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Halfway to St. Patty’s Day Celebration
Saturday, Sept 14th 12pm to closing

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In what is being equated with the 1941
attack on Pearl Harbor in its devastating
magnitude of death and destruction, Tues-
day, September 11, 2001 will be a date
infamously linked with the worst act of
terrorism to ever touch American soil.

Countless numbers of lives and the New
York City skyline have been horrifically
altered by a terrorist attack that totally
destroyed the World Trade Center Twin
Towers after two hijacked airline jets crashed
into the 110-story buildings. A third hi-
jacked jet was intentionally plunged into
the Pentagon 15 minutes before the first of
the Twin Towers caved in and collapsed.

Two hijacked commercial airline jets
were flown directly into The World Trade
Center Twin Towers, located in Battery
Park City in Lower Manhattan, on Tuesday
morning in what is being described as a
terrorist suicide mission. The North Tower
was hit at approximately 8:45 a.m. near the
80th floor, and the South Tower was hit
near the 70th floor at 9:03 a.m.

As of yesterday morning, much of New
York City was paralyzed by the attacks and
many schools and businesses were shut
down.

Both Trade Center towers had huge,
gaping holes from which flames, smoke
and debris poured out for hours after the
crashes. A third hijacked jet subsequently
crashed into the Pentagon at approximately
9:45 a.m. A fourth jet crashed approxi-
mately 80 miles outside of Pittsburgh at
10:10 a.m.

Then, one hour after the first crash, the
North Tower collapsed on itself at 10 a.m.
and the South Tower collapsed approxi-
mately one half-hour later at 10:30 a.m.
Both towers crumbled into piles of rubble,
sending shattered glass and a thick cloud of
smoke, debris and soot billowing into the
streets of Lower Manhattan for hours, cov-
ering cars and people trapped in its blinding
wake with silt and dust.

Although numerous of employees were
evacuated after the initial plane crashes,
eyewitness accounts from the streets below
reported, on the major news stations, seeing
people plunge out of upper-story windows,
to their death, from the fiery floors above.

Thousands of terrified people ran franti-
cally from the impenetrable cloud of smoke
that enveloped the entire tip of Lower Man-
hattan after the buildings collapsed.

Hundreds of passengers aboard the four
airplanes were immediately presumed dead,
and thousands of New York City and Pen-
tagon employees were injured. More than
50,000 people work in the World Trade
Center and over 200,000 people travel
through the towers on a daily basis. It is
estimated that approximately 24,000 people
work at the Pentagon.

As of Tuesday night, there were no
official figures on the number of fatalities,
although city officials estimated the num-
ber of casualties would be high due to the
hundreds of emergency personnel in and
around the buildings at the time of the
collapses.

As of 10:30 p.m. on Tuesday, more than
600 firefighters and New York City police
were still missing. New York City hospitals
were filled with the injured, including vic-
tims with third-degree burns, smoke inha-
lation and many eye injuries from shat-
tered, falling glass and debris.

New York Governor George Pataki and
Acting Governor of New Jersey Donald T.
DiFrancesco declared states of emergency,
respectively, in order to have the power to
summon the National Guard and other
emergency personnel.

Thousands of emergency workers, in-
cluding all police, fire and rescue squad
workers were summoned to duty. Emer-
gency workers from New Jersey were al-
lowed to enter New York City to assist in
containing the disaster.

Thousands of New Jersey commuters
were trapped in New York City when
bridges and tunnels were closed and most
forms of public transportation were sus-
pended for the remainder of the day. Many
of those evacuated were advised by emer-
gency personnel to wait inside nearby build-
ings until the smoke and falling debris
settled. Rescue workers escorted the evacu-
ated workers to Battery City Park, where
tugboats, ferries and local cruise boats trans-
ported the shaken commuters across the
Hudson River to Hoboken and Jersey City
to other forms of transportation to various
parts of New Jersey.

For most of the day, telephone service in
and out of New York City was inoperable
as the system was over-burdened with calls
from concerned family and friends, who

anxiously awaited word on the whereabouts
of their loved ones. Cell phone service in
and out of the city worked intermittently or
not at all at varying times.

The major network news stations, which
transmit from the towers, including ABC,
NBC and CBS, went off the air for several
minutes immediately following the plane
crashes and had interruptions in service for
several hours. Emergency telephone num-
bers were announced on the networks for
information about family and friends who
worked in the Trade Center or who were
passengers aboard the affected flights.

