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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

1300 Raritan Road     Clark, NJ 07066      732.669.9024      www.HYATTHILLSPUB.com

Halfway to St. Patty’s Day Celebration
Saturday, Sept 14th 12pm to closing

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

In what is being equated with the 1941
attack on Pearl Harbor in its devastating
magnitude of death and destruction,
Tuesday, September 11, 2001 will be a
date infamously linked with the worst
act of terrorism to ever touch American
soil.

Countless numbers of lives and the
New York City skyline have been hor-
rifically altered by a terrorist attack that
totally destroyed the World Trade Cen-
ter Twin Towers after two hijacked air-
line jets crashed into the 110-story build-
ings. A third hijacked jet was intention-
ally plunged into the Pentagon 15 min-
utes before the first of the Twin Towers
caved in and collapsed.

Two hijacked commercial airline jets
were flown directly into The World Trade
Center Twin Towers, located in Battery
Park City in Lower Manhattan, on Tues-
day morning in what is being described
as a terrorist suicide mission. The North
Tower was hit at approximately 8:45
a.m. near the 80th floor, and the South
Tower was hit near the 70th floor at
approximately 9:03 a.m.

As of yesterday morning, much of
New York City was paralyzed by the
attacks and many schools and businesses
were shut down.

Both Trade Center towers had huge,
gaping holes from which flames, smoke
and debris poured out for hours after the
crashes. A third hijacked jet subsequently
crashed into the Pentagon at approxi-
mately 9:45 a.m. A fourth jet crashed
approximately 80 miles outside of Pitts-
burgh at 10:10 a.m.

Then, one hour after the first crash, the
North Tower collapsed on itself at 10
a.m. and the South Tower collapsed ap-
proximately one half-hour later at 10:30
a.m. Both towers crumbled into piles of
rubble, sending shattered glass and a
thick cloud of smoke, debris and soot
billowing into the streets of Lower Man-
hattan for hours, covering cars and people
trapped in its blinding wake with silt and
dust.

Although numerous of employees
were evacuated after the initial plane
crashes, eyewitness accounts from the
streets below reported, on the major news
stations, seeing people plunge out of
upper-story windows, to their death, from
the fiery floors above.

Thousands of terrified people ran fran-
tically from the impenetrable cloud of
smoke that enveloped the entire tip of
Lower Manhattan after the buildings col-
lapsed.

Hundreds of passengers aboard the
four airplanes were immediately pre-
sumed dead, and thousands of New
York City and Pentagon employees
were injured. More than 50,000 people
work in the World Trade Center and
over 200,000 people travel through the
towers on a daily basis. It is estimated
that approximately 24,000 people work
at the Pentagon.

As of Tuesday night, there were no
official figures on the number of fatali-
ties, although city officials estimated
the number of casualties would be high
due to the hundreds of emergency per-
sonnel in and around the buildings at
the time of the collapses.

As of 10:30 p.m. on Tuesday, more
than 600 firefighters and New York
City police were still missing. New
York City hospitals were filled with
the injured, including victims with
third-degree burns, smoke inhalation
and many eye injuries from shattered,
falling glass and debris.

New York Governor George Pataki
and Acting Governor of New Jersey
Donald T. DiFrancesco declared states
of emergency, respectively, in order to
have the power to summon the Na-
tional Guard and other emergency per-
sonnel.

Thousands of emergency workers,
including all police, fire and rescue
squad workers were summoned to duty.
Emergency workers from New Jersey
were allowed to enter New York City to
assist in containing the disaster.

Thousands of New Jersey commut-
ers were trapped in New York City
when bridges and tunnels were closed
and most forms of public transporta-
tion were suspended for the remainder
of the day. Many of those evacuated
were advised by emergency personnel
to wait inside nearby buildings until
the smoke and falling debris settled.
Rescue workers escorted the evacuated
workers to Battery City Park, where
tugboats, ferries and local cruise boats
transported the shaken commuters
across the Hudson River to Hoboken
and Jersey City to other forms of trans-
portation to various parts of New Jer-
sey.

