
Page 8  Thursday, September 12, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

– Obituaries –

College Club Announces
Community Calendar Sale

FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains has an-
nounced that its Community Date
Calendar, which it has published
for 50 years, is once again available
for sale.

The calendar is based on the aca-
demic school year and lists all events
taking place in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains. It also contains all of the
pertinent contact information for
schools, houses of worship, hotlines
and local advertisers. The cost of the
calendar is $10.

The calendars are available at the
following locations: Scotch Plains
Public Library, Fanwood Memorial
Library, Norman’s Hallmark store,
Young’s Paint and Varnish, Apple
Blossom Flower Shop and Di
Francesco Realty, or from any Col-
lege Club member.

Since this also is the 80th anniver-
sary of the founding of the College
Club, the photographs on the front
cover show members of the club and
this year’s scholarship recipients. The

membership photo was taken at Pon-
derosa Park, and the scholarship re-
cipients were photographed at the
Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains.

Each year the calendar features
an advertiser who has been a sup-
porter for at least 25 years. This
year the club selected Di Francesco
Realty as its advertiser of the year.
Established by lifelong resident
Paul Di Francesco, the real estate
firm has served the needs of the
communities since the 1960s. Marie
Di Francesco Leppert, sister of the
owner and a veteran member of the
College Club, is employed at Di
Francesco Realty.

This year, Young’s Paint and Var-
nish has been an advertiser in the
calendar for 50 years.

This year the College Club awarded
$31,000 in scholarships to 12 young
women in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. Sales of the Community
Calendar is one of the biggest
fundraisers for these scholarships.

Lawrence E. Playford, 77, Army Veteran;
Had Been Special Agent For the FBI

Lawrence E. Playford, 77, passed
away on Wednesday, September 4,
2013, at Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Hospital in New York City.

Born in Jackson, Mich., Mr.
Playford was a resident of Westfield,
N.J. since 1946. He was a graduate of
Holy Trinity High School in Westfield
and St. Peter’s College in Jersey City.
He was honorably discharged from
the United States Army in 1962.

Mr. Playford was a Special Agent
for the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion and during his career was as-
signed to Bureau offices in Phoenix,
Jacksonville, Pensacola, New York
City, and retired from the Newark
office after 22 years of service. He
was a member of the Society for
Former Special Agents of the FBI.

Mr. Playford was the son of the late
George and Marguerite Playford and
was predeceased by his sister, Mary

Anne. He is survived by his wife of 50
years, Rosalie Ann; his son, Lawrence
E. Playford, Jr., and his wife, Ellen, of
New York City; his daughter, Allison
Mary Jacobi, and her husband, Paul,
of Fairfield, Conn.; his nephew, Phillip
Schwartz, and his five beloved grand-
children, Lauren, Catherine, Timothy,
Joan and Stephen.

A Mass of the Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, September
7, at the Roman Catholic Church of
the Holy Trinity in Westfield. Burial
following the Mass took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Mr. Playford’s memory to
the National Shrine of St. Jude,
Claretian Missionaries. Funeral ar-
rangements were under the direction
of the Dooley Colonial Funeral Home
in Westfield.

September 12, 2013

Lila Marion Rose, 85, School Librarian;
Volunteer For Charitable Organizations
Lila Marion Rose (née Graebner),

85, of Mountainside, N.J. passed away
on Sunday, September 1, 2013, at
Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Assisted Living Residence.

Born in Milwaukee, Wis., she was
a graduate of the University of Wis-
consin in Madison. A former resident
of Gibbsboro, Berlin and eventually
Southampton, N.J., Lila was the first
librarian of the Gibbsboro, N.J. El-
ementary School, establishing the li-
brary upon the school expansion in
the early 1960s.

After her retirement, she volun-
teered her services for the Marie
Fleche Memorial Library in Berlin
and other charitable organizations.
She also was an accomplished artist
and seamstress.

