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Letters to
the Editor

Scotch Plains Consultant’s Report Let
Slip An Important Budget Tidbit

Now that the summer is ending and
the November election for a Scotch
Plains Township Council seat is fast
approaching, it is a good time to re-
view Scotch Plains’ financial situa-
tion. The town’s finances were ob-
scured in the news over the summer by
the Mayor’s endorsement of Republi-
can Governor Christie and an exciting
Township Council meeting on Shady
Rest/Scotch Hills.

You may recall that the current town
budget included quite a bit of increased
spending. The increases were largely
due to salary increases and higher costs
for new outside service providers hired
by Mayor Glover and the Democrat
majority. Reining in spending was not a
priority. Only the public library saw its
budget cut. (The Democrat cuts have
resulted in the library now being closed
all day on Sundays and on Mondays
until 1 p.m.) The current budget also
saw a relatively low municipal tax in-
crease. There was a red flag, however;
the tax increase was less than the over-
all increase in town spending.

The simple math of that imbalance led
many to wonder how, on paper at least,
the spending increase was being funded.
Many suspected that the imbalance was
being papered over by unrealistically
low spending projections, using cash
from the town’s sewer utility, overly
optimistic revenue projections and by
using up the town’s reserves which had
been built up and carefully maintained
in prior years. It was pointed out that the
purpose of the sleight-of-hand tactics
used by the Mayor and the Democrat
majority on the Township Council was
to obfuscate what they were doing – low
balling expenses, over-estimating rev-
enues and using reserves in order to
postpone necessary tax increases in or-
der to make themselves look good with
their first budget since they took over
control of the Township Council.

Now we have evidence that this is
exactly what Mayor Glover and the
Democrats were doing. Last week the
Township Council received a report
from a consultant it hired to determine
if the sewer utility could be closed and

the sewers brought back into the town-
ship budget. (It can’t, at least not with-
out a public referendum.)

The consultant’s report, apparently
without realizing the damming effect
on the Mayor and the Democrat major-
ity, let slip an important budget tidbit.
The consultant’s report, prepared after
discussions with the township’s finan-
cial people, estimated that even without
dealing with the sewer issue, taxes next
year will rise by about $400,000 over
and above the increase allowed by the 2
percent state mandated tax levy limit.
Obviously non-political people with fi-
nancial expertise concluded that last
year’s budget underestimated expenses,
overestimated revenue, left us with in-
adequate reserves, or all of the above.
This is just as some of us Republicans
who were paying attention predicted
would be the case.

So in 2014 Scotch Plains residents
are in for a hefty tax increase to make up
for this year’s fiscal shenanigans – a tax
increase over and above the 2 percent
state limit and, needless to say, substan-
tially higher than last year’s tax in-
crease. It seems that the Mayor and his
Democrat majority did not work enough
of their “budget magic” to hide the
shaky state of the township’s finances
beyond this November’s election.

Llewellyn Jones, a Republican with
significant financial experience, is run-
ning in the November election against
Mr. Beckerman, a loyal member of
Mayor Glover’s Democrat majority and
a consistent supporter of the Mayor.
We’ve had enough political games. It
is time to put Scotch Plains’ finances
back on solid footing. Let’s start ex-
amining spending, cutting what’s in-
appropriate (and that’s not the library),
and making the difficult decisions we
need our Township Council to make in
order to get our township’s finances
back on track.

This November voters in Scotch
Plains will have a chance to head back
in the right direction and a vote for Mr.
Jones will start us down that road.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Westfield Needs Peak Time One–Seat
Direct Train Service to Manhattan

Mayor Skibitsky To
Improve Comm. To
Enhance the Town

The Town of Westfield is full of tal-
ented, creative, and passionate indi-
viduals with great ideas for the better-
ment of our community. Because I be-
lieve that input from residents is invalu-
able, I promised to improve communi-
cation between the council and resi-
dents. I have kept that promise.