For most of the day, telephone ser-
vice in and out of New York City was
inoperable as the system was over-bur-
dened with calls from concerned fam-
ily and friends, who anxiously awaited
word on the whereabouts of their loved
ones. Cell phone service in and out of
the city worked intermittently or not at
all at varying times.

The major network news stations,
which transmit from the towers, in-
cluding ABC, NBC and CBS, went off
the air for several minutes immediately
following the plane crashes and had
interruptions in service for several
hours. Emergency telephone numbers
were announced on the networks for
information about family and friends
who worked in the Trade Center or who
were passengers aboard the affected
flights.

As of 11:15 p.m. on Tuesday, there
were network reports of cell phone calls
coming from inside the towers from
survivors trapped under the debris.
Many bodies were also pulled from the
debris throughout the day, but exact
numbers were not given.

The identity of the terrorists respon-
sible for the attacks has not yet been
confirmed by Tuesday night, but gov-
ernment sources reported that the Af-
ghanistan Taliban, linked to Muslim
terrorist leader Osama bin Laden
claimed responsibility for the disas-
ters.

He has also reportedly met with the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad regarding their
common hatred of the United States
Several months ago, bin Laden was
quoted as saying that he would exact
“extreme vengeance” and retribution
on the United States for political ac-
tions in the past.

Congressman James Moran of Vir-
ginia was quoted on an news Website
as saying that he had learned at a Wash-
ington briefing that the fourth jet ap-
peared to be headed for the Presidential
retreat Camp David in Maryland, when
it crashed 85 miles short of its intended
target. Rumors that the government or-
dered the hijacked plane to be shot
down were denied by the State Depart-
ment.

Although Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld stopped short of de-
claring this an “act of war,” when ques-
tioned on television by ABC reporters,

President George W. Bush said that
these horrible acts would not go unpun-
ished once it was determined who was
responsible.

Aircraft carriers were deployed off
the East and West Coasts of the United
States as a security measure, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Henry H. Shelton said, “the
Armed Forces are ready to go.” Most
State Department buildings, including
the White House, the Capitol, the Pen-
tagon, the Supreme Court and many
other government buildings in Wash-
ington, D.C. and in New York City
were evacuated.

The collapse of the Twin Towers,
which housed many administrative of-
fices for international world banks and
other financial institutions, forced the
New York City Stock Exchange to
close. Other stock exchanges world-
wide followed suit as a precautionary
measure.

Portions of the Pentagon, one of the
largest buildings in the world and the
seat of the Defense Department, col-
lapsed after flames burned out of con-
trol for several hours. World Trade
Tower no. 7 also collapsed, presumed
to have been caused by associated fire.

The construction of the Trade Center
began in 1966 and was completed in
1972. The towers were 1,368 feet tall
— the tallest buildings in city and the
third largest in the world.

They housed many administrative of-
fices of the world’s largest, interna-
tional banks and investment firms, in-
cluding the offices of Morgan Stanley
Dean Witter. The towers were also the
home of a 427,000-squarefoot retail
space known as The Mall, which was
occupied by retailers such as The Gap,
J. Crew, Banana Republic and The Lim-
ited. The towers also housed numerous
museums, restaurants, hotels and a roof-
top observatory.

The world-renown Windows on the
World restaurant occupied the North
Tower’s 107th floor.

In an unprecedented move by the
Federal Aviation Administration, air-
ports throughout the nation were shut
down and all commercial airline flights
were ordered to land at the nearest
airport.

Many municipal buildings in New
York and New Jersey also closed to
allow employees an opportunity to lo-
cate family members who were still
trapped in New York. Most local
schools remained opened with counse-
lors on hand to support students that
were traumatized by the day’s events.
Many local students who have parents
that work in New York were summoned
to their school’s guidance offices to be
counseled and to ensure that they were
released home to either a parent or
emergency contact person at the close
of the school day. Several local churches
held or will hold special prayer ser-
vices for those who were affected by
the tragedies.

