
Serving the community since 1959

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 54th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 37-2013 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, September 12, 2013

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 17
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 6
Community ... 6-8
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-16
Real Estate .... 11-17, 20
Classifieds ..... 18
A&E .............. 19-20

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

Westfield - West  |  600 North Avenue West, Westfield  |  908-233-0065  |  www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwesteses fifitfitfitfifififififififififififielelelelelelleleleleeleleleeleeeeee ddwwwwwdwwdwdwdwdwdwdwwwdwwwdwdwwwwwdwdwdwwwdwwdwdddwdwdwddwdwdwdwweseseeseesesesesssesesseseseesesesessseseseseesessesessttttttttttttttttttttttttttttWeWeWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW ststfifififieldld - W Wesest t  | |  606000000000000060000000000 00 00 0 000000000 NoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNooNooNoNoNNortrtrtrtrrttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttttrrrtth h hhhhhh h hhhhhhhhhhh hhhhh hhhhhhhhhh AAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvAvvAvAvAvAvAAvAvAvvAvvAAvvenenenenenenennennnneneneneneneneneneneneennenenennnenenennnenneneneneennenennennuuuuueueueueueueueueueuuuueueuueueuuuueuuuueuuueueeuueue W W W W W W WWWW WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW WWWWesesesesesesessseseseseesssst,t,t,t,t,ttt,tt,t,t,t,t,ttt,t,ttt,,, W W W WW W WWWW W WWWWWWWWWW WWWeseseesesesesesesesess fififififitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfitfifitfitfitfitfitfitfifitfifitfitfitfitfieleleleleleleleleeellelelllelelelelellelelleld ddddd ddd dd d d d dd d d d d d ddddd dddd  | ||||| ||| | | | ||| | |||   909090909090909090000909000909090909090888-88-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-88888888888888 23233333233323323232323232323232323232323232323232322323232232332333333333333333333333333333333-3333-3333-3--3-3-3-333-3-3-3--3--333333333333 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000065656555656565565556565656556665656565656565656556556566656565656556565555565656565655556565565565656565556565565565    |||||||||||| |||| ||||| | | ||  w w wwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww ww ww ww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.cc.c.ccc.ccccc.cccoolololololololloloololoolollollollolollllooldwdwddwdwdwddwdwddwdwdwdwwdwdwdwddwdwwddwdwdwdwdwdwd eleleleleleeelelleleleeleleleeleleleeleelelellblblblblbllblblblblblblblblblbbllblbbbbbanananananannanananananananannannananannanananananananaaananannanaaa kkkkekkekkkekkkekkekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekekkkekekekekekekkkekkkekeeeerrrmrmrrmrmrmrmmrmmrmmmrrmrmrmrmrrrmrmrrrrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmmrmrmmrmmmmmmovovovovovovovovoovovovovovovovovoovovoovovovooovovvooovoovesesesesesesesessessesesesesesesesesseeseesesseseseses.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.cc.c..c.c.cccc.c.c.c. omomooooooooooooooooooomm/w/wee

The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Dave Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ENJOYING THE LABOR DAY GAME...Fans root for their favorite team during the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League championship game between St. George and St. Jude at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on Labor Day. St. George
taught St. Jude a 19-4 lesson for the title. See story on page 11 of the sports section.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FREEDOM TOWER…One World Trade Center, unofficially known as the
Freedom Tower, lights the night, reclaiming the New York City skyline, left
vacant by the destruction of the Twin Towers on September 11, 2001.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
SAFE PLAY…At the Shady Lane block party on September 7, Fanwood Rescue
Squad members Ian Lewis, left, and Tom Kranz supervise safe play on one of the
ambulances.

Llewellyn Jones Campaigning For
Unexpired Township Council Seat

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
voters in November will decide who
serves the remaining year in the town-
ship council seat previously held by
Kevin Glover before he was elected
mayor last year.

The race for the seat is between
Democrat Lou Beckerman, who was
appointed by the local Democratic
Committee to serve as a councilman
until the election, and Republican
Llewellyn Jones, a former member of
the township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment.

