPSED TIME BASIS, WITHOUT
OPERATOR, INCLUDES TRACTOR
TRAILERS, DUMP TRUCKS, AND RUB-
BER TIRED FRONT END LOADERS.

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21)
EACH BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY A SURETY COMPANY CER-
TIFICATE STATING THAT SAID SURETY
COMPANY WILL PROVIDE THE BIDDER
WITH THE REQUIRED PERFORMANCE
BOND IN THE FULL AMOUNT OF THE
CONTRACT (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-22), BY A
NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND A
CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, STATEMENT OF OWNER-
SHIP, ON THE FORMS INCLUDED IN
AND EXPLAINED IN THE CONTRACT
DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF
THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMAL-
ITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 9/12/13, The Leader Fee: $60.69

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-12067-13
FILE NO. 16934-13

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
STANLEY VINCENT JADUS;
MRS. STANLEY VINCENT
JADUS, WIFE OF STANLEY
VINCENT JADUS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which MP RETIREMENT PLAN is the plain-
tiff and STANLEY VINCENT JADUS, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Divi-
sion, UNION County and bearing Docket
No. F-12067-13 within thirty-five (35) days
after September 12, 2013 exclusive of
such date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 10-00011,
sold on 10/19/2010, dated 10/26/2010,
and was recorded on 12/1/2010 in Book
13021 at Page 776, made by TERANCE
O’NEILL, Collector of Taxes of CLARK,
and State of New Jersey to MP RETIRE-
MENT PLAN and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, MP RETIREMENT PLAN. This
covers real estate located in CLARK,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 18 BLOCK 42 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of CLARK and con-
cerns premises commonly known as 101
LEFFERTS LANE, CLARK, New Jersey.

YOU, STANLEY VINCENT JADUS, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.

YOU, MRS. STANLEY VINCENT
JADUS, WIFE OF STANLEY VINCENT
JADUS, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because plaintiff
has been unable to determine whether
defendant STANLEY VINCENT JADUS is
married, and if married, the name of
STANLEY VINCENT JADUS’s spouse. If
STANLEY VINCENT JADUS is married,
the plaintiff joins MRS. STANLEY VINCENT
JADUS, WIFE OF STANLEY VINCENT
JADUS as a defendant for any possessory
or marital rights you may have.
DATED:  September 6, 2013

Elizabeth Ann Strom, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 9/12/13, The Leader Fee: $71.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-24185-13
FILE NO. 17194-13

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FRANK P. SCARPELLI, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which GREEN FAMILY ASSOCIATES LP
is the plaintiff and FRANK P. SCARPELLI,
HIS HEIRS, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-24185-13 within
thirty-five (35) days after September 12,
2013 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate(s):

1. A certain tax certificate 2009-07, sold
on 10/20/2009, dated 10/28/2009, and was
recorded on 12/30/2009 in Book 12840 at
Page 155, made by MARY JO WALSH,
Collector of Taxes of SPRINGFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to US BANK CUST
FOR CCTS CAPITAL, LLC and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, GREEN FAM-
ILY ASSOCIATES LP on 5/2/2010 and
was recorded on 7/19/2010 in Assignment
Book 1385 at Page 240. This covers real
estate located in SPRINGFIELD, County
of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 4 BLOCK 3101 as shown on the
Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map dupli-
cate of SPRINGFIELD and concerns pre-
mises commonly known as 174 ROUTE
22 WEST BOUND, SPRINGFIELD, New
Jersey.

YOU, FRANK P. SCARPELLI, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, are
made party defendants to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.
DATED:  September 6, 2013

Elizabeth Ann Strom, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 9/12/13, The Leader Fee: $73.44

CALL AND ASK ABOUT 
OUR MOVE-IN SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include 
full-size washer/dryer. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

866.379.4541
for hours and directions

ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

Birdsall Group Ordered to
Pay $1 Million in Penalties

State In Compliance With
Standards for Fine Particles

TRENTON –Birdsall Services
Group has been ordered to pay $1
million in criminal penalties to the
state as the firm was sentenced for
engaging in a criminal scheme in
which hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in corporate political contribu-
tions were illegally made through
employees to evade New Jersey’s pay-
to-play law.

Birdsall, an engineering firm based
in Monmouth County with an office
locally in Cranford here in Union
County, pleaded guilty on June 13 to
charges of first-degree money laun-
dering and second-degree making
false representations for government
contracts filed by the state’s Divi-
sion of Criminal Justice Corruption
Bureau. The charges were contained
in a March 26, 2013 indictment,
which also charged seven execu-
tives of the firm. The charges against
the individual defendants are pend-
ing.

On August 30 the company,
through its defense counsel, appeared
for sentencing before state Superior
Court Judge Wendel E. Daniels in
Ocean County. The company was
ordered to pay two major criminal
penalties within 10 days: a $500,000
public corruption profiteering pen-
alty, and a $500,000 anti-money laun-
dering profiteering penalty. In each
instance, the penalty was the maxi-

mum amount authorized by law.
Birdsall previously had paid the state
$2.6 million to settle a civil forfeiture
action filed by the Attorney General’s
Office in connection with the crimi-
nal case. Birdsall is prohibited from
working on government contracts in
New Jersey for 10 years. The firm,
which is no longer in business, filed
for bankruptcy earlier this year as a
result of the indictment and civil for-
feiture action, and its assets were
subsequently sold to a California-
based engineering company.

“Birdsall made more than half a
million dollars in illegal political con-
tributions, while securing millions of
dollars a year in public contracts for
which it should have been disquali-
fied,” First Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Thomas Calcagni said. “This case
is about upholding our pay-to-play
law and safeguarding the integrity of
public contracting in New Jersey to
ensure that taxpayers don’t foot the
bill for political favors.”

The indictment charged Birdsall’s
largest shareholder and former chief
operating officer, Howard C. Birdsall,
and six other executives and share-
holders with conspiring in a scheme
to avoid the restrictions of New
Jersey’s Pay-to-Play Act by disguis-
ing illegal corporate political contri-
butions as personal contributions of
employees of the firm. TRENTON – The Christie Admin-

istration has announced that the fed-
eral Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has notified the state
that New Jersey’s metropolitan areas
are in compliance with federal stan-
dards for fine particles, a type of
pollutant that can cause serious health
problems, especially in vulnerable
populations.

This action means all of New
Jersey’s counties for the first time
meet federal health standards for this
air pollutant.

 “This is a major milestone for New
Jersey and for the health of our resi-
dents, especially the young, the eld-
erly, and those with chronic respira-
tory conditions who are particularly
at risk to this pollutant,” Department
of Environmental Protection Com-
missioner (DEP) Bob Martin said.

The attainment status will become
effective upon publication in the Fed-
eral Register. In the New York metro-
politan region, those counties in at-
tainment are Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth,
Morris, Passaic, Somerset and Union.
In the Philadelphia region, those

counties are Burlington, Camden and
Gloucester. The eight remaining New
Jersey counties already meet the
EPA’s health standards for fine par-
ticles.

According to EPA, exposure to fine
particles can cause short-term health
effects such as eye, nose, throat and
lung irritation, coughing, sneezing,
runny nose and shortness of breath.
Exposure to fine particles can also
affect lung function and worsen medi-
cal conditions such as asthma and
heart disease.

The state manages air quality with
ambient air monitoring, inventories
of sources, emission reduction plans,
rules, permits, stack testing, air qual-
ity modeling and risk assessment,
vehicle testing, inspections and en-
forcement.

“We have worked tirelessly to con-
trol emissions from a variety of
sources, including coal-fired power
plants, diesel engines and motor ve-
hicles,” Commissioner Martin said.
“At the same time, we have become a
national leader in the development of
renewable energy, while promoting
greater use of cleaner burning natural
gas.”

The administration has adopted a
policy not allowing new coal-fired
power plants to be built in New Jer-
sey, and ensuring that additional gen-
eration comes from clean energy
sources. A pilot program was also
approved to reduce diesel emissions
from big construction vehicles at state
construction sites.

In addition, retrofits or replace-
ment of diesel engines on 800 NJ
Transit commuter buses have been
completed and a new, lower standard
for sulfur content for home heating
oil has been enacted in New Jersey.

TRENTON — The New Jersey
League of Conservation Voters
(NJLCV) has released its 2013 Envi-
ronmental Scorecard. The scorecard
rates each member of the New Jersey
Senate and Assembly on their con-
servation record and actions taken to
protect the environment in the Gar-
den State.

These scores are based on analy-
sis, review, and consultation with en-
vironmental policy experts from
across the state, and track the most
important votes made in the 2012–
2013 legislative session.

Locally, Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
scored a 73 percent while Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit) both
scored 46 percent. Senator Nicholas
Scuatari (D-22, Linden_ received a
82 percent while Asssemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22, Plainfield) scored 85
percent and Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) re-
ceived a 69 percent.