As of 11:15 p.m. on Tuesday, there were
network reports of cell phone calls coming
from inside the towers from survivors
trapped under the debris. Many bodies
were also pulled from the debris through-
out the day, but exact numbers were not
given.

The identity of the terrorists responsible
for the attacks has not yet been confirmed
by Tuesday night, but government sources
reported that the Afghanistan Taliban, linked
to Muslim terrorist leader Osama bin Laden
claimed responsibility for the disasters.

He has also reportedly met with the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad regarding their
common hatred of the United States Sev-
eral months ago, bin Laden was quoted as
saying that he would exact “extreme ven-
geance” and retribution on the United
States for political actions in the past.

Congressman James Moran of Vir-
ginia was quoted on an news Website as
saying that he had learned at a Washing-
ton briefing that the fourth jet appeared
to be headed for the Presidential retreat
Camp David in Maryland, when it
crashed 85 miles short of its intended
target. Rumors that the government or-
dered the hijacked plane to be shot down
were denied by the State Department.

Although Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld stopped short of de-
claring this an “act of war,” when ques-
tioned on television by ABC reporters,
President George W. Bush said that these
horrible acts would not go unpunished
once it was determined who was respon-
sible.

Aircraft carriers were deployed off
the East and West Coasts of the United
States as a security measure, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Henry H. Shelton said, “the
Armed Forces are ready to go.” Most State
Department buildings, including the White
House, the Capitol, the Pentagon, the Su-

preme Court and many other government
buildings in Washington, D.C. and in New
York City were evacuated.

The collapse of the Twin Towers, which
housed many administrative offices for in-
ternational world banks and other financial
institutions, forced the New York City Stock
Exchange to close. Other stock exchanges
worldwide followed suit as a precautionary
measure.

Portions of the Pentagon, one of the
largest buildings in the world and the seat of
the Defense Department, collapsed after
flames burned out of control for several
hours. World Trade Tower no. 7 also col-
lapsed, presumed to have been caused by
associated fire.

The construction of the Trade Center
began in 1966 and was completed in 1972.
The towers were 1,368 feet tall — the tallest
buildings in city and the third largest in the
world.

They housed many administrative of-
fices of the world’s largest, international
banks and investment firms, including the
offices of Morgan Stanley Dean Witter.
The towers were also the home of a 427,000-
squarefoot retail space known as The Mall,
which was occupied by retailers such as
The Gap, J. Crew, Banana Republic and
The Limited. The towers also housed nu-
merous museums, restaurants, hotels and a
rooftop observatory.

The world-renown Windows on the
World restaurant occupied the North
Tower’s 107th floor.

In an unprecedented move by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, airports
throughout the nation were shut down and
all commercial airline flights were ordered
to land at the nearest airport.

Many municipal buildings in New York
and New Jersey also closed to allow em-
ployees an opportunity to locate family
members who were still trapped in New
York. Most local schools remained opened
with counselors on hand to support stu-
dents that were traumatized by the day’s
events. Many local students who have par-
ents that work in New York were sum-
moned to their school’s guidance offices to
be counseled and to ensure that they were
released home to either a parent or emer-
gency contact person at the close of the
school day. Several local churches held or
will hold special prayer services for those
who were affected by the tragedies.

There is no word yet on the number of
local families that will be seriously affected
by the tragic events.

Twin Towers Destroyed
Archive Edition of September 13, 2001

said their cooperation could potentially
help. “I would just caution, people,
from a public relations point of view,
that we represent them, that we don’t
rule over them, just to let them know,
‘Hey listen. This is what we’re doing
here and we want to give you a heads up
on it.’”

Mr. Nierstedt said the property own-
ers are well aware of the study.

“In terms of being upset, I would be
upset if I lived next door to the paper-
board company. There are certainly
two viewpoints to that.

“Are you required by law to notify
them? No. Are they aware already?
Absolutely,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

However, he said they would be of-
ficially notified and that it would help
to have their consent.

The resolutions will be introduced at
the next council meeting.

Council President and Finance Chair-
woman Sara Todisco said she could not
promise that next year’s property tax
hike would be less than 2 percent per
$100,000 of assessed value. Two per-
cent is about $60, she said.

