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Scutari, Green, Stender
To Kick Off Campaign

SCOTCH PLAINS – Senator Nick
Scutari (D-22, Linden), Assembly-
man Jerry Green (D-22, Plainfield)
and Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) will kick off
their 2013 campaign tonight, Sep-
tember12, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Scotch Plains Italian American Club,
located at 1976 Valley Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Complimentary food
and refreshments will be provided.

“Please join Assemblyman Green,
Assemblywoman Stender and I, as
we kick off our 2013 campaign,”
Sen. Scutari through a campaign press
release. “We look forward to seeing
all of our constituents and welcome
you to come and discuss any ques-
tions or concerns.”

To RSVP for the event, or if for
additional information, please call
(908) 889-8500 or visit
www.district22dems.com.
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NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
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for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929
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Generators
Whole House Generators

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF... Mark Martini, Republican candidate for Union County
Freeholder, will official launch his Union County "Diner Campaign Tour" this
Saturday, Seotember 14. Mr. Martini recently met with Governor Chris Christie
at the Westfield Diner to discuss the tour and Union County politics.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lance Leaning Against
U.S. Military Action in Syria
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th,

Westfield) told NJ Today Managing
Editor Mike Schneider last week that
he is leaning strongly  against United
States’ military action in Syria.

“I think this is a very serious situ-
ation. And of course the Assad re-
gime should be criticized heavily in
the world community for its use of
chemical weapons. I abhor the use of
chemical weapons. But I am not con-
vinced that the United States should
become involved in military action in
what is, after all, a civil war,” Rep.
Lance said. “It will be among the
most important votes we cast as mem-
bers of Congress and I am reluctant
to vote for military action by the
United States based upon the fact that
this is a civil war in Syria.”

According to the NJ Today report,
the congressman said he is hopeful that
either the United Nations /NATO will
condemn Syria’s use of chemical weap-
ons. He also hopes the Arab League
will condemn the Syrian government.

Rep. Lance told Mr. Schneider that
all correspondence his office has  re-
ceived from constituents on the issue
have been in opposition to U.S. mili-
tary involvement. “It really is based
upon all sorts of constituents who
have made their positions known —
those on the right, those on the left
and those somewhere in the middle.
It’s really been extraordinary, at least
so far, that those who have reached
out to this office have been uniformly
in opposition to our military involve-
ment,” he said. “I think part of that is
due to a war wariness based upon the
Iraqi situation and the situation in
Afghanistan. And certainly those are
the views of the constituents who
have chosen to express themselves
with this office.”

Holt : Only Congress
Can Declare War

U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th, West\
Windsor) released the following state-
ment regarding President Barack
Obama’s remarks last week on the
situation in Syria: “The President is
right to seek Congressional approval
for any use of military force. I share
his outrage over the atrocities taking
place in Syria, and I will carefully
review any and all materials he pro-
vides to Congress. I will expect, at
the very least, to see clear evidence
that a military strike would achieve
well-defined objectives and would
not escalate into another endless,
costly, and ineffective American war.

“Let’s be absolutely clear. The ap-
proval of Congress is not a formality

that the President may seek or ignore
as he so pleases. Our constitution
gives Congress the sole authority to
declare war.”

Steinhauer Replaces
Keshishian at NJEA

Wendell Steinhauer has taken over
as the president of the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA). Mr.
Steinhauer, a high school math teacher
in Riverside, Burlington County, re-
places Barbara Keshishian. Mr.
Steinhauer previously served as
NJEA vice-president.

The 200,000-member NJEA rep-
resents about 125,000 teachers, plus
bus drivers, secretaries and others.

When asked by The Star-Ledger
what type of relationship he would
like to have with Governor Christie,
he said, “I’d like a much better rela-
tionship. Gov. Christie came into of-
fice attacking NJEA and teachers, I
think because he made a calculation
that he had more to gain politically
from conflict than from collabora-
tion. If he’s willing to seek out areas
of agreement on things like how to
make sure every student has access to
a great public school, we could make
a new start. If not, it will be two more
months of what we’ve seen from him
since he took office.”

In addition to a change in NJEA
presidents, Edward Richardson,
NJEA’s human resources director, has
succeeded Vincent Giordano as ex-
ecutive director.

Buono Releases
Education Plan

New Jersey Democratic guberna-
torial candidate Barbara Buono has
released her education plan.