There is no word yet on the number
of local families that will be seriously
affected by the tragic events.

Twin Towers Destroyed
Archive Edition of September 13, 2001

Westfield. But a lot of people point to
the development in Garwood or the
development in Fanwood and they ask
why we don’t see some similar devel-
opment in Scotch Plains,” Mr. Jones
said.

He said he would be “open” to mov-
ing the municipal building out of the
downtown area, as proposed by former
mayor Nancy Malool, “if the right op-
portunity presented itself.” He said
moving town hall would have to be
“part of a larger and cohesive plan for
the downtown.”

Mr. Jones said he was concerned
over talk by the governing body of
selling the so-called Hedge property, a
strip of land between the Darby Road
Publick House and Restaurant and the
municipal parking lot next to the mu-
nicipal building, which he feels was
not well thought out because of a lack
of a parking plan.

“If it is not done in the context of
thinking through parking issues and
other things like that it could just
create more headaches,” he said.

Discussing the special improve-
ment district, the candidate said the
elimination of SID assessment fees
on business district properties this
year “flies in the face of having a
successful SID.”

“I think I am in the majority when
I say I don’t think the SID has accom-

plished a lot in the last five years, so
I don’t see how cutting their budget
in half helps move the downtown
forward,” he said.

He said the most important issue in
the campaign is the municipal bud-
get.

“Specifically, how is it funded and
how does it set us up for future years?”
Mr. Jones said.

While the budget is within the 2-
percent state cap, he said he is con-
cerned over the growth in expenses,
“which is only setting us up for a
headache in future years.”

Another issue about which Mr.
Jones is concerned is what he said is
the “dwindling” number of volun-
teers on the township’s fire depart-
ment. He said the number of volun-
teers is about half of what it was in
past years. Scotch Plains has a paid
fire chief.

“That is a serious concern to me,”
he said.

He said a $1.1-million capital bud-
get request for a new bucket truck by
the fire department was rejected by
the mayor and council this year.

Mr. Jones said Scotch Plains’ state
rating for fire coverage was recently
cut, a rating used by homeowner in-
surance companies to set insurance
rates. Among the reasons for the rat-
ing cut were reduced staffing and
equipment issues.

“There isn’t an easy solution to
getting our rating back up, but I think
it is important that we develop a plan
to get that rating restored, or at least
address the issues that have allowed
this to come about, so we don’t see
further reductions in our rating,” he
said. “I haven’t seen any effort made
by the current council to address this
important issue.”

On the issue of separately billing

TRAVEL ABROAD...Spending most of the month of August traveling in Italy,
Anthony Bengivenga,  president of the Westfield Chapter of UNICO, and Bob
Tarte, vice-president of the Westfield Chapter,  take a break in front of St. Peter's
Basilica in Rome with The Westfield Leader in hand.
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Llewellyn Jones

way of her crew directing her towards
the United States coast.

Mr. Killeen spent his time on the
radio, on the Channel 16 emergency
frequency, letting other boats in the
area know that they were sailing with-
out a rudder.

“By the rules of the road, we should
give way to bigger sailing vessels, but
obviously we couldn’t!” he said.

The weather got steadily worse
through Thursday and Friday.

“When I came up for my watch on
Thursday morning, we were in a minor
gale – we were in 40-plus mph winds
and the waves were steadily 15 feet, but
we definitely saw 20-foot waves.

“You couldn’t be on deck unless you
were tethered to the deck. A couple of
times when I was in the cockpit, the
bow of the boat went under the water
with the other two guys out there, and
you were hoping that they would come
up again.”

Skipper Gilliken contacted the U.S.
Coast Guard on the satellite phone.