 “Both chambers are failing—the
Senate earned a dismal average of
just 68 percent with the Assembly
close behind at only 67 percent,” said
Ed Potosnak, executive Director of
NJLCV..

Among the list of failures, accord-
ing to NJLCV, was the Legislature’s
inability to address climate change
by re-entering into the Regional
Green House Gases Initiative (RGGI).
Mr. Potosnak also said the Legisla-
ture failed to block the importation of
toxic fracking waste into the Garden
State from Pennsylvania or reverse a
rule by the Christie Administration to
waive environmental regulations put
in place to protect public health and
safeguard our natural resources.

Democrats in the Senate scored
slightly better at safeguarding the
environment and improving public
health than their Republican coun-
terparts on NJLCV’s report by a 76-
61 percent margin. In the Assembly,
Democrats supporting the environ-
ment has a NJLCV scorecard advan-
tage of 82-44 percent.

More Government News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

NJLCV: Lawmakers Are
‘Dismal’ on Environment

Scotch Plains: 06/27/13
HOMAZ, LLC to Jason and Joanne

LaBarge 1140 Tanglewood Lane,
$859,000.

Michael B. and Sofya A. Gershman
to Aaron Lindskog, 1144 Martine
Avenue, $345,000.

Richard De Stefano to Steve Cohn
and Jennifer Roncagliolo-Cohn, 1683
Ramapo Way, $470,000.

Robert T. Spillane, Jr. and Dale
Lochet to Michael A. and Erin C.
Bokina, 5 Clydesdale Road,
$762,000.

Scotch Plains: 07/04/13
Donald A. and Diane Novello to

Amit Katiyar and Santosh Yadav,
2022 Grand Street, $500,000.

Thomas and Rosalia Lavecchia to
Arthur Melkonian and Vera
Bouchakjian, 604 Donato Circle,
$365,000.

Thomas and Barbara Kemps to
Matthew and Kerry Ann MacIsaac,
2383 Redwood Road, $489,100.

Robert and Danielle Wiesen to Yuko
and Robert J. Lacovara, 1236 Chris-
tine Circle, $500,000.

John and Lisa De Francesco to
James M. Mc Kenna and Rose Berardi
Mc Kenna, 2135 West Broad Street,
$342,000.

Estate of Jean Fonda Van Hoesen
to Erik F. and Katarzyna M. Van
Hoesen, 2001 Raritan Road,
$400,000.

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Elaine and Joseph Rosa to Michael
J. and Michele G. Dorney, 1863 Wind-
ing Brook Way, $535,000.

Muriel G. Jones Revocable Trust
to 2142 Gamble Road LLC, 2142
Gamble Road, $395,000.

Estate of Mary A. Loh to Shudhir
K. and Poonam Dwivedi, 3 Tempe
Court,  $510,000.

Antonio DiFabio and Alberta
Montano DiFabio to Gvido Teteris
and Jana Anca Tetere, 1371 Raritan
Road, $500,000.

Estate of Albert Allahand to Marsha
Gelfand, 530 Park Avenue, $195,000.

Carl C. Orr to Rajeev and Megha
Aggarwal, 1086 Raritan Road,
$675,000.

Westfield: 08/12/13
Simon R. and Cheryl H. Rush to

David Cortese and Dorothy Lam Yee
Leng, 910 Woodmere Drive,
$1,135,000.

Gregory L. Ryan and Alberta
Capria-Ryan to Nestor J. and Carli P.
Fernandez, 39 Orenda Circle,
$670,000.

Kerry A. Conley to Joshua N. and
Rachel Hergan, 824 Cedar Terrace,
$950,000.

Eleanor M. Wimpfheimer to Elias
Tsepouridis and Amy K. Hassler, 519

Birch Avenue, $739,000.
Taw W. and Deborah F. Richardson

to Massimo and Kori S. Romeo, 239
Sinclair Place, $855,000.

Ronald M. Hershkowitz and Louise
Linder to Rafer and Carla Maximo,
921 Fanwood Avenue, $437,500.

Vincent Roux and Annette Kelley
to Michael and Caroline Conti, 707
Glen Avenue, $705,000.

John J. and Mary Ann Healy-
Rodriguez, 628 Embree Crescent,
$659,900.

Bruce A. and Mary E. Phillips to
Vincent G. and Annette T. Kelley,
234 West Dudley Ave, $1,265,000.

Karl J. and Mary Ellen D. Ehrsam
to Brian and Julie Morris, 323 Tuttle
Parkway, $620,000.

Richard D. and Anne O. Martinson
to Edgar D. and Allison Charles, 610
Prospect Street, $977,500.

Robert J. and Teri Castelo to An-
thony C. and Suzanne B. Cicia, 535
Highland Avenue, $1,950,000.

Anne E. Hoskins and Robert O.
Zdensek to Matthew R. and Jodi
Ceberio, 415 Dudley Avenue East,
$825,000.

Scott and Teresa Pavlak to Edward
C. Kim, 560 Colonial Avenue,
$1,675,000.

Susan and Douglas C. Yearley, Jr.
to Jason and Jacqueline Meyer, $931
Kimball Avenue East, $2,050,000.

Marsella Bros. at Wychbiew, LLC
to Corey R. and Lisa D. Temple, 3
Wychview Drive, $1,316,250.

Thomas A. Harvey and Gregory S.
Coffman to Scott and Lori Kraemer,
9 Karen Terrace, $970,000.

Charles P. Woodward and Estate
of Patricia L. Woodward to Brandt
Colby Gaines and Paige Weissman
Gaines, 200 Woodland Avenue,
$1,150,000.

David T. and Susan M. Chan to
Anne Osborne Martinson, 27 Can-
terbury Lane, $949,000.

Robert J. Pompliano to Westfield
Lighthouse Investment, LLC, 924
South Avenue, West, $440,000.

933 South Avenue, LLC to Shihua
Xu and Qiang Fang, 933 South Av-
enue, West, $375,000.

Donna M. Quinn to Eric J.
Leuthold, 214 Hazel Avenue,
$430,000.

Christopher J. and Elizabeth D.
Gaeta to Daniel F. and Emily M.
Sarsfield, 257 Scotch Plains Avenue,
$541,000.

Stanley U. and Roxanne M.
Paylago to Julia Ruth Dillon, 516
Hillcrest Avenue, $570,000.

Lenore V. Shapiro to 828 Coolidge
Street, LLC, 828 Coolidge Street,
$412,500.

Richard F. and Jane Koncicki to
Anthony J. Vavrica, 218 Grove Street,
West, $350,000.

Keystone Partners, LLC to Stephen
P. and Jennifer S. Goldstein, 648 Sum-
mit Avenue, $1,370,000.

Jeffrey and Jessica Ganzer to Derek
and Amanda J. Lieberman, 683 Wil-
low Grove Road, $596,000.

Scott and Lori Kraemer to David
R. and Mary M. Elmquist, 101
Dickson Drive, $1,240,000.

Estate of Yei Pin Mennor to Juan
and Yecenia Aldana, 1109 Ripley Av-
enue, $425,000.

James L. and Shana Gaskil to Mary
Wickens and Stephen Whitlock, 33
Manchester Way, $670,000.

Jill Del Sordi to Mark H. and
Miriam B. Aronowitz, 27 North Cot-
tage Place, $445,000.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425  • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Goods & Services You Need

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

BULK MATERIALS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 30 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE
FOUR SEASONS

Fanwood Resident Chris
Gibb to Appear in Noises Off

UPPER MONTCLAIR - Fanwood
resident Chris Gibbs plays Selsdon
Mowbray/Burglar in Noises Off, a
farce by Michael Frayn, at Studio
Playhouse in Upper Montclair. Per-
formances are Fridays and Saturdays
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m. on
September 20, 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29,
October 3, 4, 5.

Called the funniest farce ever writ-
ten, Noises Off presents a manic me-
nagerie as a cast of second rate actors
rehearse a flop called Nothing’s On. As
with any group of actors forced to
work closely together for any great
length of time, romances and argu-

ments are bound to break out. Quite
often, what is happening on stage is
nothing compared to what’s happen-
ing backstage

Noises Off is directed by Mark
Liebert and stage managed by Russ
Meyer. Tickets are $20 for adults, $17
for students and seniors age 65 and up
with discounts available for groups of
20 or more that prepay. Tickets are
two for the price of one on opening
night, Friday, September 20.

