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Photo courtesy of  Brian Dunlap
NEW ARRIVAL..The Westfield Fire Department’s newly purchased Ladder 1  arrived to replace the truck damaged during
Hurricane Irene.  A dedication ceremony was held on  September 10 at the Westfield Fire Department.

Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
KICK-OFF PARTY…Approximately 150 people attended the United Fund’s
2013 Campaign Kick-Off Celebration at the home of Geoff and Sydney Sherry on
September 7. Pictured, left to right, are: Jackie and Mike Cash of the Pillar Club,
Dan Clifford, United Fund Executive Director Deirdre Gelinne, and Mark Lynch.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY...Eleanor Clausen, a huge Yankee fan, who recently cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday, had a visit from Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
left, and Councilman Mark LoGrippo. The Mayor read a proclamation on  behalf
of the Town of Westfield declaring September 2 "Eleanor Clausen Day.”

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FREEDOM TOWER…One World Trade Center, unofficially known as the
Freedom Tower, lights the night reclaiming the New York City skyline, left
vacant by the destruction of the Twin Towers on September 11, 2001.
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Westfield Zoning Bd. Denies Two,
OKs Six Variance Appeals

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of adjust-
ment denied two and approved six ap-
peals for variance relief at its meeting
on Monday night.

The board denied, by a 4-4 vote, the
application by Christopher Fikry and
Stephanie Mann, 1020 Summit Av-
enue, to construct a one-story addition
and a two-car garage. The town ordi-
nance requires a 35-foot rear-yard set-
back, where the applicant proposed
22.66 feet. The floor area ratio of the
plan was 33.63 percent (3,881.91 square
feet), where the ordinance allows 31.2
percent (3,600 square feet). They also
sought to increase building coverage.
The ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20 percent
(2,308.7 square feet) and the proposed
was 21.65 percent (2,499.65 square

feet).
“This building maxes out the site and

has no garage, and requires a one-car
garage,” architect Barbara Vincentsen
said.

She said the “feel of the neighbor-
hood” is to have a two-car garage.

Board member Robert Burslem said
he had a concern with her comment of
the house being “maxed out” and “now
we are going to add more.”

Board member Mark Doherty took
issue with adding a two-car garage on
a small lot.

Lori and Jared Rabinowitz of 312
Temple Place were denied by unani-

mous vote their application to con-
struct a rear, one-story addition on their
five-bedroom, 10-year-old home, be-
cause the board said they had not proved
any hardship to allow for the board to
approve the six variances. The couple
sought to expand their kitchen, add a
family room, mudroom and fireplace,
and make the area an open concept.

“I think it is a great design, but I think
it is an overreach,” Board Chairman
William Heinbokel said.

Carried over from the previous meet-
ing, the application by Richard and
Susan Reich to construct a first- and

WF Demolitions Confirmed, Tax
Appeals Granted at Council Mtg.
By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council confirmed the demoli-
tion of five single-family dwellings
and approved payments related to tax
appeals at Tuesday night’s meeting.

Houses located at 200 Woodland
Avenue, 9 Lambert Circle, 828
Coolidge Street, 1120 Wychwood
Road and 857 Dorian Road will be
demolished. The demolition of two
single-family dwellings located at 10
Stoneleigh Park and 564 Downer
Street has been deferred until the
next town meeting due to the delay of
letters approving fire inspection, elec-
tricity stoppage and stating that 10

Stoneleigh Park is not a historical
land area.

According to town administrator
Jim Gildea, the approval for these
two single-family dwellings should
come through within the next two
weeks.

The council, pursuant to the Tax
Court of New Jersey, will pay Duncan
Hill Apartments (East Coast Duncan
Hill, LLC) located on Central Av-
enue $135,487 as reimbursement for
overpaid taxes from the years 2010,
2011 and 2012, the council will also
pay back six individuals a total of
$13,680.07 in overpaid taxes from
2012-2013.

Parking Lot 4, located behind

Baron’s Drug Store, will undergo
paving and restriping. The project is
set to begin Monday, September 16,
but the town is working with business
owners and downtown residents to
limit inconvenience. The town plans
to work on the lot in sections so not to
interrupt its daily use, and to pave the
lot at night.

The last three major roads of the
town’s large repaving project –
Quimby Street, Elmer Street and St.
Paul Street – are expected to be com-
pleted within the next two weeks.
Gallows Hill Road will also regain
speed bumps that were there were
prior to its improvement. For more
information on road closures and tem-
porary parking changes, check the
town’s website, WestfieldNJ.gov or
its Twitter account,
@TownofWestfield. All repaving and
restriping is set to be finished by the
beginning of October.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky presented
Westfield High School teacher Cara
Shields with the Childhood Cancer
Awareness Month Proclamation at
the Municipal Building Tuesday night
at the Westfield Town Council meet-
ing, confirming September as Child-
hood Cancer Awareness Month.
Shield’s young son was diagnosed
with a rare type of cancer and has
since overcome treatments to now be
designated cancer-free.

“I want to encourage research and
the awareness of cancer and thank all
those individuals involved,” Mayor
Skibitsky said.