“We weren’t expecting them to come
out and get us because we weren’t in
any danger. We had plenty of supplies,
we weren’t taking in water, we had
plenty of fuel and we were heading
west towards the United States. The
Coast Guard would come out in an
emergency, but the captain didn’t want
to lose his boat.

“There is a service called Boat U.S.,
which is like AAA is for drivers, but
they would only come out 75 miles to
get us, so we calculated we would have
to go more than 200 miles without our
rudder in order for them to come and
get us,” Mr. Killeen said.

The crew was originally heading for
New York Harbor, but at that stage they
thought they were probably heading
towards Atlantic City.

“The skipper wanted to get his boat
home to New York, but for the two guys
along for the ride, any land was good
land at that stage,” Mr. Killeen said.

The situation deteriorated as hal-
yards used to pull up the sail were torn
from the boat and their speed decreased
dramatically. They decided to use their
limited fuel supply to power the motor.

On Saturday morning the Coast
Guard told them they were 100 miles
off Delaware. They had lost their last
sail and they were running out of fuel,
but they must have drifted close enough
to the coast for Boat U.S. to come out
and tow them into Great Egg Harbor.

“We were all battered and bruised,”
smiled Mr. Killeen. “During the height
of the storm you had to tie yourself in to
your bunk. Sometimes I thought I
wasn’t going to be able to get up and do
my shift, but I just did. We all pulled
together. Were we scared sometimes?
Yes. Panicked? No.

“And technically, I wasn’t late back.
I was back for work on Monday morn-
ing,” Mr. Killeen said.
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for sewer bills through creation of a
sewer utility versus putting sewer cov-
erage back in the municipal budget,
Mr. Jones said the township saw its
assessment from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority jump from $1.7
to $2.9 million due to a large capital
project a number of years ago, caus-
ing Scotch Plains to exceed the state-
imposed cap on tax levy increases.
Outside of setting up the sewer util-
ity, Mr. Jones said the township would
have had to put a referendum before
voters in a special election to exceed
the cap or face municipal layoffs as
its only other options.

“It was a tough decision that had to
be made and, quite frankly, I don’t
think I would have done anything
differently,” he stated. “I’m not going
to make promises...when I don’t know
if I can keep those promises.”

Mr. Jones said he also was upset by
the way the Glover administration
tried to sell what, he said, was the
dismissal of former township man-
ager Henry Underhill as a resigna-
tion, citing the 18 months of sever-
ance pay Mr. Underhill received.

Mr. Jones also said he was con-
cerned over future programming of
Scotch Plains Television after the
township let the previous director go
in January, resulting in the township’s
council meetings no longer being tele-
vised. Mr. Jones took it upon himself
in June to film the meetings and put
them on his website.

“Having open and transparent gov-
ernment is always a good thing,” he
said of having videos of meetings
available to the public.

The township council approved a
contract at its August 20 meeting, not
to exceed $55,000, for Duke Multi-
media Productions of Sparta to oper-
ate Scotch Plains Television.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY...Eleanor Clausen, a huge Yankee fan, who recently
celebrated her 100th birthday, had a visit from Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
left, and Councilman Mark LoGrippo. The mayor read a proclamation on
behalf of the Town of Westfield declaring September 2 "Eleanor Clausen Day.”

petition will conclude the evening’s
events at LaGrande Park. Those wish-
ing to participate should drop off
their jack-o’-lanterns at LaGrande
Park by 6 p.m.

The Mayor’s Gala is scheduled for
Friday, December 6, from 7 p.m. to
midnight at the Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club. Tickets and prices will be
posted to the recreation department’s
website in the near future.

Financially, Scotch Hills Country
Club, including its main course, mini
golf and building rental, brought in
$45,709 for the month of August.
This number was up $6,321 from
August 2012. In total for the year
thus far, 2013 receipts for the Scotch
Hills Country Club are $229,055.

The Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission holds meetings on the sec-
ond Monday of every month at 7:30
p.m. at Scotch Hills Country Club
unless otherwise stated.
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