Highlights the K-12 plan include:
fully funding K-12 schools; provid-
ing New Jersey’s children with qual-
ity preschool, full-day kindergarten,
and quality before- and after-school
programs; providing teachers with
the training and resources they need;
creating safe learning environments
for children by repairing crumbling
school facilities while continuing ef-
forts to end bullying.

The candidate proposes to increase
college affordability by investing in
higher education and expanding
scholarship programs; enabling
young immigrants to receive an af-
fordable higher education by bring-
ing tuition equality to New Jersey;
enhancing incentives for college sav-
ings programs to reduce student debt,
and partnering county colleges and
universities with businesses in
emerging markets to provide the
skills graduates will need in finding
employment.

County Dispatch Ctr.
Adds Clark EMS Calls

CLARK – The Union County Re-
gional Dispatch Center in Westfield
has begun handling emergency medi-
cal service (EMS) calls for the Town-
ship of Clark.

“The Regional Dispatch Center is
an outstanding example of shared
county-local services, which provide
our municipalities with improved re-
sources while keeping costs under
control,” Freeholder Chairwoman
Linda Carter said. “We are very
pleased to welcome Clark to the grow-
ing list of municipalities that have
taken advantage of this service.”

The emergency dispatch facility is
located in the county’s Ralph Froehlich
Public Safety Building on North Av-
enue. It opened in October 2012.

The $1.2-million facility replaced

the county’s previous operation lo-
cated at the same site, which housed
only two dispatch consoles. The Dis-
patch Center has nine consoles.

In addition to providing emergency
dispatch services for the Union County
Police and other countywide first re-
sponders, the Regional Dispatch Cen-
ter serves a growing number of mu-
nicipalities and other entities in the
region. That can include police, fire
and 9-1-1 calls as well as EMS.

Currently, the participants include
Fanwood, Hillside, Mountainside,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains
and Springfield in Union County, the
Township of South Orange in Essex
County, and two paramedic units
operated by Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital in Rahway.

LABOR DAY KICKOFF.... Union County Republican Freeholder candidate Ira
Geiger, fourth from left, poses with youth at their booth at the St. Bartholomew's/
UNICO Italian Festival in Scotch Plains on September 1. The annual festival is
held Labor Day weekend.

Pre-Trial Intervention for
Mun. Courts Now Law

TRENTON – Legislation to create
a municipal court-based conditional
dismissal program, giving municipal
judges the same ability as state judges
to assign certain offenders to pre-trial
intervention (PTI) programs rather
than jail has been signed into law.

The law, S-2588, creates an alter-
native for a first-time offender who is
charged with a lesser, non-indictable
disorderly persons or petty disorderly
persons offense in municipal court,
helping potentially thousands of first-
time offenders avoid a record of con-
viction.

Conditional dismissal will not be
available to any defendant who had

previously participated in a condi-
tional discharge or dismissal program,
or state-level PTI. In addition, condi-
tional dismissal will not be appli-
cable in cases involving organized
criminal or gang activity, public cor-
ruption, domestic violence, or driv-
ing under the influence of drugs or
alcohol, among other charges.

“The New Jersey Superior Court
has successfully used pre-trial inter-
vention programs to rehabilitate low-
level offenders, and there is no rea-
son why this initiative should not be
implemented at the municipal level,”
said Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22,
Linden), one of the bill’s sponsors.
“It’s time to move away from tradi-
tional sentencing procedures that sub-
jugate offenders to a lifetime of pun-
ishment. Expanding the conditional
dismissal program is the right thing
to do.”

A similar bill was conditionally
vetoed by Governor Chris Christie in
December 2012, citing high program
costs. This new legislation follows
the conditional veto’s suggested fee
structure.

The measure was unanimously
approved by the Senate in June. The
law goes into effect in 120 days.

DOOR-TO-DOOR CAMPAIGN...Westfield Republican Third Ward Town Coun-
cil Republican candidate David Oliveira  speaks with the Petruzzi family, Sal,
Jason and Karen, of Pearl Street while campaigning over the weekend.

Sen. Paul to Endorse
Lonegan Tomorrow

CLARK– Steve Lonegan, Republi-
can candidate for the United States
Senate, will be endorsed by Republi-
can Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky at
a rally tomorrow Friday, September
13, at 12:30 p.m. at The Gran Centu-
rions, 440 Madison Hill Road, Clark.