She was the beloved wife of the
late Herbert Rose and devoted mother
of the late David B. Rose. She was
predeceased by her parents, John and

Marvel Graebner, and her brother,
John Graebner. She is survived by
her daughter, Melinda Rose Textor,
and her husband, James Textor, of
Westfield, N.J.; nieces, Melissa
Graebner Young, Selene Lofquist and
Michelle Rose; nephew, Jason Rose;
brother-in-law, William Rose, and his
wife, Lois, of Moorestown, N.J., and
sister-in-law, Janet Graebner of
Wausau, Wis.

Lila’s Life Celebration will begin
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, September
14, 2013, at Gray Funeral Directors,
A Life Celebration Home, 318 East
Broad Street, Westfield, where her
Service of Remembrance will follow
at noon Saturday. Memorial contri-
butions may be made in Lila’s
memory to: Mountainside Public Li-
brary, 1 Constitution Plaza,
Mountainside, N.J. 07092.
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Furniture Assist Announces
New Clothing Mission

By C. DAWSON YEOMANS and
PEGGY A. ROTHBAUM, Ph.D.

Furniture Assist is well known
to the community. We are a 501(c)3
that accepts donations of new and
gently-used furniture, appliances
and household goods from indi-
viduals, groups, organizations, cor-
porations and public and private
sources. On Sundays, from 1 to 3
p.m., we hold distribution for pre-
scheduled and pre-screened cli-
ents. At their appointment, clients
come to select items free of charge.

We have always accepted cloth-
ing, but it has not been a main
focus of our organization. After
Superstorm Sandy, in collabora-
tion with the First Congregational
Church of Westfield, the Reformed
Church of Highland Park, and the
employees of Alfonso’s Family
Trattoria, Father Ronald Pollock
of St. John’s Episcopal Church,
and the Lincoln Hose Company 4
(all of Somerville), we success-
fully delivered approximately 250
bags of clothing into the disaster

areas within 10 days. We were
proud to be of service with these
fine organizations and to be
thanked by Governor Christie. It
pointed out the importance of hav-
ing clothing available immediately
when people are in need.

Dawson Yeomans founded Fur-
niture Assist in 2004. Since then, it
has been part of his dream to have a
clothing mission, where Furniture
Assist would be among the first to
provide clothing to those in need,
whether in crisis or as part of daily
life. We hope for the continued sup-
port of the community as we de-
velop this new mission. Volunteers
are needed to sort, label and inven-
tory clothing on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Sundays. In addition, we
need volunteers to help distribute
clothing on Sundays when clients
come for their appointments. To
volunteer or help in another way,
call (973) 868-6007 or visit our
website, www.furnitureassist.com.
Furniture Assist thanks you for your
continued generosity.

‘Living Well Series’ Sept. 18
To Address Caregiver Needs

SUMMIT – The Coalition on
Family Caregiving invites the pub-
lic to attend its Fall “Living Well
Series” program entitled “Taking
Care of Me” on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 18, at 7 p.m. at SAGE
Eldercare, located at 290 Broad
Street in Summit.

Presented by Deanna Butters, di-
rector of SAGE’s Spend A Day
Adult Health Center, this program
is designed to identify and manage
stressors in a caregiver’s environ-
ment. Ms. Butters will discuss the
importance of physical activity and
maintaining one’s mental health as
a caregiver. She also will review the
physical changes that happen to
someone who is stressed and what
stress-relieving techniques are
available for caregivers.

“Taking Care of Me” is all about
caregivers being good to them-
selves, giving themselves praise and
acknowledging the work they are
doing.

There is no charge to attend the
presentation and light refreshments
will be served. Advance reservations
are requested by calling (908) 598-
5548 or e-mailing
education@sageeldercare.org. At-
tendees also will have an opportunity
to participate in a question-and-an-
swer session after the presentation.

The “Living Well Series” of semi-
nars is designed to help people with
specific illnesses and their
caregivers better understand the
condition and manage their symp-
toms so they can lead as active and
as healthy a life as possible. The
series also addresses the needs and
issues of caregivers.