Six police officers are changing
classes and will each receive a
$12,000 salary increase, which trans-
lates to a $35 increase. “So you can
see, we already know that – one piece
of the puzzle is $35,” Ms. Todisco
said. “And of course, there will be
other items that we can’t predict right
now, health care, pension...” The com-
ment was in response to a question
posed by Bruce Paterson of Willow
Avenue at the August 27 meeting who
wanted the council to promise not to

increase taxes more than 2 percent.
Mr. Mathieu said he did make that

promise. “I want to reiterate it in public,
on the record. I will not vote for a
budget with more than a 2 percent tax
increase.”

Mr. Paterson told the council during
public comments: “I just got my tax bill
today. It is $8,700.”

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli in-
formed the council that the results from
additional testing on soil at the Athletic
Field Complex were “consistent” with
previous findings by the borough. The
disclosure, which means there is no
greater contamination, prompted coun-
cil members to enter an unscheduled
executive session at the conclusion of
the meeting.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
recommended the executive session
because Flanagan Contracting Group,
the builder of the site, has threatened to
sue the borough over the removal of the
soil.

Council members did not take any
action on a proposed borough-wide
reassessment. Tax Assessor Annmarie
Switzer recommended against a re-
evaluation at last month’s meeting, ar-
guing the action carried a high risk of
increased county taxes without provid-
ing much benefit to the municipality or
its taxpayers.

Ms. Todisco, who is against a re-
evaluation, suggested an informal
vote but no one made a motion. Mr.
Mathieu has repeatedly questioned
the “fairness” and “morality” of us-
ing an assessment last conducted in
1984.

second-story addition was approved.
The plan is to add a family room,
mudroom and powder room on the first
floor and a master suite with walk-in
closet and master bath on the second
floor. The owners had agreed to demol-
ish the existing one-car garage and
replace it with a smaller one-car garage
to aid in reducing the building cover-
age by 90 square feet. The ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage
of 20 percent and they proposed 23.4
percent.

Richard Russo of 1128 Prospect
Street was approved variance relief for
a front-yard setback in the construction
of a new single-family home. The ordi-
nance requires a front-yard setback of
71.6 feet. Proposed was 43.5 feet. The
property was part of a subdivision that
took place in 1964, said the applicant’s
engineer, William Hollows. As a result,
the home’s front yard became smaller.
The applicant is planning to tear down
the existing home and build a new
home on the existing footprint.

Two neighbors had testified that
should the home be required to have a
71.6-foot setback that the house would
then cast a shadow onto their back-
yards and pools.

Another neighbor to the left, Susan
Doherty, said she was concerned with
the plan to regrade the lot and remove
trees, which she said would increase
flooding on her property. She said there
already is an existing problem, and this
would worsen the issue. The board said
she would have to take it up with the
town engineer when he is in the process

of approving plans.
Aron Minken and Nancy Weiss, 412

Wells Street, were approved to con-
struct a single-story addition to the side
of the kitchen and garage to add a
mudroom and powder room and change
the kitchen layout to add storage. The
board approved variance relief for side-
yard setback and building coverage.

Scott and Carol Geraghty, 744
Embree Crescent, were approved to
construct a one- and two-story addi-
tion. The plan is to expand the kitchen,
relocate the dining room to the side
porch and add a family room and bath-
room.

Denise Edwards and Vasu Kengeri,
702 Shackamaxon Drive, were ap-
proved to cover the front entryway
with a portico, with the condition that it
remain an open porch. “It really im-
proves the streetscape,” board member
Maryalice Ryan said.

Dalida and Peter Nigro, 433 Roanoke
Road, were approved to construct a
second-story addition on the existing
footprint of their split-level home. The
existing non-conforming rear-yard set-
back is 35.94 feet, which would remain
the same, where the ordinance requires
a minimum rear-yard setback of 40
feet. The couple plan to increase closet
space, build a larger bathroom and add
a chimney for a fireplace, which will
break up the continuous, exterior side
wall to add interest.

The board scheduled a special meet-
ing to hear an application for Carlo’s
Bakery, newly opened on East Broad
Street, on Wednesday, October 23.
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Town of Westfield Vindicated on
Sunnyside Builder’s Remedy Lawsuit

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Former Town Attor-
ney and Special Council to the Town
Council Robert Cockren told the council
on Tuesday night that after four years of
litigation, the town has been vindicated
on the builder’s remedy suit brought
against the town by developer Sunnyside
Senior Housing, LLC.