Tickets can be purchased online at
www.studioplayhouse.org/tickets or
by calling (800) 838-3006. Studio
Playhouse is located at 14 Alvin Place,
off Valley Road near the A&P, in Up-
per Montclair. For more information,
visit www.studioplayhouse.org  or call
(973) 744-9752.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALOCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL

LICENSE TRANSFER

Take Notice that L & D Fanwood Enter-
prises, LLC trading as The Fanwood Ale
House has applied to the borough of
Fanwood to transfer the Plenary Retail
Consumption License No. 2005-33-003-
012 for premises located at 15-19 South
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey heretofore
issued to Fanwood Ale House, Inc. trading
as The Sun Tavern.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Frank X. Lindlaw, 113 Dickson Drive,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Robert J. DeStefanis 834 Bowline Drive,
Forked River, New Jersey 08731

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern
Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fanwood
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023.

The Fanwood Ale House
15-19 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
 2 T - 9/12/13 &
9/19/13, The Times Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
September 10, 2013.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2012

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 16

1 T - 9/12/13, The Leader Fee: $13.77

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Town of Westfield is requesting
proposals for the preparation of design
plans and specifications for the dredging
of Mindowaskin Pond, located immedi-
ately adjacent to Town Hall, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

Proposals shall be submitted by the close
of business on September 27, 2013 at the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey
07090. Four (4) copies of the proposal
must be submitted. Proposal will be re-
jected if not submitted within time, date
and place designated.

Specifications may be obtained at the
office of the Town Engineer between the
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Ques-
tions regarding the RFP should be made in
writing addressed to the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New
Jersey, 07090 or faxed to (908) 789-4113
at least five (5) business days prior to the
date of submittal.
1 T - 9/12/13, The Leader Fee: $23.46

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board meeting held on Septem-
ber 9, 2013, the Board adopted the follow-
ing resolutions:

M & E Stage House, approved an
amended lighting plan for 366 Park Av-
enue, Block 1001, Lot 54.01.

Romano DelRoio, approved an appli-
cation for a waiver of site plan and variance
to construct a canopy at the rear of prop-
erty located at 451 Park Avenue, Block
501, Lot 1.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 9/12/13, The Times Fee: $16.83

HELP WANTED

ADMIN ASSISTANT
OFFICE MANAGER

Professional office in downtown
Fanwood seeking admin assistant.
Hrs 8:30 to 4 pm. Must
demonstrate exceptional
organizational skills, as well as
good interpersonal/client contact
demeanor. Candidate must be
familiar with QuickBooks software
as well as Microsoft Office. We
offer a compensation package
including contributory retirement
benefits as well as participation
in medical insurance.

Please fax resume to
(908) 889-9501.

Call (908) 889-9500
to schedule interview.

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings September 18th,
evenings September 25th.

CHHA, classes start
evenings September 16th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

weekends September 15th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

CHEMISTRY PHYSICS TUTOR

Teacher experienced in all levels
of Chemistry and Physics.
Available for private prep sessions
in your home. Contact:
dnstoneback@verizon.net

or call (908) 577-4438

JOHN'S HOME IMPROVEMENT

This handy man can. No job to
small. When honey doesn't this
honey will do. Carpentry (built ins,
create custom closets), drywall,
hardwood, ceramic, and vinyl
floors, tiling, Overall Maintenance
& Repairs, and more. Please call
(908) 313-6201 for a free estimate.
Over 20 years experience.
References can be provided.

‘Senior Day’ to Take Place
At Scotch Hills Country Club
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Recreation Commission will
sponsor “Senior Day at Scotch
Hills” on Thursday, September 19.
Open to all Scotch Plains senior
citizens, “Senior Day at Scotch
Hills” will take place at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at 820
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains senior residents will
have the opportunity to experience
a free round at the award-winning
Scotch Hills mini-golf course at
any time that day. Along with the
free mini-golf, participants will be
able to enjoy golf for free that day
on the Nine-Hole Scotch Hills Golf
Course.

In celebrating “Senior Day,”
bingo will begin at 10:30 a.m., with
prizes awarded to the winners. Ad-

ditionally, a barbecue will be held
at the Scotch Hills Country Club
from noon to 2 p.m., allowing se-
niors to socialize after their mini-
golf or golf rounds.

Seniors who are unable to attend
the barbecue are still welcome to
experience the mini-golf and golf
course at any time that day, simply
by going to the pro shop and ob-
taining their free round.

Seniors who are in need of trans-
portation to and from the event are
advised to call the Scotch Plains
Dial-A-Ride hotline at (908) 322-
5151. All ride reservations must be
called in by Monday, September
16.

For more information, call the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 221 or 223.

JENNIFER SOFA SLEEPER

Full sleeper sofa 66" x 36" x 33"
brown plush fabric, excellent
condition. Price $325 or best offer
includes 2 tables and one set of
sheets. Moving from Westfield &
must sell asap. Cash or Money
Order. Local buyers.

kopinzo@aol.com

INSTALLMENT PAINTING

I'll professionally paint the interior
of your home or office, room by
room, over a period of time. Thus,
spreading out your investment
with minimal inconvenience.

Call Maury, INSIDE COAT
(908) 789-2596

www.insidecoat.com

LEGAL SECRETARY

Westfield Divorce Attorney seeks
secretary to work f/t from 9/20/13
to 11/18/13. Position then to
become part time.  Phones,
schedule appointments, filing,
computer skills a must.  Strong
attention to detail, positive attitude.

Call (908) 232-2122

P/T CLASSROOM ASSISTANT

The Christopher Academy is
looking for a part-time classroom
assistant from 8:30AM-12:30PM
Monday through Thursday
effective immediately. Experience
is preferred. Please send your
resume to:

jiannaconi@
christopheracademy.com

Photo courtesy of Amy Fox
THE STENCH…Selsden (Chris Gibb), the company’s oldest and quirkiest member,
schools young stage manager, Poppy (Ali Archetti), in all things theater - including
the smell.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on September 9, 2013 for the
following applications decided at its meet-
ings on July 8, 2013.

Douglas & Karen Luka, 637 Roosevelt
Street. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a dormer contrary to Sections
11.09E6 & 11.09E14 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow side yard setbacks of
+8.9 feet and + 7 feet where a minimum of
10 feet is required and to allow no garage
where a one car garage is required. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

Gap, Inc. 205 & 207 East Broad Street.
Applicant sought approval to erect three
(3) wall signs on the East Broad Street
façade and two (2) signs over the rear
entrance and to replace and relocate the
sign lighting contrary to the following sec-
tions of the Land Use Ordinance:

§16.0E1– Ordinance allows one sign at
the main entrance. Proposed are three
signs.

§16.04E1b – Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum sign height of 12 feet. Proposed is 15
feet 4.5 inches.

§16.04E1d - Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum vertical dimension of a sign of 30
inches. Proposed is 40 inches.

§16.04E6 – Ordinance allows one sign
facing a parking area. Proposed are two
signs.

§16.04E6c – Ordinance allows a sign
height of 12 feet for signs facing a parking
area. Proposed is §17 feet 5 inches.

§16.04E6d – Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum vertical dimension of 18 inches for
signs facing a parking area. Proposed is a
vertical dimension of 54 inches for each (2)
sign.

§16.04E6e – Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum horizontal dimension of 4 feet for
signs facing a parking area. Proposed is a
vertical dimension of 4 feet 8 inches each
for each (2) sign.

§10.11D – Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum height of 15 feet for lighting fixtures.
Proposed is 17 feet 11 inches. Amended
application approved with conditions.

Flavio & Ingrid Cosenza, 919 Irving
Street. Applicant sought approval to con-

struct a first floor addition and a deck to the
rear of the house contrary to Sections
11.09E6, 11.09E13, 12.04F1 and 12.04F2
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a side
yard setback of 9.7 feet where a minimum
of 10 feet is required; to allow a maximum
wall length at a zoning side yard of 37 feet
5 inches where a maximum length of 25
feet is allowed; to allow a building cover-
age of 23.68% where a maximum of 20%
is allowed and to allow a building coverage
with a deck of 24.7% where a maximum of
22% is allowed. Application approved with
conditions.

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Vasquez, 604 East
Broad Street. Applicant sought approval
to construct first and second story addi-
tions contrary to Section 11.09E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow side yard
setbacks of 5.3 feet and 8.8 feet where a
minimum of 12.5 feet is required. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Deirdre & Brad Noack, 214 North
Euclid Avenue. Applicant sought approval
to construct a front/side wrap around porch
contrary to Section 12.03D of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a front yard set-
back of 27.55 feet where a setback of
32.26 feet is required. Application denied.

James Hughes, Trader Joes 155 Elm
Street. Applicant appealed the decision of
the Zoning Official and requested an inter-
pretation of the zoning ordinance as both
relate to the expansion of Trader Joe’s into
an existing adjoining space at 155 Elm
Street. Application denied.