This presentation is being held in
connection with SAGE Eldercare’s
P.R.E.P. (People Responsible for
Elderly Persons) support group,
which is open to the public and
meets at 7 p.m. on the third Wednes-
day of every month at 290 Broad
Street in Summit. SAGE Eldercare
is a community resource that offers
a comprehensive array of programs
and services for older adults and
caregivers, promoting indepen-
dence and quality of life. For more
information on SAGE, call (908)
273-5550 or visit sageeldercare.org.

The Coalition on Family
Caregiving, formed in 2003, is a
group of community-based organi-
zations, businesses and individuals
whose mission is to assist family
caregivers by offering support, edu-
cation and information on resources
and services. Its resource and refer-
ral network is available at no cost.
For more information, visit the
organization’s website, cfcares.org.

Westfield Library to Present
Ultimate Eclectic Experience

East Broad Street.
Matt Daniel is a musician with a

high-energy repertoire that includes
his original compositions written in
different styles, including jazz, Latin,
blues and rock ‘n’ roll. He calls his
program the “Ultimate Eclectic Expe-
rience” because it is designed to trans-
form the musical experience, giving
the listener more ways to relate to and
understand the music, and making the
performance a more personal, inter-
active experience. Mr. Daniel’s per-
formance integrates nearly all genres
of music, enhanced with his own touch.

This event will be free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MU-
RAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To see
if a library participates, visit the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Calendar link, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day, and Sunday hours of 1 to 5 p.m.
will resume on September 22.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present Matt
Daniel’s “Ultimate Eclectic Experi-
ence” on Wednesday, September 18,
at 7 p.m. The library is located at 550

Historical Society to Present
Night of ‘Sinatra and Pasta’

plished singer-entertainer Chris
“Sinatra” Jago, who mirrors the voice
and style of the legendary Frank
Sinatra. Mr. Jago will take guests
back in time through his live perfor-
mance of favorite tunes for which
Sinatra was famous during the 1940s
through the 1980s.

During the evening, a three-course
Italian pasta dinner, prepared by popu-
lar local chefs Sal and Darlene
Candarella, will be served. Admis-
sion is $35. Advance reservations by
Friday, September 20, are required.

Mr. Jago, who performs a full rep-
ertoire of Sinatra music, has been
entertaining guests at weddings, tal-
ent shows and tribute shows through-
out New Jersey and New York for the
past several years.

For further information and to pur-
chase tickets for the “Saturday Night
with Sinatra and Pasta” event, call
(908) 709-0434 or (908) 709-0391.

Proceeds will benefit the Kenilworth
Historical Society’s “Give the House
a Lift” campaign, an ongoing fund-
raising endeavor to obtain an elevator
that will make the newly restored
Oswald J. Nitschke House “living his-
tory” museum and cultural arts center
fully accessible to everyone.

KENILWORTH — The
Kenilworth Historical Society will
present “Saturday Night with Sinatra
and Pasta,” an evening of music and
Italian cuisine, on Saturday, Septem-
ber 28, from 6 to 11 p.m. at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street.

This event will feature music, for
listening and dancing, by accom-

Workshops to Focus
On Wearable Art

SCOTCH PLAINS — This fall, the
Scotch Plains Public Library will
present two workshops where attend-
ees can create unique wearable art.
The first will take place next Thurs-
day, September 19, at 7 p.m., as local
artist Connie Pinkowski demonstrates
how to turn summer beach treasures
into one-of-a-kind jewelry. Attendees
can bring their own “found” objects or
use those provided by Ms. Pinkowski.

On Wednesday, October 23, at 6
p.m., local artist Vicki Parker will
lead a workshop on creating dog-
themed wearable art. Materials will
be provided for all registered attend-
ees. This workshop coincides with
the library’s Adopt-a-Dog Month
Gallery exhibit, which will be on
display October 5 to 29.

This program is free and open to
adults and teens in grades 6 through 12
accompanied by an adult. Attendees
are encouraged to register through the
library’s website, scotlib.org, by call-
ing (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue,
in the center of the township.