According to Mr. Cockren, state Supe-
rior Court Judge Frederic Kessler issued
his opinion via a phone conference on
Monday that Westfield is in compliance
with first and second round Council On
Affordable Housing (COAH) obligations.

In January 2009, Sunnyside, owned
by Ray Rodgers, filed a lawsuit against
the Town of Westfield and the planning
board, alleging that its attempts to de-
velop property on Springfield Avenue
were “rebuffed” by the defendants. The
suit was considered a “builder’s rem-
edy” lawsuit, as the town did not have
an approved fair-housing plan under
regulations set forth by COAH.

According to Mr. Cockren, the court
found that Westfield was in compli-
ance with COAH, and that the town
actually has an additional 59 housing
credits to go toward any possible third
round obligations they may have. A
third round of COAH regulations are
currently being litigated in the appel-
late division.

While part of the settlement of the
lawsuit gives the town a court-approved
COAH plan, and makes them immune
to another builder’s remedy suit; the
other part also approves construction
of 24 units on the Springfield Avenue
site, with four of them being afford-
able. Despite the name of the company
the units will not be age restricted.

When the town’s settlement of the
lawsuit was announced, and the property
was re-zoned, residents of Cranford who
abut the property spoke out against the
project, both at a council meeting and in
Judge Kessler’s courtroom.

Many of the residents cited concerns
about water run-off, traffic implications
and changing the look of their neighbor-
hood. Several of the residents also said
that the previous owners, who sold the
property in 2004, would not have sold the
property to Mr. Rodgers if they had known
his intent.

According to Mr. Cockren, while case

law governing affordable housing plans
and lawsuits prevented Judge Kessler
from ruling specifically on the residents
objections to the Sunnyside development,
Sunnyside’s four affordable housing units
are not included in the town’s court-
approved fair share housing plan. If the

units are eventually developed, they will
go toward whatever obligation the town
has beyond the existing 59 credits for
the third round of COAH.

Sunnyside must now go before the
Westfield Planning Board for approval
in order to develop the property.

Photo courtesy of Jaime-Lyn Garnecki
ROAD TRIP...Jackson and Griffin Garneck hang on to a copy of The Westfield
Leader while on a three-week cross country camping trip which included a stop
at Mount Rushmore. The Garnecki’s drove approximatley 6,000 miles and
visited 13 states.

TRAVEL ABROAD...Spending most of the month of August traveling in Italy,
Anthony Bengivenga,  president of the Westfield Chapter of UNICO and Bob
Tarte, vice-president of the Westfield Chapter,  take a break in front of St. Peter's
Basilica in Rome with The Westfield Leader in hand.
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Cranford
service [since his announcement.]”

Mr. Harnett detailed multiple capital
projects that he is still overseeing, in-
cluding a shared-services agreement
with Garwood to resurface Gallows
Hill Road, a fully-funded River Debris
cleaning project, the delayed-but-pro-
gressing Hillside Avenue Tunnel
project, and information technology
upgrades to town hall.

Township Attorney Daniel McCarthy
provided updates on township litiga-
tion. He said Cranford had reached a
settlement with the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA), which
had counter-sued Cranford after losing
its own suit against New Jersey’s De-
partment of Environmental Protection
for polluting the Passaic River Water-
shed. Cranford declined to pay the
$95,000 settlement requested, and suc-
cessfully negotiated a $25,000 settle-
ment instead.

Mr. McCarthy also reported that the
town’s appeal of the decision in favor
of developers who want to build on
Birchwood Avenue was proceeding.
The town opposes the Birchwood de-
velopment because of its placement in
a flood-prone area.  Commissioner
Campbell noted that Cranford is still
recovering from the flooding brought
by Hurricane Irene in 2011. He called
the Birchwood development “irratio-
nal” in light of that history.

In other news, Ed Davenport of
Cranford’s TV-35 revealed that the sta-
tion will be able to stream its program-
ming content online for the next year.
The free trial period came in a package
with some equipment that the station
recently purchased.

Mr. Davenport said the trial period
will give him an opportunity to discern
whether Cranford residents prefer to
have an online viewing option. He also
is seeking high-school or adult volun-
teers to help out at the station.

The committee passed two ordinances,
one to change the speed limit on Walnut
Avenue to 25 m.p.h. from North Avenue
to Lincoln Avenue, and one to mandate a
fee for restaurants that require a second
inspection. The speed limit ordinance
requires approval at the county level.