Jerome Semler, 948 Carleton Road.
Applicant sought approval to construct first
and second story additions contrary to
Sections 12.04F1 and 11.07E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a building cover-
age of 21.5% where a maximum building
coverage of 20% is allowed and to allow a
side yard setback of 9.25 feet where a
minimum of 10 feet is required. Application
approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 9/12/13, The Leader Fee: $91.80

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

GOLDEN ISLAND FOX FUR

Golden Island Fox Fur
62” sweep - 52” length

Georgeous Fur
Retail $15-20K, Only $4,500

kopinzo@aol.com

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13002941

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-59507-09

Plaintiff: TWO RIVER COMMUNITY BANK
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH KANIA, SUZANNE

KANIA, JOSEPH A MAURIELLO, OVERLOOK
HOSPITAL, NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SER-
VICES, BERGEN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
AND CACH OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 09/25/2013
Writ of Execution: 07/02/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Fifty-One Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Eighty-Three and 87/100***
$51,883.87.

Concise Description of Property
All that certain lots, pieces or parcels, with the

buildings and improvements thereon erected,
situate, lying and being in the Town of Westfield,
County of Union and State of New Jersey:

Street: 154 Summit Court
Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Avenue
Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 17, Block 5504
The property is subject to no prior Mortgages.
The property is being sold subject to any and

all tenancies, possessory interests and/or leases
affecting the premises not made party defen-
dants.

As the above description does not constitute a
full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain mortgage recorded on
May 11, 2005 in Mortgage Book 11156 at Page
0200 in the Office of the Register/Clerk of Union
County and the Writ of Execution on file with the
Sheriff of Union County.

The approximate amount to be satisfied by the
sale of this property as of July 2, 2013 is
$52,552.70 is consisting of $51,883.87 and at-
torney fees and costs $668.83.

Total Upset:  ***Fifty-Four Thousand Two
Hundred Thirty-Two and 30/100*** $54,232.30
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FOSS, SAN FILIPPO & MILNE
225 BROAD STREET
PO BOX 896
RED BANK, NEW JERSEY 07701-0896
(732) 741-2525
4 T - 08/29, 09/05, 09/12
& 09/19/12 Fee: $197.88

Rigano Earns Graduate
Arts Award

GARWOOD – Louie Rigano of
Garwood was recently awarded a Jack
Kent Cooke Foundation Graduate
Arts Award, which is the nation’s
most generous independent scholar-
ship for graduate study in the arts.

The foundation provides up to
$50,000 per year for up to three years
to selected students “with exceptional
artistic or creative promise” looking
to pursue graduate degrees in the
visual arts, performing arts or cre-
ative writing.

This fall, Louie will begin a two
year stint at the Royal College of Art
in London, where he will pursue a
Masters of Art degree in the schools
renowned Design Products depart-
ment. Louie attended Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark and
graduated with a Bachelor of Fine
Art degree in Industrial Design and
Environmental Studies from the
Rhode Island School of Design. He
later studied traditional craft tech-
niques in Japan for a year on a
Fulbright Fellowship.”

Louie Rigano

goleader.com/classifieds

Deadlines
News & Ads - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

How To Reach Us
E-Mail: press@goleader.com

Phone: (908) 232-4407
Mail: PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

In Person: 250 North Ave., Westfield

For Info:
www.goleader.com/help/

Submittals: email preferred
Photos: Color Digital

Paste text into email, no attachments
Please proof your work

Include name & daytime phone
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Harmonic Brass

“Germany’s answer to The Canadian Brass!”

“Superb music making with light-hearted style.”
“A perfect family evening!”

Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
Watchung Avenue at East Seventh Street, Plainfield NJ

Friday, September 20, 2013, 7:30 pm

Crescent Concerts

Starts in september Starts in september

www.arthousefilmfestival.com

Preview   the best & smartest new films before public release
enjoy surprise visits by filmmakers & actors

REGISTER EARLY & SAVE

7 3 2 - 8 7 0 - 6 0 1 2

FILMMAKERS
S  Y  M  P  O  S  I  U  M

ARTH
OUSE

FI
LM FEST

IVAL

chuck rose presents filmmaker symposium’s

goleader.com/classifieds

Arthouse Film Festival
Announces Line-Up

MOUNTAINSIDE - Imagine see-
ing a festival-winning gem before its
release to the public, then the lights
come up, and there in front of you are
the creators of the film, ready to answer
questions and discuss their work.

Starting Monday, September 30,
Arthouse Film Festival will run for 10
weeks at two New Jersey theatres: AMC
Loews Mountainside and AMC Loews
Monmouth Mall.

The festival has hosted 1,585 movie
premieres with 1,020 live guest ap-
pearances over the past 22 years.

Oscar winners and nominees Danny
Aiello, Alan Arkin, James Cromwell,
Frank Darabont, Jesse Eisenberg, Ethan
Hawke, Jean-Pierre Jeunet, Melissa
Leo, Viggo Mortensen, Chazz
Palminteri, John Sayles, Aaron Sorkin,
Fisher Stevens and David Strathairn
have joined Dylan Baker, Famke
Janssen, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Derek
Luke, Mary Stuart Masterson, David
Morse, Connie Nielsen, Joe Pantoliano
and Kevin Smith as guest speakers who
have come to share their insights with
festival participants.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of op-
portunities as they arise,” said festival
director Chuck Rose. “Wonderful sur-
prises and fantastic celebrities can pop
up out of nowhere, so we try to keep the
schedule as fluid as possible. In the past
three years, we have premiered 95 films
that later earned a total of 26 Oscar, 24
Spirit Award, 23 Golden Globe and 34
British Academy Award nominations.”

“Even before we started 22 years
ago, I began working to create an inter-
national VIP network of actors, direc-
tors, screenwriters, producers, journal-
ists and film industry pros whose jobs
involve creating and evaluating the
cream of Sundance, Cannes, Toronto,
Venice, Berlin, SXSW, Tribeca and the
other important film festivals. We also
work to ferret out potential hits in the
development and production stages so
we are ready to pounce on the best
films first,” explained Mr. Rose.

For more information, to see which
films were screened in the past, or to
register, visit
www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com or call
(732) 870-6012.

 The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enrollment
is advised. Subscription is $133 for five
weeks or $235 for all ten weeks. Also
being offered is a specially priced flex
ticket so the user may choose any eight

out of ten nights for their convenience.
Discounts will be available for early
registration.

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming festi-
val include: “12 Years a Slave” with
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Brad Pitt, director
Steve McQueen; “About Time” with
Rachel McAdams, Bill Nighy, director
Richard Curtis; “All the Light in the
Sky” with Jane Adams, Sophia Takal,
director Joe Swanberg; “American
Hustle” with Bradley Cooper, Jennifer
Lawrence, director David O. Russell;
“August: Osage County” with Meryl
Streep, Benedict Cumberbatch, direc-
tor John Wells; “Black Nativity” with
Forest Whitaker, Jennifer Hudson, di-
rector Kasi Lemmons; “The Broken
Circle Breakdown” with Johan
Heldenbergh, Veerle Baetens, director
Felix van Groeningen; “Capital” with
Gabriel Byrne, Gad Elmaleh, director
Costa Govras; “Captain Phillips” with
Tom Hanks, Catherine Keener, direc-
tor Paul Greengrass; “Cut to Black”
with Dan Eberle, Jillaine Gill, director
Dan Eberle; “Four Dogs” with Oliver
Cooper, Dan Bakkedahl, director Joe
Burke; “Forev” with Noel Wells, Matt
Mider, directors Molly Green and James
Leffler; “Gloria” with Paulina Garcia,
Sergio Hernandez, director Sebastian
Lelio; “Grace of Monaco” with Nicole
Kidman, Tim Roth, director Olivier
Dahan; “Her” with Joaquin Phoenix,
Amy Adams, director Spike Jonze;
“Hide Your Smiling Faces” with Ryan
Jones, Nathan Varnson, director Daniel
Patrick Carbone; “How I Live Now”
with Saoirse Ronan, Tom Holland, di-
rector Kevin Macdonald; “The Immi-
grant” with Marion Cotillard, Joaquin
Phoenix, director James Gray; “Inside
Llewyn Davis” with Carey Mulligan,
Justin Timberlake, directors Ethan and
Joel Coen; “Mandela: Long Walk to
Freedom” with Idris Elba, Naomie Har-
ris, director Justin Chadwick; “The
Monuments Men” with Matt Damon,
Daniel Craig, director George Clooney;
“Nebraska” with Will Forte, Bruce
Dern, director Alexander Payne;
“Philomena” with Judi Dench, Steve
Coogan, director Stephen Frears; “The
Retrieval” with Tishuan Scott, Ashton
Sanders, director Chris Eska; “The Wolf
of Wall Street” with Leonardo DiCaprio,
Matthew McConaughey, director Mar-
tin Scorsese; and “The Young and Pro-
digious Spivet” with Helena Bonham
Carter, Kathy Bates, director Jean-
Pierre Jeunet.