‘Movies Under the Stars’
To Feature The Lorax

WESTFIELD — To help cel-
ebrate the Westfield Area “Y”’s
90th anniversary, Spencer Savings
Bank and the Westfield Area “Y”
invite the community to a free fam-
ily movie night with “Movies Un-
der the Stars” at the Elm Street
Field in Westfield on Friday, Sep-
tember 20.

Attendees are invited to bring a
lawn chair or blanket and enjoy an
evening outdoors with family and
friends. The featured film, Dr.
Seuss’ The Lorax, is an animated
adventure following the journey
of a boy as he searches for the one
thing that will enable him to win
the affection of the girl of his
dreams. To find it, he must dis-
cover the story of the Lorax, the
grumpy yet charming creature who
fights to protect his world.

There will be free gifts for the
first 500 attendees. Door prizes
will be raffled off and freshly
popped popcorn/refreshments will
be served in exchange for a small

donation. All proceeds will benefit
the Westfield Area “Y.”

The movie will begin at dusk,
around 7:15 p.m. Participants are
advised to arrive early for a good
spot. The rain date is scheduled for
Saturday, September 21.

College Club Slates
Clothing Drive

FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will hold
its annual clothing drive on Saturday,
September 21, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Requested items include cloth-
ing, belts, handbags, backpacks, hats,
briefcases, linens, blankets, pillows,
quilts, towels, drapes, stuffed ani-
mals, bicycles and small hard toys.
Shoes have to be bagged separately.

Donations can be dropped off at 59
Russell Road in Fanwood. For more
information, call Cathy at (908) 322-
1362. This fundraiser will benefit the
College Club Scholarship Fund. Do-
nations are tax-deductible.

Fanwood Library Friends
To Host 27th Fall Book Sale

FANWOOD — The Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library
will hold their 27th Annual Fall
Book Sale Thursday through Sun-
day, September 19 to 22.

A special feature of this event
will be sorted categories. Brows-
ers will find sections devoted ex-
clusively to history, romance, clas-
sics, art, cookbooks, politics,
crafts, science, parenting, children
and general fiction. The Friends
also collect DVDs and CDs, but no
longer any toys or games.

The sale netted $10,000 last year,
and this year the goal is to reach
$11,000. Library budget cuts over
the last few years mean that
fundraisers like this are vital to
continuing the library’s mission
and providing programs and ser-
vices for all ages throughout the
year.

In preparation for the sale, the
Friends welcome donations of
lightly used hardcover and paper-
back books, DVDs and CDs at 153
Forest Road, the red brick build-
ing. Collection dates at Forest Road
Park are as follows: Friday, Sep-

tember 13, 3 to 8 p.m.; Saturday,
September 14, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Monday, September 16, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Tuesday, September 17, 3 to
8 p.m., and Wednesday, September
18, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The sale, to be held at Forest
Road Park, will get underway on
Thursday, September 19, from 4 to
8 p.m. This first day of the sale will
be open to Friends of both the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains librar-
ies. Anyone may purchase a mem-
bership, starting at $15, at the door.
The Friends have requested no
scanners, cell phones or dealers,
although dealers will be welcome
on all other dates. Subsequent sale
dates will be Friday, September
20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday,
September 21, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and Sunday, September 22, noon
to 4 p.m. ($7 bag day).

To assist with the sale or to get
more information,  visi t
fanwoodlibrary.org and click on
Friends. For other inquiries, con-
tact  Friends President Carol
Campell at (908) 322-9179 or e-
mail campell@verizon.net.

Yetta Draper, 85, Was Photojournalist;
Maritz Market Research Branch Mgr.

Yetta Draper, 85, formerly of
Westfield and currently of Fanwood,
N.J., passed away peacefully at home
on Friday, August 30, 2013, with her
daughters by her side.