The council unanimously agreed
to add a town owned parcel of land to
the Dudley Bird Sanctuary and Fri-
day, September 20, was declared
“POW/MIA Remembrance Day,”
which will be commemorated on an
annual basis.

Residents Maria Carluccio and
Adina Enculescu also spoke at the
meeting, reiterating their concern for
the traffic accidents taking place at
the intersection of Clover Street and
Central Avenues.

The Westfield Town Council will
hold its next meeting at the Munici-
pal Building on Tuesday, September
24, at 8 p.m.

Garwood Council Tackles
South Avenue Development

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members agreed Tuesday to prepare
resolutions directing the planning board
to conduct redevelopment studies on
the virtually abandoned industrial sites
on North and South Avenues.

The study, proposed by Councilman
Bill Nierstedt, will determine whether
Casale Industries and the old Garwood
Paperboard plant meet the criteria to be
declared in need of redevelopment
under the state’s Local and Redevelop-
ment Housing law. The declaration is
needed before the borough can rezone
the property.

“All that does is say, ‘Hey this prop-
erty is in sad shape, that basically it’s
bringing down the values in the area
around it,’” Mr. Nierstedt said after the
meeting. “It’s allowing the municipal-
ity to embark on the creation of a
redevelopment plan, which is the next
step.”

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said at her
“state of the borough” meeting last
month that the owners are not inter-
ested in selling for the price buyers are
willing to pay.

She said at one point, there was a
buyer, developer, a contract and a “beau-
tiful project” but talks fell through. The
same scenario happened a second time,
she said.

Councilman Jim Mathieu questioned
whether the study would include any
consideration of eminent domain. “I
just want to make sure that this council
doesn’t in any way consider eminent
domain of private property in favor of
another private property,” he said.

Mr. Nierstedt and Mayor Quattrocchi
assured him it would not.

“What has been contemplated is
bringing together the owner of the prop-
erty and the people who are interested
to try to get them to negotiate on their
own,” Ms. Quattrocchi said. “It’s get-
ting them to talk is where we come in.”

Mr. Mathieu also asked whether it
would be appropriate for the borough
to offer tax rebates to “sweeten the
deal.” Ms. Quattrocchi said anything
would be open for discussion but that
possibility was premature.

He also expressed concern that prop-
erty owners were unaware that the bor-
ough was considering the study. He
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CF Approves UC Kids Grant,
Adopts ‘Complete Streets’

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford’s Town-
ship Committee, on Tuesday night,
resolved to authorize an application for
the 2013 Union County Kids Recre-
ation Fund Grant (UC-KR Grant) and
to establish a “Complete Streets” policy
that would improve pathways for pe-
destrians and cyclists.

The committee also discussed the
resignation of Township Administrator
Joseph Hartnett, ongoing capital
projects, matters of litigation, and a
new opportunity to stream TV-35 pro-
gramming content online.

The committee debated whether to
apply for the UC-KR Grant. The three
projects in the application are a re-
grading of the field at Sherman Park,
purchase of playground equipment for
Roosevelt Park and construction of a
field house-concession stand or bath-
room for Memorial Field Park.

Although the deadline to apply is
nearing, several commissioners ex-
pressed reservations about the town’s
ability to match the county’s funding
contributions, particularly on the Me-
morial Field Park project.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins, the
sole commissioner to ultimately vote
“no” on authorizing the application,
said that without confirmed financial
support from the board of education,
which owns the property at Memorial
Field, the town should not commit to
the project. He noted that Union County
has criticized Cranford for previous
failures to utilize granted money for
projects it could not match. Mayor
Thomas Hannen, Jr. assured Commis-

sioner Kalnins that previously unused
grant monies were now being used.

The committee had no reservations
about resolving to establish a “Com-
plete Streets” policy for Cranford.
“There’s a lot of energy behind this,”
said Deputy Mayor Edward O’ Malley,
noting the speed with which Rebecca
Hoeffler, who proposed the policy, had
gathered a task force and produced
specific recommendations. The policy
will entail design adjustments to
Cranford streets to increase usability
for cyclists, pedestrians and public-
transportation users.

Citizens and commissioners alike
took time to lament Mr. Hartnett’s re-
cent resignation announcement. Ac-
cording to a September 3 NJ.com ar-
ticle by Frank Mustac, Mr. Hartnett’s
resignation letter mentioned “philo-
sophical differences over how the town-
ship should be managed [that]…could
not be resolved under this form of
government.”

Mary O’Connor, a citizen and plan-
ning board member, asked whether the
town had implemented changes to the
township code, recommended in a 2008
charter study, to increase the township
administrator’s autonomy. Mayor
Hannen replied that “90 percent” of the
changes had been implemented, and
further bylaws were adopted this year
to strengthen the administrator’s role.

Mr. Hartnett will continue to serve as
administrator until a suitable replace-
ment can be found. Commissioner
Kevin Campbell praised Mr. Hartnett,
saying, “He is fully engaged with the
town and I haven’t seen any dropoff in
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