FILM FESTIVAL…“12 Years A Slave” starring Chiwetel Ejiofor and Brad Pitt,
and 20 more not-yet-released movies will premiere in the Arthouse Film Festival
beginning Monday, September 30, at AMC Loews Mountainside and AMC
Loews Monmouth Mall.

WORTHY CAUSE...Ron and Sheree
Pask look over last-minute prepara-
tions for the upcoming fundraiser for
Multiple Myeloma. Mrs. Pask pres-
ently is in remission from the disease.

5K Run/Walk to Benefit
Fight Against Myeloma

CLARK – Miracles for Myeloma, a
5K Run/Walk, is scheduled for Satur-
day, October 5, at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark. The course, staged entirely within
the park on paved paths, is USATF
certified. People of all ages are invited
to participate in this community-wide
fundraiser.

Multiple Myeloma is a cancer of
plasma cells that attacks and destroys
bone. The co-founders of the race are
Clark resident Sheree Pask, a Myeloma
survivor and a teacher at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield Nursery
School, and Westfield resident Gina
Klemm, whose brother, Frank Guarino,
died of the disease in 2012.

Entry fees are $25 per walker or
runner until Sunday, September 15;
after that, the fee is $30. Children’s fees
are $15. Runners also may register at
the door. For pre-registered participants,
T-shirts and event bags will be distrib-
uted. Awards will be given for best
times in various categories. All pro-
ceeds will be donated to the Interna-
tional Myeloma Foundation (IMF).

Registration will open at 7:30 a.m.,
with the race officially starting at 9 a.m.
A memorial path where maroon and
white balloons tied to placards with
names of people being honored will be
featured. Maroon balloons are desig-
nated for patients living with Myeloma
or other forms of cancer and white in
remembrance of those who have passed
on from cancer.

Mrs. Pask, currently in remission,
has undergone chemotherapy and two
stem cell transplants over the last few
years. “I am blessed with a wonderful
support network of family members,
friends and co-workers and doctors
and nurses who have helped me im-
mensely during my cancer journey,”

she said. “Now I am calling upon all of
you to help us get to the finish
line…finding a cure for Multiple My-
eloma.”

To register, visit online.myeloma.org/
NetCommunity/miraclesformyeloma
or call (732) 574-9182.

Music NJLessons to
Host Recital

GARWOOD - On Saturday, Sep-
tember 21, from 5-6 p.m.
MusicNJLessons.com will host their
first annual music student recital and
new student info session  at The Cross-
roads, 78 North Avenue, Garwood.

Selections within the recital will
include cultural songs, familiar
children’s tunes, TV and Broadway
themes, as well as current pop/rock
selections.

For questions or more informa-
tion, call (908) 294-1474 or visit
www.MusicNJLessons.com.

open set with an alcove of the
principal’s office nestled at the feet
of the audience, we are immedi-
ately plunged into the everyday lives
of this seemingly typical middle
class American family. Director
John Wooten, a talented playwright
himself, utilizes the stage area well
by, at one time, perching Jacob sym-
bolically on a side railing as he
recites a revealing short story about
a bird who does not relate to others
in his species.

A nod must go to casting director
Carol Hanzel for capturing the es-
sence of each character, from the
“caught in the middle” younger
brother Charlie (Logan Riley
Bruner) to the enigmatic Mr. Marsh
portrayed brilliantly by Mitch
Greenberg. Cleverly, the Marsh
character lures the audience into
believing what they think is truth
only to be surprised by unexpected
revelations.

Kean student Daniel Pellicano’s
Jacob is an unlikable character, yet
hauntingly real. Ms. Benningfield’s
emotionally torn character elicits
empathy from the audience. Like-
wise, Mr. Rishard’s characteriza-
tion of Tom may seem stereotypic
of a hardened cop, but it somehow
rings true. And when Ms. Ganski as
ex-girlfriend, Sydney, appears
onstage briefly, her character be-
comes memorable because of a poi-
gnant performance.

Just as a hurricane’s wake some-
times leaves us in awe of nature’s
destructive power, The Beautiful
Dark leaves the audience with an
appreciation of a modern mother’s
dilemma dealing with her first-born
son’s violence.

The Beautiful Dark runs Thurs-
days, Fridays at 8 p.m. and Satur-
days and Sundays at 3 p.m. Tickets
are $30, with discounted rates of
$20 for seniors and $15 for students
and patrons with disabilities.

The Beautiful Dark
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Premiere Stages Presents

The Beautiful Dark

Box Office: 908) 737-SHOW
www.kean.edu/premierestages

***

***
 Kean University’s
Zella Fry Theatre

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com
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WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
 

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.   

Financial assistance is available.  

FUN FOR EVERYONE  
FREE WESTFIELD AREA Y COMMUNITY CELEBRATION 

EVERYONE is invited to celebrate  
our 90th anniversary!  The fun is 
inside the Y and outside on Ferris 
Place.  All ages!  Rain or shine!  
Prizes and giveaways!  
 

Inflatable obstacle courses and bounce house  ·  
Indoor climbing wall  ·  Soft-play fun for little 

ones  ·  Sand art necklaces  ·  balloon artist  ·  
face painting  ·  Healthy U kids games  ·  
Interactive nutrition activity  ·  DJ with music 

from the 1930’s thru today  ·  Y history trivia  ·  
Paint what the Y means to you on our large 

canvas  ·  Free refreshments: hot dogs, fruit, 

popcorn, water, ices (ices donated by Uncle Louie 

G Italian Ices and Ice Cream of Westfield) 
 

Please bring “healthy food” donations for the Westfield Food Pantry!    
The pantry specifically needs: powdered milk (packaged as individual envelopes), fruit in cans 

(preferably in water), beans (dried or in cans), tuna, peanut butter, 100% fruit juice boxes, and canned 

tomatoes/tomato sauce.  No glass please!   

FOOD, FUN  
AND FESTIVITIES  

ARE FREE! 

SUNDAY, 9/15 

1:00-4:00PM 

23. 

GRETA’S RUN  · · ·  Sunday, 9/15 (11:00AM start)   

run, walk, donate or volunteer to benefit  
new and existing Westfield Area Y special needs programs  
www.westfieldynj.org/community/gretasrun  

Photo courtesy of Mike Peters
A DEAD LADY...Charlie (Logan Riley Bruner) is comforted by his mother,
Nancy (Dana Benningfield), in the new play The Beautiful Dark at Premiere
Stages in the Zella Fry Theatre at Kean University. The show runs weekends
through Sunday, September 22. For ticket information, call the box office at (908)
737-SHOW or visit Premiere Stages online at www.kean.edu/premierestages.

Photo courtesy of Mike Peters
THE FURY OF A HURRICANE...In
Erik Gernand’s The Beautiful Dark,
the Premiere Stages 2013 Play Festival
Winner, Kean University student,
Daniel Pellicano, mesmerizes the audi-
ence in his role as Jacob, a troubled,
angry teen who may cause harm to
himself and others.

Powerful Production of Premiere Stage’s
The Beautiful Dark Mesmerizes

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – The Beautiful Dark,
Erik Gernand’s prize-winning, pow-
erful play that had its first public
performance September 5 at Kean
University’s Premiere Stages, is si-
multaneously beautiful and dark.
The “beautiful” involves stellar act-
ing, a frustratingly real storyline
and terrific direction. The “dark”
bubbles and erupts from a well-
spring of anger seething deep in the
troubled mind of the main charac-
ter.

A clap of thunder jump starts the
100-minute play at the intimate
Zella Fry Theatre where a hurri-
cane metaphor is offered by hoody-
wearing, brooding teen Jacob (an
amazing young actor named Daniel

Pellicano) who tells us in a con-
trolled, chilling way that destruc-
tive hurricanes are good and beau-
tiful. They do damage but ultimately
clean away what he says needs ex-
punging. “Hurricanes level the
schools where children are fed lies,”
he says ominously.

So begins a glimpse into the
warped view of Jacob who, four
years ago, attempted suicide on his
birthday and has undergone psy-
chotherapy for three years. He has
tried his hand at college but flunked
out. Moving back home is not go-
ing to be pretty for anyone in the
family except 13-year-old brother
Charlie (played tenderly by Logan
Riley Bruner) who idolizes his big,
bad brother.

When the mother, Dr. Nancy

Weller (Dana Benningfield), a
school principal, and her estranged
husband, Tom, (Steven Rishard), a
hard-nosed police chief, enter the
scene, it is apparent that the volatile
Jacob has no relationship with ei-
ther parent. Mom Nancy tries to
establish some house rules and
Jacob gets more hostile by the
minute, stealing money from his
mother’s purse, displaying physi-
cal violence and cursing everyone
and everything in sight.