Since taking office, I have met with
hundreds of residents during my Satur-
day morning office hours. Through these
meetings I have enjoyed getting to know
many residents, listening to their con-
cerns and suggestions, and acting upon
those suggestions. I have also improved
communication between county and
state officials to help bring the state’s
resources to Westfield. During Hurri-
cane Sandy, thousands tuned-in to a
town-wide conference call in which
our county Freeholder, Al Mirabella,
and legislative representatives, Tom
Kean, Jr. and Jon Bramnick, partici-
pated. Residents were kept informed of
the status of the town through the town’s
website, e-mail, Twitter and Facebook.

We have also made the town’s website
more user-friendly to keep residents
well informed. The minutes of council
and committee meetings are now regu-
larly posted on the town’s updated
website. In addition to presenting the
full budget during a public meeting, the
budget is posted in its entirety on the
website. Taxpayers also receive an an-
nual letter detailing the year’s budget so
that it is clear exactly how our tax
dollars are being used.

Thank you to those who have taken
the time to meet with me on Saturday
mornings, call Town Hall, and speak at
council meetings to make your ideas
heard. If re-elected, I will continue to
foster communication between you and
your elected representatives so that we
can work together to make Westfield an
even greater place to live and raise a
family.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
Candidate for Reelection

Last month NJ Transit and our Mayor
announced with a bit of fanfare that in
the spring Westfield will be getting a
pilot program one-seat non-peak direct
train to Manhattan.

This is plainly not enough. And it
should not be limited to a pilot project.

The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, a
non-partisan group of mayors and oth-
ers, has been fighting for 15 years to get
direct train service to Manhattan.
Westfield hasn’t paid its dues to main-
tain its membership since 2008. If
elected Mayor, I will work relentlessly
with the Coalition to achieve direct
service for Westfield’s commuters work-
ing in the city. There is now no reason,
other than politics, why Westfield’s resi-
dents cannot get a 35-minute, one-seat
direct peak time commute to Manhat-
tan in the mornings.

In 2010, Governor Chris Christie can-
celled New Jersey’s support for the
construction of the ARC Project. ARC
included the building of another tunnel
under the Hudson River, which would
have doubled the number of trains trav-
eling during rush hour to and from
Manhattan and thus guaranteeing
Westfield meaningful direct train ser-
vice. While our Mayor had publicly
supported ARC, he fell in line and said
not one word when the Governor can-
celled the project.

The Raritan Valley line is powered
by diesel locomotives. Only electric
powered engines are allowed through
the tunnel. What makes the single non-
peak direct service now available to us
is the purchase and delivery of dual-
powered locomotive engines that oper-
ate on both diesel fuel and electricity.
NJ Transit is purchasing 36 of these
dual-powered locomotive engines and
Westfield deserves better than limited
direct off-peak service.

These locomotives were purchased
specifically to provide direct service to
Manhattan on the non-electrified rail
lines like ours. Now that we have the
locomotives but no ARC tunnel, we
should be treated fairly with respect to
the existing train slots into and out of
Manhattan. Westfield needs to work

with the Coalition and other allies to
demand that we get our fair share of
direct-dual purpose runs through the
Hudson tunnel during peak and off-
peak times, weekdays as well as week-
ends.

The ridership on our line justifies
two trains per hour during peak week-
day commuting times having direct
single-seat rides into Manhattan. The
benefits from this would flow to all of
Westfield’s residents whether they com-
muted or not. Westfield’s commuters
would save time, anxiety and the hassle
of having to rush from track to track
hoping they can catch the train. All
Westfield homeowners will see a ben-
efit through an increase in their prop-
erty values. The non-partisan Regional
Plan Association of New York and New
Jersey released a study demonstrating
that Raritan Valley Line towns would
see a 30 percent increase in property
values with direct train service.

