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Whole-heartedly better.

Introducing HeartHealth, comprehensive 
cardiology services integrating the acclaimed 
services of RWJ Rahway with the world-class 
expertise and state-of-the-art resources of 
the Robert Wood Johnson Health System. 

From emergency services to advanced treatment, 
rehabilitation, diagnostics and preventative  
care, HeartHealth is a whole-heartedly better 
approach to care, dedicated to helping our 
community GET BETTER. STAY BETTER.

Electrophysiology � TAVR for aortic stenosis � Atrial fibrillation ablation 
Minimally invasive robotic surgery � Ventricular assist device � Heart transplantation

The Cardiovascular Center of Excellence at RWJ University Hospital
Renowned academic medicine and advanced heart care:

865 Stone St. � Rahway, NJ 
732.381.4200 � RWJHeartHealth.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

SUPER BIG GARAGE SALE
@

Lindeman Buick
430 North Avenue East

September 13th, 14th,15th (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Hundreds of Business & Household Items
Tools, Equipment, Work Benches, Desks, Oriental Rugs (large 

& small like new)

China, Silver, Vases, Furniture, Clothing, Filing Cabinets, Parts 

Cabinets, Work Benches & Tons of Bric-A-Brac

BOOMING BUSINESS COMMUNITY... Fanwood Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell
and Council candidate Tom Kranz, center, both Democrats, speak with resident
Tom Plante about the ongoing boom in new businesses in downtown Fanwood.

DISCUSSING ISSUES...Westfield Republican Fourth Ward Town Council
candidate Keith Loughlin meets with Westfield Leader/Times Editor Paul Peyton.

Loughlin Working for
Second Term on Council

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The last four years
have been a positive experience for
Westfield Fourth Ward Councilman Keith
Loughlin. He has been involved with is-
sues ranging from Westfield High School’s
parking to a controversial proposal for a
150-foot cell tower at the National Guard
Armory on Rahway Avenue.

Mr. Loughlin, employed as general
counsel with the state Assembly Repub-
licans’ office in Trenton, is being chal-
lenged by former 1990’s Third Ward
councilman John J. Walsh.

The councilman said among his initial
goals when he first ran for council in
2009 were controlling municipal spend-
ing and improving the condition of
Westfield’s roads.

On town spending, he said the town’s
salaries and wages have decreased each of
his four years on council while the overall
municipal payroll has been cut 20 percent.

Speaking on Westfield Fire Depart-
ment staffing, Mr. Loughlin explained
that the town, which has a paid fire de-
partment, employs a staff of 30 which
includes four platoons of seven
firefighters each with a minimum staff of
six firefighters each, as well as a fire chief
and deputy chief. He said the town has a
volunteer squad that backs up the profes-
sional firefighters.

“I think it’s very important that we
maintain our paid fire department. Un-
like many of our neighboring towns that
have volunteer departments, Westfield is
fortunate to have a paid department,” Mr.
Loughlin said during an interview with
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The councilman said Westfield is part of
the region’s mutual aid response to major
fires — both in responding to fires and
receiving help from other towns at fire
scenes in Westfield. He noted that Westfield
recently purchased a new pumper truck.

“I think the (fire department) staffing
is sufficient for a town of our size,” said
Mr. Loughlin, who is vice-chairman of
the council’s public safety committee.

One of the regular issues facing the
council is the condition of Westfield’s
roads. The councilman, who serves on
the public works committee, said he and
fellow Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst develop a list each year of the

streets in the worst condition in the Fourth
Ward for consideration by the full coun-
cil and mayor. To take politics out of the
process, the committee and full council
agreed to pave streets in the downtown,
realizing its importance to the entire town.

“Roads are paved in Westfield based upon
need and not politics,” Mr. Loughlin said.

One of the issues Mr. Loughlin said he
is most proud of was the effort to stop a
plan by T-Mobile for construction of a
cell tower at the rear of the National
Guard Armory property. Mr. Loughlin
said the tower would have been in viola-
tion of Westfield’s zoning ordinance and
provided “no financial benefit to the
Westfield taxpayer.”