Then, when Nancy suspects her
son of buying a triple X-rated porn
DVD depicting the raping of girls
at an all-girls school, she tries to get
her estranged husband to intervene.
Tom, however, reminds her that
Jacob is 18 and that porn is merely
fantasy and fantasy is not illegal.
So they all dance around the fact
that the teenager might have a terri-
bly dark side. Are they harboring a
potential killer or rapist?

Enter Jacob’s ex-girlfriend
Sydney (Cara Ganski) who shows
up at Dr. Weller’s office to tell her
that Jacob is obsessed with a dis-
turbing play he has written about
killing students. Who should Nancy
believe – her manipulative son who
talks his way out of anything with
half-truths and bold-faced lies - or
the quirky girlfriend who may have
her own retributive agenda? Will it
ruin her son’s life if she makes the
wrong assumptions?

Jacob is referred to repeatedly as
a genius and a gifted creative writer.
His high school English teacher Mr.
Marsh (Mitch Greenberg) asks
Nancy if she has read any of her
son’s writing assignments. When
Nancy goes back to do so, she gains
insight and understanding of the
son she thought she knew. Is vio-
lence in writing a warning sign?
“It’s just a play, thoughts, ideas,”
Jacob assures his parents. “Words

are not actions!” he screams at them.
If we were not living in the shadow
of Virginia Tech shootings and the
tragedy at Newtown, maybe we
could believe him.

The best part of this new play that
won the Premiere Stages’ 2013 Play
Festival from among the 400 sub-
missions is that no easy answers
emerge. In The Beautiful Dark, there
are no platitudes, no judgment and
no delete button to push to erase
violent behavior. It is presented as
fodder for our thoughtful reflec-
tion.

The impressive set itself (by Jo-
seph Gourley) is beautiful with a
sleek kitchen of working stainless
steel appliances, muted gray/tan
foyer and living room. Through the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

A Jersey Boy to Perform
Nation Anthem at Greta’s Run

WESTFIELD – Russell Fischer, of
Broadway’s Jersey Boys, will sing
the National Anthem on Sunday, Sep-
tember 15, at 10:50 a.m. at Greta’s
Run, a USATF certified/official event,
to be held at the Westfield Area YMCA
located at 220 Clark Street, West-
field. The 5K run/walk will start
promptly at 11 a.m. Awards and re-
freshments will begin at noon.

“It’s good to still be friends with
people you met in kindergarten,” said
Ben Nanna, one of the organizers of
Gerta’s Run. “It’s even better when
they grow up to be actresses – with
actor friends. Thanks to Allison Siko,
Westfield High School (WHS), Class
of 2006, we have a Jersey Boy! He
and Allison met at the Paper Mill
Playhouse’s Summer Musical The-
ater Conservatory, and have been

friends ever since.”
Ben asked Allison if she knew any-

one up for the job of singing. She
then asked Russell who responded
with an immediate “yes.”

“Russell supports the cause of
Greta’s Run and is excited to perform
at it!” Ben said.

Greta’s Run is named in honor of
Westfield High School freshman,
Greta Schoenemann, who tragically
lost her life when a tree branch fell
and struck her while she and fellow
WHS students were having lunch
outside the school on September 11,
2002. Proceeds from the run will
benefit special needs programs at the
“Y.”

To learn more about and Greta’s
Run, visit www.westfieldynj.org/
community/gretasrun.

SP Author to Release First
Books in Collection

SCOTCH PLAINS — Debbie
Doctofsky-Solomon of Scotch
Plains will release her first two
children’s picture books, “Journey
to the River of Perfumes” and “Hid-
den in the Himalayas” She calls her
first two books in her collection a
“learning experience” rather than
just picture books.

Debbie, an Indie publisher, is
writing a collection of multicultural
stories she calls “An Expedition of
Learning” to entertain and educate
children ages 3-9. She has a Mas-
ters degree in Education (Teaching
English as a Second Language
[ESL]) and has taught ESL here,
and abroad.

Her first book, “Journey to the
River of Perfumes” is set in Viet-

nam. The second story, “Hidden in
the Himalayas,” takes place in
Nepal. Debbie writes about places
she has personally experienced with
Vietnam and Nepal being some of
her more magical destinations.

Debbie will be attending the
Union Township Festival on the
Green at Friberger Park in Union
on Saturday, September 21, from
12 -5:30 p.m. Stop by to get one of
the first autographed copies of her
books. Debbie is available for book
readings and signings at schools,
libraries and local bookstores. She
also has compiled a range of age
appropriate activities and recipes
related to each book.

For more information visit
DebbieSolomon.com.
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** Cranford/Caldwell Football **

Another photo  on page 12

of The Westfield Leader
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RIEPE (3 RBI), REILLY, WHITE (5 RBI) 4 HITS EACH; VEGLIA 3 HITS, 4 RUNS; FRIEDLANDER 3 HITS

St. George Grounds St. Jude for St. Bart’s Softball Title, 19-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lightning just beyond the
centerfield fence at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains in the top of
the ninth inning on Labor Day
persuaded St. Jude to abandon
its quest for the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
championship that ended in a
19-4 triumph by St. George.

Prior to the title game that
began at noon, St. Jude expended
much of its energy squeaking by
St. Anthony, 10-9, in the Losers
Bracket final, but just after that
game hopes were still high by
members of both teams.

“I have been in the league for,
I think, 14 years. This is my
seventh appearance. I won six
times. It’s not because of me. It’s
because of the guys behind me.

Those guys all played hard. I am
just a little part of the field play-
ing out there now. I don’t know if
luck has everything to do with it,
but I am just happy to be out
here,” said St. Jude player Lou
Balestriere.

“I have been in the league for
26 years. I’ve had fun every single
year. This is my fourth time in
the championship, and we are
two-for-three so far, and expect-
ing to make it three-for-four. I
was with Tom Henderson, I think
it was called St. Thomas at the
time, and St. Killian with Harry
Semple. I am looking for a big
win,” said St. George veteran
Floyd Roberts.

Roberts got his wish and so did
his teammates, including leadoff
hitter Gerry Riepe, who was in
his first championship game in

his entire 22-year history (ac-
cording to stats experts). Riepe,
who had three RBI and a run
scored, was one of three team-
mates with four hits in the 31-hit
pummeling. Mike White singled
all four times and knocked in five
runs, and Dennis Reilly tapped
four singles and scored twice.

George pitcher John Veglia
(RBI) singled three times, walked
once and scored all four times.
Joe Ursino had three singles,
scored twice and had an RBI. Jeff
Friedlander rapped three singles
and added two RBI. Glenn Gang
tripled, singled and scored twice.
Roberts, Kevin Stines and Coady
Brown each contributed a single,

an RBI and a run scored, and
John DeProspero (RBI) singled
twice and scored twice. Mike
Walch singled, scored twice and
had two RBI.

St. Jude also had a decent
amount of hits with 17. Matt Daly
singled three times and had two
RBI. Daryl Fornuff (RBI), Joe
DeChiaro and Sal Gano each
singled twice. Rob Del Cid singled,
doubled, walked and scored once.
Rich Wustefeld scored twice. Tony
Blasi and Tom DeCataldo each
had an RBI single, and Lou
Messano singled and scored once.

Jude shortstop Messano pulled
off back-to-back slick plays in
the sixth inning. Second baseman
Balestriere pulled off a sneaky,
gotcha putout in the fourth, and
Billy Aumenta made a pair of fine
catches in centerfield. George

shortstop Gang turned a double
play in the second inning, and
third baseman Walch turned an-
other in the third. Leftfielder
Stines grabbed a liner in the
fourth and nailed the runner off
base at second for a double play,
then made a sliding snag in the
fifth just before Walch converted
a diving smother to a putout.

St. Jude scored a run on three
singles in the top of the first, but
St. George retaliated with four
runs on four hits, a dropped fly
ball and a walk. St George then
seized an 8-1 lead with four runs
on five hits in the third. Brown’s
RBI single and Riepe’s two-run
single elevated George’s lead to
11-1 in the fourth.

Del Cid drilled a ground-rule

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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double in the fifth and scored on
Daly’s RBI single, but George
answered with a pair of runs then
added three more on five hits in
the sixth and two more on four
hits in the seventh. Jude doubled
its run count with RBI singles
from Daly and Blasi in the eighth

then George made the score 19-
4 with Robert’s RBI sacrifice fly.

When Gano stepped to the plate
to lead off the ninth, lightning
struck. Both teams immediately
lined up and shook hands.
St. Jude 100 010 02 4
St. George 404 323 21 19

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eighteen minutes of relatively
even play changed abruptly to a
one-sided shelling on the part of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team that
claimed a 3-0 victory over the
Parsippany Hills Lady Vikings in
Scotch Plains on September 7.