Martin Robins, a Westfield resident
and one of Union County’s three repre-
sentatives to the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition, has asked residents to con-
tact James Weinstein, NJ Transit chair-
man; and James Simpson, New Jersey
Commissioner of Transportation, to let
them know how important the Raritan
Valley single-seat ride is. To facilitate
this effort, I have an electronic petition
accessible from my website, which you
can sign. To sign the petition please go
to www.davehaas4mayor.

We need a mayor willing to deal with
issues affecting Westfield which can
only be addressed through active en-
gagement with non-partisan coalitions.
Just as I would join Mayors Against
Illegal Guns, I would have the Town of
Westfield join the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition. While I thought it was cer-
tainly better late than never to see the
Town Council invite the Coalition to
address it this past June, one informa-
tion session and one press release is not
the kind of sustained effort Westfield
deserves from our town government. I
ask for your vote in November.

Councilman Dave Haas
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Ward 4 Candidate Walsh Calls For
Opening Things Up on Council

I am running for town council from
the 4th Ward because I see a drift back
towards the old ways that the dominant
party is using to govern and we need to
open things up.

When I served on town council from
1997 to 2000, we opened up the budget
meetings on both the operating and
capital items to the press and the public.
Valuable input was received from the
public who participated. The impor-
tance of doing so cannot be overesti-
mated. Being presented with a final
product spreadsheet with budget items
makes it impossible to determine ex-
actly what the council is proposing.
The public participation in the budget
meetings enables us to know why we
are spending the funds on certain items
and where is the money coming from.

As examples of the disadvantages of
closed budget meetings, in the past 10
years, both the sale of assets account
and the surplus have been reduced to
zero to pay for operating expenses. We
now have no flexibility in the middle of
a budget year for any emergent ex-
penses without an extraordinary appro-
priation leaving us open for untimely
and inconvenient levies and assess-

ments. The town would have benefited
from an open discussion on the wisdom
of completely draining these accounts.

I have no objection to different com-
mittees handling the budget requests of
the departments and making recom-
mendations to the council, but these
committee meetings should be opened
to the public, even though not required
by the Open Public Records Act.

As a previous chairman of the Public
Works Committee on the Council, I
“sunshined” all of our meetings and
made public the minutes of the meet-
ings to provide complete transparency,
despite not being required by law to do
so. We should resume that practice.

John J. Walsh
Ward 4 Council Candidate

Westfield

Years May Pass, Lives Move On,
But We Will Never Forget

Are Roof Mounted Solar Panels a
Firefighter Electrocution Hazard?

In honor of you, and the 3,000 people who died in
the World Trade Center, the hijackings and subse-
quent crashes of American Airlines Flight 11, United
Airlines Flight 175, American Airlines Flight 77 and
United Airlines Flight 93, we remember you. We
will never forget you.

We will never quite be able to celebrate an anniver-
sary, attend a wedding, witness a birth, or even look
in the sky the same way again without thinking of
you and everything that was lost that day 12 years
ago.

Yesterday, as on every anniversary of 9/11, your
name was read at a yearly ritual at the site of the
attack by the someone who misses you, who still
loves you. Our leaders asked us, as Americans, to
observe a moment of silence. For many, that silence
was filled with personal remembrances, prayers and
thoughts of you.

Terrorism is not new, but the horrific brutality
and loss of human life and physical property that
occurred that day made a lasting impression on us.
We have tried to move on, but will continue to look
back. The pain was deep and the healing is slow, but
we want to make sure you know our future includes

you.
In April of last year, One World Trade Center

(Freedom Tower) became the tallest building in New
York City, more than a decade after the destruction
that occurred that beautiful September morning.
The spire, which stands a symbolic 1,776 feet above
the ground, conveys our resilience. The tower re-
claims the skyline, left vacant and empty after the
Twin Towers were gone.

Your name is etched in the bronze panels of the 9/
11 Memorial at Ground Zero. I think you would be
happy to know it is visited daily by thousands of
people from all over the world. You see, you may be
gone but you will never be forgotten.