Mr. Loughlin and Councilman Foerst
reached out to Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
the town council and Westfield’s state
legislative representatives to intercede
behind the scenes to get the project
stopped. Mr. Loughlin said the mayor
and council and state delegation “really
worked together to defeat this.”

On the high-school parking issue, he
said the council worked together with the
board of education and held public hear-
ings where a solution was developed to
provide residents with “some degree of
relief from student cars parking on their
street” while also providing alternative
parking locations to students. Parking
was reconfigured at the high school to
add capacity. Capacity also was increased
at Edison Intermediate School and at the
Armory for students, with on-street park-
ing restrictions implemented.

He said the lot behind Baron’s Phar-
macy is to be reconfigured and paved.
Better lighting and improved traffic flow
also is part of the plan.

On downtown parking, the council-
man noted that voters in 2004 “over-
whelmingly rejected a proposal to put up
a high-density parking deck. And I lis-
tened to those voters and I do not foresee
a parking deck coming to downtown
Westfield in the foreseeable future, espe-
cially not one at the cost of the Westfield
taxpayer.” He said neighboring towns
that have built parking decks have not
seen an increase in businesses or vi-
brancy in their downtowns.

“And so I think we should be very
cautious of using taxpayer money to build
something that has not been a success in
neighboring towns,” he said.

WF Rec. Panel Discusses
Programs, Field Work
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s recreation
commission met Monday evening to dis-
cuss upcoming projects and new initia-
tives.

The meeting began with a “roofs” up-
date by board of education liaison Mark
Friedman, who said that the Westfield
High School roof should be completely
replaced in about three weeks.

The 2013 municipal pool report shows
that subscriptions, admissions and mis-
cellaneous income came to $1,111,136.
Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann said
attendance was down slightly this year
due to the weeks of extreme hot weather.
He also said the swim team was again
undefeated, as it has been for the last 30
years. Mr. Kaufmann said the five-year
capital plan for the pool is still being
analyzed and will be discussed at a future
meeting.

Mr. Kaufmann said that the fall/win-
ter brochure will be sent out soon and
will be posted on the department’s
website. He also said the Hangout pro-
gram will be geared this year toward
middle-school youth, and will be held
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the municipal build-
ing.

 He said the program will feature
bands, poetry readings, an open micro-
phone, pool tables, foosball, ping pong,
air hockey and more. The Underground,
for high-school teens, will be held 7 to
11 p.m. except when the Hangout is
offered. Mr. Kaufmann said that teen
golf clinics with instructor Bill
McCluney for grades 6 to 8 will be held
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located on Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains. The dates are:
Thursdays, September 12, 19, 26 and
October 3, with October 10 as the rain
date. The fee is $110. Registration can
be done online at Communitypass.net/
Westfield or in person at the recreation
office in the municipal building.

Assistant Recreation Director Dee
McKay Kaufmann said just under 700
children were registered this past sum-
mer for the playground programs, which
she called a bargain at $10 per day for six
hours.

The members of the commission all
agreed that the Sycamore Street soccer
field looks very good. Grading, aerating
and other work was done over the sum-
mer to get the field up and running for fall
games. It also gave the field a rest, Mr.
Kaufmann said.

He also said that in December the
Tamaques Park field will be sodded. He
added that the bids which went out for
work on the Jefferson School field came
back too high. “We’ll go back, refine
them and rebid,” he said.

Commissioner Gary Fox made a mo-
tion to raise the cost for field use to
independent leagues from $30 a game
to $50 a game to help pay for field
maintenance. The measure was passed
unanimously. Mr. Kaufmann said, “On
January 1, we can ask the council to
raise it.”

Mr. Kaufmann said he put in a bid for
Union County Open Space Trust money
and expects to hear in late October how
much money Westfield will get. “Last
year we got $50,000,” he said.