The 1-0 Raiders got off 12 shots
on goal in the scoreless first half
and added another 13 in the
second half, while the Vikings
managed only two shots in each
half. Raider goalkeepers, senior
Angela Rastelli, needed only to
make one save in the first half
and freshman Andrea Leitner
made one in the second half.

The Raiders’ constant pressure
really began to show signs of
dominance when middie Jodie

Cornwell ripped a right-to-left
shot that sent Viking goalkeeper
Rochelle Blaire diving to the
ground. Forwards Tori Baliatico,
Kelly Yeager and Paige
Vanbuskirk contributed to the
shelling, and when midfielder
Kathryn Cunningham launched a
corner kick, middle back Alyssa
Riporti would charge in and add
fuel to the firefight.

“She [Riporti] is an athletic kid,
who is a very good soccer player.
She is so strong in the back that
I can use her in the middle and up
front more. The girls played pretty
well for a first game. We are a
very young team. We have some
kids who played very well. Alyssa
in the back, probably one of the
best defenders in the state. Hav-
ing her back there controlling
things is a huge asset. Kathryn

Cunningham and Jodie Cornwell
in the middle and up top, we
have two very fast kids with Kelly
Yeager and Tori Baliatico. They
put a lot of pressure on them
then they come with Paige
Vanbuskirk, who played a great
game for us today,” Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing said.

Blaire had a very busy day and
made 19 saves.

“Their goalie was very good.
She had very good saves, but it
was our mistake by not playing
to the corners, which gave her an
advantage of saving,” Baliatico
said.

“She was very athletic. I think
we made her look a little bit
better with point blank shots, but
she made some very nice saves
that kept them in the game, but
we really took it to them. The

SPF’S JODIE CORNWELL, TORI BALIATICO, PAIGE VANBUSKIRK FIRE IN ONE GOAL APIECE

Soccer Raiders Rise to Level Par. Hills Lady Vikings, 3-0
first half, we had 12 shots. In the
second half, I’m sure it was more
than that,” Coach Ewing said.

The Raiders’ constant batter-
ing finally paid off when Cornwell
received a pass and tapped a
shot into the lower right side of
the net with 25:40 remaining in
the game.

According to Cornwell, “Alyssa
dribbled through a lot of people,
passed the ball. I dribbled past
one person and tapped it into the
net. Alyssa definitely helped us
out in the back. She is a good
player to have.”

Within a very short span of 15
seconds, Baliatico, on an assist
from Vanbuskirk, slid a goal past

Blaire.
“It was right off of their kick.

They served really high and Paige
got the ball and pushed it through.
I dribbled up and shot it right
under the goalie,” Baliatico ex-
plained.

In less than three minutes,
Vanbuskirk took a pass and con-
verted it to goal number three.

“I had a ball passed to me from
about the 18 from Jill Lapidus. I
turned around the defender and
scored,” said Vanbuskirk, who
added, “I was happy how we
performed. A lot of teams doubt
us, because we graduated a lot
of players. We came out to prove
that we are still the same team.”

The 3-0 spread allowed the
Raiders to bring in their reserveProbitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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players, but the pressure on the
Viking defenders remained.

“We know how to pressure from
our formation, a 4-4-2. Every-
one has to step up and mark. By
our pressuring, we didn’t allow
them to get to our defense and
we kept it on our offense,”

Baliatico said.
“We came out with a lot of

energy. It was a really good start
to the season. This gives us mo-
mentum,” Cornwell said.
Parsippany Hills 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 3 3
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By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford’s Town-
ship Committee, on Tuesday
night, resolved to authorize an
application for the 2013 Union
County Kids Recreation Fund
Grant (UC-KR Grant) and to es-
tablish a “Complete Streets”
policy that would improve path-
ways for pedestrians and cyclists.

The committee also discussed
the resignation of Township Ad-
ministrator Joseph Hartnett, on-
going capital projects, matters
of litigation, and a new opportu-
nity to stream TV-35 program-
ming content online.

The committee debated whether
to apply for the UC-KR Grant. The
three projects in the application
are a re-grading of the field at
Sherman Park, purchase of play-
ground equipment for Roosevelt
Park and construction of a field
house-concession stand or bath-
room for Memorial Field Park.

Although the deadline to apply
is nearing, several commission-
ers expressed reservations about
the town’s ability to match the
county’s funding contributions,
particularly on the Memorial Field
Park project.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins, the
sole commissioner to ultimately
vote “no” on authorizing the ap-
plication, said that without con-
firmed financial support from the
board of education, which owns
the property at Memorial Field,
the town should not commit to
the project. He noted that Union
County has criticized Cranford for
previous failures to utilize granted
money for projects it could not
match. Mayor Thomas Hannen,
Jr. assured Commissioner Kalnins
that previously unused grant
monies were now being used.

The committee had no reserva-
tions about resolving to establish
a “Complete Streets” policy for

Cranford. “There’s a lot of energy
behind this,” said Deputy Mayor
Edward O’ Malley, noting the speed
with which Rebecca Hoeffler, who
proposed the policy, had gathered
a task force and produced specific
recommendations. The policy will
entail design adjustments to
Cranford streets to increase us-
ability for cyclists, pedestrians and
public-transportation users.

Citizens and commissioners
alike took time to lament Mr.
Hartnett’s recent resignation an-
nouncement. According to a Sep-
tember 3 NJ.com article by Frank
Mustac, Mr. Hartnett’s resigna-
tion letter mentioned “philosophi-
cal differences over how the town-
ship should be managed
[that]…could not be resolved
under this form of government.”

Mary O’Connor, a citizen and plan-
ning board member, asked whether
the town had implemented changes
to the township code, recom-
mended in a 2008 charter study, to
increase the township
administrator’s autonomy. Mayor
Hannen replied that “90 percent”
of the changes had been imple-
mented, and further bylaws were
adopted this year to strengthen
the administrator’s role.

Mr. Hartnett will continue to
serve as administrator until a
suitable replacement can be
found. Commissioner Kevin
Campbell praised Mr. Hartnett,
saying, “He is fully engaged with
the town and I haven’t seen any
dropoff in service [since his an-
nouncement.]”

Mr. Harnett detailed multiple
capital projects that he is still
overseeing, including a shared-
services agreement with Garwood
to resurface Gallows Hill Road, a
fully-funded River Debris clean-
ing project, the delayed-but-pro-
gressing Hillside Avenue Tunnel
project, and information technol-
ogy upgrades to town hall.

Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy provided updates on
township litigation. He said
Cranford had reached a settle-
ment with the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA), which
had counter-sued Cranford after
losing its own suit against New
Jersey’s Department of Environ-
mental Protection for polluting
the Passaic River Watershed.
Cranford declined to pay the
$95,000 settlement requested,
and successfully negotiated a
$25,000 settlement instead.

Mr. McCarthy also reported that
the town’s appeal of the decision
in favor of developers who want
to build on Birchwood Avenue
was proceeding. The town op-
poses the Birchwood develop-
ment because of its placement in
a flood-prone area.  Commis-
sioner Campbell noted that
Cranford is still recovering from
the flooding brought by Hurri-
cane Irene in 2011. He called the
Birchwood development “irratio-
nal” in light of that history.

In other news, Ed Davenport of
Cranford’s TV-35 revealed that
the station will be able to stream
its programming content online
for the next year. The free trial
period came in a package with
some equipment that the station
recently purchased.

Mr. Davenport said the trial
period will give him an opportu-
nity to discern whether Cranford
residents prefer to have an online
viewing option. He also is seek-
ing high-school or adult volun-
teers to help out at the station.

The committee passed two or-
dinances, one to change the
speed limit on Walnut Avenue to
25 m.p.h. from North Avenue to
Lincoln Avenue, and one to man-
date a fee for restaurants that
require a second inspection. The
speed limit ordinance requires
approval at the county level.

Garwood Council Tackles
South Avenue Development

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members agreed Tuesday to pre-
pare resolutions directing the
planning board to conduct rede-
velopment studies on the virtu-
ally abandoned industrial sites
on North and South Avenues.

The study, proposed by Coun-
cilman Bill Nierstedt, will deter-
mine whether Casale Industries
and the old Garwood Paperboard
plant meet the criteria to be de-
clared in need of redevelopment
under the state’s Local and Rede-
velopment Housing law. The dec-
laration is needed before the bor-
ough can rezone the property.

“All that does is say, ‘Hey this
property is in sad shape, that
basically it’s bringing down the
values in the area around it,’” Mr.
Nierstedt said after the meeting.
“It’s allowing the municipality to
embark on the creation of a re-
development plan, which is the
next step.”

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said at
her “state of the borough” meet-
ing last month that the owners
are not interested in selling for
the price buyers are willing to
pay.