It is with feeling of loss and sadness that we look
back on September 11, 2001. We revisit often the
days that followed, the sense of community that
emerged, the coming together as a nation. You will
forever be included in an important part of our
country’s history.

As we commemorate the 12th anniversary of the
day that changed our lives forever, we still struggle
for answers. One answer I think we can all agree on.

We will never forget.

Governmental policies on solar energy has always
puzzled us. This was again brought to light when
hearing about the warehouse in south Jersey burning
to the ground because firefighters had no way to deal
with the electrocution dangers posed by the solar
panels on the roof.

We have been skeptical of solar panel projects in
the past because they are not financially viable
without being propped up by taxpayer subsidies.
Okay, help the U.S. solar technology development,
we conceded, even though we taxpayers are footing
much of the bill.

But what smokes this dream is when we end up
buying the solar panels from China with our money
and putting our people out of work. One example
was Rutgers University installing solar panels at a
cost of greater than $10 million to save $200,000 per
year in electricity. The project was artificially propped
up with $5 million of taxpayer money. The project
was a dreadful economic venture on a standalone
basis, although perhaps worthwhile if advancing
Governor Chris Christie’s goal of making New Jer-
sey a solar energy leader of the world and providing
jobs. On that basis, the project could make sense –
especially if Rutgers engineering students studied
the performance and developed improvements –
perhaps even forming partnerships with New Jersey
manufacturers.

But then the head-spinning began. The solar pan-

els came from China – not the U.S., and, certainly,
not from New Jersey. Ces imbéciles sont nous.

The order went to China because they are cheaper,
and China is not burdened by Obamacare and other
such follies. The coup de grâce is that China’s
government bank artificially subsidizes the export
of these solar panels to ensure Americans’ can’t
compete.

We are all dedicated to meeting our energy needs
and want to be the best at it. Solar energy can be a
good part of the mix, properly developed and ap-
plied. It seems we may not have done our best work,
though, on this matter.

Many rooftop solar panel systems are now in place
in the county. County government alone has fostered
30 installations. How many homes, schools, librar-
ies and businesses have rooftop systems? Are these
installations a hazard? We urge that the scope of the
problem be measured as the first step. Then solu-
tions can be found.

Having electrical cutoff switches does not elimi-
nate the problem. Until an answer is found,
firefighters have no option but to let ’em burn.

We’re sure the situation will be remedied with
taxpayers’ money. This time, buy American.

We’re not happy either that the Bayonne Bridge is
to be elevated with taxpayers’ money and using steel
from China. When will we start using common
sense?

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
Linden, (908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
Scotch Plains, (908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
Plainfield, (908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield, (908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield, (908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
Summit, (908) 918-0414

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
Westfield (908) 518-7733

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
West Windsor, (609) 750-9365

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Atazir – The influence of a star upon

another, or upon man
2. Perdition – Complete and irrepa-

rable loss; ruin
3. Jennet – A female donkey or small

Spanish horse
4. Pterope – A fruit bat

JETTON
1. A small metal counter used in some

card games
2. A spruce fellow; one who struts or

swaggers
3. A play on words; a pun
4. The wattle of a fowl

PUCELAGE
1. Poise; dignity
2. Feminine beauty; charm
3. Virginity
4. Excessive boldness or confidence

FACUNDITY
1. Directness; honesty
2. Strong; powerful
3. Abundance in holdings, supplies,

etc.
4. Eloquence; readiness of speech

EXTERNAT
1. The outer or visible part
2. A freed slave
3. A day school
4. A wanderer; nomad

According to Fox News,
small business owners
face up to a $100-per-
day fine beginning Oct. 1
from ObamaCare regula-
tions. Any business with
at least one employee and
$500,000 in annual rev-
enue must notify all em-
ployees by letter about
the Affordable Care
Act’s health-care ex-
changes.

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED OF

WHATEVER I MIGHT
BE REQUIRED TO
NOTIFY YOU OF.

See more letters on page 5