Mr. Kaufmann said he and other com-
missioners will be researching synthetic
turf fields, which will be a matter for
future discussion.

The next meeting of the recreation
commission will be held Monday, Sep-
tember 30, at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal
building, 425 East Broad Street. There
will be no October meeting due to a
scheduling conflict.

Westfield BOE Discusses
Goals for New School Year

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The town’s Board of
Education held a workshop meeting Tues-
day evening and discussed the ways to
strengthen and expand instruction to fur-
ther student achievement in support of
the district’s Strategic Plan by imple-
menting a new state-mandated teacher
evaluation system.

They also discussed expanding the
use of benchmark assessments to iden-
tify, monitor and improve student per-
formance. Another goal discussed was
to improve communications between
the school district and the “Stakehold-
ers” as called for in Westfield’s Strate-
gic Plan.

Rosanne Kurstedt, board vice-presi-
dent said, “All benchmarking should be
in the continuum of strength and expan-
sion.” Board member Mark Friedman
asked, “What will be learned? What will
we know?”

Ms. Kurstedt said, “We implemented
the new system effectively? Have we
executed all of those tactics?”

Board member Ginny Liez said, “We
will identify a measure that we should
build on and what is effective. We will
learn about the process.”

 Mr. Friedman asked, “Just to say you
did it?” Ms. Kustedt replied, “There are
two goals, how effectively have we
strengthened the instruction and by what
method?”

“That is our ultimate goal,” Ms. Liez
said. “We should consistently interpret
the reliability of observation.” Ms.
Kurstedt suggested using videos and a
rubric and have discussions. Ms. Liez
added, “After the appropriate number of
observations have been given. We will
see what is effective and what is helping
instruction.”

Barbara Ball, the district’s director of
human resources, said, “We have to make
sure what we do meets state require-
ments, grade level, department level.
While implementing, we are going to
make sure there are benchmarks every-
where.”

Board member Gretchan Ohlig
said,  “We could implement the
Marshall System,” Ms. Ball said.
“We looked at models.” Ms. Liez
said, “Student growth objectives. I
don’t want to lose student growth
objectives.”

Board member Lucy Biegler said,
“There are many benchmarks.”

“What are we going to do?” Ms. Liez
said.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan commented, “We’ll make worth-
while goals. Looking at our data from
last year, “We should know and by April
we should have a report on goals and
data.”

District Assistant Superintendent In
Charge of Curriculum and Instruction
Paul Pineiro said, “It’s a challenge to
measure the growth of a student.” Ms.
Biegler said, “You can see if they’re
moving up a level.”

Ms. Dolan said the district will have a
new, current more visual website. The
outcome of the meeting was to plan to
implement a Marshall Teacher Evalua-
tion Model effectively, to develop and
use the benchmark assessments to mea-
sure growth of student performance and
to implement new digital tools and me-
dia, for example, Twitter, Facebook and
blogs, to improve communication be-
tween the school district and all stake-
holders as called for in Westfield’s Stra-
tegic Plan.

The next meeting of the board will
take place this Tuesday, September
17, at 7:30 p.m., at the district’s ad-
ministration building at 302 Elm
Street.

Assembly Approves
‘Home Invasion Law’
TRENTON — Legislation sponsored

by Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) that makes
the crime of home invasion when a per-
son is present a first degree offense has
been unanimously approved by the Gen-
eral Assembly.

The bill (A-4329/S-2932) was authored
in response to a break-in, robbery and
vicious assault in a Millburn residence in
June.

Asm. Bramnick’s “Home Invasion
Law” stipulates that entering a home
with the intent to commit a robbery, a
first- or second-degree crime, or certain
kidnapping and sexual crimes when a
person is present a first-degree crime,
which imposes a 10- to 30-year prison
term.

“Criminals that burglarize a home will
now go to jail,” Asm. Bramnick said.
“Home invasion and burglary are trau-
matic and dangerous crimes. The public
must be protected by giving prosecutors
the tools they need to put criminals be-
hind bars.”

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