Born and raised in Hamburg, N.Y.,
Yetta was the daughter of the late
William and Henrietta Kronenberg.
A graduate of Centenary College,
Yetta went on to marry her true love,
Ray Draper. The two began their
marriage as young photojournalists
traveling the United States and
Mexico. Throughout those years,
Yetta gained a profound interest in
American Indian Reservations. Ray’s
later occupation took his young fam-
ily to the New York area, where they
settled in Westfield. After raising her
children, Yetta returned to work, cre-
ating a career that elevated her to
branch manager for Maritiz Market
Research.

Yetta will be remembered for her

creative entertaining, loving and car-
ing nature and her generosity to chari-
ties that made a difference.

Yetta was predeceased by her hus-
band, Ray, in 2005. She is survived
by her daughters, Shaun Draper and
her husband, Jack Burrows, of New
York City and Ocean Grove, N.J. and
Stacey Draper of Fanwood, N.J., in
addition to many loving cousins and
truly wonderful friends.

A memorial service for Yetta will
be held at Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street, Westfield, on Sat-
urday, September 28, 2013, at 11
a.m. A luncheon will follow at the
family’s home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to St. Joseph’s Indian School,
P.O. Box 300, Chamberlain, S.D.
57325 or the World Wildlife Fund,
P.O. Box 97180, Washington, D.C.,
20090-7180.
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Temple Sisterhood Reveals
Meeting, Upcoming Events

CRANFORD — Jessica Hoff,
president of the Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim,
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, has announced that the
Sisterhood’s first meeting of the
year will be on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 17, at 8 p.m.

The program will be “Sisterhood
Secrets.” Participants will learn
things about members that they
had no idea about. Prizes will be
awarded for the top winners of
Sisterhood Secrets. There also will
be a raffle and door prizes.

Upcoming events include the Sis-
terhood Rummage Sale, scheduled
for Sunday, October 27. Some other

program events being planned in-
clude one featuring Flavian, a mind
reader, for the Paid Up Member-
ship Meeting on Tuesday, October
8; a Vodkas and Latkas event for
Saturday, November 2; Hanukkah
Joint Program with Sisterhood and
Hadassah on Tuesday, December
3, and Zumba for the meeting of
Tuesday, February 18, 2014.

The Judaica Shop will be open
for shopping. Hospitality Chair-
persons Joan Finkelstein and Sandi
Sussman will serve festive refresh-
ments. For further information, call
the temple at (908) 276-9231. Pro-
spective members are welcome to
attend.

Oasis Church to Commence
Services at Second Location
AREA — Beginning this Sunday,

September 15, Oasis-Church-NJ.com,
a New Jersey contemporary, casual
Christian church, will hold weekly
services on Sundays at 10 a.m. at the
Regal Hadley Cinema Movie Theater.
The theater is located at 1000 Corpo-
rate Court in South Plainfield.

This will be the second perma-
nent location for Oasis Church,
which already meets Sundays at 11
a.m. at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renais-
sance, located at 250 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

The church originally began in Sep-
tember 2010, with a vision to minister
to people who would not normally go
to a church. In keeping with that vi-
sion, the church meets in non-tradi-

tional worship venues such as wed-
ding ballrooms and movie theaters in
hopes of meeting people where they
feel more comfortable. Oasis Church
features a band and relevant messages
from the Bible that both young and old
can apply in their lives.

“We are a growing church family
that welcomes people from all back-
grounds, no matter where they are in
their spiritual journey,” said Lead Pas-
tor David Butler. “September 15 just
happens to be National Back to Church
Sunday. Why not bring your friends
and family on that day, and experience
an awesome time?”

For more information, visit Oasis-
Church-NJ.com or call Pastor Butler
at (732) 406-7821.

Stargazing Party Is
Set at Hanson House
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy will hold a Stargazing
Party on Thursday, September 19,
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at the Hanson
House, located at 38 Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford.

Participants are invited to bring
their own telescope or binoculars or
to take a look through Bill McClain’s
professional telescope.

The program will begin indoors
with a brief introduction followed by
an outdoor stargazing party. Free star
charts will be included. Donations
are appreciated. Interested persons
are asked to respond by calling
Cranford Park and Recreation at (908)
709-7283.