She said at one point, there
was a buyer, developer, a con-
tract and a “beautiful project”
but talks fell through. The same
scenario happened a second time,
she said.

Councilman Jim Mathieu ques-
tioned whether the study would
include any consideration of emi-
nent domain. “I just want to make
sure that this council doesn’t in
any way consider eminent do-
main of private property in favor
of another private property,” he
said.

Mr. Nierstedt and Mayor
Quattrocchi assured him it would
not.

“What has been contemplated is

bringing together the owner of the
property and the people who are
interested to try to get them to
negotiate on their own,” Ms.
Quattrocchi said. “It’s getting them
to talk is where we come in.”

Mr. Mathieu also asked whether
it would be appropriate for the
borough to offer tax rebates to
“sweeten the deal.” Ms.
Quattrocchi said anything would
be open for discussion but that
possibility was premature.

He also expressed concern that
property owners were unaware
that the borough was consider-
ing the study. He said their coop-
eration could potentially help. “I
would just caution, people, from
a public relations point of view,
that we represent them, that we
don’t rule over them, just to let
them know, ‘Hey listen. This is
what we’re doing here and we
want to give you a heads up on
it.’”

Mr. Nierstedt said the property
owners are well aware of the
study.

“In terms of being upset, I would
be upset if I lived next door to the
paperboard company. There are
certainly two viewpoints to that.

“Are you required by law to
notify them? No. Are they aware
already? Absolutely,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

However, he said they would
be officially notified and that it
would help to have their consent.

The resolutions will be intro-
duced at the next council meet-
ing.

Council President and Finance
Chairwoman Sara Todisco said
she could not promise that next
year’s property tax hike would
be less than 2 percent per
$100,000 of assessed value. Two
percent is about $60, she said.

Six police officers are changing

Cranford Approves UC Kids Grant,
Adopts ‘Complete Streets’ Policy

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CDC’s Little Shop of
Horrors Opens Oct. 11
CRANFORD - The talented deni-

zens of Skid Row have been re-
hearsing for the upcoming
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
Theatre production of Little Shop
of Horrors, book and lyrics by
Howard Ashman, music by Alan
Menkin.

Down-and-out floral assistant
Seymour Krelborn, played by
Zach Mazouat, becomes an over-
night sensation when he discov-
ers an exotic plant with a myste-
rious craving for fresh blood.

This charming spoof of 1950s
sci-fi movies runs Friday and
Saturday evenings at 8 p.m.
from Friday, October 11, through
Saturday, October 26. For tick-
ets and information, visit
cdctheatre.org or call (908) 276-
7611.

Temple Sisterhood Reveals
Meeting, Upcoming Events

CRANFORD — Jessica Hoff,
president of the Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim,
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, has announced that
the Sisterhood’s first meeting of
the year will be on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, at 8 p.m.

The program will be “Sister-
hood Secrets.” Participants will
learn things about members that
they had no idea about. Prizes
will be awarded for the top win-

ners of Sisterhood Secrets. There
also will be a raffle and door
prizes.

Upcoming events include the
Sisterhood Rummage Sale,
scheduled for Sunday, October
27. Some other program events
being planned include one fea-
turing Flavian, a mind reader, for
the Paid Up Membership Meeting
on Tuesday, October 8; a Vodkas
and Latkas event for Saturday,
November 2; Hanukkah Joint Pro-
gram with Sisterhood and
Hadassah on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 3, and Zumba for the meet-
ing of Tuesday, February 18,
2014.

The Judaica Shop will be open
for shopping. Hospitality Chair-
persons Joan Finkelstein and
Sandi Sussman will serve festive
refreshments. For further infor-
mation, call the temple at (908)
276-9231. Prospective members
are welcome to attend.

Stargazing Party Is
Set at Hanson House
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy will hold a Stargaz-
ing Party on Thursday, Septem-
ber 19, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at the
Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Participants are invited to bring
their own telescope or binoculars
or to take a look through Bill
McClain’s professional telescope.

The program will begin indoors
with a brief introduction followed
by an outdoor stargazing party.
Free star charts will be included.
Donations are appreciated. Inter-
ested persons are asked to re-
spond by calling Cranford Park
and Recreation at (908) 709-7283.

Generator Gate,
Devaney MusicFest and

Scanlon Chainsaw
To Union County Manager Faella

and Chairwoman Carter: Which
is it? First you claim that you do
not know the names of the county
and municipal employees that
took county generators home
during Superstorm Sandy;
hence, you prosecuted Tina
Renna to give up the names and
her sources. Having failed in your
prosecution and having spent
tens of thousands of dollars of
our money, you now claim you
have all the names and the mat-
ter is being handled as an inter-
nal personnel matter.

So why did you spend taxpayer
money to get what you now claim
you already had? Thanks Free-
holders for another investigation
done by the Union County
playbook.

The citizens of Union County are
left to swallow the same outcome
as the Devaney Musicfest investi-
gation and Scanlon chainsaw in-
vestigation - no action taken.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

classes and will each receive a
$12,000 salary increase, which
translates to a $35 increase. “So
you can see, we already know
that – one piece of the puzzle is
$35,” Ms. Todisco said. “And of
course, there will be other items
that we can’t predict right now,
health care, pension...” The com-
ment was in response to a ques-
tion posed by Bruce Paterson of
Willow Avenue at the August 27
meeting who wanted the council
to promise not to increase taxes
more than 2 percent.

Mr. Mathieu said he did make
that promise. “I want to reiterate
it in public, on the record. I will
not vote for a budget with more
than a 2 percent tax increase.”

Mr. Paterson told the council
during public comments: “I just
got my tax bill today. It is $8,700.”

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli in-
formed the council that the re-
sults from additional testing on
soil at the Athletic Field Complex
were “consistent” with previous
findings by the borough. The dis-
closure, which means there is no
greater contamination, prompted
council members to enter an un-
scheduled executive session at
the conclusion of the meeting.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
recommended the executive ses-

sion because Flanagan Contract-
ing Group, the builder of the site,
has threatened to sue the bor-
ough over the removal of the soil.

Council members did not take
any action on a proposed bor-
ough-wide reassessment. Tax As-
sessor Annmarie Switzer recom-
mended against a reevaluation
at last month’s meeting, arguing
the action carried a high risk of
increased county taxes without
providing much benefit to the
municipality or its taxpayers.

Ms. Todisco, who is against a
reevaluation, suggested an in-
formal vote but no one made a
motion. Mr. Mathieu has repeat-
edly questioned the “fairness”
and “morality” of using an as-
sessment last conducted in 1984.

Garwood Tackles South Ave. Dev.

Music NJLessons to
Host Recital

GARWOOD - On Saturday, Sep-
tember 21, from 5-6 p.m.
MusicNJLessons.com will host
their first annual music student
recital and new student info ses-
sion  at The Crossroads, 78 North
Avenue, Garwood.

Selections within the recital will
include cultural songs, familiar
children’s tunes, TV and Broad-
way themes, as well as current
pop/rock selections.

For questions or more informa-
tion, call (908) 294-1474 or visit
www.MusicNJLessons.com.

Rigano Earns Graduate
Arts Award

GARWOOD – Louie Rigano of
Garwood was recently awarded
a Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
Graduate Arts Award, which is
the nation’s most generous inde-
pendent scholarship for gradu-
ate study in the arts.

The foundation provides up to
$50,000 per year for up to three
years to selected students “with
exceptional artistic or creative
promise” looking to pursue gradu-
ate degrees in the visual arts, per-
forming arts or creative writing.

This fall, Louie will begin a two
year stint at the Royal College of
Art in London, where he will pur-
sue a Masters of Art degree in the
schools renowned Design Prod-
ucts department. Louie attended
Arthur L. Johnson High School in

Clark and gradu-
ated with a Bach-
elor of Fine Art
degree in Indus-
trial Design and
Environmental
Studies from the
Rhode Island
School of Design.
He later studied

traditional craft techniques in Ja-
pan for a year on a Fulbright
Fellowship.”

Louie Rigano

Letter to the Editor

Floraphile Club Posts
Welcome Back Tea

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will hold
its Welcome Back Tea on Mon-
day, September 16, from 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. at the Hanson House,
located at 38 Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

Along with some light refresh-
ments, participants will be treated
to a short presentation on various
types of tea and their origins. They
also will welcome new members,
receive new yearbooks and re-
view club programs for the year.

The club additionally will con-
duct a collection for Cranford Fam-
ily Care. Attendees are asked to
consider bringing an item to do-
nate. Cranford Family Care is in
great need of paper goods, canned
goods and grocery store gift cards.

As always, guests are welcome.
For more information about join-
ing the Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or upcoming events, con-
tact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net. Interested
persons also are invited to like the
club on Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.