Mr. Jones, who runs his business, Q
Trade Capital Partners in Westfield, an
electronic market equities and futures
company, with two other former
Goldman Sachs employees, was inter-
viewed by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on Monday.

He said the issue that made him
decide to run for the governing body

was when the mayor and council voted
to replace “the vast ma-
jority of service provid-
ers and volunteers.”

“I think any time you
have changing of politi-
cal parties in charge it is
reasonable to expect that
there will be various
(amounts) of turnover,
but I felt the wholesale
changes that were
brought about this year
weren’t all in the best interest of Scotch
Plains,” Mr. Jones said. He questioned
the “motivation” behind the changes.

The candidate said, like many resi-
dents he has spoken to during
his campaign, he is a propo-
nent of “some sort of develop-
ment in the downtown area.”

“I’m not a big proponent of
spending a lot of tax money
and having the government do
development there,” he said,
noting the area that he would
like developed is along Park
Avenue and Second Avenue
“or anything adjoining Park.”

“You can’t compete with Westfield;
we shouldn’t try and compete with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Llewellyn Jones

S.O.S...Jim Killeen of Scotch Plains found himself stranded hundreds of miles
from land and tethered to the deck for safety while on a boat trip in the Atlantic
Ocean after the rudder was knocked from the boat during extreme weather.

SP Man Recounts Six-Day
Adventure In Rudderless Boat

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Scotch
Plains man who traded his desk at the
bank for a boat trip in the Atlantic
Ocean found himself hundreds of miles
from land and tethered to the deck for
safety as waves battered the rudderless
vessel.

Jim Killeen, a project manager for
Citibank, has always looked for adven-
ture, whether it was white-water raft-
ing or hot-air ballooning.

But nothing had prepared him for the
experience of a lifetime when he set
sail on the Elusive, a 39-foot sailboat,
with owner Wayne Gilliken and a man
he knows only as Karl.

Mr. Gilliken had sailed the Elusive in
a race from Massachusetts to Bermuda
but needed a new crew to bring her
back.

“He was really looking for sailors
with many hours of experience of ocean
sailing. I have hours of bay sailing
experience,” laughed Mr. Killeen.

The trio left Bermuda on a Monday,
a beautiful summer day with almost no

wind, porpoises and flying fish accom-
panying them on their journey.

But just two days into what was a
voyage of more than 600 miles to New
York, the weather deteriorated.

“It was fun at that stage,” Mr. Killeen
said. “We were traveling at about eight
knots – which is about as fast as a boat
like that will go. We would hit the
occasional big wave where you get that
feeling in your stomach like being on a
roller coaster.”

The three men took turns at four-
hour watches during the night. It was 3
a.m. on Wednesday morning when Mr.
Killeen was dragged from his bunk by
the captain, shouting, “All hands on
deck.”

“The skipper announced that the rud-
der had gone,” Mr. Killeen said. “It has
just sheered off so we had no means of
steering the boat. We weren’t in any
danger of sinking, but if another boat
came towards us, we couldn’t turn.”

The boat was still almost 300 miles
from land with the Atlantic Ocean
stretching out in all directions and no

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Board OKs Subdivision,
Agrees to BOE Acquisition

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board on Mon-
day approved a subdivision appli-
cation that will convert a three-acre
tract of land at the corner of Martine
Avenue and Cooper Road into three
one-acre lots, with three single-fam-
ily homes to be built.

Konstruct Enterprises will de-
velop the property, which currently
fronts on Martine Avenue, and build
three Colonial-style homes, all of
which will face Cooper Road. An
existing home, which has been un-
occupied for nearly 20 years, will
be razed. Describing the home as
being in “disrepair,” Konstruct’s
engineer, Thomas Quinn, added,
“Everything about the property is
in disrepair.” He told the board at its
meeting that a man-made lake in
the center of the mostly overgrown
property will be filled in and said
that a series of dry wells will be
installed to help with stormwater
drainage on the three newly-desig-
nated properties. There are recog-
nized wetlands at the rear of each of
the properties, and prospective
homeowners will be apprised of
that designation and development
restrictions related to it.

Konstruct’s owner, Dominick
Verdic, told the board the three
homes will be two-story dwellings,
each about 5,000 square feet in to-
tal area. Each will have a two-car

garage, and at the urging of the
board, the garages will be side-load-
ing, not front-loading, meaning cars
will be able to turn around in the
driveway before proceeding to exit
their property onto Cooper Road.
In response to board member Jef-
frey Strauss, Mr. Quinn said such a
garage set-up will eliminate the
need for cars to have to back out
onto busy Cooper Road.

Earlier in its meeting, the board
heard from Casper Boehm, an at-
torney representing the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion, who sought the planning
board’s certification that a planned
sale to the board of education of a
private home adjacent to Terrill
Middle School would not be con-
trary to the township’s master plan.
The state Department of Education
is seeking such certification, Mr.
Boehm said, and requires that the
local planning board formally re-
view the sale in advance.

Once the sale of the home is com-
pleted, the dwelling will be razed
and the property, after it is rezoned,
will be incorporated into the Terrill
Middle School property. Mr. Boehm
said there are, as of yet, no concrete
plans for the land’s use, although
he said it could be used perhaps for
additional bus turnaround or added
parking. Board members seemed to
have few reservations about the
transaction, with Mr. Strauss call-
ing it “a great benefit to the school.”

Scotch Plains Recreation Comm.
Reports Positive Camp Feedback
By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission found
improvements in past endeavors, re-
cently finished projects and upcom-
ing events after reviewing reports and
feedback at its monthly meeting at
Scotch Hills Country Club Monday
night.

After sending out a post-survey at
the end of this summer’s day camp,
which ended on August 9, the recre-
ation commission found the majority
of the feedback to be positive, with
minor suggestions for improvements
from parents and campers.

“Parents found it to be very reason-

ably priced and a well-supervised
program,” Chairman Robert
Giordanella said. “We will work to
improve the inclement-weather al-
ternatives and plan to re-do the bath-
rooms at Brookside Park.”

Campers may also find next year’s
program to include a larger variety of
arts and crafts, as well as more picnic
tables for seating and activities. The
recreation commission also plans to
look into a camp for older kids that
will better meet the needs and likes of
sixth, seventh and eighth graders.

“Overall, there was nothing but
fantastic ratings,” Mr. Giordanella
said. “We are proud of our staff and
our counselors.”

After setting a goal in the begin-
ning of the year for an updated website
and a new Facebook page, the recre-
ation commission plans to move for-
ward with both within the upcoming
months.

“This was a part of our goals that
we established at the beginning of the
year,” Mr. Giordanella said. “We want
to almost eliminate the [phone]
hotline and use the website to update
everyone on field closures, sports and
even Scotch Hills Country Club book-
ings. People will be able to register
and book events and dates online.”

Upcoming projects around town
include the leveling of Haven Park
and Green Forest Park, as well as tree
plantings at the Pad and at Memorial
Park – all of which should be com-
pleted within the next week or so,
according to the commission. Within
the next 30 to 60 days, Kramer Park
will gain four wall ball courts. Projects
such as the irrigation of Brookside
Park and fence work at Farley, Me-
morial and Kramer Parks are all still
underway. Details and finalizations
will take place at future meetings.

Prior to the end of the year, the
Recreation Commission has a series
of events coming up including Scotch
Plains Day on Sunday, October 6.
This year’s Scotch Plains Day is
funded by StreetFairs.org, helping to
offset the cost of maintenance and
police staff needed for the day’s
events. StreetFairs.org is paying the
township of Scotch Plains $3,000 for
this year’s Scotch Plains Day.

Other upcoming events include
Senior Appreciation Day on Thurs-
day, September 19, at Scotch Hills
Country Club. Senior residents can
enjoy bingo starting at 10 a.m. and a
barbecue lunch at noon. Seniors in
need of transportation are encour-
aged to call Dial-A-Ride at (908)
322-5151.

The Halloween Parade and annual
celebration has been scheduled for
Thursday, October 31, at LaGrande
Park. Festivities will begin at 5:30
p.m. and include a Trunk-or-Treat in
the Fanwood Memorial Library park-
ing lot as well as cider and doughnuts
offered at LaGrande Park. The jack-
o’-lantern contest and costume com-
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